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THE JEWISH WAR. 



BOOK III. 



Containing the interval of about anet/ear. 

FROM V£SFASIAN''s COMING TO SUBDUE THE JEWS, TO THE 

TAKING OF GAMALA. 



CHAP. I. 

Vespasian is sent info Syria by Nero^ in order to make War 

with the Jews. 

8 1. When Nero was informed of the RomansMU success 
m Judea, a concealed consternation and terror, as is usual in 
such cases, fell upon him ; although he openly looked very 
big, and was very angry, and said that wnat had happened 
was rather owifig to the negligence of the commander than 
to any valour of the enemy ; and as he thought it fit for him 
who bare the burden of the whole empire to despise such 
misfortunes, he now pretended so to do, and to have a soul ' 
superior to all such sad accidents whatsoever. Yet did the 
disturbance that was in his soul plainly appear by the soli- 
citude he was in [how to recover his affairs again]. 

S. And as he was deliberating to whom he should commit 
the care of the east, now it was in so great a commotion, and 
who might be best able to punish the Jews for their rebellion, 
* and might prevent the same distemper from seizing upon the 
neighbouring nations also ; he found no one but Vespasian 
equal to the task, and able to undergo the great burden of so 
mighty a war, seeing he was grown an old man already in the 
camp, and from his youth had been exercised in warlike ex- 
ploits ; he was also a man that had long ago pacified the west, 
and made it subject to the Romans, when it had been put 
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into disorder by the Germans; he had also recovered to 
them Britain by his arms, which had been little known be- 
fore ; * whereby he procured to his father, Claudius, to have 
a triumph bestowed on him^ without any sweat or labour of 
his own. 

3. So Nero esteemed these circumstances as favourable 
omens, and saw that Vespaaan^s age gave him sure experi- 
ence and great skill, and that he had his sons as hostages for 
his fidelity to himself, and that the flourishing age they were 
in would make them fit instruments under their father s pni- 
dence. Perhaps, also, there was some interposition of Pro- 
vidence, which was paving the way for Vespasian^s being 
himself emperor afterwards. Upon the whole, he sent this 
man to take upon him the command of the armies that were 
in Syria ; but this not without great encomiums and flattering 
compellations, such as necessity required, and such as might 
molhfy him into complaisance. So Vespasian sent his son 
Titus from Achaia, where he had been with Nero, to Alexan- 
dria, to bring back with him from thence the fifth and the 
tenth legions ; while he himself, when he had passed over the 
Hellespont, came by land into Syria, where he gathered to- 
gether the Roman forces, with a considerable number of auxi- 
liaries from the kings in that neighbourhood. 



CHAP. II. 



A great Slaughter of the Jews about AscaJoti. Vespasian 

comes to Ptolemais. 

§ 1. Now the Jews, after they had beaten Cestius, were so 
much elevated with their unexpected success, that they could 
not govern their zeal, but like people blown up into a flame 
by their good fortune, carried the war to remoter places. 
^Accordingly they presently got together a great multitude of 
all their most hardy soldiers, and marched away for Asca- 
lon. This is an ancient city that is distant from Jerusalem 
five hundred and twenty furlongs, and was always an enemy 
to the Jews; on Avhich account they determined to make 
their first eflbrt against it, and to make their approaches to 
it as near as possiole. This excursion was led on by three 



* Take the confirmation of this in the woTds of Suetonius, here produced hj 
Dr. Hudson r — ^« In the reign of CUndiui ,** says he, ^* Vespasian, for the sake 
of Narcissus, was sent as a lieutenant of a legion into Germany. Thence h« 
removed into Britain, and fought thirty battlei with the enemy." In Vetp. 
sect. 4. We may alw here note from Josephus, that Claudius, the emperor, who 
triumphed fbr the conquest of Britain, was enabled so to do by Vetpasian^s con« 
duct and brafery, and that he is bete styled tie faiker of Vetpanan. 
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men who were the chief of them all, both for strength and 
iagacity-^Nig|ery called the Peraiiey Silas of Babylon, and 
besides them, John the Essene. Now Ascalon was strongly 
walled about, but had almost no as^tance to be relied on 
[near them] ; for the garrison consisted of one cohort of 
footmen, and one troop of horsemen, whose captain was 
Antonius. 

^ These Jews, therefore, out of their anger, marclied 
faster than ordinary ; and, as if they had come but a little 
way, approached very near the city, and were come even to 
it ; but Antonius, who was not unapprised of the attack they 
were goin? to make upon the city, drew out his horsemen 
beforehand, and being neither daunted at the multitude, nor 
at the courage of the enemy, received their first attacks with 

Eeat bravery ; and when they crowded to the very walls, -he 
at them off. Now the Jews were unskilful in war, but 
were to fight with those that were skilful therein ; they were 
footmen to fight with horsemen ; they were in disorder, to 
fight those that were united together; they were poorly 
armed, to fight those that were completely so ; they were to 
fight more by their rage than by sober counsel ; and were 
exposed to soldiers that were exactly obedient, and did every 
thing they were bidden upon the least intimation. So they 
were easily beaten ; for as soon as ever their first ranks were 
once in disorder, they were put to flight by the enemy's cavalry, 
and those of them that came behind such as crowded to the 
wall, fell upon their own party's weapons, and became one 
another's enemies ; and this so long till they all were forced to 
give way to the attacks of the horsemen, and were dispersed 
all over the plain, which plain was wide, and all fit for the 
horsemen ; wnich circumstance was very commodious for the 
Romans, and occasioned the slaughter of the fip*eatest number 
of the Jews ; for such as ran away they coula overrun them, 
and make them turn back ; and wlien they had brought them 
back after their flight, and driven them together, they ran 
them through, and slew a vast number of them ; insomuch 
that others encompassed others of them, and drove them 
before them whithersoever they turned themselves, and slew 
them easily with their arrows ; and the great number there 
were of the Jews seemed a solitude to themselves, by reason 
of the distress they were in ; while the Romans had such cood 
success with their small number, that they seemed to them* 
selves to be the greater multitude. And as the former strove 
zealously under their misfortunes, out of the shame of a 
sudden flight, and hopes of the change in their success, so 
did the latter feel no weariness by reascm of their good for- 
tune ; insomuch that the fight lasted till the evening, till ten 

b8 
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thousand men of the Jews^ side lay dead, with two of their 
generals, John and Silas, and the greater jpart of the remainder 
were wounded, with Niger, their remainmg general, who fled 
away together to a small city of Idumea, called SaUis ; some 
few also of the Romans were wounded in this battle. 

3. Yet were not the spirits of the Jews broken by so great 
a calamity, but the losses they had sustained rather quickened 
their resolution for other attempts ; for overlooking the dead 
bodies which lay under their feet, they were enticed by their 
former glorious actions to venture on a second destruction ; 
so wheii they had lain still so little a while that their wounds 
were not yet thoroughly cured, they got together all their 
forces, and came with greater fury, and in much greater 
numbers, to Ascalon. But their former ill fortune followed 
them, as the consequence of their unskilfulness, and other 
deficiences in war ; for Antonius laid ambushes for them in 
the passages they were to go through, where they fell into 
snares unexpectedly, and where they were compassed about 
with horsemen, before they could form themselves into a 
regular body for fighting, and were above eight thousand of 
them slain : so all the rest of them ran away, and with them 
Niger, who still did a great many bold exploits in his flight. 
However, they were dnven along together oy the enemy, who 
pressed hard upon them, into a certain strong tower, belong- 
ing to a village called Bezedel, However, Antonius and his 
party, that they might neither spend any considerable time 
about this tower, which was hard to he taken, nor sufler their 
commander, and the most courageous man among them all, 
to escape from them, they set the wall on fire ; and as the 
tower was burning, the Romans went away rejoicing, as 
taking it for granted that Niger was destroyed ; but he leaped 
out of the tower into a subterraneous cave, in the innermost 
part of it, and was preserved ; and on the third day after- 
ward, he spake out of the ground to those that, with great la- 
mentation, were searching for him, in order to give him a 
decent funeral ; and when he was come out, he filled all the 
Jews with an unexpected joy, as though he were preserved 
by God'^s providence to be tneir commander for the time to 
come. 

4. And now Vespasian took along with him his army from 
Antioch (which is the metropolis or Syria, and, without dis- 
pute, deserves the place of the third* city in the habitable 
earth that was under the Roman empire, both in magnitude 
and other marks of prosperity) ; where he found king Agrippa, 

. * Sptnheim and Reltnd both agree, that the two dtiet here eHeemed greater 
than Aniiochf the metropolis of Syria, were Kome and Alexandria ; oor ia there 
any occasion for doubt in so plain a case. 
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with ail his forces, waiting for his coining, and mardied to 
Ptolemais. At this city also the inhabitants of Sepphoris of 
Galilee met him, who were for pieace with the Romans. 
These citizens had beforehand taken care of their own safety; 
and being sensible of the power of the Romans, they had 
been with Cestius Gallus, before Vespasian came, and had 

Even their faith to him, and received tlie security of his right 
md, and had received a Roman garrison ; and at this time 
withal they received Vespasian, the Roman general, very 
kindly, and qpadily promised that they would assist him 
against their own countrymen. Now the general delivered 
them, at their desire, as many horsemen and footmen as he 
thought sufficient to oppose the incursions of the Jews, if 
they should come against them. And indeed the danger of 
losing Sepphoris, would be no small one, in this war that 
was now oeginning, seeing it was the largest city of Galilee, 
and built in a place by nature very strong, and might be a 
security of the whole nation'^s [fidelity to the Romans]. 
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CHAP. III. 

A Description of Galilee^ Samaria^ and Judea. 

§ 1. Now Phenicia and Syria encompass about the Galilees, 
which are two, and called the Upper Galilee and the Lower, 
They are bounded, towards the sun-setdng, with the borders 
of tne territorry belonging to Ptolemais, and by Carmel ; 
which mountain had formerly belonged to the Galileans, but 
now belonged to the Tyrians, to which mountain adjoins 
Gaba, which is called the dty of Jiorsemen^ because those 
horsemen that were dismissed by Herod the king dwelt 
therein : they are bounded on the south with Samaria and 
Scythopolis, as far as the river Jordan ; on the east with Hip^ 
pene and Gadaris, and also with Gaulanitis, and the borders 
of the kingdom of Agrippa; its northern parts are bounded by 
Tyre, ana the country of the Tyrians. As for that Galilee 
which is call^ the Lozcer, it extends in length from Tiberias 
to Zabulon, and of the maritime places Ptolemais is its 
neighbour; its breadth is from the village called Xahtk^ 
which lies in the great plain, as far as Bersabe, from which 
beginning also is taken the breadth of the Upper Galilee, as 
fiir as the village Baca, which divides the land of the Tyrians 
from it ; its length is also from Meloth to Thella, a village 
near to Jordan. 

2* These two Galilees, of so great largeness, and encom- 
passed with so many nations of foreigners, have been always 
able to make a strong resistance on all occasicms of war ; 
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for the Galileans are inured to war from th^ infiEUicy, and 
have been always very numerous ; nor hath the country been 
ever destitute of men of courage, or wanted a nuaierous set 
of them ; for their soil is universally rich and fruitful, and 
full of the plantations of trees of all sorts, insomuch that it 
invites the most slothful to take pains in its cultivation by 
its fruitfulness ; accordingly it is all cultivated by its inha- 
bitalnts, and no part of it lies idle. Moreover, the cities lie 
here very thick, and the very many villages there are here 
are every where so full of people, by the richness of their soil, 
that the very least of them contained above fifteen thousand 
inhabitants. 

3. In short, if any one will suppose that Galilee is inferior 
to Perea in magnitude, he will be obliged to prefer it before 
it in its strength ; for this is all capable of cultivation, and is 
every where fruitful ; but for Perea, which is indeed much 
larger in extent, the greater part of it is desert and rough, 
and much less disposed for the production of the milder kinds 
of fruits ; yet hath it a moist soil [in other parts], and pro- 
duces all kinds of fruits, and its plains are planted with trees 
of all sorts, while yet the olive tree, the vine, and the palm 
trees are chiefly cultivated there. It is also sufficiently 
watered with torrents, which issue out of the mountains, and 
with springs that never fail to run, even when the torrelits 
fail them, as they do in the dog-days. Now the length of 
Perea is from Macherus to Pella, and its breadth from Phi- 
ladelphia to Jordan : its northern parts are bbunded by Pella, 
as we have already said, as well as its western with Jordan ; 
the land of Moab is its southern border, and its eastern limits 
reach to Arabia and Silbonitis, and besides to Philadelphene 
and Gerasa. 

4. Now ad to the country of Samaria, it lies between Judea 
and Galilee ; it begins at a village that is in the great plain 
called GineOj and ends at the Acrabenne toparchy, and is 
entirely of the same nature with Judea ; for both countries 
are made up of hills and valleys, and are moist enough for 
agriculture, and are very fruitful. They have abundance of 
trees, and are full of autumnal fruit, both that which gtows 
wild and that which is the effect of cultivation. They are 
not naturally watered by many rivers, but derive their chief 
moisture from rain water, of which they have no want ; and 
for those rivers which they have, all their waters are exceed- 
ing sweet : by reason also of the excellent ^ass they have, 
their cattle yield more milk than do those in other places ; 
and, what is the greatest sign of excellency and of abundance, 
they each of them are very full of people. 

5. In the limits of Samaria and Judea lies the village 
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Anuath, which is also named Borceos. This is the northern 
J boundary of Judea. The southern parts of Judea, if they be 
measurea lengthways, are bounded by a village adjoining to 
the confines of Arabia ; the Jews that dwell there call it 
- Jordan, However, its breadth is extended from the river 
Jordan to Joppa. The city of Jerusalem is situated in the 
very middle ; on which account some have, with sagacity 
enough, called that city the navel of the country. Nor^ in- 
deed, is Judea destitute of such delights as come from the 
sea, since its maritime places extend as far as Ptolemais : it 
was parted into eleven portions, of which the royal city Jeru- 
salem was the supreme, and presided over all tne neighbour- 
ing country, as the head does over the body. As to the other 
cities that were inferior to it, they presided over their several 
toparchies ; Gophna was the second of those cities, and next 
to that Acrabatta; after them Thamna, and Lydda, and Em- 
maus, and Pella, and Idumea, and Engaddi, and Herodium, 
and Jericho ; and after them came Jamnia and Joppa, as 
pt^ding over the neighbouring people ; and besides these, 
there was the region of Gamala, and Gaulanitis, and Batanea, 
and Trachonitis, which are also parts of the kingdom of 
Agrippa. This [last] country begins at Mount Libanus and 
and the fountains of Jordan, and reaches breadthways to the 
lake of Tiberias ; and in length is extended from a village 
called Arpha^ as far as Julias. Its inhabitants are a mixture 
of Jews and Syrians. And thus have I, with all possible 
brevity, described the country of Judea, and those that lie 
round about it. 



CHAP. IV. 

Jasephus makes an Attempt upon SepphoriSj btU is repelled. 
Titus comes wit/i a great army to Ptolemais. 

§ 1. Now the auxiliaries which were sent to assist the people 
of Sepphoris, being a thousand horsemen and six thousand 
footmen, under Placidus the tribune, pitched their camp. in 
two bodies in the great plain. The foot were put into the 
dty to be a guard to it, but the horse lodged abroad in the 
camp. These last, by marching continually one way or other, 
and overruning the parts of the adjoinmg country, were 
very troublesome to Josephus and his men ; they also plun« 
dered all the places that were out of the city's liberty, and 
intercepted such as durst go abroad. On this account it was 
that Josephus marched against the city, as hoping to take 
what he had lately encompassed with so strong a wall, before 
they revolted from the rest of the Galileans, that the Romans 
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ivould have had much ado to take it : by which means he 
proved too weak, and failed of his hopes, both as to the 
lorcing the place, and as to his prevailing with the people of 
Sepphoris to deliver it up to him. By this means he pro- 
voked the Romans to treat the country according to the 
law of war ; nor did the Romans, out of the anger they bore 
at this attempt, leave o£P, either by night or by day, burning 
the places in the plain, and stealing away the cattle that were 
in the country, and killing whatsoever appeared capable of 
fighting, perpetually, and leading the weaker people as slaves 
into captivity ; so that Galilee was all over filled with fire 
and blood : nor was it exempted from any kind of misery or 
calamity ; for the only refuge they had was this, that when 
they were pursued, tney could retire to the cities which had 
wails built them by Josephus. 

2. But as to Titus, he sailed over from Achaia to Alex- 
andria, and that sooner than the winter season did usually 
permit ; so he took with him those forces he was sent for, and 
marching with great expedition, he came suddenly to Ptole- 
mais, and there finding his father, together with the two 
legions, the fifth and the tenth, which were the most eminent 
legions of all, he joined them to that fifteenth legion which 
was with his father ; eighteen cohorts followed these legions : 
there came also five cohorts from Cassarea, with one troop of 
horsemen, and five other troops of horsemen from Syria. 
Now these ten cohorts had severally a thousand footmen, but 
the other thirteen cohorts had no more than six hundred 
footmen a-piece, with an hundred and twenty horsemen. 
There were also a considerable number of auxiliaries got 
together, that came from the kings Antiochus, and Agrippa, 
and Sohemus, each of them contributing one thousand foot- 
men that were archers, and a thousand horsemen. Malchus 
also, the king of Arabia, sent a thousand horsemen, besides 
five thousand footmen, the greatest part of which were arch- 
ers : so that the whole army, including the auxiliaries sent by 
the kings, as well horsemen as footmen, when all were united 
together, amounted to sixty thousand, bendes the servants, 
who, as they followed in vast numbers, so because they had 
been trained up in war with the rest, ought not to he dis- 
tinguished from the fighting men ; for as they were in their 
masters^ service in times of peace, so did they undergo the 
like dangers with them in times of war ; insomuch that they 
were inferior to none either in skill or in strength, only they 
were subject to their masters. 
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CHAP. V. 

A Description of the Roman Armies and Roman Camps ; 
and of other Particulars^ Jbr which the Romans are com^ 
mended, 

§ 1. Now here one cannot but admire at the precaution of 
the Bomans, in providing themselves of such household ser- 
vants as might not only serve at other times for the common 
offices of life, but might also be of advantage to them in their 
wars. And indeed, if any one does but attend to the other 
parts of their military discipline, he will be forced to confess, 
that their obtaining so large a dominion hath been the acqui- 
ration of their valour, and not the bare gift of fortune ; idt 
they do not begin to use their weapons first in time of war, 
nor do they then put their hands first into motion, while they 
avoided so to do m times of peace ; but, as if their weapons 
did always cUng to them, they have never any truce from 
warlike exercises ; nor do they stay till times of war admonish 
them to use them ; for their military exercises differ not at all 
from the real use of their arms, but every soldier is every day; 
exercised, and that with great dihgence, as if it were in time 
of war, which is the reason why they bear the fatigue of 
battles so eaoly ; for neither can any disorder remove them 
from their usual regularity, nor can fear affright them out •f 
it, nor can labour tire them ; which firmness of conduct makes 
them always to overcome those that have not the same firm* 
ness ; nor would he be mistaken that should call those their 
exercises unbloody battles, and their battles bloody exercises. 
Nor can their enemies easily surprise them with tne sudden- 
ness of their incursions ; for as soon as they have marched into 
an enemy^s land, they do not begin to fight, till they have 
walled their camp about ; nor is the fence they raise rashly 
made or uneven ; nor do they all abide in it ; nor do those 
that are in it take their places at random : but if it happens 
that the ground is uneven, it is first levelled ; their camp is 
also four-square by measure, and carpenters are ready in 
great numbers with their tools, to erect their buildings for 
them.* 

* Thii description of the exact symmetry and regularity of the Roman 
army and of the Roman encampments, with the sounding their trumpets, &c. 
•ad order of war, described in this and the next chapter, is so very like to 
the symmetry and regularity of the people of Israel in the wilderness (see 
description of the temples, chap, ix.) that one cannot well avoid the sup« 
posalt that the one was the ultimate pattern of the other, and that the tactics 
of the ancients were taken from the niles given by God to Moses. And it u 
thought by some skilful in these matters, that these accounts of Josephus, as 
to the Roman camp and armour, and conduct in war, are preferable to those 
in the Roman authors themselves.- 
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2. As for what is within the camp, it is set apart for tents, 
but the outward circumference hath the resemblance to a 
wall, and is adorned with towers at equal distances, where 
between the towers stand the engines for throwing arrows and 
darts, and for slinging stones, and where they lay all other 
engines that can annoy the enemy, all ready for their several 
operations. They also erect four gates, one at every side oi 
the circumference, and those large enough for the entrance 
of the beasts, and wide enough for making excursions, if oc- 
casion should require. They divide the camp within into 
streets very conveniently, and place the tents of the com- 
manders in the middle ; but in the very midst of all is the 
generaPs own tent, in the nature of a temple, insomuch that 
it appears to be a city built on the sudden, with its market- 
place, and place for handicraft trades, and with seats for the 
officers superior and inferior, where, if any differences arise, 
their causes are heard and determined. The camp, and all 
that is in it, is encompassed with a wall round aoout, and 
that sooner than one would imagine ; and tbis by the multi- 
tude and the skill of the labourers ; and if occasion require, 
a trench is drawn round the whole, whose depth is four cubits, 
and its breadth equal. 

3. When they have thus secured themselves, thej' live to- 
gether by companies, with quietness and dcfcency, as are all 
their other affairs managed with good order and security. 
Each company hath also their wood, and their com, and their 
water brought them when they stand in need of them ; for 
they neither sup nor dine as tney please themselvies singly, 
but altogether. Their times also for sleeping, and watching, 
and rising, are notified beforehand by the sound of trumpets ; 
nor is any thing done without such a signal ; and in the 
morning the soldiery go every one to their centurions, and 
these centurions to their tribunes, to salute them ; with whom 
all the superior officers go to the general of the whole army, 
who then gives them, of course, the watchword, and other 
orders, to be by them carried to all that are under their com- 
mand ; which is also observed when they go to fight, and 
thereby they turn themselves about on the sudden, when 
there is occasion for making sallies, as they come back when 
they are recalled, in crowds also. 

4. Now when they are to go out of their camp, the trum- 
pet gives a sound, at which time nobody lies still ; but at the 
first intimation they take down their tents, and all is made 
ready for their going out ; then do the trumpets sound again, 
to order them to get ready for the march ; then do they lay 
their baggage suddenly upon their mules, and other beasts of 
burden, and stand at the place of starting, ready to march ; 



CHAP« V. THE JEWISH WAS. 11 

when abo they set fire to their camp ; and this they do, be- 
cause it will be easy for them to erect another camp, and 
that it may not ever be of use to their enemies. Then do 
the trumpets ^ve a sound the third time, that they are to go 
out, in order to excite those that are on any account a little 
tardy, that so no one may be out of his rank when the army 
marches. Then does the crier stand at the generaPs right 
hand, and asks them thrice in their own tongue, whether they 
be now ready to go out to war or not ? To which they reply 
as often, with a loud and cheerful voice, saying, We are 
ready. And this they do almost before the question is asked 
them ; they do this as filled with a kind of martial fury, and 
at the same time that they so cry out, they lift up their 'right 
hands also. 

5. When after this they are gone out of their camp, they 
all inarch without noise, and in a decent manner ; and every 
one keeps his own rank, as if they were going to war. The 
footmen are armed with breast-plates and head-pieces, and 
have swords on each side ; but the sword which is upon their 
left side is much longer than the other ; for that on the right 
ride is not longer than a span. Those footmen also that are 
chosen out from the rest to be about the general himself, 
have a lance and a buckler ; but the rest of the foot-soldiers 
have a spear and a long buckler, besides a saw and a basket, 
a pickaxe and an axe, a thong of leather and a hook, with 
provision for three days ; so that a footman hath no great 
need of a mule to carry his burdens. The horsemen have a 
long sword on their right sides, and a long pole in their hand; 
a shield also lies by them obliquely on one side of their horses, 
with three or more darts that are borne in their quiver, having 
broad points, and not 'smaller than spears. They have also, 
head-pieces and breast-plates, in like manner as have all the 
footmen. And for those that are chosen to be about the ge- 
neral, their armour no way differs from that of the horsemen 
belonging to other troops ; and he always leads the legions 
forth to whom the lot assigns that employment. 

6. This is the manner of the marching and resting of the 
Romans, as also these are the several sorts of weapons they 
use. But when they are to fight, they leave nothing without 
forecast, nor to be done off^iand, but counsel is ever first 
taken before any work is begun ; and what hath been there 
resolved upon, is put in execution presently : for which rea- 
son they seldom commit any errors ; and if they have been 
mistaken at any time, they easily correct those mistakes. 
They also esteem any errors they commit, upon taking coun- 
sel beforehand, to be better than such rash success as is owing 
to fortune only ; because such a fortuitous advantage tempts 
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them to be inconsiderate, while consultation, though it may 
sometimes fail of success, hath thi? good in it, that it makes 
men more careful hereafter; but for the advantages that 
arise from chance, they are not owing to him that gains them ; 
and as to what melancholy accidents happen unexpectedly, 
there is this comfort in them, that they had however taken 
the best consultations they could to prevent them. 

7. Now they so manage their preparatory exercises of 
their weapons, that not the bodies of tlie soldiers only, but 
their souls, may also become stronger : they are, moreover, 
hardened for war by fear ; for their laws inflict capital pu- 
nishments, not only for soldiers running away from theu: 
ranks, but for slothfulness and inactivity, though it be but in 
a lesser degree : as are their generals more severe than their 
laws ; for they prevent any imputation of cruelty towards those 
under condemnation, by the great rewards they bestow on 
the valiant soldiers ; and the readiness of obeying their com- 
manders is so great, that it is very ornamental in piece ; but 
when they come to a battle, the whole army is but one body, 
so well coupled together are their ranks, so sudden are their 
turnings about, so sharp their hearing as to what orders are 
given Uiem, so quick their sight of the ensigns, and so nimble 
are their hands when they set to work ; whereby it comes to 
pass, that what they do is done quickly, and what they suffer 
they bear with the greatest patience. Nor can we find any 
examples where they have been conquered in battle, when 
they came to a close fight, either by the multitude of the 
enemies, or by their stratagems, or by the difficulties in the 
places they were in ; no, nor by fortune neither ; for their 
victories have been surer to them than fortune could have 

f ranted them. In a case, therefore, where counsel still goes 
efore action, and where, after taking the best advice, that 
advice is followed by so active an army, what wonder is it 
that Euphrates on the east, the ocean on the west, the most 
fertile regions of Lybia on the south, and the Danube and 
the Rhine on the north, are the limits of this empire ! One 
might well say, that the Roman possessions are not inferior 
to the Romans themselves. 

8. This account I have given the reader, not so much with 
the intention of commending the Romans, as of comforting 
those that have been conquered by them, and for the deter- 
ring others from attempting innovations under their govern- 
ment. This dUcourse of the Roman military conduct may 
also perhaps be of use to such of the curious as are ignorant 
of it, and yet have a mind to know it. I return now from 
this digression. 
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CHAP. VI. 

PUuAdus attempts to take Jotapata^ and is beaten off, Vespa- 
sian marches into Galilee, 

§ 1. And now Vespasian, with his son Titus, had tarried 
some time at Ptolemais and had put his army in order. But 
ivhen Flacidus, who had ovefrun Galilee, and had besides 
slain a number of those whom he had caught (which were 
cnlj the weaker part of the Galileans, and sucli as were of 
timorous souls), saw that the warriors ran always to those 
cities whose walls had been built by Josephus, he marched 
furiously against Jotapata, which was of them all the strong- 
est, as supposing he should easily take it by a sudden sur- 
prise, and tnat he should thereby obtain great honour to him- 
self among the commanders, and bring a great advantage 
to them in their future campaign ; because, if this strongest 
place of them all were once taken, the rest would be so 
a£Fnghted as to surrender themselves. But he was mightily 
mistaken in his undertaking ; for the men of Jotapata were 
mprised of bis coming to attack them, and came out of the 
city, and expected him there. So they fought the Romans 
bnskly when they least expected it, being both many in num- 
ber, and prepared for fighting, and of great alacnty, as es- 
teeming their country, their wives and their children, to be 
in danger ; and easily put the Romans to flight, and wounded 
many of them, and slew seven of them; * because their retreat 
was not made in a disorderly manner, because the strokes only 
touched the surface of their bodies, which were covered with 
their armour in all parts ; and because the Jews did rather 
throw their weapons upon them from a great distance than 
venture to come hand to hand with them, and had only light 
armour on, while the others were completely armed. How- 
ever, three men of the Jews^ side were slain, and a few 
wounded ; so Placid us finding himself unable to assault the 
city, ran away. 

2. But as Vespasian had a great mind to fall upon Galilee, 
he marched out to Ptolemais, having put his army into that 

* I canoot but here obeenre an etitem way of ipeaking, frequent among them, 
but not usual among us, where the word only or abmey is not set down, but per- 
haps some way supplied in the pronunciation. Thus, Josephus here says, that 
those of Jotapata slew seyen of the Romahs, as they were marching off, because 
the Komans* retreat was regular, their bodies were covered over with their armour, 
'and the Jews fought at some distance. His meaning is dear, that these were 
the reasons why they slew only, or no more than seven. I have met with many 
the like examples in the Scriptures, in Josephus, &c. but did not note down the 
particular places. This observatian ought to be borne in mind upon many occa- 



sions. 
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order wherein the Romans used to march. He ordered 
those auxiliaries which were lightly armed, and the archers, 
to march first, that they might prevent any sudden insults 
from the enemy, and might search out the woods that looked 
suspiciously, and were capable of ambuscades. Next to 
these followed that part of the Romans which was com- 
pletely armed, both footmen and horsemen. Next to these 
followed ten out of every hundred, carrying along with them 
their arms, and what was necessary to measure out a camp 
withal ; and after them, such as were to make the road even 
and straight, and if it were any where rough and hard to be 
passed over, to plain it, and to cut down the woods that hin- 
dered their march, that the army might not be in distress, or 
tired with their march. Behind these he set such carriai^ 
of the army as belonged both to himself and to the other 
commanders, with a considerable number of their horsemen 
for their security. After these he marched himself, having 
with him a select body of footmen, and horsemen, and pike- 
men. After these came the peculiar cavalry of his own 
Ipgion, for there were a hundred and twenty horsemen that 
peculiarly belonged to every legion. Next to these came the 
mules that carried the engines for sieges, and the other war- 
like machines of that nature. After these came the conu 
manders of the cohorts, and tribunes, having about them 
soldiers chosen out of the rest Then came the ensigns en- 
compassing the eagle, which is at the head of every Roman 
lefpon, the king and the strongest of all birds, which seems 
to them a signal of dominion, and an omen that they shall 
conquer all against whom they march: these sacred ensigns 
are followed by the trumpeters. Then came the main army 
in their squadrons and battalions, with ^x men in depth, 
which were followed at last by a centurion, who, accoraing 
to custom, observed the rest As for the servants of every 
legion, they all followed the footmen, and led the baggage of 
the soldiers, which was borne by the mules and other beasts 
of burden. But behind all the l^ons came the whole muU 
titude of the mercenaries ; and those that brought up the 
rear came last of all, for the security of the wnole army, 
being both footmen, and those in their armour also, with a 
great number of horsemen. 

3. And thus did Vespasian march with his army, and 
came to the bounds of Galilee, where he pitched his camp, 
and restrained his soldiers, who were eager for war ; he also 
shewed his army to the enemy, in order to affright them, and 
to afford them a season for repentance, to see whether they 
would change their minds before it came to a battle : and at 
the same time he got things ready for besieging their strong- 
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holds. And indeed this sight of the general brought many 
to repent of their revolt, and put them all into a consterna- 
tion ; for those that were in Josephus^s camp, which was at 
the city called Garisj not far from Sepphoris, when they 
heard that the war was come near them, and that the Romans 
would suddenly fight them hand to hand, dispersed them- 
selves, and flea not only before they came to a battle, but 
before the enemy ever came in sight, while Josephus and a 
few others were left behind ; and as he saw that he had not 
an army sufficient to engage the enemy, that the spirits of 
the Jews were sunk, and that the greater part would will- 
ingly come to terms, if they might oe credited, he already 
despaired of the success of the whole war, and determined 
to get as fu* as he possibly could out of danger ; so he took 
those that staid along with him, and fled to Tiberias. 



CHAP. yii. 

Yespcunan^ when he had taken the City Gadara, marches to 
Jotapata. After a long Siege, the City is betrayed by a 
Deserter, and taken by Vespasian. 

§ 1. So Vespasian marched to the' city Gadara, and took it 
upon the first onset, because he found it destitute of any con- 
siderable number of men grown up and fit for war. He 
then came into it and slew all the youth, the Romans having 
no mercy on any age whatsoever ; and this was done out of 
the hatred they bore the nation, and because of the iniquity 
they had been guUty of in the afiair of Cestius. He also set 
fire not only to the city itself, but to all the villas and small 
cities that were round about it ; some of which were quite 
destitute of inhabitants ; and out of some of them he carried 
the inhabitants as slaves into captivity. 

£. As to Josephus, his retiring into that city which he 
chose as the most fit for his security, put it into great fear ; 
for the people of Tiberias did not imagine that he would 
have run away, unless he had entirely despaired of the suc- 
cess of the war. And indeed as to that point, they were not 
mistaken about his opinion ; for he saw whither the affairs 
of the Jews would tend at last, and was sensible that they 
had but one way of escaping, and that was by repentance. 
However, although he expected that the Romans would for- 
give him, yet did he choose to die many times over rather 
dian to betray his country and to dishonour that supreme 
command of the army which had been entrusted with him, 
or to live happily unaer those against whom he was sent to 
fight. He determined, therefore, to give an exact account of 
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fairs to the principal men at Jerusalem by a letter, tbat he 
light not, by too much aggrandizing the power of the enemy, 
nake them too timorous, nor by relating that their power 
Oeneath the truth, mi^ht encourage them to stand out, when 
they were perhaps disposed to repentance. He also sent 
them word, that if they thought of coming to terms, they 
must suddenly write him an answer ; or if they resolved 
upon war, they must send him an army sufficient to fight the 
Ilomans. Accordingly he wrote these things, and sent mes- 
sengers immediately to carry his letter to Jerusalem. 

3. Now Vespasian was very desirous of demohshing Jota« 
pata ; for he had gotten intelligence that the greatest part 
of the enemy had retired thither, and that it was on other 
accounts a place of great security to them. According- 
ly he sent both footmen and horsemen to level the road, 
which was mountainous and rocky, not without difficulty to 
be travelled over by footmen, but absolutely impracticable 
for horsemen. Now these workmen accomplished what they 
were about in four davs^ time, and openea a broad way for 
the army. On the fifth day, which was the twenty-first of 
the month Artemisius [Jyar] Josephus prevented him, and 
came from Tiberias, and went into Jotapata, and raised the 
drooping spirits of the Jews. And a certain deserter told 
this good news to Vespasian, that Josephus had removed 
himself thither, which made him make haste to the city, as 
supposing that with taking that he should take all Judea, in 
case he could but withal get Josephus under his power. So 
he took this news to be of the vastest advantage to him, and 
believed it to be brought about by the providence of Grod, that 
he, who appeared to be the most prudent man of all their 
enemies, had of his own accord shut himself up in a place of 
sure custody. Accordingly he sent Placidus with a thousand 
horsemen, and Ebutius, a decurion, a person that was of emi- 
nency both in council and in action, to encompass the city 
round, that Josephus might not escape away privately. 

4v Vespasian also, the very next day, took his whole army 
and followed them, and bymarching till late in the evenine, 
arrived then at Jotapata; and bringing his army to the north- 
ern side of the city, he pitched his camp on a certain small 
hill which was seven furlongs from the city, and still greatly 
endeavoured to be well seen by the enemy, to put them into 
a consternation ; which was indeed so terrible to the Jews 
immediately that no one of them durst go out beyond the 
wall. Yet did the Romans put off the attack at that time 
because they had marched all the day, although they placed 
a double row of battalions round the city, with a tnird row 
beyond them round the whole, which consisted of cavalry, in 
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order to stop up every way for an exit ; which thing making 
the Jews oespair of escaping, excited them to act more 
boldly ^ for nothing makes men fight so desperately in war 
as necessity. 

6. Now when the next day an assault was made by the 
Romans, the Jews at first staid out of the walls, and opposed 
tbem and met them, as having formed themselves a camp 
before the city walls. But when Vespasian had set against 
them the archers and slingers, and the whole multitude that 
could throw to a great distance, he permitted them to go to 
work, while he himself, with the footmen, got upon an accli- 
vity, whence the city might easily be taken. Josephus was 
then in fear for the city, and leaped out, and all the Jewish 
multitude with him ; these fell together upon the Romans 
in great numbers, and drove them away from the wall, and 
performed a great many glorious and bold actions. Yet did 
they suffer as much as they made the enemy suffer ; for as 
despair of deliverance encouraged the Jews, so did a sense of 
shame equally encourage the Romans. These last had skill 
as well as strength ; the other had only courage, which armed 
them, and made them fight furiously. And when the fight 
had lasted all day, it was put an end to by the coming on of 
the night. They had wounded a great many of the Romans,' 
and killed them thirteen men ; of the Jews^ side seventeen 
were slain, and six hundred wounded. 

6. On the next day the Jews made another attack upon 
the Romans, and went out of the walls, and fought a much 
more desperate battle with them than before. For they were 
now become more courageous than formerly, and that on 
account of the unexpected good opposition they had made 
the day before ; as they found the Romans also to fight more 
desperately ; for a sense of shame inflamed these into a pas- 
sion, as esteeming their failure of a sudden victory to be a 
kind of defeat. Thus did the Romans try to make an im- 
pression upon the Jews, till the fifth day continually, while 
the people of Jotapata made sallies out, and fought at the 
walls most desperately ; nor were the Jews affrighted at the 
strength of the enemy, nor were the Romans discouraged at 
the difficulties they met with in taking the city. 

7. Now Jotapata is almost all of it built on a precipice, 
having on all tne other sides of it every way valleys im- 
mensely deep and steep; insomuch that those who would 
look down would have their sight fail them before it reaches 
to the bottom. It is only to be come at on the north side, 
where the utmost part of the city is built on the mountain, 
as it ends obliquely at a plain. This mountain Josephus had 
encompassed with a wall when he fortified the city, that its 

VOL. IV. c - 
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top might not be capable of being seized upon by the ene* 
mies. The city is covered all round with other mountains, 
and can no way be seen till a man comes just upcm it. And 
this was the strong situation of Jotapata. 

8. Vespasian, therefore, in order to try how he might over- 
come the natural strength of the place, as well as the bold 
defence of the Jews, made a resolution to prosecute the siege 
with vigour. To that end he called the commanders that 
were under him to a council of war, and consulted with them 
which way the assault might be managed to the best advan* 
tage. And when the resolution was there taken to raise a 
bank against that part of the wall which was practicable, he 
sent his whole army abroad to get the materials together. So 
when they had cut down all the trees on the mountains that 
adjoined to the city, and had gotten together a vast heap of 
stones, besides the wood they had cut down, some of them 
brought hurdles, in order to avoid the effects of the darts 
that were shot from above them. These hurdles they spread 
over their banks, under cover whereof they formed their 
bank, and so were little or nothing hurt by the darts that 
were thrown upon them from the wall, while others pulled 
the neighbouring hillocks to pieces, and perpetually brought 
earth to them ; so that while they were busy three sorts of 
ways, nobody was idle. However, the Jews cast great stones 
from the wans upon the hurdles which protected the men, 
with all sorts of darts also ; and the noise of what could not 
reach them was yet so terrible that it was some impediment 
to the workmen. 

9. Vespaman then set the engines for throwing stones and 
darts round about the city. The number of the engines was 
in all a hundred and sixty, and bid them fall to work, and 
dislodge those that were upon the wall. At the same time, 
such en^nes as were intended for that purpose threw at once 
lances upon them with a great noise, and stones of the weight 
of a talent were thrown by the engines that were prepared 
for that purpose, together with fire, and a vast multitude of 
arrows, which made the wall so dangerous that the Jews durst 
not only not come upon it, but durst not come to those parts 
within the wall which were reached by the engines ; for the 
multitude of the Araluan archers, as well as all diose also 
that threw darts and slung stones, fell to work at the same 
time with the engines. Yet did not the others lie still, when 
they could not throw at the Romans from a higher place ; 
for they then made sallies out of the city, like private rob- 
bers by parties, and puUed away the hurcUes that covered the 
workmen, and killed them when they were thus naked ; and 
when those workmen gave way, these cast away the earth 
that composed the bank, and burnt the wooden parta of it. 
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together with the bundles, till at length Vespasian permved 
that the intervals there were between the works were of dis- 
advantage to him ; for those spaces of ground afforded the 
Jews a place for assaulting the Romans. So he united the 
hurdles, and at the same time ioined one part oi the army 
to the (kher, which prevented the private exciursioins of the 
Jews. 

10. And when the bank was now raised, and brought 
nearer than ever to the battlements that belonged to the 
walls, Josephus thought it would be entirely wrong in him if 
he could make no contrivances in opposition to tneirs, and 
that might be for the dty^s preservation ; so he got together 
his workmen, and ordered them to build the. wall higher; 
and when they said that this was impos^ble to be done while 
80 many darts were thrown at them, he invented this sort of 
cover for them : he bid them fix piles, and expand before 
them the raw hides of oxen newly killed, that these hides^ 
by yielding and hollowing themselves when the stones were 
thrown at them, might receive them ; for that the other darts 
would sUde off them, and the fire that was thrown would be 
quenched by the moisture that was in them. And these he 
set before the workmen, and under them these workmen went 
on with their works in safety, and raised the wall higher, and 
that both by day and by night, till it was twenty cubits highi 
He also built a good number of towers upon the wall, and 
fitted it to strong battlements. This greatly discouraged the 
Romans, who, in their own opinions, were already gotten 
within the walls, while they were now at once astonished at 
Josephus^s contrivance, and at the fortitude of the oitis^U 
that were in the city. 

11. And now Vespasian was plnnly irritated at the greet 
subtilty of this stratagem, and at the boldness of the dtiaeni 
of Jotapata ; for taking heart again, upon the building of this 
wall, they made fresh sallies upon the Romans, and had every 
day conmcts with them by parties, together with all such coiu 
trivances as robbers make use of, ana with the plundering of 
all that came to hand, as also with the setting fire to all the 
other works ; and this till Vespasian made his army leave off 
fighting them, and resolved to lie round the city, and to starve 
them into a surrender, as supposing that either they would 
be forced to petition him for mercy, by want of provisions, 
or if they should have the courage to bold out till the last, 
they'Vould perish by famine ; and he concluded he should 
conquer them the more easily in fighting, if he gave them an 
interval, and then fell upon them when they were weakened 
by famine ; but still he gave orders that they should guard 
against their coming out of the dty. 

c 2 
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IS. Now the besieged had plenty of com within the city^ 
and indeed of all other necessaries ; but they wanted water^ 
because there was no fountain in the city, the people being 
there usually satisfied with rain water ; yet is it a rare thing 
in that country to have rain in summer ; and at this season^ 
during the si^e, they were in great distress for some contri- 
vance to satisfy their thirst ; and they were very sad at this 
time particularly, as if they were already in want of water 
entirely ; for Josephus, seemg that the city abounded with 
other necessaries, and that the men were of good courage^ 
and being desirous to protract the siege to the Romans longer 
than they expected, ordered their drink to be given them by 
measure ; but this scanty distribution of water by measure 
was deecCied by them as a thing more hard upon them than 
the want of it ; and their not being able to dnnk as much as 
they would, made them more desirous of drinking than they 
had otherwise been ; nay, they were as much disheartenea 
thereby as if they were come to the last degree of thirst. 
Nor were the Romans unacquainted with the state they were 
in ; for when they stood over against them, beyond the wall, 
they could see them running together, and takmg their water 
by measure, which made them throw their javelins thither, 
the place being within their reach, and k'dl a great many of 
them. 

IS. Hereupon Vespasian hoped that their receptacles of 
water would in no long time be emptied, and that they would 
be forced then to deliver up the city to him ; but Josephus 
being minded to break such his hope, gave command that 
^ they should wet a great many of their clouies, and hang them 
'about the battlements, till the entire wall was of a sudden all 
\wet with the running down of the water. At this sight the 
Romans were discouraged, and under consternation, when 
they saw them able to throw away in sport so much water, 
when they supposed them not to have enough to drink them- 
selves. This made the Roman general despair of taking the 
city by their want of necessaries, and to betake himself again 
to arms, and to try to force them to surrender, which was 
what the Jews greatly desired ; for as they despaired of either 
themselves or their city^s being able to escape, they preferred 
a death in battle before one by hunger ana thirst. 

14. However, Josephus contrived another stratagem be- 
sides the foregoing to get plenty of what they wanted. There 
was a certain rough and uneven place that could hardly be 
ascended, and, on that account, was not guarded by the sol. 
diers ; so Josephus sent out certain persons alon^ the western 
parts of the valley, and by them sent letters to whom he 
pleased of the Jews that were out of the city, and procured 
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from them what necessaries soever they wanted in the city in 
abundance : he enjoined them also to creep generally along 
by the watch, as they came into the city, and to cover their 
backs with such sheep skins as had their wool upon them, 
that if any one should spy them out in the night time, they 
might be believed to be dogs. This was done till the watch 
perceived the contrivance, and encompassed that rough place 
about themselves. 

15. And now it was that Josephus perceived that the city 
could not hold out long, and that his own life would be in 
doubt if he continued in it ; so he consulted how he and the 
most potent men of the city might fly out of it. When the 
multitude understood this, they came all round about him, and 
begged him, " Not to overlook them while they entirely de- 
pended on him, and him alone ; for that there was still hope 
of the city's deliverance, if he would stay with them ; because 
every body would undertake any pains with great cheerful- 
ness on his account, and in that case there would be some 
comfort for them also, though they should be taken. That 
it became him neither to fly from his enemies, nor to desert 
his friends, nor to leap out of that city, as out of a ship that 
was sinking in a storm, into which he "came when it was quiet 
and in a calm ; for that by going way he would be the cause 
of drowning the city, because nobody would then venture to 
oppose the enemy when he was cmce gone, upon whom they 
wholly confided.'' 

16. Hereupon Josephus avoided letting them know that he 
was to go away to provide for his own safety, but told them, 
that ^^ ne would go out of the city for their sakes ; for that 
if he stayed with them he should be able to do them little 
good, while they were in a safe condition ; and that if they 
were once taken, he should only perish with them to no pur- 
pose ; but that if he were once gotten free from this si^e, 
ne should be able to bring them very great relief ; for that 
he would then immediately get the Galileans together out of 
the country in -great multitudes, and draw the Romans off 
their city by another war. That he did not see what advan- 
tage he could bring to them now, by staying among them, 
but only provoke the Romans to besiege them more closely, 
as esteemmg it a most valuable thing to take him ; but that 
if they were once informed that he was fled out of the city, 
they would greatly remit of their eagerness against it." Yet 
did not this plea move the people, but inflamed them the 
more to hang about him. Accordingly, both the children, 
and the old men, and the women, with tlieir infants, came 
mourning to him, and fell down before him, and all of them 
caught bold of his feet and held him fast, and besought liim 
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wiifa ^reat kuneiitations, that be would Cake his share with 
thmn m their fortune ; and I think they did this, not that they 
enried his ddiveranoe, but that they hoped for their own ; 
£br they oould not think they should suffer any great misforw 
tune provided Josephus would but stay with them. 
. 17- Now Josephus thought, that if he resolved to stay, it 
would be ascribed to their entreaties, and if he resolved to go 
away by force he should be put into custody. His commise- 
ration also of the people under their lamentations had much 
broken that his eagerness to leave them ; so he reserved to 
stay, and arming himself with the common despur ci the 
oitusens, he said to tliem, ^* Now is the time to begin to fight 
in earnest, when there is no hope of deliverance left It is 
a brave thing to prefer glory before life, and to set about 
some such noble undertaking as may be remembered by late 
posterity.^ Having said this, he fell to work immediately, 
and made a sally, and dispersed the enemies^ outguards, and 
ran as far as the Roman camp itself, and puUea the cover- 
ings of their tents to pieces, that were upon their banks, and 
set fire to their works. And this was the manner in which 
he never left off fighting, neither the next day nor that after 
it, but went on with it for a considerable number both of 
days and nights. 

18. Upon this Vespasian, when he saw the Romans dis* 
tressed by these sallies (though they were ashamed to be 
made to run away by the Jews, and when at any time they 
made the Jews' run away their heavy armour would not let 
them pursue them far, while the Jewsi when they had per- 
formed any action, and before they could be hurt themselves, 
still retired into the city), ordered his armed men to avoid 
their onsets, and not fignt it out with men under desperation, 
while nothing is more courageous than despair; out that 
their violence would be quen(£ed when they saw they failed 
of their purposes, as fire is quenched when it wants fuel ; 
and that it was proper for the Romans to gain their victories 
as dieap as they oould, since they are not forced to fight, 
but only to enlarge their own dominions. So he repelled 
the Jews in great measure by the Arabian archers, and the 
Syrian slingers, and by those that threw stones at them ; nor 
was there any intermission of the great number of their offen- 
sive endues. Now the Jews suffered greatly by these en- 
gines, without being able to escape from them ; and when 
these engines threw their stones or javelins a great way, and 
the Jews were within their reach, they pressed hard upon the 
Ramans, and fought desperately, without sparing either soul 
or body ; one part succouring another by turns, when it was 
tired €hwD. 
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19. When, therefore, Vespasian looked upon himself as 
in a manner beueged by these sallies of the Jews, and when 
his banks were now not far from the walls, he determined to 
make use of his battering ram. This ram is a yast beam of 
wood, like the mast of a ship; its forepart is armed with a 
thick piece of iron at the head of it, which is so carved as to 
be like the head of a ram, whence its name is taken. This 
ram is slung in the air by ropes passing over its middle, and 
is hung like the balance in a pair of scales from another beam, 
and braced by strong beams that pass on both sides of it in 
the nature of a cross. When this ram is pulled backward by 
a great number of men, with united force, and then thrust 
forward by the same men with a niighty noise, it batters the 
walls with that iron part which is prominent. Nor is there 
any tower so strong, or wall so broad, that can resist any 
more than its first batteries, but all are forced to yield to it 
at last This was the experiment which the Roman general 
betook himself to, when he was eagerly bent upon taking the 
dty ; but he foufcid lying in the field so long to be to his dis* 
advantage, because the Jews would never let him be quiet. 
So these Romans brought the several engines for galling an 
enemy nearer to the walls, that they might reach such as were 
upon the wall, and endeavoured to frustrate their attempts ; 
these threw stones and javelins at them ; in the like manner 
did the archers and slingers come both together closer to the 
wall. This brought matters to such a pass that none of the , 
Jews durst mount the walls ; and then it was that the other ' 
Romans brought the battering ram, which was cased with 
hurdles all over, and in the upper part was secured by skins 
that covered it, and this both for the security of themselves 
and of the engine. Now at the very first stroke of this en^ne 
the wall was shaken, and a terrible clamour was raised by the 
people within the city, as if they were already taken. 

IM). And now when Josephus saw this ram still battering 
the same place, and that the wall would quickly be thrown 
down by it, he resolved to elude for a while the force of the 
engine : with tliis design he gave orders to fill sacks with chaff, 
and to hang them down before that place where they saw the 
ram always battering, that the stroke might be turned aside, 
or that the place might feel less of the strokes by the yield- 
ing nature of the chaff. This contrivance very much de- 
layed the attempts of the Romans, because, let them remove 
th«r engine to what part they pleased, those that were above 
it removed their sacks, and placed them over against the 
strokes it made, insomuch that the wall was no way hurt, 
and this by diversion of the strokes ; till the Romans made 
an opposite contrivance of long poles, and by tying hooks at 
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their ends cut cS the sacks. Now when the battering ram 
thus recovered its force, and the wall, having been but new)y 
built, was giving way, Josephus and those about him had 
afterward immediate recourse to fire to defend themselves 
withal ; whereupon they took what materiab soever they had 
that were but dry, and made a sally three ways, and set fire 
to the machines, and the hurdles, and the banks of the Ro- 
mans themselves; nor did the Romans well know how to 
come to their assistance, being at once under a constamation 
at the Jews^ boldness, and being prevented by the flames from 
coming to their assistance ; for the materials being dry with 
the bitumen and pitch that were among them, as was brim, 
stone also, the fire caught hold of every thing immediately, 
and what cost the Romans a great deal of pains was in one 
hour consumed. 

21. And here a certain Jew appeared worthy of our rela- 
tion and> commendation ^ he was the son of Sameas, and was 
called Eleazavj and was bom at Saab, in Galilee. This man 
took up a stone of a vast bigness, and threw it down from 
the wall upon the ram, and this with so great a force that it 
broke off the head of the engine. He also leaped down and 
took up the head of the ram from the midst of them, and, 
without any concern, carried it to the top of the wall, and this 
while he stood as a fit mark to be pelted by all his enemies. 
Accordingly he received the strokes upon his naked body, 
and was wounded with five darts ; nor did he mind any of 

' them, while he went up to the top of the wall, where he 
stood in the sight of them all, as an instance of Uie greatest 
boldness ; after which he threw himself on a heap, with his 
wounds upon him, and fell down together with the head of 
the ram. Next to him two brothers showed their courage ; 
their names were Netir and Philip^ both of them of the 
village Ruma, and both of them Galileans also. These men 
leaped upon the soldiers of the tenth legion, and fell upon 
the Romans with such a noise and force as to disorder their 
ranks, and put to flight all upon whomsoever they made their 

* assaults. 

22. After these men'^s performances, Josephus, and the 
rest of the multitude with him, took a great deal of fire and 
burnt both the machines and their coverings, with the works 
belonging to the fifth and to the tenth legion, which they put 
to flight ; when others followed them immediately, and buried 
those instruments and all their materials under ground. How*, 
ever, about the evening the Romans erected the battering 
ram again, against that part of the wall which had suffered 
before ; where a certain Jew that defended the city from the 
Romans hit Vespasian with a dart in his footy and wounded 
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him a little, die distance being so great that no mighty im- 
presmon could be made by the dart thrown so far off. How- 
ever, this caused the greatest disorder among the Romans ; 
for when those who stood near him saw his blood they were 
disturbed at it, and a report went abroad through the whole 
army that the general was wounded ; while the greatest part 
left the siege, and came running together with suprise and 
fear to the general ; and before them all came Titus, out of 
the concern he had for his father, insomuch that the multi- 
tude were in great confusion, and this out of the regard they 
had for their general, and by reason of the agony that the 
son was in. Yet did the father soon put an end to the son'^s 
fear, and to the disorder the army was under ; for being su- 
perior to his puns, and endeavouring soon to be seen by all 
that had been in a fright about him, he excited them to nght 
the Jews more briskly ; for now every body was willing to 
expose himself to danger immediately, in order to avenge 
their general ; and then they encouraged one another with loud 
YQiceSj and ran hastily to the walls. 

2S. But still Josephus, and those with him, although they 
fell down dead one upon another by the darts and stones 
which the engines threw upon them, yet did not they desert 
the wall but fell upon those who managed the ram, under 
the protection of the hurdles, with fire, and iron weapons, 
and stones; and these could do little or nothing, but fell 
themselves perpetually, while they were seen by those whom 
they could not see ; for the light of their own flame shone 
about them, and made them a most visible mark to the enemy, 
as they were in the day time, while the engines could not be 
seen at a great distance, and so what was thrown at them was 
hard to be avoided ; for the force with which these engines 
threw stones and darts iHade them hurt several at a time, and 
the violent noise of the stones that were cast by the engines 
was so great that they carried away the pinnacles of the wall, 
and brok^ off the corners of the towers ; for no body of men 
could be so strong as not to be overthrown to the last rank 
by the largness of the stones. And any one may learn the 
force of the engines by what happened this very night ; for 
as one of those that stood round about Josephus was near 
the wall, his head was carried away by such a stone, and his 
skull was flung as far as three furlongs. In the day time, 
also, a woman with child had her belly so violently struck, 
as she was just come out of her house, that the infant was 
carried to the distance of half a furlong, so great was the 
force of that engine. The noise of the instruments them- 
selves was very terrible; the sound of the darts and stones that 
were thrown by them was so also ; of the same sort was the 
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noise the dead bodies made, when they were dashed against 
the wall; and, indeed, dreadful was the clamour which these 
things raised in the women within the city, which was echoed 
back at the same time by the cries of such as were slain ; 
while the whole space of ground whereon they fought ran 
with blood, and the wall might have been ascended over by 
the bodies of the dead carcasses ; the mountains also oontn*. 
buted to increase the ncnse by their echoes, nor was there on 
that night any thing of terror wanting that could either affect 
the hearinc^ or the sight ; yet did a great part of those that 
fought so nard for Jotapata fall manfully, as were a great 
part of them wounded. However, the morning watch was 
come ere the wall yielded to the machines employed against 
it, though it had been battered without intermission. How- 
ever, those within covered their bodies with their armour, 
and raised works over against that part which was thrown 
down, before those machines were laid by which, the Romans 
were to ascend into the city. 

24. In the morning Vespasian got his army together, in 
order to take the city [by storm] after a little recreation upon 
the hard pains they baa been at the night before ; and as he 
was desirous to draw off those that opposed him from the 
plaoes where the wall had been thrown down, he made the 
most courageous of the horsemen get off their horses, and 
placed them in three ranks over against those ruins of the 
walls, but covered with their armour on every side, and with 
poles in their hands> that so these might begin their ascent as 
soon as the instruments for such ascent were laid ; behind 
them he placed the flower of the footmen ; but for the rest of 
the horse, he ordered them to extend themselves over agunst 
the wall, upon the whole hilly country, in order to prevent 
any from escaping out of the city when it should be taken ; 
ana behind these he placed the archers round about, and 
commanded them to have their darts ready to shoot. The 
same command he gave to the slingers, and to those that 
managed the engines, and bid them to take up other ladders, 
and have them ready to lay upon those parts of the wall 
which were yet untouched, that the besieged might be en- 
gaged in trying to hinder their ascent by them, and leave 
the guard of the parts that were thrown down, while the rest 
of them should be overborne by the darts cast at them, and 
might a£brd his men an entrance into the city. 

25. But Josephus, understanding the meaning of Vespa- 
nan^s contrivance, set the old men, together with those that 
were tired out, at the sound parts of the wall, as expecting no 
harm from those quarters, but set the strongest of nis men at 
the place where the wall was brd^en down, and before them 
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all, six men by themaelveB, among ivhom he took his Aare 
of die first ana greatest danger. He also gave orders, that 
*^ when the legions made a shout, they should stop their ears, 
that they might not be affrighted at it ; and that, to avoid the 
multitude of the enem j^s darts, they should bend down on 
th^ knees, and cover themselves with their shields; and that 
they should retreat a little backward for a while, tiU the 
archers should have emptied their quivers ; but that when the 
Bonums should lay their instruments for ascending the walls, 
diey should leap out on the sudden, and with their own in^ 
stAiments should meet the enemy; and that every one shoukl 
strive to do his best, in order, not to defend his own city, as 
if -it were possible to be preserved, but in order to revenge 
it, when it was already destroyed ; and that they should set 
before theiT eyes how their old men were to be slain, and 
their children and wives were to be killed immediately by 
the enemy ; and that they would beforehand spend all their 
fury on account of the calamities just coming upon them, 
ana Dour it out on the actors.''^ 

So. And thus did Josephus dispose of both his bodies of 
men ; but then for the useless part of the citizens, the women 
and children, when they saw their city encompassed by a 
threefold army (for none of the usual guards that had l>een 
fighting before were removed) ; when they also saw not only 
the walls thrown down, but their enemies, with swords in 
their hands; as also the hilly country above them shining with 
their weapons, and the darts in the hands of the Arabian 
archers, thcrjr made a final and lamentable outcry of destruc 
tion, as if tne misery were not only threatened, but actually 
oome upon them already. But Josephus ordered the women 
to be shut up in their houses, lest they should render the 
warUke actions of the men too effeminate, by making them 
commiserate their condition ; and commanded them to hold 
their peace, and threatened them if they did not ; while he 
came nimself before the breach, \^here his allotment was ; 
for all those who brought ladders to the other places, he took 
no notice of them, but earnestly waited for the shower of 
arrows that was coming. 

27. And now the trumpeters of the several Roman legions 
sounded together, and the army made a terrible shout, and 
the darts, as by order, flew so fast that they intercepted the 
light. However, Josephus^s men remembered the charges he 
had given them ; they stopped their ears at the sounds, and 
covered thor bodies against the darts; and as to the engines 
that were set ready to go to work, the Jews ran out upon 
them, before those that should have used them were gotten 
.npon them* And now, on the ascending of the soldiers^ there 
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was a great conflict, and many actions of the hands and of 
the soul were exhibited, while the Jews did earnestly endea- 
vour, in the extreme danger they were in, not to show less 
courage than those who without being in danger fought so 
stoutly against them ; nor did they leave struggling with the 
Romans, till they either fell down dead themselves or killed 
their antagonists. But the Jews grew weary with defending 
themselves continually, and had not enough to come in their 
places to succour them ; while on the side of the Romans, 
fresh men still succeeded those that were tired, and still new 
men soon got upon the machines for ascent, in the room (f 
those that were thrust down ; those encouraging one another, 
and joining ^de to side with their shields, which were a pro- 
tection to them, they became a body of men not to be 
broken ; and as this oand thrust away the Jews as though 
they were themselves but one body, they began already to get 
upon the wall. 

S8. Then did Josephus take necessity for his counsellor in 
this utmost distress (which necessity is very sagacious in in- 
vention, when it is irritated by despair), and gave orders to 
pour scalding oil upon those whose shields protected them. 
Whereupon mey soon got it ready, being many that brought 
it, and what they brought being a great quantity also, and 
poured it on all sides upon the Romans, and threw down upon 
them their vessels as they were still hissing from the heat of 
the fire ; this so burnt the Romans, that it dispersed that 
united band, who now tumbled down from the wall with 
horrid pains ; for the oil did easily run down the whole body 
from head to foot, under their entire armour, and fed upon 
their flesh like flame itself; its fat and unctuous nature ren- 
dered it soon heated, and slowly cooled ; and as the men were 
cooped up in their head-pieces and breast-plates, they could 
no way get free from this burning oil ; they could only leap 
and roll about in their pains, as they fell down from the 
bridges they, had laid. And as they thus were beaten back, 
and retired to their own party, who still pressed them forward, 
they were easily wounded by those that were behind them. 

^9. However, in this ill success of the Romans, their cou- 
rage did not fail them, nor did the Jews want prudence to 
oppose them ; for the Romans, although they saw their own 
men thrown down, and in a miserable condition, yet were 
they vehemently bent against those that poured the oil upon 
them, while every one reproached the man before him as a 
coward, and one that hindered him from exerting himself; 
and while the Jews made use of another stratagem to prevent 
their ascent, and poured boiling fenugreek upon the boards 
in ade^ to make them slip and fisdl down ; by which means 
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neither could those that were coining up, nor those that were 
going down, stand on their feet ; but some of tliem fell back- 
ward upon the machines on which they ascended, and were 
trodden upon ; many of them fell down on the bank they had 
raised, and when they were fallen upon it, were slain by the 
Jews ; for when the Romans could not keep their feet, the 
Jews being freed from fighting hand to hand, had leisure to 
throw their darts at them. So the general called off those 
soldiers in the evening, that had suffered so sorely, of whom 
the number of the slain was not a few, while that of the 
wounded was still greater ; but of the people of Jotapata, no 
more than six men were killed, although more than three 
hundred were carried off wounded. This fight happened on 
the twentieth day of the month Desius [Si van]. 

80. Hereupon Vespasian comforted his army on occasion 
of what, happened ; and as he found them angry indeed, but 
rather wanting somewhat to do than any farther exhortations, 
he gave orders to raise the banks still higher, and to erect 
three towers, each fifty feet high, and that they should cover 
them with plates of iron on every side, that they might be 
both firm by their weight, and not easily liable to be set on 
fire. These towers he set upon the banks, and placed upon 
them such as could shoot darts and arrows, with the lighter 
engines for throwing stones and darts also ; and besides tnese, 
he set upon them tne stoutest men among the slingers, who 
not being to be seen by reason of the height they stood upon, 
and the battlements that protected them, might throw tneir 
weapons at those tliat were upon the wall, and were easily 
seen by them. Hereupon the Jews, not being easily able to 
escape those darts that were thrown down upon their heads, 
nor to avenge themselves on those whom they could not see, 
and perceiving that the height of the towers was so great that 
a dart which they threw with their hand could hardly reach 
it ; and that the iron plates about them made it very hard to 
come at them by fire, they ran away from the walls, and fled 
hastily out of the dty, and fell upon those that shot at them. 
And thus did the people of Jotapata resist the Romans, while 
a great number of them were every day killed, without their 
being able to retort the evil upon their enemies ; nor could 
they keep them out of the city without danger to themselves. 

81. About this time it was that Vespasian sent out Traian 
against a city called Japha^ that lay near to Jotapata, and that 
desired innovatidtis, and was puffed up with the unexpected 
length bf the opposition of Jotapata. This Trajan was the 
commander of tne tenth legion, and to him Vespasian com- 
mitted one thousand horsemen, and two thousand footmen. 
When Trajan came to the city, be found it hard to be taken ; 
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for besides the natural strength of its situation, it was also 
secured by a double wall ; but when he saw the people of this 
city coining out of it, and ready to fight him, he joined battle 
with them ; and after a short resistance which they made, he 
pursued after them ; and as they fled to their first wall, the 
JAomans followed them so closely that they fell in together 
with them ; but when the Jews were endeavouring to get 
again within their second wall, their fellow-citizens shut them 
out, as being afraid that the Romans would force themselves 
in with them. It was certainly God, therefore, who brought 
the Romans to punish the Gauleans, and did then expose the 
people of the city every one of them manifestly to be de- 
stroyed by their bloody enemies ; for they fell upon the sates 
in great crowds, and earnestly calUng to those that kept them, 
ana that by their names also, yet had they th^ throats cut in 
the very midst of their 8up|:^cations ; for the enemy shut the 
gates 01 the first wall, and their own citizens shut the gates of 
the second ; so they were enclosed between two walls, and 
were slain in great numbers together ; many of them were 
run through by swords of their own men, and many by their 
own sworcb, l>esides an immense number that were slain by 
the Romans. Nor had they any courage to revenge them* 
selves ; for there was added to the consternation they were in 
from the enemy, their being betrayed by their own friends, 
which quite broke their spirits ; and at last they died, curs- 
Ing, not the Romans, but their own citizens, till they were all 
destroyed, being in number twelve thousand. So Trajan 
gathered that the city was empty of people that could fight, 
and although there should a few of them be therein, he sup- 
posed that they would be too timorous to venture upon any 
opposition ; so he reserved the taking of the city to the ge- 
neral. Accordingly he sent messengers to Vespasian, and 
desired him to send his son Titus to finish the victory he had 
gained. Vespasian hereupon imagining there might be some 
pains still necessary, sent his son with an army of five hun- 
dred horsemen, and one thousand footmen. So he came 
quickly to the city, and put his army in order, and set Traian 
over the left wing, while he had the right himself, and led 
them to the siege ; and when the soldiers brought ladders to 
be laid agmnst the wall on every side, the Galueans opposed 
them from above for a while, but soon afterward they left the 
walls. Then did Titus^s men leap into the city, and seized 
upon it presently ; but when those that were in it were gotten 
together, there was a fierce battle between them ; for the men 
of power fell upon the Romans in the narrow streets, and the 
women threw whatsoever came next to hand at them, and 
sustained a fight with them for six hours time ; but when the 
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jBghUn^ mm were spent, and the rest of the multitude had 
their tmroats cut, partly in the open air, and partly in their 
Qwn houpes, both young and old together. So there were no 
maka now remaining besides infants, which, with the women, 
were carried as slaves into captivity ; so that the number of 
the slain, both now in the city andi at the former fight, was 
fifteen thousand, and the captives were two thousand one 
hundred and thirty. This calamity befell the Galileans on 
the twenty-fifth day of the month Desius [Sivan]. 

3S« Nor did the Samaritans escape their share of misfor* 
tunes at this time ; for they assembled themselves together 
upon the mountain called Gerizzim, which is with them an 
holy mountain, and there they remained ; which collection of 
theurs, as well as the courageous minds they showed, could not 
but threaten somewhat of war ; nor were they rendered wiser 
by the miseries that had come upon their neighbouring ddea. 
They also, notwithstanding the great success the Romans 
had/marehed on in an unreasonable manner, depending on 
their own weakness, and were disposed for any tiunult upon 
its first appearance. Vespasian therefore thought it best to 
prevent tneir motions, and to cut off the foundation of their 
attempts. For although all Samaria had ever garrisons settled 
among them, yet did the number of those that were come to 
Mount Gerizzim, and their conspiracy together, give ground 
for fear what they would be at ; therefore he sent thither 
Cerealis, the commander of the fifth legion, with six hundred 
horsemen and three thousand footmen, who did not think it 
safe to go up the mountain and give them battle, because 
many of the enemy were on the higher part of the ground ; so 
he encompassed sol the lower part of the mountam with his 
army, ana watched them all that day. Now it happened that 
the Samaritans, who were now destitute of water, were in- 
flamed with a violent heat (for it was summer-time, and the 
multitude had not provided themselves with necessaries), inso- 
much that some of them died that very day with heat, while 
others of them preferred slavery before such a death as thai 
was, and fled to tlie Romans ; by whom Cerealis understood^ 
that those which still stayed there were very much broken bj^ 
their misfortunes. So he went up the mountcdn, and havii^ 
placed his forces round about the enemy, he, in the first place, 
exhorted them to take the security of his right hand, and 
come to terms with him, and thereby save themselves ; and 
assiured them, that if they would lay down their arms, he 
would secure them from any harm ; but when he could not 
prevail with them, he fell upon them and slew them all, being 
m number eleven thousand and six hundred. This was done 
on the twenty.seventh day of the month of Desius [Sivan], 
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And these were the calamities that befell the Samaritans at 
this time. 

Sd. But as the people of Jotapata still held out manfully, 
and bore up under their miseries beyond all that could be 
hoped for, on the forty-seventh day [of the siege] the banks 
cast up by the Romans were become higher than the wall ; 
on which day a certain deserter went to Vespasian, and told 
him how few were left in the city, an^ how weak they were, 
and that they had been so worn out with perpetual watching, 
and as also perpetual fighting, that they could not now oppose 
any force that came against them, and that they miglit be 
taken by stratagem, if any one would attack them ; for that 
about the last watch of the night, when they thought they 
might have some rest from the hardships they were under, 
and when a morning sleep used to come upon them, as they 
were thoroughly weary, he said the watch used to fall asleep ; 
accordingly his advice was, that they should make the attack 
at that hour. But Vespasian had a suspicion about this de- 
serter, as knowing how faithful the Jews were to one another, 
and how much they despised any punishments that could be 
inflicted on them ; this last, because one of the people of 
Jotapata had undergone all sorts of torments, and thougn they 
made him pass through a fiery trial of his enemies in his 
examination, yet would he inform them nothing of the affairs 
iinthin the city, and as he was crucified, smiled at them. 
However, the probability there was in the relation itself did 
partly confirm the truth of what the deserter told them, and 
they thought he might probably speak truth. However, 
Vespasian thought they should be no great sufierers if the 
repof t was a sham ; so he commanded them to keep the man 
in custody, and prepared the army for taking the city. 

S4. According to which resolution they marched without 
noise, at the hour that had been told them, to the wall ; and 
it was Titus himself that first got upon it, with one of his tri- 
bunes, Dobitius Sabinus, and had a few of the fifteenth legion 
along with him. So they cut the throats of the watch, and 
entered the city very quietly. After these came Cerealis the 
tribune, and Placidus, and led on those that were under them. 
Now when the citadel was taken, and the enemy were in the 
very midst of the city, and when it was already day, yet was 
not the taking of tlie city known by those that held it ; for a 
great many of them were fast asleep, and a great mist, which 
then by chance fell upon the city, hindered those that got up 
from distinctly seeing the case they were in, till the whole 
Roman army was gotten in, and they were raised up only to 
find the miseries they were under ; and as they were slaying 
they perceived the city was taken. And for the Romans 
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they 80 well remembered what they had suffered during the 
»ege, that they spared none, nor pitied any, but drove the 
people down the precipice from tne citadel, and slew them 
as tney drove them down ; at which time the difficulties of the 
place hindered those that were still able to fi^ht from defend* 
ing themselves ; for as they were distressea in the narrow 
streets, and could not keep their feet sure along the preci- 
pice, they were overpowered with the crowd of those that 
came fighting them down from the citadel. This provoked a 
great many, even of those chosen men that were about Jose- 
phus, to Kill themselves with their own hands; for when 
they «aw that they could kill none of the Romans, they re* 
solved to prevent being killed by the Romans, and got toge- 
ther in great numbers in the utmost parts of the city, and 
killed themselves. 

35. However, such of the watch as at the first perceived 
they were taken, and ran away as fast as they could, went up 
into one of the towers on the north side of the city, and for 
a while defended themselves there ; but as they were encom* 
passed with a multitude of enemies, they tried to use their 
light hands when it was too late, and at length cheerfully 
offered their necks to be cut off by those that stood over 
them. And the Romans might have boasted, that the con^ 
elusion of that siege was without blood [on their side] if there 
had not been a centurion, Antonius, who was slain at the 
taking of the city. His death was occasioned by the follow^ 
ing treachery : for there was one of those that were fled into 
the caverns, which were a great number, who desired that this 
Antonius would reach him his right hand for his security, and 
would assure him that he would preserve him, and ^ve him 
his assistance in getting up out of the cavern ; accordingly^ 
he incautiously reached him his right hand, when the other 
man prevented him, and stabbed him under his loins with a 
spear, and killed him immediately. 

36^ And on this day it was that the Romans slew all the 
multitude that appeared openly : but on the following days 
they searched the hiding-places, and fell upon those that were 
under ground and in the caverns, and went thus through 
every age, excepting the infants and the women, and of these 
there were gathered together as captives, twelve hundred ; and 
as for those th^t were slain at the taking of the city and in 
the former fights, they were numbered to be forty thousand. 
So Vespasian gave order that the city should be entirely de- 
molished, and all the fortifications burnt down. And. thus 
was Jotapata taken, in the thirteenth year of the reign of 
Nero, on the first day of the month Panemus [Tamuz]. 

VOL. IV. D 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Ham Josephus noas discovered hy a Womcm^ amd wu wiUing- 
to deliver himself up to the Romans ; and what Discourse 
he had with his own men when they endeavoured to hinder 
him ; and what he said to Vespasian wlien he ztfos hrought 
to him ; and after what manner Vespasian used him after- 
wards. 

§ 1. And now the Romans searched for Josephus, both oiit 
of the hatred they bore him, and because their general was 
very desirous to have him taken ; for he reckoned that if he 
were once taken, the greatest part of the war would be over. 
They then searched among the dead, and looked into the 
most concealed recesses of the city : but as the city was first 
taken, he was assisted by a certain supernatural providence ; 
for he withdrew himself from the enemy, when he was in the 
midst of them, and leaped into a certain deep pit, whereto 
there adjoined a large aen at one side of it, which den could 
not be seen by those that were above ground : and here he 
met with forty persons of eminency, that had concealed them- 
selves, and with provisions enough to satisfy them for not a 
few days. So in the day-time he hid himself from the ene- 
my, wno had seized upon all places, and in the night-time 
he got up out of the aen; ana looked about for some way 
of escaping, and took exact notice of the watch : but as ail 
places were guarded every where on his account, that there 
was no way of getting off unseen, he went down again into 
tbe den. Thus he concealed himself two days ; but on the 
third day, when they had taken a woman who had been with 
them, he was discovered. Whereupon Vespasian sent imme- 
diately and zealously, two tribunes, Paulinus and Gallicanus, 
and ordered them to give Josephus their right hands as a se- 
curity for his life, and to exhort him to come up. 

S. So they came and invited the man to come up, and gave 
him assurances that his life should be preserved : but they did 
not prevail with him ; for he gathered suspicions from the 
probability there was, that one who had done so many things 
against the Romans must suffer for it, though not m^m the 
mild temper of those that invited him. However, he was 
afrud that he was invited to come up in order to be punished, 
until Vespasian sent, besides these, a third tribune, Nicanor, 
to him ; he was one that was well known to Josephus, and 
had been his familiar acquaintance in old time. When he 
was come, he enlarged upon the natural mildness of the Ro- 
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mans towards those they have once conquered, and tdd him^ 
that he had behaved himself so valiantly that the commanders 
rather admired than hated him : that the general was very 
desirous to have him brought to him, not in order to punish 
him (for that he could do, though he should not come volun* 
tarily), but that he was determmed to preserve a man of his 
courage. He moreover added this, that Vespasian, had he 
been resolved to impose upon him, would not have sent to 
him a friend of his own, nor put the fairest colour upon the 
vilest action, by pretending friendship, and meaning perfidi* 
ousness ; nor would he have himself acquiesced, or come to 
him, had it been to deceive him. 

3. Now as Josephus began to hesitate with himself about 
Nicanor's proposal, the soldiery were so angry that they ran 
hastily to set fire to the den ; but the tribune would not per* 
mit them so to do, as being very desirous to take the man 
alive. And now, as Nicanor lay hard at Josephus to comply, 
and he understood how the multitude of his enemies threat- 
ened him, he called to mind the dreams which he had dreamed 
in the night-time, whereby Grod had signified to him before- 
hand, both the future calamities of the Jews and the events 
that concerned the Homan emperors. Now, Josephus was 
able to give shrewd conjectures about the interpretation of 
such dreams as have been ambiguously delivered by Grod; 
Moreover, he was not unacquainted with the prophecies cod« 
tained in the sacred books, as being a priest himself, and of 
the posterity of priests ; and just then was he in an ecstacy, 
and setting before him the tremendous images of the dreams 
he had lately h^, he put up a secret prayer to God, and said^ 
** Since it pleaseth thee, who hast created the Jewish nation^ 
to depress the same, and since all their good fortune is gone 
over to the Romans, and since thou hast made choice of this 
soul of mine to foretel what is to come to pass hereafter, I 
willingly give them my hands, and am content to live. And 
I protest openly, that I do not ^ over to the Romans as a 
deserter of the Jews, but as a mmister from thee.*" 

4. When he had said this, he complied with Nicanor'^s in- 
vitation. But when those Jews who had fled with him un- 
derstood that he yielded to those that invited him to come up, 
they came about hiiQ in a body, and cried out, *^ Nay, indeed, 
now may the laws of our forefathers, which Qod ordained 
himself, well groan to purpose ; that God, we mean, who 
hath created the souls of tne Jews of such a temper that 
they despise death. O Josephus ! art thou still fond of life ? 
and. canst thou bear to see the light in a state of slavery ? 
How soon hast thou forgotten thyself? How many hast thou 
persuaded to lose their lives for liberty ? Thou hast therefore 

n2 



36 THE JEWISH WAE, BOOK IH, 

had a false re{)utation for manhood, and a like false reputa- 
tion for wisdom, if thou canst hope for preservation from those 
against whom thou hast fought so zealously, and art, how- 
ever, wiUing to be preserved by them, if they be in earnest. 
But although the good fortune of the Romans hath made 
thee forget thyself, we ought to take care that the glory of 
our forefathers may not be tarnished. We will lend thee our 
right hand and a sword ; and if thou wilt die willingly, thou 
wut die as gefieral of the Jews ; but if unwillingly, thou wilt 
die as a traitor to them."^ As soon as they had said this, they 
began to thrust their swords at him, and threatened they, 
would kill him if he thought of yielding himself to the 
Romans. 

5. Upon this Josephus was afraid of their attacking him, 
and yet thought he should be a betrayer of the commands of 
God, if he died before they were delivered. So he began to 
talk like a philosopher to tnem, in the distress he was then in,, 
when he said thus to them : ^^ O my friends, why are we so 
earnest to kill ourselves ? and why do we set our soul and 
body, which are such dear companions, at such varianoc ? 
Can any one pretend that I am not the man I was formerly ? 
Nay, the Romans are sensible how that matter stands well 
enough. It is a brave thing to die in war, but so that it be 
according to the law of war, by the hand of conquerors. If, 
therefore, I avoid death from the sword of the Romans, I am 
truly worthy to be killed by my own sword, and my own 
hand ; but if they admit of mercy, and would spare their 
enemy, how much more ought we to have mercy upon our- 
selves, and to spare ourselves ? for it is certainly a foolish 
thing to do that to ourselves which we quarrel with them for 
doing to us. I confess freely, that it is a brave thing to die 
for liberty, but still so that it be in war, and done by those 
who take that liberty from us ; but in the present case, our 
enemies do neither meet us in battle, nor do they kill us. 
Now he is equally a coward who will not die when ' he is 
obliged to die, and he who will die when he is not obliged, 
so to do. What are we afraid of when we will not go up to 
the Romans? Is it death? If so, what we are afraid of when 
we but suspect our enemies will inflict it on us, shall we in- 
flict it on ourselves for certain ? But it may be said, we 
must be slaves. And are we then in a clear state of liberty 
at present ? It may also be said, thajt it is a manly act for 
one to kill himself. No, certmnly, but a most unmanly one ; 
as I should esteem that pilot to be an arrant coward, who, 
out of fear of a storm, snould sink his ship of his own ac 
cord. Now, self-murder is a crime most remote from the 
common nature of all animals, and an instance of impiety 
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againfit God our Creator: nor indeed is there any animal that 
dies by its own contrivance, or by its own means ; for the 
desire of life is a law engraven in them all ; on which account 
we deem those that openly take it away from us to be our 
enemies, and those that do it by treachery are punished for 
so doin^. And do not you tliink that God is very angry when 
a man does injury to what he hath bestowed on. him? for 
from him it is that we have received our being, and we ought 
to leave it to his disposal to take that being away from us. 
The bodies of all men are indeed mortal, and are created out 
of corruptible matter ; but the soul is ever immortal, and is a 
portion of the divinity that inhabits our bodies. Besides, if 
any one destroys or abuses a depositum he hath received from 
a mere man, he is esteemed a wicked and perfidious person ; 
but then, if any one cast out of his body this divine depoaU 
turn, can we imagine that he who is thereby affronted doe9 
not know of it ? Moreover, our law j ustly ordains that slaves 
who run away from their masters shall be punished, though 
the masters they ran away from may have oeen wicked mas- 
ters to them. And shall we endeavour to run away from God, 
who is the best of all masters, and not think ourselves guilty 
of impiety P Do not you know that those who depart out 
of this life acccording to the law of nature, and pay tnat debt 
which was received from God, when he that lent it us is 
jdeased to require it back a^ain, enjoy eternal fame ? that 
their houses and their postenty are sure, that their souls are 
pure and obedient, and obtain a most holy place in heaven, 
from whence, in the revolution of ages, they are again sent 
into pure bodies ; while the souls of those whose hands have 
acted madly against themselves, are received by the darkest 
place in Hades, and while God, who is their father, punishes 
those that offend against either of them in their posterity ; 
for which reason God hates such doings, and the crime is 

Eunished by our most wise legislator. Accordingly, our 
iws determine that the bodies of such as kill themselves 
should be exposed till the sun be set, without burial, although 
at the same time it be allowed by them to be lawful to bury 
our enemies [sooner]. The laws of other nations also enjoin 
such men^s hands to be cut off when they are dead, which 
had been made use of in destroying themselves when alive, 
idiile they reckoned, that as the body is ahen from the soul, 
so is the hand alien from the body. It is therefore, my friends, 
a right thing to reason justly, and not add, to the calamities 
which men bring upon us, impiety towards our Creator. If 
we have a mind to preserve ourselves, let us do it ; for to be 
preserved by those our enemies, to whom we have given so 
many demonstrations of our courage, is no way inglorious ; 
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but if we have a mmd to die, it is good to die by the hand 
of those that have conquered us. For my part, I will not 
run over to our enemies quarters, in order to be a traitor to 
myself; for certainly I should then be much more foolish than 
those that deserted to the enemy, ance they did it in order to 
save themselves, and I should do it for destruction^ for my 
own destruction. However, I heartily wish the Romans may 
prove treacherous in this matter ; for if, after their offer of 
their right hand for security, I be shun by them, I shall die 
cheerfuUy, and carry away with me the sense of their perfi. 
diousness, as a consolation greater than victory itself.^ 

6. Now these and many tne like motives did Josephus use 
to these men, to prevent their murdering themselves ; but 
desperation bad snut their ears, as having long ago devoted 
themselves to die, and they were irritated at Josephus, They 
then ran upon him with their swords in their hands, one 
from one quarter, and another from another, and called him 
a coward, and every one of them appeared openly as if he 
were ready to smite him ; but he, csuung to one ol them by 
name, and looking like a general to another, and taking a 
third by the hand, and making a fourth ashamed of himself, 
by praying him to forbear, and being in this condition dis- 
tracted with various passions (as he well might in the great 
distress he was then in), he kept off every one of their swords 
from killing him, and was forced to do Uke such wild beasts 
as are encompassed about on every »de, who always turn 
themselves against those that last touched them. Nay, some 
of their riffbt hands were debilitated by the reverence they 
bare to theur general, in these his fatal calamities, and their 
swords dropped out of their hands ; and not a few of them 
there were who, when they aimed to smite him with their 
swords, they were not thoroughly either willing or able to. 
do it. 

7. However, in this extreme distress, he was not destitute 
of his usual sagacity ; but trusting himself to the providence 
of God, he put his life into hazard [in the manner follow- 
ing] : " And now,'' said he, " ance it is resolved among you 
that you will die, come on; let us commit our mutual deaths 
to determination by lot. He whom the lot falls to first, let 
him be killed by hun that hath the second lot, and thus for- 
tune shall make its progress through us all ; nor shall any of 
us perish by his own right hand, for it would be unfair, if, 
when the rest are gone, somebody should repent and save 
himself.'' This proposal appeared to them to be very just ; 
and when he had prevailed with them to determine this mat- 
ter by lots, he drew one of the lots for himself also. He who 
bad the first lot laid his nects: bare to him that had the next. 
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as suppoidiig that the general would die among them imme^i 
diatefy ; for they thought death, if Jose{^us might but die 
ndth them, was sweeter than life : yet was he with another 
left to the last, whether we must say it happened so by chance^ 
or whether by the providence of God. And as he was very 
dearous neither to oe condemned by the lot, nor, if he had 
been left to the last, to imbrue his nght hand in the blood <^ 
his countrjrman, he persuaded him to trust his fidelity to him, 
and to live as well as himself. 

8. Thus Josephus escaped in the war with the Romans, and 
in this his own war with nis friends, and was led by Nicanor 
to Vespasian. But now all the Romans ran together to see 
tiim ; and as the multitude pressed one upon another about 
their general, there was a tumult of a various kind ; while 
aome rejcHced that Josedbus was taken, and some threatened 
him, and some crowded to see him very near ; but thos^ that 
were more remote cried out to have this their enemy put to 
death, while those that were near called to mind the actioqs 
be had done, and a deep concern appeared at the change of 
his fortune. Nor were there any of the Roman commanders, 
how much soever they had been enraged at him before, but 
relented when they came to the sight of him. Above all the 
rest, Titus^s own valour, and Josephus^s own patience under 
his a£9ictions, made him pity him, as did also the commise- 
ration of his age, when he Recalled to mind that but a little 
while ago he was fighting, but lay now in the hands of his 
enemies ; which made him consider the power of fortune, and 
how quick is the turn of a£^rs in war, and how no state of 
men is sure ; for which reason he then made a great many 
more to be of the same pitiful temper with himself, and in- 
duced them to commiserate Josephus. He was also of great 
weight in persuading his father to preserve him. However, 
Vespasian gave strict orders that he should be kept with great 
caution, as though he would, in a very little time, send him to 
to Nero. 

9. When Josephus heard him give those orders, he said, 
that he had somewhat in his mind that he would willingly 
say to himself alone. When, therefore, they were all ordered 
to withdraw, excepting Titus and two of their friends, he 
said, ^' Thou, O Vespasian, thinkest no more than that thou 
hast taken Josephus himself captive ; but I am come to thee 
as a messenger of great tidings ; for had not I been sent by 
God to thee, I knew what was the law * of the Jews in this 

* I do not know where to find the law of Moees here mcntiosed by Joec* 
phiu» and afterward by Eleazor, fi. vii. .ch« viU. tiect. 7» voL iv. and almoet 
noplied la B. i. ch. xiiL fecr. 10, voL iii. by Joaephus*8 ootamcDdatMn of 
PIniaeluf for doiog so ; I meao, whereby Jewish generals aod people wev 
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case, and how it becomes generals to die. Dost thou send 
me to Nero? For why? Are Nero^s successors till they 
come to thee still alive ? Thou, O Vespasian, art Caesar axA 
emperor, thou and this thy son. Bina me now still faster, 
and keep me for thyself; for thou, O Csssar, art not only 
lord over me, but over the land and the sea, and all mankind; 
and certainly I deserve to be kept in closer custody than I 
now am in, in order to be punished, if I rashly affirm any 
thing of God.^ When he had said this, Vespasian at present 
did not believe him, but supposed that Josephus said this as 
a cunning trick in order to his own preservation ; but in a 
little time he was convinced, and believed what he said to be 
true, Grod himself erecting his expectations so as to think of 
obtaining the empire, and by other signs foreshewing his ad- 
vancement. He also found Josephus to have spoken truth 
on other occasions ; for one of those friends that were present 
at that secret conference said to Josephus, ^^ I cannot but 
wonder how thou couldst not foretel to the people of Jota^ 
pata, that they should be taken, nor coulast foretel this 
captivity which hath happened to thyself, unless what thou 
now sayest be a vain thing in order to avoid the rage that 
is risen agtunst thyself.'* To which Josephus rephed, *' I 
did foretelto the people of Jotapata that they woula be taken 
on the forty-seventh day, and that I should be caught alive 
by the Romans.*** Now when Vespasian had inquired of the 
captives privately about these predictions, he found them to 
be true, and then he began to believe those that concerned 
himself. Yet did he not set Josephus at liberty from his 
bands, but bestowed on him suits of clothes, and other pre- 
cious gifts ; he treated him also in a very obliging manner, 
and continued so to do, Titus still joining his interest in the 
honours that were done him. 
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CHAP. IX. 

How Joppa tms tdkeuy and Tiberias delivered up. 

1. Now Vespasian returned to Ptolemais on the fourth 
lay of the month Panemus [Tamuz], and from thence he 
came to Csesarea, which lay by the sea-side. This was a very 
great city of Judea, and for the greatest part inhabited by 
Greeks. The citizens here received both the Roman army 

obliged to kill themselves, rather than go into slavery under heathens. I 
doubt this would have been no better than adf-mwrder ; and I believe it was 
rather some vain doctrine, or interpretation of the rigid Pharisees, or Essens, 
or Herodians, than a just oonsequenoe iMffox any law of God delivered by 
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and its general with all sorts of acclamations and rejcHcingS) 
and this partly out the good will they bore to the Romans^ 
but prinopallj out of the hatred they bore to those that were 
txmquered by them ; on which account they came clamour- 
ing against tfosephus in crowds, and desired he might be put 
to death. But Vespasian passed over this petition concern-* 
ing him, as offered by the injudicious multitude, with a bare 
silence. Two of the legions also he placed at Caesarea, that 
they might there take their winter-quarters, as perceiving the 
city very fit for such a purpose ; but he placed the tenth and 
the fifth at Scythopolis, that he might not distress Csesarea 
with the entire army. This place was warm even in winter, 
as it was suffocating hot in the summer-time, by reason of its 
situation in a plsdn, and near to the sea [of OaUlee]. 

ft: In the meantime there were gathered together, as well 
such as had seditiously got out from among their enemies, as 
those that had escaped out of the demolished cities, which 
were in all a great number, and repaired Joppa, which had 
been left desolate by Cestius, that it might serve them for a 

Elace of refuge; and because the adjoining region had been 
dd waste in the war, and was not capable of supporting 
them, they determined to go off to sea. They also built 
themselves a great many piratical ships, and turned pirates 
upon the seas near to Syria, and Phenicia, and Egypt, and 
made those seas unnavigable to all men. Now as soon as 
Vespasian knew of their conspiracy, he sent both footmen 
and horsemen to Joppa, who entered the city, which was 
imguarded, in the night time; however, those that were in it 
perceived that they should be attacked, and were afraid of it; 
yet did they not endeavour to keep the Romans out, but fled 
to their ships, and lay at sea all night, out of the reach of 
their darts. 

3. Now Joppa is not naturally a haven, for it ends in a 
rough shore, where all the rest of it is strait, but the two ends 
bent towards each other, where there are deep /precipices, 
and great stones that jet out into the sea, and where the chains 
wherewith Andromeda was bound have left their footsteps, 
which attest to the antiquity of that fable. But the north 
wind opposes and beats upon the shore, and dashes mighty 
waves against the rocks wnich receive them, and renders the 
haven more dangerous than the country they had deserted. 
Now as these people of Joppa were floating about in this 
sea, in the morning there fell a violent wind upon them ; it 
is called by those that sail there, t/ie black north wind^ and 
there dashed their ships one against another, and dashed 
some of them against the rocks, and carried many of them 
by force, while they strove against the opposite waves,' into 
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the main 6Ca ; for the shore was so rocky, and had so many 
of the enemy upon it, that they were afraid to come to land; 
nay, the wave^ rose so very high that they drowned them : 
nor was there any place whither they coula fly, nor any way 
to save themselves, while they were thrust out of the sea by 
the violence of the wind, if tney staid where they were; and 
out of the city, by the violence of the Romans. And much 
lamentation there was when the ships were dashed against one 
another, and a terrible noise when they were broken to pieces; 
and some of the multitude that were in them were covered 
with the waves, and so perished, and a great many were em^ 
barrassed with shipwrecks. But some of them thought, that 
to die by their own swords was lighter than by the sea, and 
so they killed themselves before they were drowned; although 
the greatest part of them were carried by the waves, and 
dashed to pieces agwist the abrupt parts of the rocks, inso- 
much that the sea was bloody a long way, and the maritime 
parts were full of dead bodies ; for the Romans came upon 
those that were carried to the shore, and destroyed them ; and 
the number of the bodies that were thus thrown out of the 
sea was four thousand and two hundred. The Romans also 
took the city without opposition, and utterly demolished it. 

4. And thus was Joppa taken twice by the Romans in a 
* little time ; but Vespasian, in order to prevent these pirates 

from coming thither any more, erected a camp there, where 
the citadel of Joppa haa been, and left a body of horse in it, 
witli a few footmen ; that these last might stay there and guard 
the camp, and the horsemen might spoil the country that lay 
round it, and might destroy the neighbouring villages and 
smaller cities. So these troops overran the country, as they 
were ordered to do, and every day cut to pieces and laid de- 
solate the whole region. 

5. But now when the fate of Jotapata was related at Jeru- 
salem, a great many at the first disbelieved it, on account of 
the vastness of the calamity, and because they had no eye- 
witness to attest the truth of what was related about it ; 
for not one person was saved to be a messenger of that news, 
but a fame was spread abroad at random, that the city was 
taken, as such fame usually spreads bad news about. How- 
ever, the truth was known by degrees, from the places near 
Jotapata, and appeared to all to be too true. Yet were there 
fictitious stories added to what was really done ; for it was 
reported that Josephus was slain at the taking of the city, 
which piece of news filled Jerusalem full of sorrow, in 
every bouse also, and among all to whom any of the slain 
were allied, there was a lamentation for them ; but the 
mourning ,for the commander was a public one ; and some 
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mourned for those that had lived with them, others for their 
kindred, others for their friends, and others for their bre- 
thren, but all mourned for Josephus; insomuch that the 
lamentation did not cease in the city before the thirtieth day; 
and a great many hired mourners,* with their pipes, who 
should begin the melancholy ditties for them. 

6. But as the truth came out in time, it appeared how the 
affairs of Jotapata really stood ; yet was it lound that the 
death of Josephus was a fiction ; and when they understood 
that he was alive, and was among the Romans, and that the 
commanders treated him at another rate than they treated 
captives, they were as vehemently angry at him now, as they 
had shewed their good will before, when he appeared to have 
been dead. He was also abused by some, as having been a 
coward, and by others as a deserter ; and the city was full of 
indignation at him, and of reproaches cast upon him ; their 
rage was also aggravated by their afflictions, and more in- 
flamed by their ill success ; and what usually becomes an 
occasion of caution to wise men, I mean affliction, became a 
spur to tliem to venture on further calamities, and the end of 
one misery became still the beginning of another : they there- 
fore resolved to fall on the Romans the more vehemently, as 
resolving to be revenged on him in revenging themselves on 
the Romans. And mis was the state of Jerusalem as to the 
troubles which now came upon it. 

7. But Vespasian, in order to see the kingdom of Agrippa^ 
while the king persuaded him himself so to do (partly in 
order to his treating the general and his army in the best and 
most splendid manner his private affairs would enable him 
to do, and partly that he might, by their means, correct such 
things as were amiss in his government) he removed from that 
Caesarea which was by the sea^side, and went to that which 
is called Ccesarea Philippi ; -{- and there he refreshed his army 
for twenty days, and was himself feasted by king Agrippa, 
where he also returned public thanks to God for the good 
success he had had in his undertakings* But as soon as he 
was informed that Tiberias was fond of innovations, and that 
TarichesB had revolted, both which cities were parts of the 
kingdom of Agrippa, and was satisfied within lumself that 
the Jews were every where perverted [from their obedience 
to their governors], he thought it seasonable to make an ex- 

* These public nioumen, hired upon the supposed death of Josephus, and 
the real death of many more, illuslrate some passages in the Bible, wliicfa 
suppose the same customs, as Matt. xi. 17) where the reader may consult 
the notes of Grotius. 

•j- Of this CiBsarea Philippi (twice mentioned in our New Testament, Matt. 
xvi 13, Mark viii* 27)} there arc colas still extant, as Spauheim here iofonuftus* 
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pedition a^nst these cities, and that for the sake of Agrippa, 
and in order to bring his cities to reason. So he sent away 
his son Titus to [the other] Ca?sarea, that hc^ight bring the 
army that lay there to Scythopolis, which is the largest city 
of Decapolis, and in the neighl)oiirhood of Tiberias, whither 
he came, and where he waited for his son. He then came 
with three legions, and pitched his camp thirty furlongs off 
Tiberias, at a certain station easily seen by the innovators ; it 
is named Sennabris. He also sent Valerian, a decurion, with 
fifty horsemen, to speak peaceably to those that were in the 
city, and to exhort them to give him assurances of their fide- 
lity; for he had heard that the people were desirous of peace, 
but were obliged by some of the seditious part to join with 
them, and so were forced to fight for them. When Vale- 
rian had marched up to the place, and was near the wall, he 
alighted off his horse, and made those that were with him do 
the same, that they might not be thought to come to skirmish 
with them ; biit before they could come to discourse one 
with another, the most potent men among the seditious made 
a sally upon them armed ; their leader was one whose name 
was Jestis^ the son of Saphat, the principal head of a band 
of robbers. Now Valerian neither thinking it safe to fight 
contrary to the commands of the general, though he were 
secure of a victory, and knowing that it was a very hazard- 
ous undertaking for a few to fight with many, for those that 
were unprovided to fight those that were ready, and being 
on other accounts surprised at this unexpected onset of the 
Jews, he ran away on foot, as did five of the rest in like 
manner, and left their horses behind them; which horses 
Jesus led away into the city, and rejoiced as if they had taken 
them in battle, and not by treachery. 

8. Now the seniors of the people, and such as were of 
|:rincipal authority among them, £earing what would be the 
issue of this matter, fled to the camp of the Romans : they 
then took their kin^ alon^ with them, and fell down before 
Vespasian, to supplicate his favour, and besought him not to 
overlook them, nor to impute the madness of a few to the 
whole city ; to spare a people that have been ever civil and 
obliging to the Romans, but to bring the authors of this re- 
volt to due punishment, who had hitherto so watched them, 
th^t though they were zealous to give them the security of 
their right hands for a long time, yet could they not accom- 
plish the same. With these supplications the general com- 
plied, although he were very angry at the whole city about 
the carrying off his horses, and this because he saw that 
Agrippa was under a great concern for them. So when Ves- 
pasian and Agrippa had accepted of their right hands by way 
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of security, Jesus and his party thought it not safe for them 
to continue at Tiberias, so they ran away to Taricheee. The 
next day Vespasian sent Trajan before with some horsemen 
to the citadel, to make trial of the multitude, whether they 
were all disposed for peace, and as soon as he knew that the 
people were of the same mind with the petitioner, he took 
his army, and went to the city ; upon which the citizens 
opened to him their gates, and met him with acclamations of 
joy, and called him their saviour and benefactor. But as the 
army was a great while in getting in at the gates, they were 
so narrow, Vespasian commanded the south wall to be broken 
down, and so made a broad passage for their entrance. How- 
ever, he charged them to abstain from rapine and injustice, 
in order to gratify the king ; and on his account spared the 
rest of the wall, while the king undertook for them that they 
should continue [faithful to the Romans] for the time to 
come. And thus did he restore this city to a quiet state, 
after it had been grievously afflicted by the sedition. 
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CHAP. X. 



How TaricJiece was taken, A Description of the River 
Jordan^ arid of the Country of Gennesareth. 

§ 1. And now Vespasian pitched his camp between this 
city and Tarichese, but fortified his camp more strongly, as 
suspecting that he should be forced to stay there, and have 
a long war ; for all the innovators had gotten together at 
Taricheae, as relying upon the strength of the city, and on 
the lake that lay by it. This lake is called by the people of 
the country the lake of Gennesareth, The city itself is situ- 
ated like Tiberias, at the bottom of a mountain, and on those 
sides which are not washed by the sea had been strongly for* 
tifiid by Josephus, though not so strongly as Tiberias ; for 
the wall of Tiberias had been built at uie beginning of the 
Jew''s revolt, when he had great plenty of money and great 
power ; but Taricheae partook only the remains of that libe- 
rality. Yet had they a great number of ships gotten ready 
upon the lake, that in case they were beaten at land, tliey 
might retire to them, and they were so fitted up that they 
might undertake a sea-fight also. But as the Romans were 
building a wall about their camp, Jesus and his party were 
neither aflFrighted at their number nor at the good order they 
were in, but made a sally upon them, and at the very first 
onset the builders of the wall were dispersed, and these 
pulled what little they had before built to pieces ; but as 
soon as they saw the armed men getting together, and before 
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they liad suffered any thing themselves, they retired to their 
own men. But then the Romans pursued them, and drove 
them into their ships, where they launched out as far as 
might give them the opportunity of reaching the Romans 
vriui what they threw at them, and then cast anchor, and 
brought their ships close, as in a line of battle, and thence 
fougnt the enemy from the sea, who were themselves at land- 
But Vespasian hearing that a great multitude of them were 
gotten together in the plain that was before the city, he there- 
upon sent his son, with six hundred chosen horsemen, to dis- 
perse them. 

2. But when Titus perceived that the enemy was very 
numerous, he sent to his father, and informed him that he 
should want more forces. But as he saw a great many of 
the horsemen eager to fight, and that before any succours 
could come to them, and that yet some of them were pri- 
vately under a sort of consternation at the multitude of the 
Jews, he stood in a place whence he might be heard, and 
siud to them, " My brave Romans ! for it is right for me to 
put you in mind of what nation you are, in the beginning of 
my speech, that so you may not be ignorant who you are, 
and who they are against whom you are going to fight. For 
as to us Romans, no part of the habitable earth hath been 
able to escape our hands hitherto ; but as for the Jews, that 
I may speak of them too, though they have been already 
beaten, yet do they not give up the cause ; and a sad thing 
it would be for us to grow weary under our good success, 
when they bear up under their misfortunes. As to the ala- 
crity which you shew pubKcly, I see it, and rejoice at it ; 
yet am I afraid lest the multitude of the enemy should bring 
a concealed fright upon some of you : let such an one con- 
sider again, who we are that are to fight, and who those are 
against whom we are to fight Now these Jews, though 
they be very bold, and great despisers of death, are but a 
disorderly body, and unskilful in war, and may rather be 
called a rout than an army ; while I need say nothing of our 
skill and our good order ; for this is the reason why we Ro- 
mans alone are exercised for war in time of peace, that we 
may not think of number for number when we come to fight 
with our enemies ; for what advantage should we reap for 
our continual sort of warfare, if we must still be equal in 
number to such- as have not been used to war? Consider 
farther, that you are to have a conflict with men in eflect 
unarmed, while you are well armed ; with footmen, while 
you are horsemen ; with those that have no good general, 
while you have one ; and as these advantages make you in 
oJS^d manifold more than you are^ so do their disadvantages 
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mightily diminish their number. Now it is not the multitude 
of men, though they be spldiers, that manages wars with suc- 
cess, but it is their bravery that does it, though they be but 
a few ; for a few are easily set in battle array, and can easily 
assist one another, while over numerous armies are more hurt 
by themselves than by their enemies. It is boldness and 
rashness, the effects of madness, that conduct the Jews. 
Those passions indeed make a .mreat figure when they suc- 
ceed, but are quite extinguished upon the least ill success ; 
but we are led on by courage, and obedience, and fortitude, 
which shews itself indeed in our good fortune, but still does 
not for ever desert us in our ill fortune. Nay, indeed, your 
fighting is to be on greater motives than those of the Jews ; 
for although they run the hazard of war for liberty and for 
their country, yet what can be a greater motive to us than 

Slory ? and that it may never be said, that after we have got 
ominion of the habitable earth, the Jews are able to con- 
front us. We must also reflect upon this, that there is no 
fear of our suffering any incurable disaster in the present 
case ; for those that are ready to assist us are many, and at 
hand also ; yet it is in our power to seize upon this victory 
ourselves, and I think we ought to prevent the coming of those 
my father is sending to us for our assistance, that our success 
may be peculiar to ourselves, and of greater reputation to us. 
And I cannot but think this an opportunity wherein my 
father, and I, and you, shall be all put to the trial, whether he 
be worthy of his former glorious performances, whether I be 
his son in reality, and whether you be really my soldiers ; for 
it is usual for my father to conquer ; and for myself, I should 
not bear the thoughts of returning to him, if I were once^ 
taken by the enemy. And how will you be able to avoid 
being ashamed, if you do not shew equal courage with your 
commander, when he goes before you into danger ? For you 
know very well that I shall go into the danger first, and 
make the first attack upon the enemy. Do not you there- 
fore desert me, but persuade yourselves that God will be 
assisting to my onset. Know this also, before we begin, 
that we shall now have better success than we should have, 
if we were to fight at a distance."" 

8. As Titus was saying this, an extraordinary fury fell 
upon the men ; and as Trajan was already come, before the 
fight began, with four hunared horsemen, they were uneasy 
at it, because the reputation of the victory would be dimi- 
nished by being common to so many. Vespasian had also 
sent both Antonius and Silo, with two thousand archers, and 
had given it them in charge to seize upon the mountain that 
was over against the city, and repel those that were upon the 
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wall ; which archers did as they were commanded, and pre- 
vented those that attempted to assist them that way. And 
now Titus made his own horse march first against the enemy, 
as did the others with a great noise after him, and extended 
themselves upon the plain as wide as the enemy which con*, 
fronted them ; by which means they appeared, much more 
numerous than they really were. Now the Jews, although 
they were surprised at their onset, and at their good order, 
made resistance against their attacks for a little while ; but 
when they were pricked with their long poles, and overborne 
by the violent noise of the horsemen, they came to be tram* 
pled under their feet ; many also of them were slain on every 
side, which made them disperse themselves, and run to tlie 
city as fast as every one of them were able. So Titus pressed 
upon the hindermost, and slew them ; and of the rest, some 
he fell upon as they stood on heaps, and some he prevented, 
and met them in tne mouth, and ran them through ; many, 
also he leaped upon as they fell one upon another, and trodCe 
them down, ana cut off all. the retreat they had to the wall, 
and turned them back into the. plain, till at last they forced 
a passage by their multitude, and got away, and ran into the 
city. 

4. But now there fell out a terrible sedition among them 
within the city ; for the inhabitants themselves, who had po&^ 
sessions there, and to whom the city belonged, were not dis* 
posed to fight from the very beginnmg 9 and now the less so, 
because they had been beaten ; but the foreigners, which 
were very numerous, would force them to fight so much the 
more, insomuch that there was a clamour and a tumulf^ 
among then), as all mutually angry one at another. And 
when Titus heard this tumult, for he was not far from the 
wall, he cried out, ** Fellow-soldiers, now is the time ; and 
why do we make any delay, when God is giving up the Jews 
to us ? Take the victory which is given you : ao not you 
hear what a noise they make ? Those that have escaped our 
hands are in an uproar against one another. We have the 
city, if we make haste : but besides haste, we must undergo 
some labour, and use some courage ; for no great thing 
uses to be accomplished without danger : accordingly, we 
must not only prevent their uniting again, which necessity 
will soon compel them to do, but we must also prevent the 
coming of our own men to our assistance, that, as few as we 
are, we may conquer so great a multitude, and may ourselves 
alone take the city.'' 

5. As soon as ever Titus had said this, he leaped upon his 
horse, and rode apace down to the lake ; by which lake he 
marched, and entered into the city the first of them all, as 
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did the others soon aflter him. Hereupon those that were 
upon the walls were seized with a terror at the boldness of 
the attempt, tior durst any one venture to fight with him^ or 
to hinder him ; so they left guarding the city, and some 6f 
those that were about Jesus fled over the country, while others 
of them ran down to the lake, and met the enemy in the teeth; 
and some were slain as they were getting up into ships, but 
others of them as they attempted to overtake those that were 
already ^one aboard. There was also a great slaughter made 
in the aty, while those foreigners, that had not fled away 
already, made opposition ; but the natural inhabitants were 
killed without flgnting ; for, in hopes of Titus^ giving them 
his right hand for their security, and out of a consciousness 
that they had not ^ven any consent to the war, they avoided 
fighting, till Titus had slain the authors of this revolt, and 
then put a stop to any farther slaughters, out of commisera- 
tion of these inhabitants of the pmce. But for those that 
had fled to the lake upon seeing the city taken, they sailed as 
far as they possibly could from the enemy. 

6. Hereupon Titus sent one of his horsemen to his father, 
and let him know the good news of what he had done ; at 
which, as was natural, he was very joyful, both on account of 
the courage and glorious actions of his son ; for he thought 
that now the greatest part of the war was over. He then 
came thither himself, and set men to guard the city, and gave 
them command to take care that nobody got privately out of 
it, but to kill such as attempted so to do. And on the next 
day he went down to the lake, and commanded that vessels 
should be fitted in order to pursue those that had escaped 
in the ships. These vessels were quickly gotten ready ac- 
cordingly, because there was great plenty of materials, and 
a great number of artificers also. 

7. Now this lake of Gennesareili is so called from the 
country adjoining to it. Its breadth is forty furlongs, and 
its length one hundred and forty ; its waters are sweet, and 
very agreeable for drinking, for they are finer than the thick 
waters of other fens ; the lake is also pure, and on every side 
ends directly at the shores, and at tne sand : it is also of a 
temperate nature when you draw it up, and of a mere gentle 
nature than river or fountain water, and yet always cooler 
than one would expect in so difi'use a place as this is. Now 
when this water is kept in the open air, it is as cold as that 
snow which the country people are accustomed to make by 
night in summer. There are several kinds of fish in it, dif- 
ferent both to the taste and the sight from those elsewhere. 
It is divided into two parts by the river Jordan. Now Pa- 
nium is thought to be the fountain of Jordan, but in reality 

VOL. IV. IL 
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it IS carried thither after an occult manner, from the place 
called Phiala : this place lies as you go up to Trachonitis, 
and is a hundred and twenty furlongs irom Caesar^ and is 
not far out of the road on the right hand ; and indeed it hath 
its name of Phiala (vial or bowl) very justly, from the round- 
ness of its circumference, as being round like a wheel ; i£s wa- 
ter continues always up to its edges, without either sinking 
or running over. And as this origin of Jordan was formerly 
not known, it was discovered so to be when Philip was te- 
trarch of Trachonitis ; for he had chaff thrown into Phiala, 
and it was found at Panium, where the ancients thought the 
fountain-head of the river was, whitlier it had been therefore 
carried (by the waters). As for Panium itself, its natural 
beauty had been improved by the royal liberality of Agrippa, 
and adorned at his expenses. Now Jordan^s visible stream 
arises from this cavern, and divides the marshes and fens of 
the lake Semechonitis ; and when it hath run another hun- 
dred and twenty furlongs, it first passes by the city Julias, 
and then passes through the middle of the lake Gennesareth ; 
after which it runs a long way over a desert, and then makes 
its exit int6 the lake Asphaltitis. 

8. The country also that lies over against this lake, hath the 
same name of Gennesareth : its nature is wonderful as well 
as its-beauty ; its soil is so fruitful that all sorts of trees can 
grow upoivit^ and the inhabitants accordingly plant all sorts 
of trees there ; for the temper of the air is so well mixed 
that it agrees very well with those several sorts, particularly 
walnuts, which require the coldest air, flourish there in vast 
plenty ; there are palm trees also, which grow best in hot 
a'u: ; fig trees also, and olives, grow near them, which yet re- 
quire an air that is more temperate. One may call this place 
the ambition of nature, where it forces those plants that are 
naturally enemies to one another, to agree together : it is a 
happy contention of the seasons, as if every one of them laid 
claim to this coiintry ; for it not only nourishes different sorts 
of autumnal fruits, beyond men^s expectation, but preserves 
them also a great while ; it supplies men with the principal 
fruits, with grapes and figs,* continually, during ten months 

* It may be worth our while to obserre here, that near Ais lake of Gen- 
nesareth, grapes and figs hang on the trees ten months of the year; We may 
observe also, that in Cyril of Jerusalem, Cateches. xviii. sect 3, which was 
delivered not long before Easter, there were no fresh leaves of fig trees, nor 
bunches of fresh grapes in Judea ; so that when St. Mart says, chap. xi. 13, 
that our Saviour, soon after the same time of the year, came and found leave* 
on a fig tree near Jerusalem, but no Jigs., becatue the time rf new Jigw ripen- 
ing wa» not ytty he says very true ; nor were they therefore other than old 
leaves which our Saviour saw, and old figs which he expected, and which 
even with us commonly hang on the trees all winter long. 
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of the year, luid the rest of the fruits as they become ripe 
together through the whole year ; for besides the good tem- 
perature of the air, it is also watered from a most fertile 
fountain. The people of the country call it Capharnaum ; 
some have thou^t it to be a vein of the Nile, because it 
produces the Coracin fish as well as that lake does which is 
xiear to Alexandria. The length of this country extends 
itself along the banks of this lake that bears the same name, 
for thirty furlongs, and is in breadth twenty. And this is the 
nature c^ the place. 

9. But now when the vessels were gotten ready, Vespasian 
(mt on shipboard as many of his forces as he thought suffi- 
cient to be too hard for those that were upon the lake, and 
set sail afler them. Now these which were driven into th/e 
lake could neither fly to the land, where all was ia t^eir 
enemies^ hand and in war against them, nor could they fight 
upon the level by sea, for their ships were small, and fitted 
only iot piracy ; they were too w^nk to £ght with Vespa- 
sian^s vessels, and the mariners that were in tliem were so lew 
that they were afraid to come near the Romans, who atta^jced 
them in great numbers. However, as they sidled round about 
the vessels, and sometimes as they came near them, they threw 
stones at the Romans when they were a good way off, or came 
closer and fought them : yet did they recave the greatest 
harm themselves in both cases. As for the stones they .th;rew 
at the Romans, they only made a aound one after another^ 
for they threw them against such as were in their armpur, 
while the Roman darts could readi the Jews themselves; 
and when they ventured to come near the Romans, they b^ 
came sufferers themselves, before they could do any harm to 
the other, and were drowned, they and their ships together. 
As for those that endeavoured to come to an actual £ght, 
the Romans ran many of them through with their long poles. 
Sometimes the Romans leaped into their ships with swords 
in their hands, and slew them ; but when some of them met 
the vessels, the Romans caught them by the middle, and de- 
stroyed at once their ships and themselves, who were taken 
in tnem. And for such as were drowning in the sea, if they 
lifted their heads up above the water, the^ were either killed 
by darts, or caught by the vessels ; but if, in the desperate 
case they were in, they attempted to swim to their enemies, 
the Romans cut off either their heads or their hands ; and 
indeed they were destroyed after various manners everywhere, 
till the rest being put to flight, were forced to ^t upon the 
land, while the vessels encompassed them about [on the sea] ; 
but as many of these were repulsed when they were getting 

e2 
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ashore, they were killed by the darts upon the lake ; and 
the Romans leaped out of their vessels, and destroyed a great 
many more upon the land. One might then see the lake all 
bloody, and full of dead bodies ; for not one of them escaped. 
And a terrible stink, and a very sad sight there was on the 
following days over that country ; for as for the shores, they 
were full of shipwrecks, and of dead bodies all swelled ; and 
as the dead booies were inflamed by the sun, and putnfied, 
they corrupted the air, insomuch that the misery was not only 
the object of commiseration to the Jews, but to those that 
hated them, and had been the authors of that misery. This 
was the upshot of the sea-fight. The number of the slain, 
including those that were killed in the city before, was six 
thousand five hundred. 

10. After this fight was over, Vesparian sat upon his tri- 
bunal at Tarichese, in order' to distinguish the foreigners 
from the old inhabitants ; for those foreigners appeared to 
have begun the war. So he deliberated with the other com- 
manders, whether he ought to save those old inhabitants or 
not. And when those commanders alleged that the dismis- 
sion of them would be to his own disadvantage, because when 
they were once set at liberty they would not be at rest, since 
they would be people destitute of proper habitations, and 
would be able to compel such as they fled to, to fight against 
us, Vespasian acknowledged that they did not deserve to be 
saved, and that if they had leave given them to fly away they 
would make use of it against those that gave them that leave. 
But still he considered with himself, after what manner they 
should be slun ; * for if he had them slain there, he sus- 
pected the people of the country would thereby become his 
enemies ; for that to be sure they would never bear it, that 
so many that had been supplicants to him should be killed ;. 
and to ofier violence to them, after had given them assur- 
ances of their lives, he could not himself bear to do it. How- 
ever, his friends were too hard for him, and pretended that 

* This If the most cruel and most barbarous action that Vespasian erer did in 
this whole war, as he did it with great reluctance also. It was done both 
after public assurance given of sparing the prisoners** lives, and when all 
knew and confessed that these prisoners were no way guilty of any sedition 
against the Romans. Nor indeed did Titus now give his consent, so far as 
appears, nor never acted of himself so barbarously ; nay, soon after this, Titus 
grew quite weary of shedding blood, and of punishing the innocent with the 
guilty ; and gave the people of Giscbala leave to keep the Jewish Sabbath, 
(B. Iv. chap. iL sect 3, 5), in the midst of their siege. Nor was Vespasian 
disposed to do what he did, till his officers persuaded him, and that from two 
principal topics, viz. that nothing could be unjust that was done against 
Jews ; and that when both cannot be consistent, advantage most prevail over 
juttice. Admirable court doctrines these ! 
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nothing against Jews could be any impiety; and that he 
ought to prefer what was profitable before what was fit to 
be done, where both could not be made consistent. So he 
gave them an ambiguous liberty to do as they advised, and 
permitted the prisoners to go along no other road than that 
which led to Tiberias only. So uiey readily believed what 
they desired to be true, and went along securely, with their 
effects, the way which was allowed them, while the Romans 
seized upon all the road that led to Tiberias, that none of 
them might go out of it, and shut them up in the city. Then 
came Vespasian, and ordered them all to stand in the stadium, 
and commanded them to kill the old men, together with the 
others that were useless, which were in number a thousand 
and two hundred. Out of the young men he chose six thou- 
sand of the strongest, and sent them to Nero, to di^ through 
the Isthmus ; ana sold the remainder for slaves, bemg thirty 
thousand and four hundred, besides such as he made a pre- 
sent of to Agrippa ; for as to those that belonged to his king, 
dom, he gave him leave to do what he pleased with them; 
however, the king sold these also for slaves ; but for the rest 
of the multitude, who were Trachonites and Gaulanites, and 
of Hippos, and some of Gadara, the greatest part of them 
were seditious persons, and fugitives, who were of such 
shameful characters that they preferred war before peace. 
These prisoners were taken on the eighth day of the month 
<7orpieus [Elul]. 
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Containing the Interval of about one Ytar, 

^KOM THE 8IEG& OF 6AMALA, TO THE COKING TO TITtTS tO 

BESllCGE JERUSALEM. 



CHAP. L 

The Siege and Taking ofGamala. 

§ 1. Now all those Galileans who, after the taking of Jota- 
pata, had revolted from the Romans, did, upon the oonauest 
of Tarichese, deliver themselves up to them again. Ana the 
Romans received all the fortresses and the dties, excepting 
Gischda, and those that had seized upon Mount Tabor; 
Gamala also, which is a dty over aminst Tarichese, but on 
the other side of the lake, conspired with them. This city 
lay upon the borders of Agrippa'^s kin^om, as also did So- 
gana and Seleucia. And these were bom parts of Gaulanitis; 
ror Sogana was a part of that called the upper OaulanitiSj as 
was Gamala of the lower ; while Seleucia was situated at the 
lake of Semechonitis, which lake b thirty furlongs in breadth, 
and sixty in length ; its marshes reacn as far as th6 place. 
Daphne, which in other respects is a delicious place, and 
hatn such fountains as supply water to what is called Little 
Jordan^ under the temple of the golden calf,* where it is 
sent into Great Jordan. Now Agrippa had united Sogana 
and Seleucia by leagues to himself, at the very beginning of 
the revolt from the Romans ; yet did not Gamala accede to 
them, but relied upon the difiiculty of the place, which was 
greater than that of Jotapata ; for it was situated upon a 
rough ridge of a high mountain^ with a kind of neck m the 
middle ; where it begins to ascend, it lengthens itself, and 
declines as much downward before as behind, insomuch that 
it is like a camel in figure, from whence it is so named, al« 
though the people of the country do not pronounce it accu- 
rately : both on the side and the face, there are abrupt parts 

* Here we have the exact situation of one of Jeroboam*! golden coZve*, 

at the exit of Little Jordan into Great Jordan, near a place called Dapincp 

but of old, Dtuu See the note on Antiq. B. viii. ch. vilL sect 4. But Be- 

land suspects, that even here we should read Dan instead of Daphne, there 

ttdng Dowhtft else an/ mentioB of a place called ZliyAsie heveaboats. 
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divided from the rest, and ending in vast deep valleys ; yet are 
the parts behind, where they are joined to the mountain, 
somewhat easier of ascent than the other ; but then the people 
belonging to the place have cut an oblique ditch there, and 
made that hard to be ascended also. On its acclivity, which 
is strait, houses are built, and those very thick and close to 
one anoth^. The city aJso hangs so strangely that it looks 
as if it would fall down upon itself, so sharp b it at the top. 
It is exposed to the soutn, and its southern mount, which 
reaches to an immense height, was in the nature of a citadel 
to the city ; and above that was a precipice, not walled about, 
but extending itself to an immense depth. There was also 
a spring of water within the wall, at the utmost limits of the 
city. 

2. As this city was naturally hard to be taken, so had Jo- 
sephus, by builoin^ a wall about it, made it still stronger, as 
also by ditches and mines underground. The people that 
were in it were made more bold, by the nature of the place, 
than the people of Jotapata had been, but it had much fewer 
fighting men in it ; ana they had jsuch a confidence in the 
situation of the place that they thought the enemy could not 
be too many for them ; for the city had been filled, with those 
that had fled to it for safety, on account of its strength ; on 
which account they had been able to resist those whom 
Agrippa sent to besiege it for seven months together. 

3. But Vespasian removed from Emmaus, where he had 
last pitched his camp, before the city Tiberias (now Emmaus, 
if it oe interpreted, may be rendered a warm baihy for therein 
is a spring of warm water, useful for healing), and came to 
Gamala ; yet was its situation such that he was not able to 
encompass it all round with soldiers to watch it ; but where 
the places were practicable, he set men to watch it, and 
seized upon the mountain which was over it. And as the le- 
gions, according to their usual custom, were fortifying their 
camp upon that mountain, he began to cast up banks at the 
bottom, at the part toward the east, where the highest tower 
of the whole city was, and where the fifteenth legion pitched 
their camp ; while the fifth legion did duty over against the 
midst of the city, and whilst the tenth legion filled up the 
ditches and the valleys. Now at this time it was that as king 
Agrippa was come mgh the walls, and was endeavouring to 
speaK to those that were on the walls about a surrender, he 
was hit with a stone on his right elbow, by one of the slingers ; 
he was then immediately surrounded with his own men. But 
the Romans were excited to set about the siege, by their indig- 
nation on the king^s account, and by their Tear on their own 
account, as concluding that those men would omit no kinds 
•of barbarity agiunst foreigners and enemies, who were so ecu 
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raged against one of their own nation, and one that advised 
them to nothing but what was for their own advantage. 

4. Now-when the banks were finished, which was done on 
the sudden, both by the multitude of hands, and by their 
being accustomed to such work, they brought the machines ; 
but Chares and Joseph, who were the most potent men of 
the city, set their armed men in order, though already in a 
fright, because they did not suppose that the city could hold 
out long, since they had not a sufficient quantity either of 
water or of other necessaries. However, these their leaders 
encouraged them, and brought them out upon the wall, and 
for a while indeed they drove away those tnat were bringing 
the machines ; but when those machines threw darts and 
stones at them, they retired into die city ; then did the Romans 
bring battering rams to three several places, and made the 
wall shake [and fall]. They then poured in over the parts 
of the wall that were thrown down, with a mighty sound of 
trumpets and noise of armour, and with a shout of the sol- 
diers, and brake in by force upon those that were in the city ; 
but these men fell upon the Romans for some time, at their 
first entrance, and prevented their going any farther, and with 
great courage beat them back ; and the Romans were so over- 
powered by the greater multitude of the people, who beat 
them on everv ^ide, that they were obliged to run into the 
upper parts of the city. Whereupon the people turned about 
and fell upon their enemies, who had attacked them, and 
thrust them down to the lower parts, and as they were dis- 
tressed by the narrowness and difficulty of the place, slew 
them ; and as these Romans could neither beat those back 
that were above them, nor escape the force of their own men 
that were forcing their way forward, they were compelled to 
fly into their enemies' houses, which were low ; but these 
houses, being thus full of soldiers whose weight they could 
not bear, fell down suddenly ; and when one house fell, it 
shook down a great many of those that were under it, as did 
those do to suck as were under them. By this means a vast 
number of the Romans perished ; for they were so terribly 
distressed, that although they saw the houses subsiding, they 
were compelled to leap upon the tops of them ; so that a 
great many were ground to powder by these ruins, and a 
great many of those that got from under them lost some of 
their limbs, but still a greater number were suffocated by the 
dust that arose from those ruins. The people of Gamala 
supposed this to be an instance afforded them by God, and 
witnout regarding what damage they suffisred themselves, 
they pressed forward, and thrust the enemy upon the tops of 
theur houses ; and when they stumbled in the sharp and narrow 
itreetS| and were perpetually falling down, they thr^w thw 
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stones or darts at them, and slew them. Now the very ruins 
a£Porded them stones enough ; and for iron weapons, the dead 
men of the enemy's side afforded them what they wanted ; 
for, drawing the swords of those that were dead, they made 
use of them to dispatch such as were only half dead. ; nay, 
there were a great number, who, upon their falling down 
from the tops of the houses, stabbed themselves, and died 
after that manner ; nor indeed was it easy for those that were 
beaten back to fly away, for they were so unacquainted with 
the ways, and the dust was so thick, that they wandered about 
without knowing one another, and fell down dead among the 
crowd. 

6. Those, therefore, that were able to find the ways out 
of the city, retired. But now Vespasian always staid among 
those that were hard set ; for he was deeply affected with 
seeing the ruins of the city falling upon his army, and forgot 
to take care of his own preservation. He went up gradu^ly 
towards the highest parts of the city before he was aware, 
and was left in the midst of dangers, having only a very few 
with him ; for even his son Titus was not with him at that 
time, having been then sent into Syria, to Mucianus. How- 
ever, he thought it not safe to fly, nor did he esteem it a fit 
thing for him to do ; but calling to mind the actions he had 
done from his youth, and recollecting his courage, as if he had 
been excited by a divine fury, he covered himself and those 
that were with him with their shields, and formed a testudo 
over both their bodies and their armour, and bore up against 
the enemy'^s attacks, who came running down from the top 
of the city ; and without shewing any dread to the multitude 
of the men, or of their darts, he endured all, until the enemy 
took notice of that divine courage that was within him, and 
remitted of their attacks ; and when they pressed less, zea- 
lously upon him, he retired, though without shewing his 
back to them, till he was gotten out of the walls of the city. 
Now a great number of the Romans fell in this battle, among 
whom was Ebutius the decurion, a man who appeared not 
only in this engagement, wherein he fell, but every where, 
and in former engagements, to be of the truest courage, and 
one that had done very great mischief to the Jews. But 
there was a centurion whose name was GalluSy who during 
this disorder being encompassed about, he and ten other sol- 
diers privately crept into tne house of a certain person, where 
he heard them talking at supper what the people intended to 
do against the Romans, or about themselves (for both the 
man himself, and those with him, were Syrians). So he got 
up in the night-time, and cut all their throats, and escaped, 
U^ether with his soldiers, to the Romans, 



58 THE JEWISH WAR. BOOK IV. 

6. And now Vespasian comforted his army, which was 
much dejected by reflecting on their ill success, and because 
they had never before fallen into such a calamity ; and besides 
this, because they were greatly ashamed that they had left 
their general alone in great dai^rs. As to what concerned 
himself, he avoided to say any thing, that he might by no 
means se^m to complain of it ; but be said, that ^^ We ought 
to bear manfully wnat usually falls out in war ; and this by 
conffldering what the nature of war is, and how it can never 
be that we must conquer without bloodshed on our own side ; 
for there stands about us that fortune, which is of its own 
nature mutable ; that while they had killed so many ten thou- 
sands of the Jews, they had now paid their small snare of the 
reck<xung to fate ; and as it is the part of weak people to be 
too much puffed up with good success, so is it the part of 
cowards to be too much afirighted at that which is ill ; for 
the change from the one to the other is sudden on both sides, 
and he is th^Ubeat warrior who is of a sober mind under mis* 
fortunes, thatiie may continue in that temper, and cheerfully 
recover what hath been lost formerly : and as for what had 
now happened, it was neither owing to their own effeminacy, 
nor to the valour of the Jews, but the difficulty of the place 
was the occasion of their advantage, and of our disappoint- 
ment Upon reflecting on which matter, one might olame 
your zeal as perfectly ungovernable ; for when the enemy had 
retired to their hi^iest fastnesses, you ought to have re- 
strained yourselves, and not, by presenting yourselves at the 
top of the dty, to be exposed to dan^rs ; but upon your 
having obtained the lower parts of the city, you ought to have 

Erovoked those that had retired thither to a safe and settled 
attle ; whereas, in rushing so hastily upon victory, you took 
no care of your safety. But this incautiousness m war, and 
this madness of zeal, is not a Roman maxim, while we per- 
form all that we attempt by skill and good order : that pro- 
cedure is the part of barbarians, and b what the Jews chiefly 
support tiiemselves by. We ought therefore to return to our 
own virtue, and to be rather angry, than any longer dejected 
at this unlucky misfortune, and let every one seek for Ins own 
consolation from his own hand ; for oy this means he will 
avenge those that have been destroyed, and punish those that 
have killed them. For myself, I will endeavour, as I have 
now done, to go first berore you against your enemies in 
every engagement, and to be the last that retires from it.*^ 

7. So Veqiasian encouraged his army by this speech ; but 
for the people of Gamala, it happened that they took courage 
for a little while, upon such mat and unaccountable success 
as they had had. But when uey considered with themselves. 
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that they had now no hopes of any terms of accommodation, 
and reflecting upon it that they could not get away, and that 
th^ provisions began already to be short, they were exceeds 
ingly cast down, and their courage failed them ; yet did they 
not neglect what might be for their preservation, so far as 
they were able, but the most courageous amoiig them guarded 
those parts of the wall that were beaten down, while the more 
infirm did the same to the rest of the wall that still remained 
round the city. And as the Romans raised their banks, and 
attempted to get into the city a second time, a great many 
of them fled out of the city through impracticable valleys, 
where no guards were placed, as also through subterraneous 
caverns; while those tnat were afraid of being caught, and 
for that reason staid in the city, perished for want of food ; 
for what food they had was brought together from all quar* 
ters, and reserved for the fighting men. 

8. And these were the hard circumstances the people of 
Gamala were in. But now Vespasian went about another 
work, by the bye, during this siege, and that was to subdue 
those that had seized upon Mount Tabor, a place that lies in 
the middle between the great plain and Scy thopolis, whose 
top is elevated as high as thirty furlongs,* and is hardly to 
be ascended oii its north side ; its top is a plain of twenty-six 
furlongs, and all encompassed with a wall. Now Josephus 
erected this so lon^ a wall in forty days time, and furnished it 
with other materials, and with water from below; for the inha-. 
bitants only made use of rain water : as therefore there was 
a ^eat multitude of people gotten together upon this moun- 
tain, Vespasian sent Placidus with six hunared horsemen 
thither. Now as it was impossible for him to ascend the 
mountain, he invited many of them to peace by the offer of 
his right hand for their security, and of his intercesdon tot 
them. Accordingly they came down, but with a treacherous 

* These numbers in Josephus of 30 ftiriongs ascent to the tqs of Mount 
TaboTy whether we estinute it by winding and gradual, or by the perpendi. 
cular altitude, and of 26 furlongs circumference upon the top, as also Uie 15 
furlongs for this ascent in Polybius, with Oeminius's perpendicular altitude, 
of almost 14 furlongs, hg« noted by Dr. Hudson, do none of them agrse 
with the authentic testimony of Mr. Maundrd, an eye witness, page 112, wh« 
says he was not an hour in getting up to the top of this Mount Tabor, and at 
the area of die top is an ov^ of about 2 fiirlongs in length, and 1 in breadth. 
6o I rather suppose Josephus wrote 3 ihrlongs for the ascent or altitude, in- 
stead of 30 ; and 6 furlongs for the circumfennce at the top, instead of 26 : 
since a mountain of only 3 furlongs perpendicular altitude may easily re- 
quire near an hour's ascent, and the drcumferenoe of an oval of the foregoing 
quantity is near 6 fiirlongs ; nor certainly could such a yast drcumferenoe as 
26 furlongs, or three miles and a quarter, at that height be encompassed with 
a wall, including a trench, and other fortifications, perhaps those still re* 
maining, ihitL in the small interval of 40 days, as Josephus here says they 
vfTc by hinwdft 
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design, as well as he had the like treacherous design upon 
them on the other side; for Placidus spoke mildly to them, 
as mming to take them when he got them into the plain ; 
they also came down, as complying with his proposals, but it 
was in order to fall upon him when he was not aware of it : 
however, Flacidus^s stratagem was too hard for theirs ; for 
when the Jews began to fight, he pretended to run away, 
and when they were in pursuit of the Romans, he enticed 
them a great way along the plain, and then made his horse- 
men turn back ; whereupon he beat them, and slew a great 
number of them, and cut off the retreat of the rest of the 
multitude, and hindered their return. So they left Tabor, 
and fled to Jerusalem, while the people of the country came 
to terms with him, for their water failed them, and so they 
delivered up the mountain and themselves to Placidus. 

9. But of the people of Gamala, those that were of the 
bolder sort fled away and hid themselves, while the more in- 
firm perished by famine ; but the men of war sustained the 
siege till the two and twentieth day of the month Hyperbere- 
teus [Tisri], when three soldiers of the fifteenth legion, about 
the morning watch, got under a high tower that was near 
them, and undermined it, without making any noise ; nor 
when they either came to it, which was in the night-time, 
nor when they were under it, did those that guarded it per. 
ceive them. These soldiers, then, upon their coming, avoided 
making a noise, and when they had rolled away five of its 
strongest stones, they went away hastily; whereupon the 
tower fell down upon a sudden, with a very great noise, and 
its guard fell headlong with it ; so that those that kept guard 
at other places were under such disturbance that they ran 
away. The Romans also slew many of those that ventured to 
oppose them, among whom was Joseph, who was slain by a 
dart as he was runnmg away over that part of the wall that 
was broken down ; but as uiose that were in the city were 
greatly affrighted at the noise, they ran hither and thither, 
and a great consternation fell upon them, as though all the 
enemy liad fallen in at once upon them. Then it was that 
Chares, who was ill and under the physician'^s hands, gave up 
the ghost, the fear he was in greatly contributing to make 
his distemper fiatal to him. But the Romans so well re- 
membered their former ill success, that they did not enter the 
city till the three and twentieth day of the forementioncd 
month. 

10. At which time Titus, who was now returned, out of 
the indignation he had at the destruction the Romans had 
undergone while he was absent, took two hundred chosen 
horsemen and some footmen with him, and entered without 
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noise into the city. Now as the watch perceived that he was 
coming, they made a noise, and betook themselves to their 
arms ; and as that his entrance was presently known to those 
that were in the city, some of them caught hold of their 
ch'ddren and their wives, and drew them after them, and fled 
away to the citadel, with lamentations and cries, while others 
of them went to meet Titus, and were killed perpetually ; 
but so many of them as were hindered from runnmg up to the 
citadel, not knowing what in the world to do, fell among tlie 
Roman guards, while the groans of those that were killed 
were prodigiously great every where, and blood ran down 
over all the lower parts of the city from the upper. But then 
Vespasian h'unself came to his assistance agamst those that 
had fled to the citadel, and brought his whole army with 
him. Now this upper part of the city was every way rocky, 
and difficult of ascent, and elevated to a vast altitude, and 
very full of people on all sides, and encompassed with preci* 
pices, whereby the Jews cut off those that came up to them, 
and did much mischief to others by their darts and the large 
stones which they rolled down upon them, while they were 
themselves so high that the enemy'^s darts could hardly reach 
them. However, there arose such a divine storm against 
them as was instrumental to their destruction ; this carried 
the Roman darts upon them, and made those which they 
threw return back, and drove them obliquely away from 
them ; nor could the Jews indeed stand upon their preci- 
pices, by reason of the violence of the wind, having nothing 
that was stable to stand upon, nor could they see those that 
were ascending up to them ; so the Romans got up and sur- 
rounded them, and some they slew before they could defend 
themselves, and others as they were delivering up themselves; 
and the remembrance of those that were slain at their former 
entrance into the city increased their rage agiunst them now : 
a great number also of those that were surrounded on every 
side, and despaired of escaping, threw their children and theu: 
wives, and themselves also, down the precipices into the 
valley beneath, which, near the citadel, had been dug hollow 
to a vast depth ; but so it happened, that the anger of the 
Romans appeared not to be so extravagant, as was the mad-» 
ness of those that were now taken, while the Romans slew 
but four thousand, whereas the number of those that had 
thrown themselves down was found to be five thousand ; nor 
did any one escape except two women, who were the daugh- 
ters of* Philip, and Philip himself was the son of a certain 
eminent man called Jasimu^^ who had been general of king 
Agrippa's army; and these did therefore escape, because they 
lay concealed from the rage of the Romans when the city 
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was taken ; for otherwise they spared not so much as the 
infants, of which many were flung down by them from the 
citadel. And thus was Gamala taken, on the three and twen-» 
tieth day of |he month Hyperbereteus [TisriJ. Whereas the 
city had first revolted on the four and twentieth day of the 
month Grorpieus [Elul]. 
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CHAP. II. 

The Surrender of GischaJa ; while Johnjlies a/way Jrom it to 

Jerusalem, 

§ 1. Now no place of Galilee remained to be taken but the 
small ci^ of Gischala, whose inhabitants yet were desirous of 
peace ; for they were generally husbandmen, and always ap- 
plied themselves to cultivate the fruits of the earth. However, 
there were a great number that belonged to a band of robbers, 
that were already corrupted, and had crept in among them, 
and some of the governing part of the citizens were sick of 
the same distemper. It was John, the son of a certain man 
whose name was Lexi^ that drew them into this rebellion, and 
encouraged them in it. He was a cunning knave, and of a 
temper that could put on various shapes ; very rash in ex^ 
pecting great things, and very sagacious in bringing about 
what he hoped for. It was known to every body that he was 
fond of war, in order to thrust himself into authority ; and 
the seditious part of th6 people of Gischala were under his 
management, Dy whose means the populace, who seemed 
ready to send ambassadors in order to a surrender, waited for 
the coming of the Romans in batde-array. Vespasian sent 
against them Titus with a thousand horsemen, but withdrew 
the tenth legion to Scythopolis, while he returned to Csesarea 
with the two other legions, that he might allow them to re- 
fresh themselves after their long and hard campugn, think- 
ing withal that the plenty which was in those dties would 
improve their bodies and their 8{Nrits against the dii&culties 
diey were to go through afterwards ; for he saw there would 
be occaedon for great pains about Jerusalem which was not 
yet taken, because it was the royal city, and the principal 
dty of the whole nation, and because those that had run 
away from the war in other places, got altogether thither. It 
was also naturally strong, and the walls that were built round 
it made him not a little concerned about it Moreover, he 
esteemed the men that were in it to be so courageous and 
bold, that, even without the consideration of the walls, it 
would be hard to subdue them ; for which reason he took 
care of, and exerdsed his soldiers beforehand for the work, 
as they do Vrestlers before they begin their undertaking. 
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2. Now Titus, as he rode up to Gischala, found it would 
be easy for him to take the city upon the first onset ; but 
knew withal, that if he took it by force, the multitude would 
be destroyed by the soldiers without mercy. (Now he was 
already satiated with the shedding of blooa, and pitied the 
major part, who would then perish without distinction, toge- 
ther with the guilty.) So he was rather desirous the city might 
be surrendered up to him on terms. Accordingly, when he 
saw the wall full of those men that were of the corrupted 
party, he said to them, that " he could not but wonder what 
It was they depended on, when they alone staid to fight the 
Romans, after every other city was taken by them, especially 
when they have seen cities^ much better fortified than theirs 
is, overthrown by a single attack upon them ; while as many 
as have entrusted themselves to the security of the Romans' 
right hands, which he nows offers to them, without regard- 
ing their former insolence, do enjoy their own possessions 
in safety ; for that while they had hopes of recovering their 
liberty, they might be pardoned, but that their continuance 
still in their opposition, when they saw that to be impossible, 
was inexcusable ; for that if they will not comply with such 
humane offers, and right hands for security, they should have 
experience of such a war as would spare nobody, and should 
soon be made sensible, that their wall would l>e but a trifle 
when battered by the Roman machines ; in depending on 
which they demonstrate themselves to be the only Galileans 
that were no better than arrogant slaves and captives.^ 

3. Now none of the populace durst not only make a re- 
ply, but durst not so much as get upon the wall ; for it was 
all taken up by the robbers, who were also the guard at the 
gates, in order to prevent any of the rest from going out 19 
order to propose terms of submission, and from receiving any 
of the horsemen into the city. But John returned Titus this 
answer, that " for himself he was content to hearken to his 
iproposals, and that he woidd either persuade or force those 
that refused them. Yet he smd, that Titus ought to have 
such regard to the Jewish law, as to grant them leave ta 
celebrate that day, which was the seventh day of the week, 
on which it was unlawful not only to remove their arms, but 
even to treat of peace also ; and that even the Romans were 
not ignorant how the period of the seventh day was among 
them a cessation from all labours ; and that he who should 
compel them to transgress the law about that day would be 
equally guilty with those that were compelled to transgress 
it; and that this delay could be of no oisad vantage to nirn, 
for why should anybody think of doing any thing in the ni^ht^ 
unless It was to fly away ? which he might prevent by placing 
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his camp round about them ; and that they should think it 
a great point gained, if they might not be obliged to trans- 
gress the laws of their country ; and that it would be a right 
thing for him, who designed to grant them peace without 
their expectation of sucn a favoiu*, to preserve the laws of 
those they saved inviolable.^ Thus did this man put a trick 
upon Titus, not so much out of regard to the seventh day as 
to his own preservation ; for he was afraid lest he should be 
quite deserted if the city should be taken, and had his hopes 
of life in that night, and in his flight therein. Now this was 
the work of God, who therefore preserved this John, that he 
might bring on the destruction of Jerusalem ; as also it was 
his work that Titus was prevailed with by this pretence for 
a delay, and that he pitched his camp farther on the city, at 
Cydessa. This Cydessa was a strong mediterranean village 
of the Tyrians, which always hated and made war against the 
Jews ; it had also a great number of inhabitants, ana was well 
fortified, which made it a proper place for such as were ene- 
mies to the Jewish nation. 

4. Now in the night-time, when John saw that there was 
no Roman guard about the city, he seized the opportunity 
directly, and taking with him not only the armed men that 
were about him, but a considerable number of those that had 
little to do, together with their families, he fled to Jerusalem. 
And indeed, though the man was making haste to get away, 
, and was tormented with fears of being a captive, or of losing 
his life, yet did Jie prevail with himself to take out of the city 
along with him a multitude of women and children, as far as 
twenty furlongs ; but there \\^ left them as he proceeded far- 
ther on his journey, where those that were left behind made 
sad lamentations ; for the farther every one of them^was come 
from his own people, the nearer they thought themselves to 
be to their enemies. They also afirighted themselves with 
this thought, that those who would carry them into captivity 
were just at hand, and still turned themselves back at the 
mere noise they made themselves in this their hasty flight, 
as if those from whom they fled were just upon them. Many 
also of them missed their ways, and the earnestness of such 
as aimed to outgo the rest threw down many of them. And 
indeed there was a miserable destruction made of the women 
and children ; while some of them took the courage to call 
their husbands and kinsmen back, and to beseech them, with 
the bitterest lamentations, to stay for them ; but John^s ex- 
hortation, who cried out to them to save themselves, and fly 
away, prevailed. He siud also, that if the Romans should 
seize upon those whom they left behind, they would be re- 
venged on them for it. So this multitude that ran thus away 
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was dispersed abroad, according as each of them was able to 
run, one faster or slower than another. 

5. Now on the next day Titus came to the wall, to make 
the agreement ; whereupon the people^opened th^ir gates to 
him, and came out to him, with tneir children and wives, and 
made acclamations of joy to him, as to one that had been 
their benefactor, and had delivered the city out of custody ; 
they also informed him of John^s flight, and besought him to 
spare them, and to come in and bring the rest of those that 
were for innovations to punishment. But Titus, not so much 
r^arding the supplications of the people, sent part of his 
horsemen to pursue after John, but they could not overtake 
him, for he was gotten to Jerusalem before ; they also slew 
six thousand of the women and children who went out with 
him, but returned back and brought with them almost thrte 
thousand. However, Titus was greatly displeased that he 
bad not been able to brin^ this Jonn, who had deluded him, 
Co punishment ; yet he had captives enough, as well as the 
corrupted part of the city, to satisfy his anger, when it missed 
of Jonn. So he entered the city in the midst of acclamations 
of joy ; and when he had given orders to the soldiers to pull 
down a small part of the wall, as of a city taken in war, he 
repressed those that had disturbed the city rather by threaten- 
ings than by executions ; for he thought that many would 
accuse innocent persons, out of their own private animosities 
and quarrels, if he should attempt to distinguish those that 
were worthy of punishment from the rest ; and that it was 
better to let a guilty person alone in his fears, than to destroy 
with him any one that did not deserve it ; for that probably 
such an one might be taught prudence, by the fear of the 

)>unishment he had deserved, and have a shame upon him 
br his former offences, when he had been forgiven ; but that 
the punishment of such as have been once put to death could 
never be retrieved. However, he placed a garrison in the city 
for its security, by which means he should restrain those that 
were for innovations, and should leave those that were peace- 
ably disposed in greater security. And thus was all Galilee 
taken, but this not till after it had cost the Romans much 
pains before it could be taken by them. 
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CHAP. III. 

Concerning John of Gischala. Concerning the Zealots^ and 
the High-Priest Ananvs ; as also how the Jews raised 
Seditions one against another in [Jerusalem^. 

§ 1. Now, ujpon John> entry into Jerusalem, the whole body 
of the people were in an uproar, and ten thousand of them 
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crowded about every one of the fugitives that were come to 
them, and inquired of them what miseries had happened 
abroad, when their breath was so short, and hot, and quick, 
that of itself it declared the great distress they were in ; yet 
did they talk big under their misfortunes, and pretended to 
say, that they had not fled away from the Romans, but came 
thither in order to fight them with less hazard ; for that it 
would be an unreasonable and a fruitless thing for them to 
expose themselves to desperate hazards about Gischala, and 
such weak dties ; wherea^they ought to lay up their weapons 
and their zeal, and reserve it for their metropolis. But when 
they related to them the taking of Gischala, and their decent 
departure, as they pretended, from that place, many of the 
people understood it to be no better* than a flight ; and es- 
pecially when the people were told of those that were made 
captives, they were in ^ great confusion, and jessed those 
thmgs to be phun indications that they should be taken also* 
But for John, he was very little concerned for those whom 
he had left behind him, but went about among all the peo« 
pie, and persuaded them to go to war, by the hopes he gave 
them. He affirmed that the aflairs of the Ilomans were in 
a weak condition, and extolled his own power. He also 
jested upon the ignorance of the unskilful, as if those Ro- 
mans, altliough they should take to themselves wings, could 
never fly over the wall of Jerusalem, who found such great 
difliculties in tak'mg the villa^s of Galilee, and had broken 
their engines of war against their walls. 

2. These harangues of John^s corrupted a great part of 
the young men, and pufled them up for the war ; but as to 
the more prudent part, and those m years, there was not a 
man of them but foresaw what was coming, and made lamen-i 
tation on that account, as if the city was already undone ; and 
in this confusion were the people. But then it must be ob^ 
served, that the multitude that came out of the country were 
at discord before the Jerusalem sedition began ; for Titus 
went from Gischala to Cssarea, and Vespasian from Caesarea 
to Jamnia and Azotus, and took them both ; and, when he 
had put garrisons into them, he came back with a great num- 
ber of the people, who were come over to him, upon his 
giving them his right hand for their preservation. There 
were besides, disorders and civil wars m every city, and all 
those that were at quiet from the Romans turned their hands 
one against another. There was also a bitter contest between 
those that were fond of war, and those that were desirous of 
peace. At the first this quarrelsome temper caught hold of 
private families, who could not agree among themselves;, 
after which, those people that were the dearest to one an- 
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other brake through all restraints with regard to each other^ 
and every one associated with those of his own opinion, and 
fcMan already to stand in oppoaidon one to another; so that 
sefitions arose every where, while those that were for innova^ 
tions, and were desirous of war, by their youth and boldness 
mre too hard for the aged and the prudent men. And, in 
the first place, all the people of every place betook theni-> 
seires to rapine ; after which they got together in bodies, in 
order to rob the people of the country ; insomuch that for 
barbarity and iniquity those of the same nation did no way 
^ffer from the Romans; nay, it seemed to be a much hghter 
thing to be ruined by the Romans than by themselves. 

8. Now the Roman garrisons, which guarded the dties, 
partly out of their uneasiness to take such trouble upon them, 
and partly out of the hatred they bare to the Jewish nation, 
did little or nothing towards relieving the miserable, till the 
captains of these troops of robbers, being satiated with rapines 
in the country, got all together from all parts, and became a 
band of wickedness, and all together crept into Jerusalem, 
which was now become a city without a governor, and, as 
the ancient custom was, received without distinction all that 
belonged to their nation ; and these they then received, be- 
cause all men supposed that those who came so fast into the 
city, came out of kindness, and for their assistance, although 
these very men, besides the seditions they raised, were other- 
wise the direct cause of the city'^s destruction also ; for as 
they were an unprofitable and a useless multitude, they spent 
those provisions oeforehand, which might otherwise have been 
sufficient for the fighting men. Moreover, besides the bring-; 
ing on of the war, they were the occasions of sedition and 
famine therein. 

4. There were, besides these, other robbers that came out 
of the country, and came into the city, and joining to them 
those that were worse than themselves, omitted no kind of 
barbarity ; for they did not measure their courage by their 
rapines and plunderings only, but proceeded as far as mur- 
dering men ; and this not in the night-time or privately, or 
with regard to ordinary men, but did it openly in the day- 
time, and began with the most eminent persons in the city ; 
for the first man they meddled with was Antipas, one of royal 
lineage, and the most potent man in the whole city, insomuch 
that the public treasures were committed to his care : him 
they took and confined, as they did in the next place to Le- 
vias, a person of great note, with Sophas, the son of Raguel, 
both wnicli were of royal lineage also. And besides these, 
they did the same to the principal men of thd country. This 
caused a terrible consternation among the people, and every 

f2 
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one contented himself with taking care of his own safety, as 
they would do if the city had been taken in war. 

5. But these were not satisfied with the bonds into which 
they had put the men forementioned ; nor did they think it 
safe for tnem to keep them thus in custody long, since they 
were men very powerful, and had numerous families of their 
own that were able to avenge them. Nay, they thought the 
very people would perhaps be so moved at these unjust pro- 
ceedings as to rise m a body against them : it was therefore 
resolved to have them slain. Accordingly they sent one John, 
who was the most bloody-minded of them all, to do that ex- 
ecution : this man was also called the son of Dorcas^^ in the 
language of our country. Ten more men went along' with 
him into the prison, with their swords drawn, and so they cut 
the throats of those that were in custody there. The grand 
lying pretence these men made for so flagrant an enormity 
was this; that these men had had conferences with the Ro- 
mans for a surrender of Jerusalem to them ; and so they said 
they had slain only such as were traitors to their common 
liberty. Upon tlie whole, they grew the more insolent upon 
this bold prank of theirs, as though they had been the bene- 
factors and saviours of the city. 

6. Now the people were come to that degree of meanness 
and fear, and these robbers to that degree of madness, that 
these last took upon them to appoint high.priests.-f- So when 
they had disannulled the succession, according to those fami- 
lies out of which the high-priests used to be made, they or- 
dained certain unknown and ignoble persons for that office, 
that they might have their assistance m their wicked under- 
takings; for such as obtained this highest of all honours 
without any desert, were forced to comply with those that be- 
stowed it on them. They also set the principal men at va- 
riance one with another, by several sorts of contrivances and 
tricks, and gained the opportunity of doing what they pleased, 

* This name Dorcas in Greek, was Tabitha in Hebrew or Syriac, as Acts 
ix. 36. Accordingly tome of the manuscripts set it down here Tabetha or 
Tabeta. Nor can the context in Josephus be made out but by supposing 
the reading to have been this, the son of Tabitha, loAicA in the language of 
our country denotet Dorcas [or a doe]. 

«f Here wc may discover the utter disgrace and ruin of the high-priesthood 
among the Jews, when undeserving, ignoble, and vile persons were advanced to 
that noble office by the seditious ; which sort of high-priests, as Josephus well 
remarks here, were thereupon obliged to comply with, and assist those that ad- 
vanced them in their impious practices. The i.aiqes of these high-priests. Of 
rather ridiculous and profane persons, were Jesus the son o£ Damneus, Jesus 
the son of Gamaliel, Alatthias the son of Theophilus, and that prodigious igno« 
ramus Phannias, the9<!on of Samuel ; all which we shall meet witli in Jo8ephus*s 
future history oi this war ; nor do we meet with any other so. much as pretended 
high-priesCi'after Phannias, till Jerusalem was taken and destroyed. 
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by the mutual quarrels of those who might have obstructed 
tlieir measures ; till at length, when they were satiated with 
the unjust actions tbey had done towards men, they trans- 
ferred their contumelious behaviour to God himself, and 
came into the sanctuary with polluted feet 

7. And now the multitude were going to rise against them 
already; for Ananqs, the ancientest of the high-priests, per- 
suaded them to it. He was a very prudent man, and had 
perhaps saved the city if he could but have escaped the hands 
of those that plotted against him. Those men made the 
temple of God a stronghold for them, and a place whither 
they might resort in order to avoid the troubles they feared 
from the people : the sanctuary was now become a refuge 
and a shop of tyranny. They also mixed jesting among the 
miseries they introduced, which was more intolerable than 
what they did ; for, in order to try what surprise the people 
would be under, and how far their own power extended, they 
undertook to dispose of the high-priesthood by casting lots 
for it ; whereas, as we have said already, it was to descend 
by succession in a family. The pretence they made for this 
strange attempt was an ancient practice, while they said that 
of old it was determined by lot ; but in truth it was no better 
than the dissolution of an undeniable law, and a cunning con- 
trivance to seize upon the government, derived from those 
that presumed to appoint governors as they themselves 
pleased. 

8. Hereupon they sent for one of the pontifical tribes, 
which is called Eniachiniy* and cast lots which of it should 
be the hi^h-priest. By fortune the lot so fell as to demon- 
strate their iniquity after the plainest manner ; for it fell upon 
one whose name was Pfiannias, the son of Samuel, of the 
village Aphtha. He was a man not only unworthy of the 
hi^h-priesthood, but that did not well know what the high- 
priesthood was, such a mere rustic was he ; yet did they hale 
this man, without his own consent, out of the country, as if 
they were acting a play upon the stage, and adorned him with 
a counterfeit face ; they also put upon him the sacred gar- 
ments, and upon every occasion instructed him what he was 
to do. This horrid piece of wickedness was sport and pas- 
time with them, but occasioned the other priests, who at a 
distance saw their law made a jest of, to shed tears, and 
sorely to lament the dissolution of such a sacred dignity. 

9. And now the people could no longer bear the insolence 

* This tribe or course of the high-priests, or priests here called Eninkimy 
seems to the learned Mr. Lowth, one well versed in Josephus, to be that 
1 Chron. xxiy. 12, the courtt of Jakimy where some copies have the course <^ 
Eliakim ; and I think this to be by no means an improbable conjecture. 
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of this procedure, but did altogether run zealously, in order 
to overthrow that tyranny ; and indeed they were Gorion 
thje son of Josephus, and Symeon* the son of Gamatiel, who 
encouraged them, by going up and down when they were as- 
sembled together in crowds, and as they saw them alone, to 
bear no longer, but to inflict punishment upon these pests 
and plagues of their freedom, and to purge the temple of 
these bloody polluters of it. The best esteemed also of the 
high-priests, Jesus the son of Gamala, and Ananus the son 
ofAhanus, when they were at their assemblies, bitterly re- 
proached the people for their sloth, and excited them against 
the zealots ; for that was the name they went by, as if they 
were zealous in good undertakings, and were not rather zea- 
lous in the worst actions, and extravagant in them beyond the 
example of others; 

10. And now when the multitude were gotten together to 
an assembly, and every one was in indignation at these men*$ 
seizing upon the sanctuary, at their rapine and murders, but 
had not yet begun their attacks upon them (the reason of 
^hich was this, that they imagined it to be a difficult thing 
to suppress these zealots, as indeed the case was), Ananus 
stood in the midst of them, and casting his eyes frequently at 
the temple, and having a flood of tears- in his eyes, he said, 
** Certamly it had been good for me to die before I had seen 
the house of God full of so many abominations, or these 
sacred places, that ought not to be trodden upon at random, 
filled with the feet of tnese blood-shedding villains ; yet do I, 
who am clothed with the vestments of the high-pnesthood, 
and am called by that most venerable name [o( -high-priest^j 
still live, and am but too fond of living, and cannot endure 
to undergo a death which would be the glory of my old age; 
and if I were the only person concerned, and as it were in a 
desert, I would give up ray life, and that alone for Gtjd's 
sake ; for to what purpose is it to live among a people insen- 
sible of their calamities, and where there is no notion remain- 
ing of any remedy for the miseries that are upon them ? For 
when you are seized upon you bear it, and when you are 
beaten you are silent, and wnen people are murdered nobody 
dares so much as send out a groan openly. O bitter tyranny 
that we are under ! But why do I compliun of the tyrants ? 
Wasitnot you, and yoursufferanceof them that have nourished 

* This Symeon, the ton of Gamaliel, is mentioned as the prendent of the 
Jewish Sanhedrim, and one that perished in the destruction of Jerusalem, by 
the Jewish rabbins, as Beland observes on this place. He also tells us that 
those rabbins mention one Jesus, the son of GamaU, as once a high-priest, 
but this long before the destruction of Jerusalem ; so that if he were the same 
person with this Jesus, the son of Gamala, in Josephusi he must have lived 
te be very old, or they have been very bad chrooologm 
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them ? Was it not you that overlooked those that first of all 
got together, for they were then hut a few, and hy your silence 
made them grow to be many ; and by conniving at them when 
they took arms, in effect armed them against yourselves? You 
ought to have then prevented their first attempts when they 
fell a reproaching your relations ; but by neglecting that care 
in time, you have encouraged these wretches to plunder men. 
When houses were pillaged, nobody said a word, which was 
the occasion why they carried off the owners of those houses ; 
and when they were drawn through the midst of the city, no- 
body came to their assistance. They then proceeded to put 
diose whom you had betrayed into their hands, into bonds ; 
I do not say how many, and of what characters those men 
were whom they thus served, but certainly they were such as 
were accused by none, and condemned by none ; and since 
nobody succoured them when they were put into bonds, the 
consequence was, that you saw the same persons slain. We 
have seen this also ; so that still the best of the herd of brute 
animals, as it were, have been still led to be sacrificed, when 
yet nobody said one word, or moved his riorht hand for their 
preservation. Will you bear, therefore, will you bear to see 
your sanctuary trampled on ? and will you lay steps for these 
profane wretches, upon which they may mount to higher de- 
grees of insolence? Will not you pluck them down from 
their exaltation ? For even by this time they had proceeded 
to higher enormities, if they had been able to overthrow any 
thing greater than the sanctuary. They have seized upon 
the strongest place of the whole city ; you may call it the 
temple, if you please, though it be like a citadel or fortress. 
Now while you have tyranny in so great a degree walled in, 
and see your enemies over your heads, to what purpose is it 
to take counsel ? And what have you to support your minds 
withal ? Perhaps you wait for the Romans, that they may 
protect our holy places. Are our matters then brought to 
that pass? and are we come to that degree of misery, that 
our enemies themselves are expected to pity us ? O wretched 
creatures ! will not you rise up and turn upon those that 
strike you ? which you may observe in wild beasts themselves, 
diat they will avenge themselves on those that strike them. 
Will not you call to mind every one of you the calamities 
you yourselves have suffered ? nor lay before your eyes what 
afflictions you yourselves have undergone? And will not 
such things sharpen your souls to revenge? Is therefore 
that most honourable and most natural of our passions utterly 
lost ? I mean the desire of liberty. Truly we are in love with 
slavery, and in love with those that lora it over us, as if we 
had received that principle of subjection from our ancestors ; 
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yet did they undergo many and great wars for the sake of 
liberty, nor were they so far overcome by the power of the 
Egyptians, or the Medes, but that still uiey did what they 
thought fit, notwithstanding thrir commands to the contrary. 
And what occasion is there now for a war with the Romans ? 
(I meddle not with determining whether it be an advanta- 
geous and profitable war or not). What pretence is there for 
It ? Is it not that we may enjoy our liberty ? Besides, shall 
we not bear the lords of the habitable earth to be lords over 
us, and yet bear tyrants of our own country ? Although I 
must say that submission to foreigners may be borne, because 
fortune hath already doomed us to it, while submission to 
wicked people of our own nation is too unmanly, and brought 
upon us by our own consent. However, since I have had 
occasion to mention the Romans, I will not conceal a thing 
that, as I am speaking, comes into my mind, and affects me 
considerably ; it is this, that though we should be taken by 
them (Grod forbid the event should be so !) yet can we under- 
go nothing that will be harder to be borne than what these 
men have already brought upon us. How then can we avoid 
shedding of tears, when we see the Roman donations in our 
temple, while we withal see those of our own nation taking 
our spoils, and plundering our glorious metropolis, and slaugh- 
tering our men, from which enormities those Romans them- 
selves would have abstained. To see those Romans never 
going beyond the bounds allotted to profane persons, nor 
venturing to break in upon any of our sacred customs ; nay, 
having a horror on their minds when they view at a distance 
those sacred walls, while some that have been bom in this 
very country, and brought up in our customs, and called 
Jews^ do walk about in the midst of the holy places, at the 
very time when their hands are still warm with the slaughter 
of their own countrymen. Besides, can any one be afraid 
of a war abroad, and that with such as will have compara- 
tively much greater moderation than our own people have ? 
For truly, if we may suit our words to the things they repre- 
sent, it is probable one may hereafter find the Romans to be 
the supporters of our laws, and those within ourselves the 
subverters of them. And now I am persuaded that every 
one of you here come satisfied before I speak, that these 
overthrowers of our liberties deserve to be destroyed, and that 
nobody can so much as devise a punishment that they have 
not deserved by what they have done ; and that you are all 
provoked against them by those their wicked actions, whence 
you have sufiered so greatly. But perhaps many of you are 
affrighted at the multitude of those zealots, and at their au- 
daciousness, as well as at the advantage they have over us 
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in their being higher in place than we are ; for these circum- 
stances, as they have been occasioned by your negligence, so 
will they beoHne still greater by being still longer neglected ; 
for their multitude is every day augmented by every ill mane's 
running away to those that are like to themselves, and their 
audaciousness is therefore inflamed, because they meet with 
no obstrucUon to their designs. And for their higher place, 
they will make use of it for engines also, if we give them time 
to do so ; but be assured of this, that if we go up to fight 
them, they will be made tamer by their own consciences ; 
and what advantages they have in the height of their situa^ 
tion, they will lose by the opposition of their reason : perhaps 
also , Grod himself, who hath been aiFronted by them, will 
make what they throw at us return against themselves, and 
these impious wretches will be killed by their own darts ; let 
us but make our appearance before them, land they will come 
to nothing. However, it is a right thing, if there should be 
any danger in the attempt, to die before these holy gates, and 
to spend our very lives, if not for the sake of our children 
and wives, yet for God'^s sake, and for the sake of his sanc- 
tuary. I will assist you both with my counsel and with my 
hand, nor shall any sagacity of ours be wanting for your sup- 
port, nor shall you see that I will be sparing of my body 
neither." 

11. By these motives Ananus encouraged the multitude to 
so against the zealots, although he knew how difficult it would 
be to disperse them, because of their multitude, and their 
youth, and the courage of their souls, but chiefly because of 
their consciousness of what they had done, since they would 
not yield, as not so much as hopng for pardon at the last for 
those their enormities. However, Ananus resolved to un- 
dergo whatever sufierings might come upon him, rather than 
overlook things, now they were in such great confusion. So 
the multitude cried out to him to lead them on against those 
whom he had described in his exhortation to them ; and every 
one of them was most readily disposed to run any hazard 
whatsoever on that account. 

12. Now while Ananus was choosing out his men, and 
putting those who were proper for his purpose in .array for 
fighting, the zealots got information of his undertaking (for 
there were some who went to them, and told them all that 
the people were doing) and were irritated at it, and leaping 
out of the temple in crowds and by parties, spared none 
whom they met with. Upon this Ananus got the populace 
together on the sudden, who were more numerous indfeed than 
the zealots, but inferior to them in arms, because they had 
not been regularly put into array for fighting ; but the ala^ 
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crity that every body shewed supplied all their defects on 
both sides, the citizens taking up so great a passion as was 
stronger than arms, and deriving a degree of courage from the 
temple more forcible than any multitude whatsoever ; and 
indeed these citizens thought it was not possible for them to 
dwell in the city, unless they could cut off the robbers that 
were in it. The zealots also thought, that unless they pre- 
vailed there would be no punishment so bad but it would 
be inflicted on them. So their conflicts were conducted by 
their passions, and at the first they only cast stones at each 
other in the city, and before the temple, and threw their jave- 
lins at a distance ; but when either of them were too hard for 
the other, they made use of their swords, and great slaughter 
was made on both sides, and a great number were wounded. 
As for the dead bodies of the people, their relations carried 
them out to their own houses ; but when any of the zealots 
were wounded, he went up into the temple, and defiled that 
sacred floor with his blood, insomuch that one may say, it 
was their blood alone that polluted our sanctuary. Now in 
these conflicts, the robbers always sallied out of the temple, 
and were too hard for their enemies ; but the populace grew 
very angry, and became more and more numerous, and re- 
proached those that gave back, and those behind would not 
aiFord room to those that were going off*, but forced them 
on again, till at length they made their whole body to turn 
against their adversaries, and the robbers could no longer 
oppose them, but were forced gradually to retire into the 
temple ; when Ananiis* and his party fell into it at the same 
time together with them. This horribly affrighted the rob* 
bers, because it deprived them of the first court ; so they 
fled into the inner court immediately, and shut the gates. 
Now Anonus did not think fit to make any attack against the 
holy gates, altliough the other threw their stones and darts at 
them from above. He also deemed it unlawful to introduce 
the multitude into that court, before they were purified ; he 
therefore chose out of them all, by lot, six thousand armed 
men, and placed them as guards in the cloisters : so there 
was a succession of such guards, one after another, and every 
one was forced to attend in his course ; although many of 

* It is woTth noting here, that this Ananui, the best of the Jewi at this time* 
and the high-priest, who was so veiy uneasy at the profanation of the JewUk 
courtM of the temple by the zealots, did not howerer scruple the profanation of 
the caufi of tke GentUet, as in our SayiouT*s dajrs it was very much profaned 
by the Jews, and made a market-plaoe, nay, a den of tkkvety without scruple. 
Matt. zxi. 12, 13 ; Mark zi. 15, 16, 17* Accordingly Josephus himself, when 
he qpeaks of the two inner courts, calls them both iSyw, ot holy placet ; but, so 
far as I remember, he nevsr gircs that character of the court of the Gentiles, Sec 
^ T. ch. is. net. 2. 
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the chief of the city were dismissed by those that then took 
dn them the government, upon their hiring some of the 
poorer sort, and sending them to keep the guard in their 
stead. 

18. Now it was John who, as we told you, ran away from 
Gischala, and was the occasion pf all these being destroyed. 
He was a man of great craft, and bore about him in his soul 
a strong passion after tyranny, and at a distance was the ad- 
viser in tnese actions ; and indeed at this time he pretended 
to be of the people's opinion, and went all about witk Ananus 
when he consulted the great men every day, and in the night- 
time also, when he went round the watch ; but he divulged 
their secrets to the zealots, and every thing that the people 
deliberated about was by his means known to their enemies, 
even before it had been well agreed upon by themselves. And 
by way of contrivance how he might not be brought into 
suspiaon, he cultivated the greatest friendship possible with' 
Ananus, and with the chief of the people : yet did this over- 
doing of his turn against him, for he flattered them so extra- 
vagantly that he was but the more suspected ; and his con- 
stant attendance every where, even when he was not invited 
to be present, made him strongly suspected of betraying their 
secrets to the enemy ; for they plainly perceived that they 
understood all the resolutions taken against them at their con- 
sultations. Nor was there any one whom they md so much 
reason to suspect of that discovery as this J6nn ; yet was it 
not easy to get quit of him, so potent was he grown by his 
wicked practices. He was also supported by many of those 
eminent men, who were to be consulted upon all considerable 
affairs ; it was therefore thought reasonable to oblige him to 
give them assurance of his good will upon oath : accordingly, 
John took such an oath readily, that he would be on the peo- 
ple'^s side, and would not betray any of their counsels or 
practices to their enemies, and would assist them in over- 
throwing those that attacked them, and that both by his hand 
and his advice. So Ananus and his party believed his oath, 
and did now receive him to their counsultations without farther 
suspicion ; nay, so far did they believe him, that they sent him 
as their ambassador into the temple, to the zealots, with pro- 
posals of accommodation; for they were very desirous to avoid 
the pollution of the temple as much as they possibly could, 
and that no one of their nation should be slain therein. 

14. But now this John, as if his oath had been made to 
the zealots, and for confirmation of his good* will to them, 
and not against them, went into the temple, and stood in the 
midst of tnem, and spake as follows : — " That ho had run 
many hazards on their accounts, and in order to let them 
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'know of every thing that was secretly contrived against them 
by Ananus and his party ; but that both he and tney should 
be cast into the most imminent danger; unless some provi- 
dential assistance were afforded them ; for that Ananus made 
no longer dtflay, but had prevailed with the people to send 
ambassadors to Vespasian, to invite him to come presently 
and take the city ; and that he had appointed a fast for the 
next day against them, that they might obtain admission into 
the temple on a religious account, or gain it by force, and 
fight with them there ; that he did not see how long they 
could either endure a siege, or how they could fiffht against 
so many enemies. He added farther, tliat it was by the pro> 
vidence of God he was himself sent as an ambassador to tnem 
for an accommodation ; for that Ananus did therefore offer 
them such proposals, that he might come upon them when 
they were unarmed : that they ought to choose one of these 
two methods, either to intense with those that guarded 
them, to save their lives, or to provide isome foreign assistance 
for themselves : that if they fostered themselves with the hopes 
of pardon in case they were subdued, they had forgotten 
what desperate things they had done, or could suppose that 
as soon as the actors repented, those that had suffered by 
them must be presently reconciled to them; while those that 
have done injuries, though they pretend to repent of them, 
are frequently hated by the others for that sort of repentance; 
and that the sufferers, when they get the power into their 
hands, are usually still more severe upon the actors : that the 
friends and kindred of those that had been destroyed would 
always be laying plots against them ; and that a large body of 
people were very angry on account of their gross breaches of 
their laws, and [illegal] iudicatures, insomuch that although 
some part might commiserate them, those would be quite 
overborne by the majority.^ 



• CHAP. IV. 



The Idumeans being sent for by the Zealots^ came immedi- 
ately to Jerusalem ; and when they were excluded out of the 
City, they lay all Night there. Jesus, one of the High- 
PriestSy makes a Speech to them ; and Simon, th€ Idumean, 
makes a Reply to it. 

§ 1. Now by this crafty speech John made the zealots afraid; 
yet durst he not directly name what foreign assistance he 
meant, but in a covert way only intimated at the Idumeans. 
But now that he might particularly irritate the leaders of the 
zealots^ he calumniated Ananus, that he was about a piece of 
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barbarity, and did in a special manner threaten them. These 
leaders were Eleazar the son of Simon, who seemed the most 
plausible man of them all, both in considering what was fit 
to be done, and in the execution of what he had determined 
upon, and Zarachias the son of Fhalek ; both of whom de- 
rived their families from the priests. Now when these two 
men had heard, not only the common threatening which 
belonged to them all, but those peculiarly levelled against 
themselves, and besides, how Ananus and his party, in order 
to secure their own dominion, had invited tne Romans to 
come to them, for that also was part of John^s lie, they hesi- 
tated a great while what they should do, considering the 
shortness of the time by which they were straitened ; because 
the people were prepared to attack them very soon, and be- 
cause the suddenness of the plot laid against them had almost 
cut off all their hopes of getting any foreign assistance ; for 
they might be under the height of their afflictions before any of 
their confederates could be mformed of it. However, it was 
resolved to call in the Idumeans ; so they wrote a short letter 
to this effect : that ^' Ananus had imposed on the people, and 
was betraying their metropolis to the Romans ;, that they 
themselves had revolted from the rest, and were in custody in 
the temple, on account of the preservation of their liberty ; 
that there was but a small time left, wherein they might hope 
for their deliverance ; and that unless they would come im- 
mediately to their assistance, they should themselves be soon 
in the power of Ananus, and the city would be in the power 
of the Romans.^ They also charged the messengers to tell 
many more circumstances to the rulers of the Idumeans. 
Now there were two active men proposed for the carrying 
of this message, and such as were well able to speak, and to 
persuade them that things were in this posture, and, what 
was a qualification still more necessary than the former, they 
were very swift of foot ; for they knew well enough that these 
would immediately comply with their desires, as being ever 
a tumultuous and disorderly nation, always on the watch upon 
every motion, delighting in mutations ; and upon your nat- 
tering them ever so little, and petitioning them, they soon take 
their arms, and put themselves into motion, and make haste 
to a battle, as if it were to a feast. There was indeed occa- 
sion for quick dispatch in the carrying of this message, in 
which poitft the messengers were no way defective. Both 
their names were Ananius; and they soon came to the rulers 
of the Idumeans. 

2. Now these rulers were greatly surprised at the contents 
of the letter, and at what those that came with it further told 
them ; whereupon they ran about the nation like madmen. 
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and made proclamation that the people should come to war i 
so a multitude was suddenly gotten together, sooner indeed 
than the time appointed in the proclamation, and every body 
caught up their arms, in order to maintain the liberty of theur 
metropolis ; and twenty thousand of them were put into bat- 
tle array, and came to Jerusalem under four commanders, 
John, and Jacob the son of Sodas ; and be^des these, were 
Simon the son of Cathlas, and Phineas the son of Cluso« 
thus. 

3. Now this exit of tlie messengers was not known either 
to Ananus or to the guards, but the approach of the Idu-» 
means was known to him ; for, as he knew of it before they 
came, he ordered the gates to be shut against them, and that 
the wall should be guarded. Yet did not he by any means 
think of fighting against them, but before they came to blows, 
to try what persua^ons would do. Accordingly Jesus, the 
eldest of the high-priests next to Ananus, stood upon the 
tower that was over against them, and said thus :— ^^ Many 
troubles, indeed, and those of various kinds, have fallen upon 
'this city, yet in none of them have I so much wondered at 
her fortune as now, when you are come to assist wicked men, 
and this after a manner very extraordinary ; for I see that 
you are come to support the vilest of men against us, and 
this with so great alacrity, as you could haroly put on the 
like, in case our metropolis haa called you to her assistance 
against barbarians. And if I had perceived that your army 
was composed of men like unto those who invited them, I 
had not deemed your attempt so absurd. For nothing does 
so much cement the minds of men together as the alliance 
there is betwet^n their manners^ But now for these men 
who have invited you, if you were4o examine them one by 
one, every one of them would be found to have deserved ten 
thousand deaths ; for the very rascality and oifscouring of 
the whole country, who have spent m debauchery their 
whole substance, and, by way of trial beforehand, have 
madly plundered the neighbouring villages and cities, in 
the uphot of all, have privately run together into this holy 
city. They are robbers who, by their prodi^us wicked!- 
ness, have profaned this most sacred floor, and who are to 
be now seen drinking themselves drunk in the sanctuary, and 
expending the spoils of those whom they have slaughtered 
upon their insatiable bellies. As for the multitude thai is with 
you, one may see them so decently adorned in their armour, 
as it would become them to be, had their metropolis called 
them to her assistance against foreigners. What can a man 
call this procedure of yours, but the sport of fortune, when 
he sees a whole nation coming to protect a sink of wicked 
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wretches? I have for. a good while been in doubt what it 
could possibly be that should move you to do this so sud- 
denly ; because certainly you would not take all your armour 
on the behalf of robbers, and against a people of kin to you, 
without some very great cause for your so doing. But we 
have an item that the Romans are pretended, and that we 
are- supposed to be goine to betray this city to them ; for 
some of your men have lately made a clamour about those 
matters, and have siud they are come to set their metropolis 
free. Now we cannot but admire at these wretches, in their 
devising such a lie as this against us ; for they knew there 
was no other way to irritate against us men that were na- 
turally desirous of liberty, and on that account the best dis- 
posed to fight against foreign enemies, but by framing a tale, 
as if we were going to betray that most desirable thing, 
liberty. But you ought to consider what sort of people 
they are that raised this calumny, and ag^nst what sort of 
people that calumny is raised, and to gather the truth of 
things, not by fictitious speeches, but out of the actions of 
both parties ; for what occasion is there for us to sell our- 
selves to the Romans? while it was in our power not to 
have revolted from them at the first, or, when we had once 
revolted, to have returned under their dominion again ; and 
this while the neighbouring countries were not yet laid 
waste : whereas it is not an easy thing to be reconciled to 
the Romans, if we were desirous of it, now they have sub^ 
dued Galilee, and are thereby become proud and insolent ; 
and to endeavour to please them at the time when they are 
so near us, would bring such a reproach upon us as were 
worse than death. As for myself, indeed, I should have pre^ 
f erred peace with them before death ; but now we have once 
made war upon them, and fought with them, I prefer death, 
with reputation, before living in captivity under them. But 
farther, whether do they pretend that we, who are the rulers 
of the people, have sent thus privately to the Romans, or 
hath it been done by the common sufn'ages of the people ? 
If it be ourselves only that have done it, let them name 
those friends of ours that have been sent, as our servants, to 
manage this treachery. Hath any one been caught as he 
went out on this errand, or seized upon as he came back P 
Are tliey in possession of our letters ? How could we be con- 
cealed from such a vast number of our fellow-citizens, among 
whom we are conversant every hour, while what is done pri- 
vately in the country is, it seems, known by the zealots, who 
are but few in number, and under confinement also, and are 
not able to come out of the temple into tlie city ? Is this the 
first time that they are become sensible how they ought to 
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be punished for their insolent actions ? For while these men 
were free from the fear they are now under, there was no 
suspicion raised that any of us were traitors. But if they 
lay this charge against the people, this must have been done 
at a public consultation, and not one of the people must 
have dissented from the rest of the assembly ; in which case, 
the public fame of this matter would have come to you 
sooner than any particular indication. But how could that 
be? Must there not then have been ambassadors sent to 
confirm the agreements P and let them tell us who this am- 
ba|pador was that was ordained for that purpose. But this 
is no other than a pretence of such men as are loath to die, 
and are labouring to escape those punishments that hang 
over them ; for if fate had determined that this city was to 
be betrayed into its enemies^ hands, no othet than these men 
that accuse us falsely could have the impudence to do it, 
there beinff no wickedness wanting to complete their impu- 
dent practices but this only, that they become traitors. And 
now you, Idumeans, are come hither already with your arms; 
it is your duty, in the first place, to be assisting to your me- 
tropolis, and to join with us in cutting ofi* those tyrants that 
have infringed the rules of our regular tribunals, that have 
trampled upon our laws, and made their swords the arbitra- 
tors of right and wrong ; for they have seized upon men of 
great eminence, and under no accusation, as they stood in 
the midst of the market-place, and tortured them with put- 
ting them into bonds; ana, without bearing to hear what they 
had to say, or what supplications they made, they destroyed 
them. You may, if you please, come into this city, though 
not in. the way of war, and take a view of the marks still 
remaining of what I now say, and may see the houses that 
have been depopulated by their rapacious hands with those 
wives and families that are in black mourning for their slaugh- 
tered relations ; as also you may hear their groans and lamen- 
tations all the city over ; for there is nobody but hath tasted 
of the incursions of these profane wretches, who have pro- 
ceeded to that degree of madness, as not only to have trans- 
ferred their impudent robberies out of the country and the 
remote cities, into this city, the very face and head of the 
whole nation, but out of the city into the temple also ; for 
that is now made their receptacle and refuge, and the foun- 
tain-head whence their preparations are made against us. 
And this place, which is adored by the habitable world, and 
honoui ed by such as only know it by report, as far as the 
ends of the earth, is trampled upon by these wild beasts bom 
among oursjelves. They now triumph in the desperate con- 
dition tliey are already in, when they hear that one people arc 
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going to fight against another people, and one city against 
another city, and that your nation hath gotten an army to- 
^[ether a^nst its own bowels. Instead of which procedure 
It were highly fit and reasonable, as I said before, tor you to 
join with us in cutting ofi^ these wretches, and in particular 
to be revenged on them for putting this very cheat upon you ; 
I mean, for having the impudence to invite you to assist 
them, of whom they ought to have stood in fear, as ready to 
punish them. But if you have some regard to these men'*s 
invitation of you, yet may you lay aside your ai*ms, and come 
into the city under the notion of our kindred, and take updh 
you a middle name between that of auxiliaries and of ene- 
mies, and so become judges in this case. However, con- 
sider what these men will gain by being called into judg- 
ment before you, for such undeniable and such flagrant 
crimes, who would not vouchsafe to hear such as had no 
accusations laid against them, to speak a word for them- 
selves. However, let them gain this advantage by your 
coming. But still, if you will neither take our part in that 
indignation we have at these men, nor judge between us, the 
third thing I have to propose is this, that you let us both 
alone, ananeither insult upon our calamities, nor abide with 
these plotters against their metropolis; for though you should 
have ever so great a suspicion that some of us have discoursed 
with the Romans, it is in your power to watch the passages 
into the city ; and in case any thing that we have been ac- 
cused of is brought to light, then to come and defend your 
metropolis, and to inflict punishment on those thai are found 
guilty ; for the enemy cannot prevent you, who are now so 
near to the city. But if, after all, none of these proposals 
seem acceptable and moderate, do not you wonder that the 
gates are shut against you, while you bear your arms about 
you."" 

4. Thus spake Jesus ; yet did not the multitude of the 
Idumeans give any attentiqn to what he said, but were in a 
rage, because they did not meet with a ready entrance into 
the city. The generals also had indignation at the ofi^er of 
laying down their arms, and looked upon it as equal to a 
captivity, to throw them away at any man''s injunction whom- 
soever. But Simon, the son of Cathlas, one of their com- 
manders, with much ado quieted the tumult of his own men, 
and stood so that the high-priests might hear him, and said 
as follows : " I can no longer wonder that the patrons of 
liberty are under custody in the temple, since there are those 
that shut the gates of our common city* to their own nation, 

* This appelktion of Jeraaalem given it here by Simon, the general of the 
Idumeans, the common city of the Idumeans, who were proselytes of justice, 
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and at the same time are prepared to admit the Romans into 
it ; nay, perhaps are disposed to crown the gates with gar- 
lands at their coming, while they speak to the Idumeans from 
their towers, and enjoin them to throw down their arms which 
they have taken up for the preservation of its liberty. And 
while they will not intrust the guard of our metropolis to 
their kindred, profess to make them judges of the differences 
that are among them ; nay, while they accuse some men of 
having slain others without a legal trial, they do themselves 
condemn a whole nation after an ignominious manner ; and 
have now walled up that city from their own nation, which 
used to be opened to even all foreigners that came to wor- 
ship there. We have indeed come in great baste to you, and 
to a war against our own countrymen ; and the reason why 
we have made such haste is this, that we may preserve that 
freedom which you are so unhappy as to betray. You have 
probably been guilty of the like crimes against those whom 
you keep in custody, and have, I suppose, collected together 
the like plausible pretences against them also, that you may 
make use of against us ; after which you have gotten the 
mastery of those within the temple, and keep them in cus- 
tody, while they are only taking care of the public affairs. 
You have also shut the gates of the city in general against 
nations that are ' the most nearly related to you ; and while 
you give such injurious commands to others, you complain 
that you have been tyrannized over by them ; and fix the 
name of unjust governors upon such as are tyrannized over 
by yourselves. Who can bear this your abuse of words, 
while they have a regard to the contrariety of your actions? 
Unless you mean this, that those Idumeans do now exclude 
you out of your metropolis, whom you exclude from the 
sacred offices of your own country. One may indeed justly 
complain of those that are besieged in the temple, that when 
they had courage enough to punish those tyrants, which yoU 
call eminent men, and free from any accusations, because of 
their being^ your companions in wickedness, they did not be- 
gin with you, and thereby cut off beforehand the most danger- 
ous parts of this treason. But if these men have been more 
merciful than the public necessity required, we that are Idu- 
means will preserve this house of Grod, and will fight for our 
common country, and will oppose by war as well those that 
attack them from abroad, as those that betray them from 

as well as of the original nati?e Jewn, greatly confirmff that maxim of the rab- 
bins, here set down by Reland, that Jerusalem uaa not aanigned or appropriated 
to the tribe of Benjamin or Judah, but every tribe had equal right to it at 
tlieir coming to worship there at the several festivals. See a little before, ch. iiu 
sect. 3. 
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ivithin. Here will we abide before the walls in our armour, 
until either the Romans grow weary in waiting for you, or 
you become friends to liberty, and repent of what you have 
done against it.^ 

5. And now did the Idumeans make an acclamation to 
what Simon had said ; but Jesus went away sorrowful, as 
seeing that the Idumeans were against all moderate counsels, 
and that the city was besieged on both sides. Nor indeed 
were the minds of the Idumeans at rest ; for they were in a 
rage at the injury that had been offered them by their exclu- 
sion out of the city ; and when they thought the zealots had 
been strong, but saw nothing of theirs to support them, they 
were in doubt about the matter, and many of them repented 
that they had come thither. But the shame tiiat would at- 
tend them in case they returned without doing any thing at 
all, so far overcame that their repentance, that they lay all 
night before the wall, though in a very bad encampment ; for 
there broke out a prodigious storm in the night, with the ut- 
most violence, and very strong winds, with the largest showers 
of rain, with continual lightnings, terrible thunderings, and 
amazing concussions and bellowings of the earth that was in 
an earthquake. These things were a manifest indication that 
some destruction was coming upon men, when the system of 
the world was put into this disorder ; and any one would guess 
that these wonders' foreshewed some grand calamities that 
were coming. 

6. Now the opinion of the Idumeans and of the citizens 
was one and the same. The Idumeans thought that Grod 
was angry at their taking arms, and that they would not es- 
cape punishment for their making war upon their metropolis. 
Ananus and his party thought that they had conquered with- 
out fighting, ana that God acted as a general for them ; but 
truly they proved both ill conjectures at what was to come, 
and made those events to be ominous to their enemies, while 
they were themselves to undergo the ill effects of them ; for 
the Idumeans fenced one another, by uniting their bodies into 
one band, and thereby kept themselves warm, and connecting 
their shields over their heads, were not so much hurt by the 
rain. But the zealots were more deeply concerned for the 
danger these men were in than tliey were for themselves, 
and got together, and looked about them to see whether they 
could devise any nleans of assisting them. The hotter sort 
of them thought it best to force their guards with their arms, 
and after that to fall into the midst of the city, and publicly 
open the gates to those that came to their assistance ; as sup- 
posing the guards would be in disorder, and give way at sucli 
an unexpected attempt of theirs, especially as the greater 

c 2 
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part of them were unarmed, and unskilled in a£Pairs of war; 
and that besides, the multitude of the citizens would not be 
easily gathered together, but confined to their houses by the 
storm ; and that if there were any hazard in their under- 
taking, it became them to suffer any thing whatsoever them- 
selves, rather than to overlook so great a multitude as were 
miserably perishing on their account. But the more prudent 
part of them disapproved of this forcible method, oecause 
they saw not only the guards about them very numerous, but 
the walls of the city itself carefully watched, by reason of the 
Idumeans. They also supposed that Ananus would be eveiy 
where, and visit the guaras every hour ; which indeed was 
done upon other nights, but was omitted that night, not by 
reason of any slothfulness of Ananus, but by the overbearing 
appointment of fate, that so both he himself might perish, ana 
the multitude of the guards might perish with him ; for truly, 
as the night was far gone, and the storm very terrible, Ananus 
gave the guards in the cloisters leave to go to sleep ; while 
it came into the heads of the zealofs to make use of the saws 
belonging to the temple, and to cut the bars of the gates to 
pieces. The noise of the wind, and that not inferior sound 
of the thunder, did here also conspire with their designs, that 
the noise of the saws was not heard by the others. 

7. So they secretly went out of the temple to the wall of 
the city, and made use of their saws, and opened that gate 
which was over against the Idumeans. Now at first there 
came a fear upon the Idumeans themselves, which disturbed 
them, as imagining that Ananus and his party were coming 
to attack them, so that every one of tKem nad his right hand 
upon his sword, in order to defend himself ; but they soon 
came to know who they were that came to them, and were 
entered the city. And had the Idumeans then fallen upon 
the dty, nothing could have hindered them from destroying 
the people, every man of them, such was the rage they were 
in at that time ; but as they first of all made haste to get the 
zealots out of custody, which* those that brought them in 
earnestly desired them to do, and not to overlook those for 
whose sake they were come in the midst of their distresses, 
nor to bring them into a still greater danger ; for tliat when 
they had once seized on the guards, it would be easy for 
them to fall upon the city ; but that if the city were once 
alarmed, they would not then be able to overcome those 

Siards, because as soon as they should perceive they were 
ere, they would put themselves in order to fight them, and 
would hinder their coming into the temple. 
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The Cruelty of the Idumeans when they were gotten into the 
Temple auring the Storm ; and of the Zealots, Concerning 
the Slaughter ofAnanus, and Jesus, and Zacharias. And 
how the idumeans retired home. 

§ 1. This advice pleased the Idumeans, and they ascended 
through the city to the temple. The zealots were also in 
great expectation of their coming, and earnestly waited for 
tne^i. When, therefore, these were entering, they also came 
boldly out of the inner temple, and mixing themselves 
among the Idumeans, they attacked the guards ; and some of 
those that were upon the watch, but were fallen asleep, they 
killed as they were asleep ; but as those that were now awak- 
ened made a cry, the whole multitude arose, and in the 
amazement they were in, caught hold of their arms imme- 
diately, and betook themselves to their own defence ; and so 
long as they thought they were only the zealots who attacked 
them, they went on boldly, as hopmg to overpower them by 
their numbers ; but when they saw others pressing in upon 
them also, they perceived the Idumeans were got in ; and the 
greatest part of them hud aside their arms, together with their 
courage, and betook themselves to lamentations. But some 
few of the younger sort covered themselves with their armour, 
and valiantly received the Idumeans, and for a great while 
protected tne multitude of old men. Others indeed gave 
a signal to those that were in the city of the calamities they 
were in ; but when these were also made sensible that the 
Idumeans were come in, none of them durst come to their 
assistance, only they returned the terrible echo of wailing, and 
lamented their misfortunes. A great howling of the women 
was excited also, and every one of the guards were in danger 
of being killed. The zealots also joined in the shouts raised 
by the Idumeans ; and the storm itself rendered the cry more 
terrible ; nor did the Idumeans spare any body ; for as they 
are naturally a most barbarous and bloody nation, and had 
been distressed by the tempest, they made use of their wea- 
pons against those that haa shut the gates against them, and 
acted in the same manner as to those that supplicated for their 
lives, and to those that fought them ; insomuch that they ran 
through those with their swords, who desired them to re- 
member the relation there was between them, and begged of 
them to have regard to their common temple. Now there 
was at pi;esent neither any place for flight, nor any hope of 
preservation ; but as they were driven one upon another in 
heaps, so were they slain. Thus the greater p&rt were driven 
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together by force, as there was now no place of retirement, 
and the murderers were upon them ; and having no other 
\Vay, threw themselves down headlong into the city ; where- 
by, in my opinion, they underwent a more miserable de- 
struction than that which they avoided, because that was a 
voluntary one. And now the outer temple was all of it 
overflowed with blood ; and that day, as it came on, saw eight 
thousand five hundred dead bodies there. 

^. But the rage of the Idumeans was not satiated by these 
slaughters ; but they now betook themselves to the city, and 
plundered every house, and slew every one they met : and 
for the other multitude, they esteemed it needless to go on 
with killing them, but they sought for the high-priests, and 
the generality went with the greatest zeal against them ; and 
as soon as they caught them, they slew them ; and then stand- 
ing upon their dead bodies, in way of i est, upbraided Ananus 
with his kindness to the people, and Jesus with his speech 
made to them from the wall. Nay, they proceeded to that 
degree of impiety as to cast away their dead bodies without 
burial, although the Jews used to take so much care of the 
burial of men, that they took down those that were con- 
demned and crucified, and buried them before the going 
down of the sun. I should not mistake if I said, ^hat the 
death of Ananus was the beginning of the destruction of the 
city, and that from this very day may be dated the overthrow 
of her wall, and the ruin of her afiairs, whereon they saw 
their high-priest, and the procurer of their preservation, slain 
in the midst of their city. He was on other accounts also a 
venerable and a very just man ; and besides the grandeur of 
that nobility, and dignity, and honour, of which he was 
possessed, he had been a lover of a kind of parity, even with 
regard to the meanest of the people: he was a prodigious lover 
of liberty, and an admirer of democracy in government, and 
did ever prefer the public welfare before his own advantage, 
and preferred peace above all things; for he was thoroughly 
sensiole that tne Romans were not to be conquered. He 
also foresaw that of necessity a war would follow, and that 
unless the Jews made up matters with them very dexterously, 
they would be destroyed ; to say all in a word, if Ananus had 
survived, they had certainly compounded matters ; for he was 
a shrewd man in speaking and persuading the people, and 
had already gotten the mastery of those that opposed his de- 
signs, or were for the war. And the Jews had then put 
abundance of delays in the way of the Romans, if they had 
had such a general as he was. Jesus was also joined with 
him, and although he were inferior to him upon the compa- 
rison, he was superior to the rest ; and I cannot but think, 
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that it was because God had doomed this city to destruction, 
as a polluted city, and resolved to purge his sanctuary by fire, 
that ne cut off these their great defenders and well-wishers, 
while those that a little before had worn the sacred garments, 
and had presided over the public worship,* and had been es- 
teemed venerable by those that dwelt on the whole habitable 
earth, when they came into our city, were cast out naked, 
and seen to be the food of dogs and wild beasts. And I cannot 
but imagine that virtue itself groaned at these menu's case, and 
lamented that she was here so terribly conquered by wicked- 
ness. And this at last was the end of Ananus and Jesus. 

3. Now after these were slain, the zealots and the multi- 
tude of the Idumeans fell upon the people as upon a ilock of 
profane animals, and cut tlieir throats ; and for the ordinary 
sort, they were destroyed in what place soever they caught 
them. But for the noblemen and the youth, they first caught 
them and bound them, and shut them up in prison, and put 
off their slaughter, in hopes that some of them would turn 
over to their party ; but not one of them would comply with 
their desires, but all of them preferred death before being en- 
rolled among such wicked wretches as acted against thcii* own 
country. But this refusal of theirs brought upon them ter- 
rible torments ; for they were so hcourgcd and tortured that 
their bodies were not able to sustain their torments, till at 
length, and with difficulty, they had the favour to' be slain. 
Those whom they caught in the day-time were slain in the 
night, and then their bodies were carried out, and thrown 
away, that there might be room for other prisoners ; and the 
terror that was upon the people was so great that no one had 
courage enough either openly to weep for the dead man that 
was related to him, or to bury him ; out those that were shut 
up in th^ir own houses could only shed tears in secret, and 
durst not even groan, without great caution, lest any of their 
enemies should hear them; for if they did, those that mourned 
for others soon underwent the same death with those whom 
they mourned for. Only, in the night-time, they would take 
up a little dust, and throw it upon their bodies ; and even 
some, that were the most ready to expose themselves to dan- 
ger, would do it in the day-time ; and there were tv.elve 
thousand of the better sort, who perished in this manner. 

4. And now these zealots and Idumeans were quite weary 
of barely killing men, so they had the impudence of setting 
up fictitious tribunals and judicatures for that purpose ; and 

* ¥iMfu*n ^^ft^KUtty OT mordly wonkip^ as tlic author to the Hebrews calls the 
sanctuary ayiav x^ffuKov, a wordly aanctuarj/. 
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as they intended to have Zacharias,* the son of Baruch, one 
of the most eminent of the citizens, slain ; so what provoked 
them against him was, that hatred of wickedness, and love of 
liberty, which were so eminent in him : he was also a rich 
man ; so that by taking him off, they did not only hope to 
seize his effects, but also to get rid of a man that had great 
power to destroy them. So Uiey called together, by a public 

{)roclamation, seventy of the principal men of the populace, 
or a show, as if they were real judges, while they nad no 
proper authority. Before these was Zacharias accused of 
a design to betray their polity to the Romans, and had trai- 
torously sent to Vespasian for that purpose. Now there 
appeared no proof or sign of what he was accused, but they 
affirmed themselves, that they were well persuaded that so it 
was, and desired that such tneir affirmation might be taken 
for sufficient evidence. Now when Zacharias plainly saw 
that there was no way remaining for his escape from them, as. 
having been treacherously called before them, and then put 
in prison, but not with any intention of a le^l trial, he took 
great liberty of speech in that despair of his life he was under. 
Accordingly he stood up, and laughed at their pretended 
accusation, and in a few words confuted the crimes laid to 
his charge ; after which he turned his speech to his accusers, 
and went over distinctly all their transgressions of the law, 
and made heavy lamentation upon the confusion they had 
brought public affairs to. In the mean time the zealots grew 
tumultuous, and had much ado to abstmn from drawing their 
swords, although they designed to preserve the appearance 
and show of a judicature to the end. They were also desirous, 

* Some commeotatore are rerdy to suppose, that this Zacharias ikt $0% of 
Bamckf here most unjustly slain by the Jews in the temple, was the very same 
person with Zacharia» the son of BarachioM, whom our Saviour says the Jews 
slew between, the temple and the altarf Matt xxm» 35 ; this is a somewhat strange 
exposition. Since Zachariah the prophet was really the son ofBarachiak^ and 
grandson of Iddo^ Zedi, LI; and how he died, we have no other account than 
that before us in S^ Matthew, while this Zacharias was the son ofBaruch, Since 
the slaughter was past when our Saviour spake those words, the Jews had then 
already slain him ; whereas this slaughter of Zacharias the son of Baruehy in Jo* 
sephus, was then about thirty-four years future. And since that slaughter was 
between the temple and the altar^ in Uie court of the priests, one of the most sacred 
and remote parts of the whole temple, while this was, in Jo8ephus*s own words, 
in the middle of the temple, and mudi the most probably in the court of Israel 
only (for we have had no intimation that the zealots had at this time profaned the 
court of the priests ; see B. v. ch. i. sect. 2). Nor do 1 believe that our Josephas, 
who always insists on tlic peculiar sacredness of that inmost court, and of the holy 
house that was in it, would have omitted so material an aggravation of this bar- 
barous murder, as perpetrated in a place so very holy, had that been the true place 
ot it See Antiq. B. xi. ch. viL sect. 1. vol' i* and the note here on B. v. ch. i. 
sect. 2. 
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on other accounts, to try the judges, whether they would be 
mindful of what was just at their own peril. Now the 
seventy judges brought in their verdict, that the person ac- 
cused was not guilty, as choosing rather to die themselves 
with him than to have his death bud at their doors ; hereupon 
there arose a great clamour of the zealots upon his acquittal, 
and they all had indignation at the judges, for not understand- 
ing that the authority that was given them was but in jest So 
two of the boldest of them fell upon Zacharias in the middle 
of the temple, and slew him ; ana as he fell down dead, they 
bantered him and smd, ^^ Thou hast also our verdict, and this 
will prove a more sure acquittal to thee than the other.^ 
They also threw him down from the temple immediately into 
the valley beneath it. Moreover they struck the judges with 
the backs of their swords, by way of abuse, and thrust them 
out of the court of the temple, and spared their lives with no 
other design than that, when they were dispersed among tlie 
people in the city, they might become tlieir messengers, to 
let them know they were no better than slaves. 

5. But by this time the Idumeans repented of their coming,, 
and were displeased at what had been done ; and when they 
were assembled together by one of the zealots, who had come 
privately to them, he declared to tliein what a number of 
wicked pranks they had themselves done in conjunction with 
those that invited them, and gave a particular account of what 
mischiefs had been done against their metropolis. He said, 
that '^ They had taken arms as though the high-priests were 
betraying their metropolis to the Romans, but had found no 
indication of any such treachery ; but that they bad succoured 
those that liad pretended to believe such a thing while they 
did themselves the works of war and tyranny, after an inso- 
lent manner. It had been indeed their business to have 
hindered them from such their proceedings at the first, but 
seeing they had once been partners with them in shedding 
the blood of thrir own countrymen, it was high time to put 
a stop to such crimes, and not continue to afford any more 
assistance to such as are subverting the laws of their fore- 
fathers ; for that if any had taken it ill that the gates had been 
shut against them, and they had not been permitted to come 
into the city, yet that those who had excluded them have been 
punished, and Ananus is dead, and that almost all those 
people had been destroyed in one night's time : that one 
may perceive many of themselves now repenting for what 
they had done, and might see the horrid barbarity of those 
that had invited them, and that they had no regard to such as 
Iiad saved them : that they were so impudent as to jyerpetrale 
tlic vilcit things under the eyes of those that had supported 
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them ; and that their wicked actions would be laid to the 
charge of the Idumeans, and would be so liud to their charge 
till somebody obstructs their proceedings, or separates him- 
self from the same wicketl action : that they therefore ought 
to retire home, since the imputation of treason appears to be 
a calumny, and that there was no expectation of the coming 
of the Romans at this time, and that the government of the 
city was secured by such walls as cannot easily be thrown 
down : and by avoiaing any farther fellowship with these bad 
men, to make some excuse for themselves, as to what they 
had been so far deluded, as to have been partners with them 
hitherto.*" 
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How ths Zealots y wJien they were freed from the IdumeanSy 
slew a great many more of the Cithe?^. And how Vespa- 
slan dissuaded the Romans^ when they were very earnest to 
march against the Jews, from proceeding in the War at 
that time, 

§ 1. The Idumeans complied with these persuasions; and 
in the first place they set those that were m the prisons at 
liberty, being about two thousand of the populace, who 
thereupon fled away immediately to Simon, one whom we 
shall speak of presently. After which these Idumeans retired 
from Jerusalem, and went home, which departure of theirs 
was a great surprise to both parties; for the people not 
knowing of their repentance, pulled up their courage for a 
while, as eased of so many of their enemies, while the zealots 
grew more insolent, not as deserted by their confederates, 
but as freed from such men as might hinder their designs, and 
put some stop to their wickedness. Accordingly they made 
no longer any delay, nor took any deliberation in their enor- 
mous practices, but made use of the shortest methods for all 
their executions, and what they had once resolved upon, they 
put in practice sooner than any one could imagine. But 
their thirst was chiefly after the blood of valiant men, and 
men of good families ; the one sort of which they destroyed 
out of envy, the other out of fear; for they thought their 
whole security lay in leaving no potent men alive : on which 
account they slew- Gorion, a person eminent in dignity, and 
on account of his family also ; he was also for a democracy, 
and of as great boldness and freedom of spirit as were any of 
the Jews whosoever ; the principal thinff that ruined him, 
added to his other advantages, was his iree speaking. Nor 
^■Id Niger of Perea csciipe their li:uids: he had been a man 
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of great valour in their war with the Romans, but was now 
drawn through the middle of the city, and, as he went, he 
frequently cned out, and shewed the scars of his wounds ; 
and when he was drawn out of the gates and despaired of 
his preservation, he besought them to grant him a burial ; 
but as they had threatened him beforehand not to grant him 
any spot of earth for a grave, which he chiefly desired of 
them, so did they slay him [without permitting him to be 
buried]. Now when they were slaying him, he made this 
imprecation upon them, that they might undergo both famine 
and pestilence in this war, and besides all, that they might 
come to the mutual slaughter ef one another ; all which im- 
precations God confirmed against these impious men, and 
was what came most justly upon them, when not long after- 
ward they tasted of their own madness in their mutual 
seditions one against another. So when this Niger was 
killed, their fears of being overturned were diminished ; and 
indeed there was no part of the people but they found out 
some pretence to destroy them ; for some were therefore 
slain, because they had had differences with some of them .; 
and as to those who had not opposed them in times of peace, 
they watched seasonable opportunities to gain some accusa- 
tion against them ; and if any one did not come near them at 
all, he was under their suspicion as a proud man ; if any one 
came with boldness, he was esteemed a contemner of them ; 
and if any one came as aiming to oblige them, he was sup- 
posed to nave some treacherous plot against them ; while the 
only punishment of crimes, whether they were of the greatest 
or smallest sort, was death : nor could any one escape, un- 
less he were very inconsiderable, either on account of the 
meanness of his birth, or on account of his fortune. 

S. And now all the rest of the commanders of the Romans 
deemed this sedition among their enemies to be of great 
advantage to them, and were very earnest to march to the 
city, and they urged Vespasian, as their lord and general in 
all cases, to make haste, and said to him, that " The provi- 
dence of Grod is on our side, by setting our enemies at 
variance against one another; that still the change in such 
cases may DC sudden, and the Jews may quickly be at one 
again, either because they may be tired out with their civil 
miseries, or repent them of such doings." But Vespasian 
replied, that " They were greatly mistaken in what they 
thought fit to be done, as those that upon the theatre love to 
make a show of their hands and of their weapons, but do it 
to their own hazard, without considering what was for their 
advantage and for their security ; for that if they now go and 
attack the city immediately, they shall but occasion their 
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enemies to unite together, and shall convert their force, now 
it is in its height, against themselves ; but if they stay a 
while they sbaJl have fewer enemies, because they will be 
consumed in this sedition : that God acts as a general of the 
Romans better than he can do, and is giving the Jews up to 
them without any pains of their own, and granting their army 
a victory without any danger ; that therefore, it is their best 
way, while their enemies are destroying each other with their 
own hands, and falling into the greatest of misfortunes, which 
is that of sedition, to sit still as spectators of the dangers they 
run into, rather than to fight hand to hand with men that love 
murdering, and are mad one against another. But if any one 
imagines that the glory of victory, when it is gotten without 
fighting, will be more insipid, let him know this much, that 
a glorious success, quietly obtained, is more profitable than 
the dangers of a battle ; K)r we ought to esteem those that do 
what is agreeable to temperance and prudence no less glo- 
rious than those that have gained great reputation by their 
actions in war : that he shall lead on his army with greater 
force when their enemies are diminished, and his own army 
refreshed after the continual labours they had undergone. 
However, that this is not a proper time to propose to our. 
selves the glory of victory ; for that the Jews are not now 
employed in making of armour, or building of walls, nor 
indeed in getting together auxiliaries, while the advantage 
will be on their side who gave them such opportunity of 
delay ; but that the Jews are vexed to pieces every day by 
their civil wars and dissensions, and are under greater miseries 
than, if they were once taken, could be inflicted on them by 
us. Whether, therefore, any one hath regard to what is for 
our safety, he ought to suffer these Jews to destroy one 
another, or whether he hath regard to the greater glory of 
the action, we ought by no means to meddle with these men, 
now they are afllicted with a distemper at home ; for should 
we now conquer them, it would be said, the conquest was 
not owing to our bravery, but to their sedition.'* 

3. And now the commanders joined in their approbation 
of what Vespasian had said, and it was soon discovered how 
wise an opinion he had given. And indeed many there were 
of the Jews that deserted every day, and fled away from the 
zealots, although their flight was very difficult, since they had 
guarded every passage out of the city, and slew every one 
that was caught at them, as taking it for granted they were 
going over to the Romans ; yet did he who gave them money 
get dear off, while be only that gave them none was voted a 
traitor. So the upshot was this, that the rich purchased their 
flight by money, while none but the poor were slmn. Along 
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all the roads also vast numbers of dead bodies lay in heaps, 
and even many of those that were so zealous in deserting, at 
length chose rather to perish within the city ;. for the hopes 
of burial made death in their own city appear of the two less 
terrible to them. But these zealots came at last to that de- 
gree of barbarity as not to bestow a burial, either on those 
slain in the city or on those that lay along the roads ; but as 
if they had made an agreement to cancel both the laws of their 
country and the laws of nature, and at the same time that 
they defiled men with their wicked actions, they would pol* 
lute the Divinity itself also, they left the dead bodies to 
putrify under the sun : and the same punishment was allotted 
to such as buried any, as to t*hose that deserted, which was 
no other than death ; while he that granted the favour of a 
grave to another would presently stand in need of a grave 
himself. To say all in a word, no other gentle passion was 
so enUrely lost among them as mercy ; for what were the 
greatest objects of pity did most of all irritate these wretches, 
and they transferred their rage from the living to those who 
had been slain, and from the dead to the living. Nay, the 
ten'or was so very great, that he who survived called them 
that were first dead happy, as being at rest already ; as did 
those that were under torture in the prisons declare, that 
upon this comparison, those that lay unburied were the hap* 
piest These men, therefore, trampled upon all the laws of 
man, and laughed at the laws of God ; and for the oracles of ' 
the prophets, they ridiculed them as the tricks of jugglers v 
yet did these prophets foretell many things concerning [the 
rewards of] virtue, and [punishments of] vice, which, when 
these zealots violated, they occasioned the fulfilling of those 
very prophecies belonging to their own country ; for there 
was a certain ancient oracle of those men, that '' The city 
should then be taken,* and the sanctuary burnt, by right of 
war, when a sedition should invade the Jews, and their own 
hands should pollute the temple of God.^ Now while these 
zealots did not [quite] disbelieve these predicdons, they made 
themselves the instruments of their accomplishment. 

* This prediction, that <' The city [Jerusalem] should then be taken, and 
the sanctuary burnt, by right of var, when a sedition should invade the Jews, 
and their own hands should pollute that temple ;*' or as it is, B. vi. ch. ii. sect. 
1 . ** when any one should begin to sUy hu countrymen in the dty," is wanting 
in our present copies of the Old Testament See Kssay on the Old Test. p. 
104-112. But this prediction, as Josephus well remarks here, though with 
the other predictions of the prophets it was now laughed at by the seditious, was 
by their very means soon exactly fulfilled. However, I cannot but here take 
notice of Grotius*8 positive assertion upon Matt xxvi. 9, here quoted by Dr. 
Hudson, that '* It ought to be taken for granted, as a certain truth, that many 
predictions of the Jewish prophets were preserved, not in writing, but by memory.** 
Whereas it seems to me so far from certain, that I tliink it has no evidence nor 
probability at alL 
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CHAP. VII. 

How John tyrannized over the rest^ and what Mischiefs Hu 
Zealots did at Masada, How also Vespasian took Gadara, 
and what Actions were performed by Flacidus. 

§ 1. Br this time John was beginning to tyrannize, and 
thought it beneath him to accept of barely the same honours 
the others had ; and joining to himself by degrees a party 
of the wickedest of them all, he broke off from the rest of 
the faction. This was brought about by his still disagreeing 
with the opinions of others, and giving out injunctions of 
his own, in a very imperious manner, so that it was evident 
he was setting up a monarchical power. Now some submitted 
to him 'out oi their fear of him, and others out of their good 
will to him ; for he was a shrewd man to entice men to him, 
both by deluding them and putting cheats upon them. Nay, 
many there were that thought they should be safer themselves, 
if the causes of their past insolent actions should now be re-' 
duced to one head, and not to a great many. His activity 
was so great, and that both in action and in counsel, that he 
had not a few guards about hiiQ ; and yet there was a great 

farty of his antagonists that left him ; among whom envy at 
im weighed a great deal, while they thought it a very heavy 
thing to be in subjection to one that was formerly their equal. 
But the main reason that moved men against him was the 
dread of monarchy ; for they could not hope easily to put an 
end to his power, if he had once obtained it ; and yet they 
knew that ne would have this pretence always against them, 
that they had opposed him when he was first advanced ; 
while every one chose rather to suffer any thing whatsoever 
in war, than that when they had been in a voluntary slavery 
for some time, they should afterward perish. So the sedition 
was divided into two parts, and John reigned in opposition 
to his adversaries over one of them : but for their leaders, 
they watched one another, nor did they at all, or at least very 
littJe, meddle with arms in their quarrels ; but they fought 
earnestly against the people, and contended one with another 
which of them should bring home the greatest prey. But 
because the city had to struggle with three of the greatest 
misfortunes, war, and tyranny, and sedition, it appeared upcm 
the comparison, that the war was the least troublesome to 
the populace of them all. Accordingly they ran away from 
their own houses to foreigners, and obtained that preserva- 
tion from the Romans, which they despaired to obtain among 
their own people. 
S And now a fourth misfortune arose, in order to bring 
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our nation to destruction. There was a fortress of very great 
strength, not far from Jerusalem, which had been built by 
our ancient kings, both as a repository for their effects in the 
hazards of war, and for the preservation of their bodies at the 
same time. It was called Masada, Those that were called 
Sicarii had taken possession of it formerly, but at this time 
they overran tlie neighbouring countries, aiming only to pro- 
cure to themselves necessaries ; for the fear they were then 
in prevented their farther ravages. But when once they were 
informed that the Roman army lay still, and that the Jews 
were divided between sedition and tyranny, they boldly under- 
took greater matters : and at the feast of unleaveneu bread, 
which the Jews celebrate in memory of their deliverance from 
the Egyptain bondage, when they were sent back into the 
country of their forefathers, they came down by night, with- 
out being discovered by those that could have prevented them, 
and overran a. certain small city called Engaddi. In which 
expedition they prevented those citizens that could have 
stopped them, before they could arm themselves and fight 
them. They also dispersed them, and cast them out of the 
city : as for such as could not run away, being women and 
children, they slew of them above seven hundred. Afterward, 
when they had carried every thing out of their houses, and 
had seized upon all the fruits that were in a flourishing con- 
dition, they Drought them into Masada. And indeed these 
men laid all the villages that were about the fortress waste, 
and made the whole country desolate ; while there came to 
them every day, from all parts, not a few men, as corrupt as 
themselves. At that time all the other regions of Judea, that 
bad hitherto been at re>t, were in motion by means of the 
robbers. Now as it is in a human body, if the principal part 
be infiatned, all the members are subject to the same distem- 
per ; so, by means of the sedition and disorder that was in 
the metropolis, had the wicked men that were in the country 
opportunity to ravage the same. Accordingly, when every 
one of them had plundered their own villages, they then re- 
tired into the desert : yet were these men that now got toge- 
ther, and joined in the conspiracy by parties, too small for 
an army, and too many for a gang of thieves.; and thus did 
they fall upon the holy places* and the cities ; yet did it 

* By these l*^ti, or hUy placea, as disdnct from cities, must be meant pro- 
$eurh(ey or homes of prayer out of dties ; of which we Bnd mention made in 
the New 'Testament and other authors. See Luke vi. 12. AcUi xvi. 13, Hi. 
Antiq. B. xiv. chap. x. sect. 23, vol. it ; his I^ife, sect 54, vol. iii. In qvd 
te qiusrn proseuehd* Juvenal, Sat. iiL ver. 206. They were situated some- 
tiuies by the sidc« of rivers. Acts xvi. 13, or by the sea-side, Antiq. B. xiv. 
chap. X. sect. 23, vol. ii. So did the seventy-two interpreters go to prayer 
every morning by the sea-side, before they went to Uicir work. B. xiL 
chap. ii. sect 12, vol. ii. 
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now 90 happen that they were sometimes very ill treated by 
those upon whom they fell with such violence, and were taken 
by them as men are taken in war ; but still they prevented 
^ny farther punishment, as do robbers, who, as soon as their 
ravages [are discovered] run their way. Nor was there now 
any part of Judea that was not in a miserable condition, as 
well as its most eminent city also. 

3. These things were told Vespasian by deserters; for 
although the seditious watched all the passages out of the city, 
and destroyed all, whosoever they were, that came thither, 
yet were there some that had concealed themselves, and when 
they had fled to the Romans, persuaded their general to come 
to tne city^s assistance, and save the remainder of the people ; 
informing him withal, that it was upon account of the peo- 
ple's good will to the Romans that many of them were al- 
ready slain, and the survivors in danger of the same treaU 
ment. Vespasian did indeed already pity the calamities these 
men were m, and arose in appearance as though he was 
going to besiege Jerusalem, but in reality to deliver them 
from a [worse] siege they were already under. However, he 
was obliged first to overthrow what remained elsewhere, and 
to leave nothing out of Jerusalem behind him that might 
interrupt him in that siege. Accordingly he marched against 
Gadara, the metropolis of Ferea, which was a place of 
strength, and entered that city on the fourth day of the month 
Dystrus [ Adar] ; for the men of power had sent an embas- 
sage to him, without the knowledge of the seditious, to treat 
about a surrender ; which they did out of the desire they had 
of peace, and for saving their effects, because many of the 
citizens of Gadara were rich men. This embassy the oppo- 
site party knew nothing of, but discovered it as Vespasian 
was approaching near the city. However, they despaired of 
keeping possession of the city, as being inferior in number to 
their enemies that were within the city, and seeing the Romans 
very near to the city ; so they resolved to fly, but thought it 
dishonourable to do it without shedding some blood, and re- 
venging themselves on the authors of this surrender ; so they 
seized upon Dolesus (a person not only the first in rank and 
family in that city, but one that seemed the occasion of send- 
ing such an embassy) and slew him, and treated his dead body 
after a barbarous manner, so very violent was their anger at 
him, and then ran out of the city. And as now the Roman 
army was just upon them, the people of Gadara admitted 
Vespasian with joyful acclamations, and received from him 
the security of his right hand, as also a garrison of horsemen 
and footmen, to guard them against the excursions of the run- 
agates ; for as to their wall, they had pulled it down before 
the Bomans desired them so to do, that they might thereby 
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give Uiem assurance that they were lovers of peaoe, and that 
if they had a mind, they could not now make war against 

them. 

4. And now Vespasian sent Placidus against those that had 
fled from Gadara, with five hundred horsemen and three 
thousand footmen, while he returned himself to Cspsarea 
with the rest of the army. But as soon as these fugitives saw 
the horsemen that pursued them just upon their backs, and 
before they came to a close fight, they ran together to a cer- 
tain village, which was called Bethennabris ; where, finding 
a great multitude of young men, and arming them, partly l^ 
their own consent, partly oy force, they rashly and suddenly 
assaulted Placidus and the troops that were with him. These 
horsemen at the first onset gave way a little, as contriving to 
entice them farther off the wall ; and when they had drawn 
them into a place fit for their purpose, they made their horse 
encompass them round, and threw their darts at them.' So 
the horsemen cut off the flight of the fugitives, while the 
foot terribly destroyed those that fought against them ; for 
those Jews did no more than shew their courage, and then 
were destroyed ; for as they fell upon the Romans, when 
they were joined close togetner, and as it were walled about 
with their entire armour, they were not able to find any place 
where the darts could enter ; nor were they any way able to 
break their ranks, while they were themselves run through 
by the Roman darts, and like the wildest of wild beasts, rushed 
upon the points of the others' swords ; so some of them were 
destroyed, as cut with their enemies' swords upon their faces, 
and others were dispersed by the horsemen. 

6. Now Placidus's concern was to exclude them in their 
flight from getting into the village ; and causing his horse to 
march continually on that side of them, he then turned short 
upon them, and at the same time his men made use of their 
darts, and easily took their aim at those that were the nearest 
to them, as they made those that were farther off turn back 
by the terror they were in, till at last the most courageous of 
them brake through those horsemen, and fled to the wall of 
the village. And now those that guarded the wall were in 
great doubt what to do ; for they could not bear the thoughts 
of excluding those that came from Gadara, because of their 
own people that were among them ; and yet if they should 
admit them, they expected to perish with them, which came 
to pass accordingly ; for as they were crowding together at 
the wall, the Roman horsemen were just ready to fall in with 
them. However, the guards prevented them, and shut the 
gates, when Placidus made an assault upon them, and fight- 
ing courageously till it was dark, he got possession of the wall, 

VOL. IV. ' H ' 
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and of the people that were in the city, when the useless mul- 
titude were destroyed ; but those that were more potent ran 
away, and the solcliers plundered the houses, and set the vil- 
lage on fire. As for those that ran out of the village, they 
stirred up such as were in the country, and exaggerating their 
own calamities, and telling them that the whole army of the 
Romans were upon them^ they put them into great fear on 
every side : so they got in great numbers together, and fled 
to Jericho, for they knew no other place that could afford 
them any hope of escaping, it being a city that had a strong 
wall, and a great multitude of inhabitants. But Placidus, re- 
lying much upon his horsemen, and his former good success, 
&Ilowed them, and slew all that he overtook, as far as Jor- 
dan; and when he had driven the whole multitude to the 
river side, where they were stopped by the current (for it 
had been augmented lately by rains, and was not fordablc), 
he put his soldiers in array over against them ; so the neces- 
sity the others were in provoked them to hazard a battle, be- 
cause there was no place whither they could flee. They then 
extended themselves a very great way along the banks of the 
river, and sustained the darts that were thrown at them, tLS 
well as the attacks of the horsemen, who beat many of them, 
and pushed them into the current. At which fight, hand to 
hand, fifteen thousand of them were slain, while the number, 
of those that were unwillingly forced to leap into Jordan, was 
prodigious. There were besides two thousand and two hun- 
dred taken prisoners. A mighty prey was taken also, con- 
sisting of asses, and sheep, and camels, and oxen. 

6. Now this destruction that fell upon the Jews, as it was 
not inferior to any of the rest in itself, so did it still appear 
greater than it really was ; and this because not only the 
whole country through which they fled was filled with slaugh- 
ter, and Jordan could not be passed over by reason of tiic 
dead bodies that were in it, but because the Lake Asphaltitis 
was also full of dead bodies that were carried down into it 
by the river. And now Placidus, after this good success that 
he had had, fell violently upon the neighbouring smaller cities 
and villages ; when he took Abila, ana Julias, and Bczemoth, 
SLUil all those that lay as far as the Lake Asphaltitis, and put 
su<h of the deserters into each of them as he thought proper. 
He then put his soldiers on board the ships, and slew such 
as had fled to the lake, insomuch tb.it all Pcrca had cither 
surrendered themselves, or were taken by the Romans, as far 
as Macherus. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Haw Vespasian^ upaii hearing of some Commotions in GoB,* 
made haste to Jinish the Jewish War, A Description of 
Jerichoj and of the Great plain ; with an Account besides 
of the LaJce Asphaltitis, 

§ 1. In the meantime an account came that there were com- 
motions in Gall, and that Vindex, together with the men of 
power in that country, had revolted from Nero ; which affair 
IS more accurately described elsewhere. This report, thus 
related to Vespasian, excited him to go on briskly with the 
war ; for he foresaw already the civil wars which were com- 
ing upon them, nay that the very government was in danger, 
and he thought, if he could first reduce the eastern parts of 
the empire to peace, he should make the fears for Italy the 
lighter. While, therefore, the winter was his hinderance 
[^om going into the fieldj he put garrisons into the villages 
and smaller cities for their security ; he put decurions also 
into the villages, and centurions imto the cities; he besides 
this rebuilt many of the cities that had been laid waste ; but 
at the beginning of the spring, he took the greatest part of his 
army, and led it from Caesarea to Antipatris, where he spent 
two days in settling the affairs of that city, and then, on the 
third day, he marched on, laying waste and burning all the 
neighbouring villages. And when he had laid waste all die 
places about the toparchy of Thamnas, he passed on to Lydda 
and Jamnia; and when both those cities had come over to 
him, he placed a great many of those that had come over to 
him [from other places] as inhabitants therein, and then 
came to Emmaus, where he seized upon the passages which 
led thence to their metropolis, and fortified nis camp, and 
leaving the fifth legion therein, he came to the toparchy of 
Bethletephon. He then destroyed that place and the neigh- 
bouring places by fire, and fortified at proper places the strong 
holds all about Idumea ; and when he had seized upon two 
villages, which were in the very midst of Idumea, Betaris, and 
Capartobas, he slew above ten thousand of the people, and 
carried into captivity above a thousand, and drove away the 
rest of the multitude, and placed no small part of his own 
forces in them, who overran and laid waste the whole moun- 
tainous country; while he, with the rest of his forces, returned 
to Emmaus, whence he came down through the country of 
Samaria, and hard by the city, by others called Neapclis (or 
Sichem), but by the people of that country Mabortha, to 

* Clr. G Alalia, and so every where 

h2 
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Corea, where he pitched his camp on the second day of the 
month Desius [Sivan] ; and on the day following, he came 
to Jericho, on which day Trajan, one of his commanders, 
joined him with the forces he brought out of Perea; all the 
places beyond Jordan bein^ subdued already. 

S. Hereupon a great m latitude preventea their approach, 
and came out of Jericho, and fled to those mountainous parts 
that lay over against Jerusalem, while that part which was 
left behind was in great measure destroyed ; they also found 
the city desolate. It is situated in a plain, but a naked and 
barren mountain of a very great length hangs over it, which 
extends itself to the land about Scythopolis northward, but 
as far as the country of Sodom, and the utmost limits of the 
Lake Asphaltitis southward. This mountain is all of it very 
uneven, and uninhabited by reason of its barrenness : there 
19 an opposite mountmn that is situated over against it on the 
other side of Jordan ; this last begins at Julias and the nor- 
thern quarters, and extends itself southward as far as Somor- 
rhon,* which is the bounds of Petra in Arabia. In this ridge 
of mountains there is one called the Iron Mountain ^ that runs 
in length as far as Moab. Now the region that lies in the 
middle between these ridges of mountains, is called the Great 
plain ; it reaches from tne village Ginnabris, as far as the 
Lake Asphaltitis ; its length is two hundred and thirty fur- 
longs, and its breadth a hundred and twenty, and it is divided 
in the midst by Jordan. It hath two lakes in it, that of As- 
phaltitis, and that of Tiberias, wliose natures are opposite to 
each other ; for the former is salt and unfruitful, but that of 
Tiberias is sweet and fruitful. This plain is much burnt up 
in summer time, and by reason of the extraordinary heat, con- 
tains a very unwholesome air ; it is all destitute of water, ex- 
cepting the river Jordan, which water of Jordan is the occa- 
aon why those plantations of palm-trees that are near its 
banks are more flourishing and much more fruitful, as are 
those that are remote from it not so flourishing or fruitful. 

3. Notwithstanding which, there is a fountain by Jericho 
that runs plentifully, and is very fit for watering the ground ; 
it arises near the old city which Joshua the son of Nun, the 

Eneral of the Hebrews, took the first of all the cities of the 
ad of Canaan, by right of war. The report is, that this 
fountain, at the beginning, caused not only the blasting of the 
earth and the trees, but of the children born of women, and 

* Whether this SomorrhoD, or Somorrha, ought not to he here written Go* 
morrha, as some MSS. in a manner have it (for the place meant by Josephua 
seems to be near Segor or Zoar, at the very sonth of the Desd Sea, hard by which 
stood Sodom and Gomorrha), cannot now be certainly determined, but seems by 
DO means improbable. 
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that it was entirely of a sickly and corruptive nature to all 
things whatsoever, but that it was made gentle, and very 
wholesoine and fruitful by the prophet Elisha. This pro- 
phet was familiar with Elijah, and was his successor, who, 
when he once was the guest of the people at Jericho, and the 
men of the place had treated him very kindly, he both made 
them amends, as well as the country, by a lasting favour ; 
for he went out of the city to this fountain, and threw into 
the current an earthen vessel full of salt ; after which he 
stretched out his righteous hand unto heaven, and pouring 
out a mild drink-onering, he made this supplication,* That 
** the current might be mollified, and that the veins of fresh 
water might be opened : that God also would bring into 
the place a more temperate and fertile air for the current, 
and would bestow upon the people of that country plenty 
of the fruits of the earth, and a succession of children ; and 
that this prolific water might never fail them, while they con- 
tinued to be righteous.'" To these prayers Elisha joined 
proper operations of his hands, after a skilful manner, and 
changed the fountain ; and that water which had been the 
occasion of barrenness and famine before, from that time 
did supply a numerous posterity, and afford great abundance 
to the country. Accordingly the power of it is so great in 
watering the ground, that if it do but once touch a country, 
it afforos a sweeter nourishment than other waters do when 
they lie so long upon them, till they are satiated with them. 
For which reason the advantage gained from other waters 
when they flow in great plenty is but small, while that of this 
water is great, when it flows even -in little quantities. Accord- 
ingly it waters a larger space of ground than any other waters 
do, and passes along a plain of seventy furlongs long, and 
twenty broad ; wherein it affords nourishment to those most 
excellent gardens that are thick set with trees. There are in 
it many sorts of palm-trees that are watered by it, different 
from each other in taste and name ; the better sort of them, 
when they are pressed, yield an excellent kind of honey, not 
much inwior m sweetness to other honey. This country 
withal produces honey from bees ; it also bears that balsam 
which is the most precious of all the fruits in that place, 
cypress-trees also, and those that bear myrobalanum ; §o that 
he who should pronounce this place to be divine, would not 
be mistaken, wherein is such plenty of trees produced as are 
very rare, and of the most excellent sort. And indeed, if 
we speak of those other fruits, it will not be easy to light on 
any climate in the habitable earth that can well be compared 

* This excellent prajer of Elisha is wanting in our copies, 2 Kings ii* 21, 
22, though it be referred to also in the Apostolical ConstitutloDf, B. viu ch. 
xxzvii. and the success of it is mentioned in them all. 
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to it, what is here sowed comes up in such clusters ; the cause 
of which seems to me to be the warmth of the air and the 
fertiUty of the waters ; the warmth calling forth the sprouts 
and making them spread, and the moisture making every one 
of them take root firmly, and supplying that virtue which it 
stands in need of in summer-time. Now tliis country is then 
so sadly burnt up that nobody cares to come at it ; and if the 
water oe drawn up before sun-rising, and after that exposed 
to the air, it becomes exceeding cold, and becomes of a na- 
ture quite contrary to the ambient air ; as in winter again, it 
becomes warm ; and if you go into it, it appears very gentle. 
The ambient ^r is here also of so good a temperature that 
the people of the country are clothed in linen only, even 
when snow covers the rest of Judea. This place is one hun- 
dred and fifty furlongs from Jerusalem, and sixty from Jor- 
dan. The country, as far as Jerusalem, is desert and stony ; 
but that as far as Jordan and the Lake Asphaltitis lies lower 
indeed, though it be equally desert and barren. But so 
much shall suffice to have said about Jericho, and of the 
great happiness of its situation. 

4. The nature of the Lake Asphaltitis is also worth de- 
scribing. It is« as I have said already, bitter and unfruitful. 
It is so light [or thick] that it bears up the heaviest things 
that are thrown into it ; nor is it easy for any one to make 
things sink therein to the bottom, if he had a mind so to do. 
Accordingly, when Vespasian went to see it, he commanded 
that some, who could not swim, should have their hands tied 
behind them and be thrown into the deep, when it so happened 
that they all swam, as if a wind had forced them upwards. 
Moreover, the change of the colour of this lake is wonderful, 
for it changes its appearance thrice every day ; and as the 
rays of the sun fall oifFerently upon it, the liglit is variously 
reflected. However, it casts up black clods of bitumen in 
many parts of it ; these swim at the top of the water, and re- 
semble both in shape and bigness headless bulls; and when 
the labourers that belong to the lake come to it, and catch 
hold of it, as it hangs together, they draw it into their ships ; 
but when the ship is fuO, it is not easy to cut ofi^ the rest, 
for it is so tenacious as to make the ship hang upon its clods, 
till they set it loose with the menstrual blood of women and 
with urine, to which alone it yields. This bitumen is not 
only useful for the caulking of ships, but for the cure of 
men^s bodies ; accordingly it is mixed in a great many medi- 
cines. The length of this lake is five hundred and eighty 
furlongs, where it is extended as far as Zoar in Arabia, and 
its breadth is an hundred and fifty. The country of Sodom* 

' 5f9 (benote cm B. v* du xiii* wX^ % ^oL It. 
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borders upon it. It was of old a most happy land, both for 
the fruits It bore and the riches of its cities, although it be 
now all burnt up. It is related how, for the impiety of its in- 
habitants, it was burnt by lightning ; in consequence of which 
there are still the- remainders of that divine fire, and the 
traces [or shadows] of the five cities are still to be seen, as 
well as the ashes growing in their fruits ; which fruits have a 
colour as if they were fit to be eaten ; but if you pluck them 
with your hands, they dissolve into smoke and ashes. And 
thus what is related of this land of Sodom hath these marks 
of credibility, which our very sight affords us. 
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CHAP. IX. 



That Vespasian^ qfler lie had taken Gadara, made Prepara^ 
tlaiifor the Siege of Jerusalem. BtU that^ upon his hear^ 
rng of the Death ofNerOy he changed his intentions. As 
also concerning Simon of Gerasa* 

§ 1. And now Vespasian had fortified all the places round 
about Jerusalem, and erected citadels at Jericho and Adida^ 
and placed garrisons in them both, partly out of his own 
liomans, and partly out of the body of his auxiliaries. He 
also sent Lucius Annius to Gera^, and delivered to him a 
body of horsemen and a considerable number of footmen. 
So when he had taken the city, which he did at the first 
onset, he slew a thousand of those young men, who had not 
prevented him by flying away ; but he took their families 
captive, and permitted his soldiers to plunder them of their 
effects ; after which he set fire to their houses, and went away 
to the adjoining villages, while the men of power fled away, 
and the weaker part were destroyed, and what was remaining 
was all burned down. And now the war having gone through 
all the mountainous country, and all the plain country also, 
those that were at Jerusalem were deprived of the liberty of 
going out of the city ; for as to such as had a mind to desert, 
they were watched by the zealots ; and as to such as were not 
yet on the side of the Romans, their army kept them in, by 
encompassing the city round about on all sides. 

2. Now as Vespasian was returned to Ca^sarea, and was 
getting ready with all his army to march directly to Jerusalem, 
he was informed that Nero was dead, after he had reigned 
thirteen years and eight days ; but as to any narration, after 
what manner he abused his power in the government, and 
committed the management of affairs to those vile wretches, 
Nymphidius and Tigellinus, his unworthy frccdmen ; and 
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how he had a plot laid against him by them, and was deserted 
by all his guards, and ran away with four of his most trusty 
freedmen, and slew himself in the suburbs of Rome ; and 
how those that occasioned his death were, in no long time, 
brought themselves to punishment ; how also the war m Gall 
ended ; and how Galba* was made emperor, and returned 
out of Spain to Rome ; and how he was accused by the sol- 
diers as a pusillanimous person, and slain by treachery in the 
middle of the market-place at Rome, and Otho was made 
emperor; with his expedition against the commanders of 
Yitellius, and his destruction thereupon ; and besides, what 
troubles there were under Vitellius, and the fight that was 
about the capitol ; as also how Antonius Primus and Muci- 
anus slew Vitellius and his German legions, and thereby put 
an end to that civil war, — I have omitted to give an exact ac- 
count of them, because they are well known by all, and they 
are described by a great number of Greek and Roman au- 
thors ; yet, for the sake of the connection of matters, and that 
my history may not be incoherent, I have just touched upon 
every thing briefly. Wherefore Vespasian put off at first his 
expedition against Jerusalem, and stood waiting whither the 
empire would be transferred after the death of Nero. More* 
over, when he heard that Galba was made emperor, he at^ 
tempted nothing, till he also should send him some directions 
about the war ; however, he sent his son Titus to him, to 
salute him, and to receive his commands about the Jews. 
Upon the very same errand did king Agrippa sail along with 
Titus to Galba ; but as they were sailing in their long ships 
by the coasts of Achaia, for it was winter-time, they heard 
tnat Galba was slain before they could get to him, after he 
had reigrned seven months and as many days. After whom 
Otho took the government, and undertook the management of 
public affairs. @o Agrippa resolved to go on to Rome, with- 
out any terror on account of the change in the government ; 
but Titus, by a divine impulse, sailed back from Greece to 
Syria, and came ini great haste to Ctesarea to his father. And 
now they were both in suspense about the public affairs, the 
Roman empire being then in a fluctuating condition, and did 
not go on with their expedition against the Jews, but thought 
that to make any attack upon foreigners was now unseason- 
able, on account of the solicitude they were in for their own 
country, 

* Of these Jiom&n iifikin and tnmultB under Gidba, Otho, and ViteUiut, 

htra onlj toadied upon bj Joiephut, lee Tadtus, Soetonios, and Dio more 

largely. However, we may observe widi Ottiui» that Joiephas writes the name 

of the seoond of them not Otto, with many otben ; bnt Otho, with the cpins. 

Bep 9J90 fi»e Bate 00 di. xi. sect. 4, 
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3. And now there arose another war at Jerusalem. There 
was a son of Giora, one Simon, by birth of Gerasa, a young 
man, not so cunning, indeed, as John [of Gischalaj who had 
already seized upon the city, but superior in strengtn of body 
and courage ; on which account, when he had been driven 
away from that Acrabattene toparchy, which he once had, 
by Ananus the high-priest, he came to those robbers who 
had seized upon Masada. At the first they suspected him, 
and only permitted him to come, with the women he brought 
with him, into the lower part of the fortress, while they dwelt 
in the upper part of it themselves. However, his manners so 
well agreed with theirs, and he seemed so trusty a man, that 
he went out with them, and ravaged and destroyed the coun- 
try with them about Masada : yet when he persuaded them 
to undertake greater things, he could not prevail with them 
so to do; for as they were accustomed to dwell in that citadel, 
they were afraid offing far from that which was their hiding 
place ; but he affectmg to tyrannize, and being fond of great- 
ness, when he had heard of the death of Ananus, he left them 
and went into the mountainous part of the country. So he 
proclaimed liberty to those in slavery, and a reward to those 
already free ; and got together a set of wicked meii from all 
quarters. 

4. And as he had now a strong body of men about him, he 
overran the villages that lay in the mountainous country, 
and when there were still more and more that came to him, 
he ventured to go down into the lower parts of the country, 
and since he was now become formidable to the cities, many 
of the men of power were corrupted by him ; so tliat his 
army was no longer composed of slaves and robbers, but a 
great many of the populace were obedient to him as to their 
king. He then overran the Acrabattene toparchy, and the 
places that reached as far as the great Idu^lea ; for he built 
a wall at a certain village called Nain, and made use of that 
as a fortress for his own party^s security ; and at the valley 
called Pharanhe enlarged many of the caves, and many 
others he found ready for his purpose ; these he made use of 
as repositories for his treasures and receptacles for his prey, 
and therein he laid up the fruits that he had got by rapine ; 
and many of his partisans had their dwelling in them ; and he 
made no secret of it that he was exercising his men before- 
hand, and making preparations for the assault of Jerusalem. 

5. Whereupon the zealots, out of the dread they were in 
of his attacking them, and being willing to prevent one that 
was growing up to oppose them, went out against him with 
their weapons. Simon met them, and joinmg battle with 
them, slew a considerable number of them, and drove the rest 
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before him into the city, but durst not trust so much upon his 
forces as to make an assault upon the walls ; but he resolved 
first to subdue Idumea, and, as he had now twenty thousand 
armed men, he marched to the borders of their country. 
Hereupon the rulers of the Idumeans got together on the 
sudden the most warlike part of their people, about twenty- 
five thousand in number, and permitted the rest to be a guard 
to their own country, by reasoh of the incursions that were 
made by the Siclirii that were at Masada. Thus they received 
Simon at their borders, where they fought him, and conti- 
nued the battle all that day, and the dispute lay whether they 
had conquered him, or been conquered by him. So he went 
back to Nmn, as did the Idumeans return home. Nor was 
it long ere Simon came violently again upon their country ; 
when he pitched his camp at a certain village called Thecoe, 
and sent Eleazar, one of his companions, to those that kept 
garrison at Herodium, and in order to persuade them to sur- 
render that fortress to him. The garrison received this man 
readily, while they knew nothing of what he came about ; 
but as soon as he talked of the surrender of the place, they 
fell upon him with their drawn swords, till he found that he 
had no place for flight, when he threw himself down from the 
wall into the valley beneath ; so he died immediately : but 
the Idumeans, who were already much afraid of Simon''s 
power, thought fit to take a view of the enemy^s army before 
they hazarded a battle with them. 

6. Now there was one of their commanders named Jacobs 
who offered to serve them readily upon that occasion, but 
had it in his mind to betray them. He went therefore from 
the village Alurus, wherein the army of the Idumeans were 
gotten together, and came to Simon ; and at the very first he 
agreed to l>etray his country to him, and took assurances upon 
oath from him that he sliould always have him in esteem, and 
then promised him that he would assist him in subduing all 
Idumea under him ; upon which account he was feasted after 
an obliging manner by Simon, and elevated by his mighty 
promises. And when be was returned to his own men, he at 
first belied the army of Simon, and said it was manifold more 
in number than what it was ; after which he dexterously per- 
suaded the commanders, and by degrees the whole multitude, 
to receive Simon, and to surrender the whole government up 
to him without fighting. And as he was doin^ this, he in- 
vited Simon by his messengers, and promised him to disperse 
the Idumeans, which he performed also ; for as soon as their 
army was nigh them, he first of all got upon his horse, and 
fled, together with those whom he had corrupted : hereupon 
a terror fell upon the whole multitude, and before it came to 



CHAP. IX. THE JEWISH WAR. 107 

a close fight, they broke their ranks, and every one retired 
to his own home. 

7. Thus did Simon unexpectedly march into Idumea with- 
out bloodshed, and made a sudden attack upon the city He- 
bron, and took it ; wherein he got possession of a great deal 
of prey, and plundered it of a vast quantity of fruit Now 
the people of the country say that it is an ancienter city not 
only than any in that country, but than Memphis in Egypt, 
and accordingly its age is reckoned at two thousand and three 
hundred years. They also relate that it had been the habi- 
tation of Abram, the progenitor of the Jews, after he had re- 
moved out of Mesopotamia ; and they say that his posterity 
descended from thence into Egypt, wnose monuments are to 
this very time shewed in that small city ; the fabric of which 
monuments are of the most excellent marble, and wrought 
after the most elegant manner. There is also there shewed, 
at the distance of six furlongs from the city, a very large tur- 
pentine tree ; * and the report goes that this tree has con- 
tinued ever since the creation of the world. Thence did Si- 
mon make his progress over all Idumea, and did not only ra- 
vage the cities and villages, but laid waste the whole country ; 
for, besides those that were completely armed, he had forty 
thousand men that followed him, insomuch that he had not 
provisions enough to suffice such a multitude. Now, besides 
this want of provisions that he was in, he was of a barbarous 
disposition, and bore great anger at this nation, by which 
means it came to pass, that Idumea was greatly depopulated ; 
and as one may see all the woods behind despoiled of their 
leaves by locusts, after they have been there, so was there 
nothing left behind Simon^s army but a desert. Some places 
they burned down, some they utterly demolished, and what- 
soever grew in the country, they either trod it down or fed 
upon it ; and by their marches they made the ground that 
was cultivated harder and more untractable than that which 
was barren. In short, there was no sign remaining of those 
places that had been laid waste, that ever they had had a 
being. 

8. This success of Simon excited the zealots afresh ; and 
though they were afraid to fight him openly in a fair battle, 
yet did they lay ambushes in the passes, and seized upon his 
wife, with a considerable number of her attendants ; where- 
upon they came back to the city rejoicing, as if they had taken 
Simon himself captive, and were in present expectation that 

* Some of the ancients coll this famous tree, or grove, an oak^ others a f«r. 
pentiru- tree, or grove. It has been very famous in all post ages, and is so, I 
Mippose, at this day, and that particularly for on eminent mart or meeting of 
merchants there every year, as the tiavellert inform us. 
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he would lay down his arms, and make supplication to them 
for his wife ; but instead of indulging any merciful affection, 
he grew very angry at them for seizmg his beloved wife : so 
he came to the wall of Jerusalem, and, like wild beasts when 
they are wounded, and cannot overtake those that wounded 
them, he vented his spleen upon all persons that he met with. 
Accordingly he caught all those that were come out of the 
dty-gates, either to gather herbs or sticks, who were unarmed 
and m years ; he then tormented them and destroyed them, 
out of the immense rage lie was in, and was almost ready to 
taste the very flesh of their dead bodies. He also cut ofi the 
hands of a great many, and sent them into the city to astonish 
his enemies, and in order to make the people fedl into a sedi- 
tion, and desert those that had been the authors of his wife^s 
seizure. He also enjoined them to tell the people, that 
Simon swore by the Grod of the universe, who sees all things, 
tliat unless they will restore him his wife, he will break down 
their wall and inflict the like punishment upon all the citi- 
zens, without sparing any age, and without making any dis- 
tinction between the guilty and the innocent. These threat- 
enings so greatly affrightea not the people only, but the zea- 
lots themselves also, that they sent his wife back to him, 
when he became a little milder, and left off his perpetual 
bloodshedding. 

9. But now sedition and civil war prevailed, not only over 
Judea, but in Italy also ; for now Galba was slain m the 
midst of the Roman market-place; then was Otho made 
emperor, and fought against Vitellius, who set up for em- 
peror also, for the legions in Germany had chosen him. But 
when he gave battle to Valens and Cecinna, who were Vite)- 
lius's generals, at Betriacum in Gall, Otho gained the advan- 
tage on the first day, but on the second day Vitellius'^s sol- 
diers had the victory ; and, after much slaughter, Otho slew 
himself, when he had heard of this defeat at Brixa, and afler 
he had managed the public affairs three months and two 
days. * Otho^s army also came over to Vitellius^s generals, 
and he came himself down to Rome with his army. But 
in the meantime Vespasian removed from Ciesarea, on the 
fifth day of the month Desius [Sivan] and marched against 
those places of Judea which were not yet overthrown. So he 
went up to the mountainous country, and took those two 
toparchies that were called the GophniticJc and Acrabattcne 
toparchies. After which he took Bethel and Ephraim, two 
small cities, and when he had put garrisons into them, he 

" Suetomui differs hardly three days from Josephus* and says Otho perished 
on the Obtih day of his reign. In Othon. See the note on ch. xi. sect. 4. 
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rode as fiur as Jerusalem, id which inarch he took many pri- 
soners and many captives ; but Cerealis, one of his com« 
manders, took a body of horsemen and footmen, and laid 
waste that part of Idumea which was called the Upper Idu^ 
meOy and attacked Caphethra, which pretended to be a small 
city, and took it at the first onset, and burnt it down. He 
also attacked Capbarabim, and laid siege to it, for it had a 
very strong wall ; and when he expected to spend a long 
time in that siege, those that were within opened their gatea 
on the sudden, and came to beg pardon, and surrendered 
themselves up to him. When Cerealis had conquered them, 
he went to Hebron, another very ancient city. I have told 
you already, that this city is situated in a mountainous coun« 
try, not far ofip Jerusalem ; and when he had broken into tlie 
city by force, what multitude and young men were left therein 
he slew, and burnt down the city ; so that as now all the 
places were taken excejiting Herodium, and Masada, and 
Macherus, which were in the possession of the robbers, so 
Jerusalem was what the Romans at present aimed at. 

10. And now, as soon as Simon had set his wife free, and 
recovered her from the zealots, he returned back to the re* 
mainders of Idumea, and driving the nation all before him ; 
from all quarters, he compelled a great number of them to 
retire to Jerusalem ; he followed them himself also to the 
city, and encompassed the wall all round again ; and when he 
hghted upon any labourers that were coming thither out of 
the country, he slew them. Now this Simon, who was with- 
out the wall, was a greater terror to the people than the Ro. 
mans themselves, as were the zealots who were within it more 
heavy upon them than both of the other; and during this 
time did the mischievous contrivances and courage [of John} 
corrupt the body of the Galileans ; for these Galileans had 
advanced this John, and made him very potent, who made 
them a suitable requital, from the authority he had obtained 
by their means ; for h? permitted them to do all things that 
any of them desired to do, while their inclination to plunder 
was insatiable, as was their zeal in searching the houses of 
the rich ; and for the murdering of the men, and abusing of 
the women, it was sport to them. They also devoured what 

rils they had taken, together with their blood, and indulged 
tnselves in feminine wantonness, without any disturbance, 
till they were satiated therewith; while they decked their 
hair, and put on women's garments, and were besmeared over 
with ointments ; and that they might appear very comely, 
they had paints under their eyes, and imitated not only the 
ornaments, but also the lusts of women, and were guilty of 
such intolerable uncleanncss that thev invented unlawful 
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pleasures of that sort : and thus did they roll themselves up 
and down the city, as in a brothel-house, and defiled it en- 
tirely with their impure actions ; nay, while their faces looked 
like the faces of women, they killed with their right hands ; 
and when their gait was effeminate, they presenter attacked 
men, and became warriors, and drew their swords nrom under 
their finely-dyed cloaks, and ran every body through whom 
they lighted upon. However, Simon waited for such as ran 
away from John, and was the more bloody of the two ; and 
he who had escaped the tyrant within the wall was destroyed 
by the other that lay before the gates ; so that all attempts of 
flying and deserting to the Romans were cut off, as to those 
that had a mind so to do. 

11. Yet did the army that was under John raise a sedition 
against him, and all the Idumeans separated themselves from 
the tjrrant, and attempted to destroy him ; and this out of their 
envy at his power, and hatred of bis cruelty : so they got to- 
gether, and slew many of the zealots, and drove the rest be- 
fore them into that royal palace that was built by Grapte, 
who was a relation of Izates, the king of Adiabene. The Idu- 
means fell in with them, and drove the zealots out thence 
into the temple, and betook themselves to plunder John''s 
effects ; for both he himself was in that palace, and therein 
had he laid up the spoils he had acquired oy his tjrranny. In 
the meantime, the multitude of those zealots that were dis- 
persed over the city, ran together to the temple, unto those 
that had fled thither ; and John prepared to bring them do\m 
against the people and the Idumeans, who were not so much 
atraid of being attacked by them, because they were them- 
selves better soldiers than tney, as at their madness, lest they 
should privately sally out of the temple, and get among them, 
and not only destroy them, but set the city on fire also. So 
they assembled themselves together,' and the high-priests with 
them, and took counsel after what manner they should avoid 
their assault. Now it was God who turned their opinions to 
the worst advice, and thence they devised such a remedy to 
get themselves free as was worse than the disease itself. Ac- 
cordingly, in order to overthrow John, they determined to 
admit Simon, and earnestly to desire the introduction of a 
second tyrant into the city ; which resolution they brought to 
perfection, and sent Matthias the high -priest to beseech this 
Simon to come into them, of whom they had so often been 
afraid. Those also that had fled from the zealots in Jerusa- 
lem joined in this request to him, out of the desire tliey had 
of preserving their houses and their effects. Accordingly he 
in an arrogant manner granted them his lordly protection, 
and came into the city in order to deliver it from the zealots. 
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The people also made joyful acclamations to him, as their 
saviour and their preserver ; but when he was come in with 
his army, he took care to secure his own authority, and looked 
upon those that had invited him to be no less his enemies 
than those against whom the invitation was intended. 

12. And thus did Simon get possession of Jerusalem in 
the third year of the war, in the month Xanthicus [Nisan] ; 
whereupon John, with his multitude of zealots, as being both 
prohibited from coming out of the temple, and having lost 
their power in the city (for Simon and his party had plun- 
dered them of what they had), were in despair of deliverance. 
Simon also made an assault upon the temple, with the assist- 
ance of the people, while the others stooa upon the cloisters 
and the battlements, and defended themselves from their as- 
saults. However, a considerable number of Simon^s party 
fell, and many were carried off wounded ; for the zealots 
threw their darts easily from a superior place, and seldom 
failed of hitting their enemies ; but having the advantage of 
situation, and having withal erected four very large towers 
aforehand, that their darts might come from higher places, 
one at the north-east comer of the court, one above the 
Xystus, the third at another corner over against the lower 
city, and the last was erected above the top of th6 Pasto- 
phoria ; where one of the priests stood of course, and gave 
a signal beforehand with a trumpet, at the beginning of every 
seventh day,* in the evening twilight, as also at the evening 
when that day was finished, as giving notice to the people 
when they were to leave off work, and when they were to 
go to worlc again. These men also set their engines to cast 
darts and stones withal upon those towers, with their archers 
and slingers. And now Simon made his assault upon the 
temple more faintly, by reason that the greatest part of his 
men grew weary of that work ; yet did he not leave off his 
opposition, because his army was superior to the others, al- 
though the darts which were thrown by the engines were 
carried a great way, and slew many of tnose that fought for 
him. 

* This beginning and ending the observation of the Jewish scvcTitli day or 
sabbath, with a priest's blowing of a trumpet, is rrn)arkal)le, and nowhere else 
mentioned, that I know of. Nor is Rcland's conjecture here improbable, that 
this was the very place ihat has pu7^cd our commentators so long, called Afutach 
Sabbati, tiic Covert of the Sabbath^ if that be the true reading, 2 Kings xvi. lU, 
because here the jrnper priest stood dry under a covtrin^y to proclauu the begin, 
ning and ending of evtry Jewish Sabbath. 
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CHAP. X. 

How the SMierSt both in Judea and Egypt^ proclaimed 
Vespasian Emperor; and how Vespasian released Jos$-> 
phus of his Bonds, 

g 1. Now about this very time it was that heavy calamities 
came about Rome on all sides ; for Vitellius was come from 
Germany with his soldiery, and drew alonff with him a great 
multitude of other men besides. And when the spaces al- 
lotted for soldiers could not contain them, he made all Rome 
itself his camp, and filled all the houses with his armed men ; 
which men, when they saw the riches of Rome with those 
eyes which had never seen such riches before, and found 
themselves shone round about on all sides with silver and 
gold, they had much ado to contain their covetous desires, 
and were ready to betake themselves to plunder, and to the 
slaughter of such as should stand in their way. And this was 
the state of affairs in Italy at that time. 

2. But when Vespasian had overthrown all the places that 
were .near to Jerusalem, he returned to Caesarea, and heard 
of the troubles that were at Rome, and that Vitellius was 
emperor. This produced indignation in him^ although he 
well knew how to be governed, as well as to govern, and 
could not, with any satisfaction, own him for his lord who 
acted so madly, and seized upon the government as if it were 
absolutely destitute of a governor. And as this sorrow of 
his was violent, he was not able to support the torments he 
was under, nor to apply himself farther in other wars, when 
his native country was laid waste ; but then, as much as his 
passion excited him to avenge his country, so much was he 
restrained by the consideration of his distance therefrom ; 
because fortune might prevent him, and do a world of mis- 
chief before he could himself sail over the sea to Italy, es- 
pecially as it was still the winter season ; so he restrained his 
anger, how vehement soever it was at this time. 

3. But now his commanders and soldiers met in several 
companies, and consulted openly about changing the public 
affairs, and out of their indignation cried out, how, " At 
Rome there are soldiers that live delicately ; and when they 
have not ventured so much as to hear the fame of war, they 
ordain whom they please for our governors, and in hopes of 
gain make them emperors ; while you have gone through so- 
many labours, and are grown into years under your helmets, 
give leave to others to use such a power, when yet you have 
among yourselves one more worthy to rule than any whom 
they have set up. Now what juster opportunity shall they 
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ever have of reciuitine their generals, if they do not make 
use of this that is now oefore Uiem ? while there are so much 

{'uster reasons for Vespasian^s being emperor than for Vitel* 
ius, as they are themselves more deserving than those that 
made the other emperors ; for that they have undergone as 
great wars as have the troops that come from Grermany ; nor 
are they inferior in war to those that have brou^t that tyrant 
to Rome, nor have they undergone smaller labours than they ; 
for that neither will the Roman senate nor people bear such 
a lascivious emperor as Vitellius, if he be compared with 
their chaste Vespasian ; nor will they endure a most barbar. 
ous tyrant, instead of a good governor, nor choose one that 
hath no child,* to preside over them, instead of him that is 
a father ; because the advancement of men^s own children to 
dignities is certainly the greatest security kings can have for 
themselves. Whether, therefore, we estimate the capacity of 
governing from the skill of a persoii in years, we ought to 
have Vespasian ; or whether from the strength of a young 
man, we ought to have Titus : for by this means we shall have 
the advantage of both their ages ; for that they will afford 
strength to those that shall be made emperors, they having 
already three legions, besides other auxiliaries from the neigh- 
bouring kings, and will have farther all the armies in the east 
to support them, as also those in Europe, so far as they are 
out of the distance and dread of Vitellius, be^des such auxi- 
liaries as they may have in Italy itself, that is, Vespasian^s*!* 
brother, and his other son [Domitian] ; the one of which will 
bring in a great many of those young men that are of dig- 
nity, while Uie other is entrusted with the government of the 
city, which office of his will be no small means of Vespasian^s 
obtaining the government. Upon the whole, the case may be 
such, that if we ourselves make farther delays, the senate may 
choose an emperor, whom the soldiers, who arc the saviours 
of the empire, will have in contempt^ 

4h. These were the discourses the soldiers had in their seve- 
ral companies ; after which they got together in a great body, 
and, encouraging one another, they declared Vespasian^ em- 

* The Roman authors that now remain say, Vitellius had children ; where* 
as Josephus introduces here the Roman soldiers in Judea saying he had none. 
Which of these assertions was the truth, I know not. Spanheim thinks he 
hath given a peculiar reason for calling Vitellius ckildlctBy though he really 
bad ditldren, Diss, dc Num. pages G49, 650, to which it appears very dif- 
ficult to give our assent. 

-f This brother of Vespasian was Flavius Sabinus, as Suetonius informs 
OS, in VitcL sect. 15, and in Ve^iasian, sect. 2. He is also named by Jose- 
phus presently, ch. xi. sect. 4. 

X It is plain by the nature of the thing, as well as by Josephus and Eutro- 
pius, that Vespasian was first of all saluted emperor in Judea, and not till 

.VOL. V. I 
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peror, and exhorted him to save the government, which was 
now in danger. Now Vespasian's concern had been for a 
considerable time about the public ; yet did not he intend to. 
set up for governor himself, though his actions shewed him 
to deserve it, while he preferred that safety which is in a pri- 
vate life, before the dangers in a state of such dignity : but 
when he refused the empire, the commanders insisted the 
more earnestly upon his acceptance, and the soldiers came 
about him with their drawn swords in their hands, and 
threatened to kill him, unless he would now live according 
to his dignity. And when he had shewn his reluctance a 
great while, and had endeavoured to thrust away this domi- 
nion from him, he at length, being not able to persuade 
them, yielded to their solicitations that would salute him 
emperor. 

5. So, upon the exhortations of M ucianus and the other 
coipmanders, that he would accept of the empire, and upon 
that of the rest of the army, who cried out that they were 
willing to be led against all his opposers, he was, in the first 
place, intent upon gaining the dominion over Alexandria, as 
knowing that Egypt was of the greatest consequence in 
order to obtain the entire government, because of its sup- 
plying of corn [to Rome], which corn^ if he could be master 
of, he hoped to dethrone Vitellius, supposing he should aim 
to keep the empire by force (for he would not be able to 
support himself, if the multitude at Home should once be in 
want of food), and because he was desirous to join the two 
legions that were at Alexandria to the other Regions that 
were with him. He also considered with himself, that he 
should then have that country for a defence to himself 
against the uncertainty of fortune ; for Egypt * is hard to 
be entered by land, and hath no good havens by sea. It 
hath on the west the dry deserts of Libya ; and on the south 
Siene, that divides it from Ethiopia, as well as the cataracts 
of the Nile, that cannot be sailed over ; and on the east the 
Red Sea, extending as far as Coptus; and it is fortified on the 
north by the land that reaches to Syria, together with that 
called the Epyptian Sea^ having no havens in it for ships. 
And thus is Egypt walled about on every side. Its length 

tome time aflerward in Egypt. Whence Tadtus^s and Suetonius*8 present 
copies must be corrected, when tliey both say, that he was first proclaimed 
ip -Egypt, and that on the kalends of July, while they still way it was die tiah 
of the nones or ides of the same July before he was proclaimed in Judca. I 
suppose the month tliey there intended was June, and not July, as the copies 
now have it ; nor docs Tacitus*s coherence imply less. See Essay on the Kcv. 
p. ISG. 

* Here we have an authentic description of the bounds and circumstances of 
Egypt, in the days of Vespasian and Titus. 
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between Pelusium and Siene is two thousand furlongs ; and 
the passage by sea, from Plinthine to Pelusium, is three 
thousand six hundred furlongs. Its river Nile is navigable 
as far as the city called Elephantine^ the forena^ed cataracts 
hindering ships from going any farther. The haven also of 
Alexandria is not entered by the mariners without difficulty, 
even in times of peace ; for the passage inward is narrow, 
and full of rocks that lie under the water, which oblige the 
mariners to turn from a straight direction : its left side is 
blocked up by works made by men'^s hands on botli sides ; on 
its right side lies the island called Pharus, which is situated 
just before the entrance, and supports a very great tower, 
that affords the sight of a fire to such as sail within three 
hundred furlongs of it, that ships may cast anchor a ^at 
way off in the night-time, by reason of the difficulty of sailing 
nearer. About this island are built very great piers, the 
handywork of men, against which when the sea dashes it- 
self, and its waves are broken ag^nst those boundaries, the 
navigation becomes very troublesome, and the entrance 
through so narrow a passage is rendered dangerous ; yet is 
the haven itself, when you are got into it, a very safe one, 
and of thirty furlongs in largeness ; into which is brought 
what the country wants, in order to its happiness ; as also 
what abundance the country affords, more than it wants it- 
self, is hence distributed into all the habitable earth. 

6. Justly, therefore, did Vespasian desire to obtain that 
government in order to corroborate his attempts upon the 
whole empire ; so he immediately sent to Tiberius Alexan- 
der, who was then governor of Egypt and of Alexandria, 
and informed him what the army had put him upon, and 
how he, being forced to accept of the burden of the govem- 
ment> was desirous to have him for his confederate and sup- 
porter. Now as soon as ever Alexander had read this letter, 
he readily obliged the legions and the multitude to take the 
oath of fidelity to Vespasian, both which willingly complied 
with him, as already acquainted with the courage of the man, 
from that his conduct in their neighbourhood. Accordingly 
Vesp^'isian, looking upon himself as already entrusted with the 
government, got all things ready for his journey [to Rome]. 
Now fame carried this news abroad more suddenly than one 
could have thought, that he was emperor over the east, upon 
which every city kept festivals, and celebrated sacrifices and 
oblations for such good news : the legions also that were in 
Mysia and Pannonia, who had been in commotion a little 
before on account of this insolent attempt of Vitellius, were 
very glad to take the oath of fidelity to Vespasian upon his 

I 2 
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coming to the empire. Vespasian then removed from Cse- 
sarea to Berytus, where many embassages came to him from 
Syria and many from other provinces, brinmng with them^ 
from every city, crowns and the congratulations of the peo- 
ple. Mucianus came also, who was the president of the 
province, and told him with what alacrity the people [re- 
ceived the news of his advancement], and how the people 
of every city had taken the oath of fidelity to him. 

7. So Vespasiau^s good fortune succeeded to his wishes 
everywhere, and the public affairs were, for the greatest 
part, already in his hands ; upon which he considered that 
ne had not arrived at the government without Divine Pro- 
vidence, but that a righteous kind of fate had brought the 
empire under his power ; for as he called to mind the other 
nsnals which had been a great many everywhere, that fore- 
told he should obtain the government, so did he remember 
'what Josephus had said to nim, when he ventured to foretell 
his coming to the empire while Nero was alive ; so he was 
much concerned that this man was still in bonds with him. 
He then called for Mucianus, together with his other com- 
manders and friends, and, in the first place, he informed 
them what a valiant man Josephus had been, and what great 
hardships he had made him undergo in the siege of Jota^ 
pata. After that he related those predictions* of his which 
ne had then suspected as fictions, suggested out of the fear 
he was in, but which had by time been demonstrated to be 
divine. ^' It is a shameful thing,^^ said he, ^' that this man 
who hath foretold my coming to the empire beforehand, and 
been the minister of a divine message to me, should still be 
retained in the condition of a captive or prisoner."" So he 
called for Josephus, and commanded that he should be set 
at liberty : whereupon the commanders promised themselves 
glorious things from this requital Vespasian made to a 
strai^r. Titus was then present with his father, and said, 
^ O mther, it is but just that the scandal [of a prisoner] 

* As Daniel was preferred by Darius and Cyrus, on account of bis having 
foretold the destruction of the Babylonian monarchy by tlieir means, apd the 
eonsequent exaltation of the Medes and Persians, Dan. t. C ; or rather as Je- 
remiao, when he was a prisoner, was set at liberty, and honourably treated by 
Nebuzaradan, at the command of Nebuchadnezzar, on account of his having 
foretold the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, Jer. xL 1~C, so was 
our Josephus set at liberty, and honourably treated, on account of his having 
foretold the advancement of Vespasian and Titus to the Roman empire. All 
these are most eminent instances of the interposition of Divine Providence, and 
of the certainty of divine predictions in the great revolutions of the four mo- 
narchies. Several such like examples there arc, both in the sacred and other 
histories ; as in the case of Joseph in Egypt, and of Jaddua the high priest, in 
the days of Alexander the Grea^ &c 
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should be taken off Josephus, together with his iron chaih. 
For if we do not barely loose his bonds, but cut them to 
pieces, he will be like a man that hath never been bound 
at alL^ For that as is the usual method as to such as have 
been bound without a cause. This advice was agreed to by 
Vespasian also ; so there came a man in, and cut the chain 
to pieces, while Josephus received this testimony of his in- 
tegrity for a reward, and was moreover esteemed a person of 
credit as to futurities alsa 

CHAP. XI. 

T%it, npon the Conquest and Slaughter of Vitellius, Vespa* 
Stan hastened his Journey to Rome^ but Titus his son re- 
turncd to Jerusalem, 

§ 1. And now, when Vespasian had given answers to the 
embassages, and had disposed of the places of power justly,* 
and according to every one's deserts, he came to Antioch, 
and consulting which way he had best take, he preferred to 
go to Rome, rather than to march to Alexandria, because 
he saw that Alexandria was sure to him already, but that the 
affmrs at Rome were put into disorder by Vitellius ; so he 
sent Mucianus to Italy, and committed a considerable army 
both of horsemen and footmen to him ; yet was Mucianus 
afraid of going by sea, because it was the middle of winter, 
and so he lea his army on foot tlirough Cappadocia and 
Phrygia. 

% In the mean time Antonius Primus took the third of 
the legions that were in Mysia, for he was president of that 
province, and made haste in order to fight Vitellius ; where- 
upon Vitellius sent away Cecinna, with a great army, having 
a mighty confidence in him, because of his having beaten 
Otho. This Cecinna marched out of Rome in great haste, 
and found Antonius about Cremona in Gall, which city is in 
the borders of Italy ; but when he saw there that the enemy 
were numerous and in good order, he durst not fight them ; 
and as he thought a retreat dangerous, so he began to think 
of betraying his army to Antonius. Accordingly he asspm- 
bled the centurions and tribunes that were under his com- 

* 

* This is well observed by Josephus, that Vespasian, in order to secure his 
success and establish his government at first, distributed his offices and places 
upon the foot of justice, and bestowed them on such as best deserved them, and 
were best fit for them. AVhich wise conduct in a mere heathen ought to put those 
rulers and ministers of state to shame, who, professing Christianity, act otherwise* 
and thereby expose themselves and their kingdoms to vice and to destruction. 
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mand, and persuaded them to go over to Antonius ; and thi^ 
by diminishing the reputation of Vitellius, and by exaggerat- 
ing the power of Vespasian. He also told them, that '^ with 
the one there was no more than the bare name of dominion^ 
but with the other was the power of it ; and that it were 
better for them to prevent necessity and gain- favour, and, 
while they were likely to be overcome in battle, to avoid the 
danger beforehand, and to go over to Antonius willingly ; 
that Vespasian was able of himself to subdue what had not 
yet submitted without their assistance, while Vitellius could 
not preserve what he had already with it." 

3. Cecinna said this, and much more to the same purpose, 
and persuaded them to comply wfth him, and both he and 
his army deserted ; but still the very same night the soldiers 
repented of what they had done, and a fear seized on them, 
lest perhaps Vitellius who sent them should get the better ; 
and drawing their swords, they assaulted Cecinna in order to 
kill him ; and the thing had been done by them, if the tri- 
bunes had not fallen upon their knees, and besought them 
not to do it : so the solmers did not kill him, but put him in 
bonds as a traitor, and were about to send him to Vitellius. 
When [Antonius] Primus heard of this, he raised up his men 
immediately, and made them put on their armour, and led 
them against those that had revolted ; hereupon they put 
themselves in order of battle, and made a resistance for a 
while, but were soon beaten, and fled to Cremona. Then did 
Primus take his horsemen, and cut off their entrance into the 
city, and encompassed and destroyed a great multitude of 
them before the city, and fell into the city together with the 
Test, and gave leave to his soldiers to plunder it. And here 
it was that many strangers who were merchants, as well as 
many of the people of that country, perished, and among 
them Vitellius's whole army, being thirty thousand and two 
hundred, while Antonius lost no more of those that came 
with him from Mysia than four hundred and five hundred : ^ 
he then loosed Cecinna, and sent him to Vespasian to ^11 
liim the good news. So he came, and was received by him, 
and covered the scandal of his treachery by the unexpected 
honours he received from Vespasian. 

4. And now, upon the news that Antonius was approach- 
ing, Sabinus took courage at Rome, and assembled those co- 
horts of soldiers that kept watch by night, and in the night- 
time seized upon the capitol ; and as the day came on, many 
men of character came over to him, with Domitian, his bro- 
ther'*s son, whose encouragement was of very great weight 
for the compassing the government. Now Vitellius was not 
much concerned at this Primus, but was very angry at those 



CHAP. XI. THE JEWISH WAR. 119 

tliat had revolted with Sabinus ; and thirsting, out of his own 
natural barbarity, after noble blood, he sent out that part of 
the army which K^ame along with him, to fight against the 
capitol ; and many bold actions were done on this side, and 
pn the side of those that held the temple. But r^ last the 
^Idiers that came from Germany, being too numerous for 
the others, got the hill into their possession, where Domitian, 
with many other* of the principal Romans, pro\identially 
escaped, while the rest of the multitude were entirely cut to 

S'eces, and Sabinus himself was brought to Vitellius and 
en sl^n ; the soldiers also plundered the temple of its orna- 
ments, and set it on fire. But now, within a day^s time, 
came Antonius, with his army, and were met by Vitellius and 
his army ; and having had a oattle in three several places, the 
last were all destroyed. Then did Vitellius come out of the 
palace, in his cups, and satiated with an extravagant and luxi> 
urious meal, as m the last extremity, and being drawn along 
through the multitude, and abused with all sorts of torments, 
had his head cut off in the midst of Rome, having retained 
the government eight months and five days ; * and had he 
lived much longer, I cannot but think the empire would not 
have been sufficient for his lust. Of the others that were 
slain were numbered above fifty thousand. This battle was 
fought on the third day of the month Apcllcus [Casleu] ; on 
the next day Mucianuscame into the city with his army, and 
ordered Antonius and his men to leave oft* killing ; for they 
were still searching the houses, and killed many of Vitellius s 
soldiers, and many of the populace, as supposing them to be 
of his party; preventing by their rage any accurate distinction 
between them and others. He then produced Domitian, and 
recommended him to the multitude, until his father should 
come himself: so the people being, now freed from their 
fears, made acclapiations of joy for Vespasian, as for their 
emperor, and kept festival days for his confirmation, and for 
the destruction of Vitellius. 

5. And now, as Vespasian was come to Alexandria, this 
good news came from Rome, and at the same time came 

* The numbers in Josephus, cb. ix. secL 2, 9, for Galba 7 months 7 
days, for Oiho 3 months 2 days, and here for Vitellius 8 months 6 day% do 
not agree witli any lioman historians ; who also disagree among Uiemselvea. 
And indeed Scaliger justly complains, as Dr. Hudson observes on ch. ix. 
sect. 2, that this period is very confused and uncertain in the ancient authors. 
They were probably some of them contemporary .together for some time. 
One of the best evidences we have, I mean Ptolemy *s Canon, omits them all, 
as if they did not altogether reign one whole year, nor had a single Thoth or 
New-Year*s day (which then fell upon Aug. 6.) in their entire reigns. JDio 
also, who says, that Vitellius reigned a year within ten days, does yet estimate 
all tlieir reigns together at no more than one year, one month, and two days. 
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embassies from all his own habitable earth, to congratulate 
him lipon his advancement ; and though this Alexandria was 
the greatest of all cities next to Rome, it proved too narrow 
to contmn the multitude that then came to it So upon this 
confirmation of Vespasian^s entire TOvemment, which was 
now settled, and upon the unexpected deliverance of the pub- 
lic affairs of the Romans from ruin, Vespasian turned his 
thoughts to what remained unsubdued in Judea. However, 
he himself made haste to go to Rome, as the winter was now 
almost over, and soon set the affairs of Alexandria in order, 
but sent his son Titus, with a select part of his army, to de- 
stroy Jerusalem. So Titus marched on foot as far as Nico- 
pohs, whicli is distant twenty furlongs from Alexandria : 
there he put his army on board some long ships, and sailed 
upon the river along the Mendesian Nomus, as far as the city 
Thmuis ; there he got out of the ships, and walked on foot, 
and lodged all night at a small city called Tanis, His second 
station was Heracleopolis, and his third Felusium ; he then 
refreshed his army at that place for two days, and on the 
third passed over the mouths of the Nile at Pelusium ; he 
then proceeded one station over the desert, and pitched his 
camp at the temple of the Casian Jupiter,* and on the next 
day at Ostracine. This station had no water, but the people 
of the country make use of water brought from other places. 
After this he rested at Rhinocolura, and from thence he went 
to Raphia, which was his fourth station. This^city is the be- 
ginning of Syria. For his fifth station he pitched his camp 
at Gaza ; after which he came to Ascalon, and thence to 
Jamnia, and after that to Joppa, and from Joppa to Ca^sa- 
rea, having taken a resolution to gather all his other forces 
together at that place. 

* There are coina of this Casian Jupiter still extant, as Spanhdm here in- 
forms us. 
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BOOK V. 



Containing tJie Interval of near Six Montlis. 

FROM THE COMING OF TITUS TO BESIEGE JEBUSALEM, TO THE 
G&EAT EXTREMITY TO WHICH THE JEWS WERE REDUCED. 



CHAP. I. 

Concerning the Seditions at Jerusalamj and what terrible 
Miseries (ifflicted t/ie City by tlieir Means. 

8 !• When, therefore, Titus had marched over that desert 
which lies between Egypt and Syria, in tlie manner fore- 
mentioned, he came to Caesarea, having resolved to set his 
forces in order at that place, before he began the war. Nay, 
indeed, while he was assisting his father at Alexandria, in 
settling that government which had been newly conferred 
upon them by God, it so happened, that the sedition at Je- 
rusalem was revived, and parted into three factions, and that 
one faction fought agidnst the other ; which partition in such 
evil cases may be said to be a good thing, and the effect of 
divine justice. Now, as to the attack the zealots made upon 
the people, and which I esteem the beginning of the city^s 
destruction, it hath been already explained after an accurate 
manner ; as also whence it arose, and to how great a mischief 
it was increased. But for the present sedition, one should 
not mistake if he called it a sedition begotten by another 
sedition, and to be like a wild beast grown mad, which, for 
want of food from abrokd, fell now upon eating its own 
flesh. 

2. For Elcazar, the son of Simon, who made the first sepa.. 
ration of the zealots from the people, and made them retire 
into the temple, appeared very angry at Johtfs insolent 
attempts, which he made every day upon the people ; for 
this man never left off murdering : but the trutn was, that 
he could not bear to submit to a tyrant who set up after him. 
So he being dcsirious of gaining the entire power and domi- 
nion to himself, revolted from John, and took to his assist- 
ance Judas, the son of Chelcias, and Simon the son of 
Ezron, who were among the men of greatest power. There 
was also with him Hezckiab, the son of Chobar, a person of 
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eminence : each of these were followed by a great many of the 
zealots. These seized upon the inner court* of the temple, 
and laid their arms upon the holy gates, and over the holy 
fronts of that court. And because they had plenty of provi- 
sions, they were of good courage ; for there was great 
abundance of what was consecrated to sacred uses, and they 
scrupled not the making use of them : yet were they afraid 
on account of their small number.; and when they had laid 
up their arms there, they did not stir from the place they 
were in. Now as to John, what advantage he had above 
Eleazar in the multitude of his followers, tne like disadvan- 
tage he had in the situation he was in, since he had his ene- 
mies over his head ; and as he could not make, any assault 
upon them without some terror, so was his anger too great 
to let him be at rest : nay, although he suffered more mis- 
chief from Eleazar and his party than he could inflict upon 
them, yet would not he leave off assaulting them, insomuch 
that there were continual sallies made one against another, as 
well as darts thrown at one another, and the temple was de- 
filed everywhere with murders. 

3. But now the t3a'ant Simon, the son of Gioras, whom 
the people had invited in, out of the hopes they had of his 
assistance in the great distresses they were in, having in his 
power the upper city and a great part of the lower, did now 
make more vehement ^saults upon John and his party, be- 
cause they were fought against from above also ; yet was he 
beneath their situation when he attacked them, as were they 
beneath the attacks of the others above them. Whereby it 
came to pass, that John did both receive and inflict great 
damage, and that easily, as he was fought against on both 
sides ; and the same advantage that Eleazar and his party had 
over him since he was beneath them, the same advantage had 
he, hy his higher situation, over Simon. On which account 
he easily repelled the attacks that were made from beneath, by 
the weapons thrown from their hands only ; but was obliged 
to repel those that threw their darts from the temple above 
him, by his engines of war : for he had such engines as threw 
darts, and javelins, and stones, and that in no small number, 
by which he did not only defend himself from such as fought 
against him, but slew moreover many of the priests, as they 
were about their sacred ministrations. For notwithstanding 
these men were mad with all sorts of impiety, yet did they 

* Hiis appears to be the first time that the zealots ventured to pollute this 
most sacred court of the temple, which was the court of tlie priests, wherein 
the temple itself and the altar stood. So that the conjecture of those tliat 
would interpret that Zacharias, who was slain ** between the temple and the 
altar** sevcnil months before, B. iv. ch. v. sect. 4, voL iv. as if he were slain 
there by these ccaloti, it groundless, as I have noted on that place already. 
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still admit those that desired to offer their sacrifices, although 
they took care to search the people of their own country be- 
forehand, and bbth suspected and watclied them ; while they 
were not so much afraid of strangers, who, although they had 
gotten leave of them, how cruel soever they were, to come 
into that court, were yet often destroyed by this sedition ; for 
those darts that were thrown by the engines came with that 
force that they went over all the buildings, and reached as 
far as the altar, and the temple itself, and fell upon the 
priests, and those* that were about the sacred offices; inso- 
much that many persons who came thither with great zeal 
from the ends of the earth to offer sacrifices at this celebrated 
place, which was esteemed holy by all mankind, fell down 
Defore their own sacrifices themselves, and sprinkled that 
altar which was venerable among all men, botri Greeks and 
barbarians, with their own blood; till the dead bodies of 
strangers were mingled together with those of their own 
country, and those of profane persons with those of the 

{)riests, and the blood of all sorts of dead carcasses stood in 
akes in the holy courts themselves. And now, " O most 
wretched city, wnat misery so great as this didst thou suffer 
from the Romans, when they came to purify thee from thy 
intestine hatred ? for thou couldst be no longer a place fit for 
God, nor couldst thou longer continue in being, after thou 
hadst been a sepulchre for the bodies of thine own people, 
and hadst made the holy house itself a burying-place in this 
civil war of thine. Yet mayst th9u again grow better, if per- 
chance thou wilt hereafter appease the anger of that God 
who is the author of thy destruction.*"-!- But I must restrain 
myself from these passions by the rules of history, since this 
is not a proper time for domestical lamentations, but for his- 
torical narrations ; I therefore return to the operations that 
follow in this sedition. 

4. And now there were three treacherous factions in the 
city, the one parted from the other. Eleazar and his party 
that kept the sacred first fruits, came against John in their 
cups. Those that were with John plundered the populace, 
and went out with zeal against Simon. This Simon had his 
supply of provisions from the city, in opposition to the sedi- 
tious. When, therefore, John was assaulted on both sides, 

• The Levites. 

•f This is an excellent reflectioa of Josephiu, including his hopes of the re- 
storation of the Jews upon their repentance. See Antiq. B. iv. oh. viiL sect. 40, 
vol. i. which is the grand Hope of laraelf as Manosseh-ben-Israel, the famous 
Jewish Rabbi, styles it, in his small but remarkable treatise on that subject, of 
which the Jewish prophets are ever3rwhere fulL See the principal of tho»e pro« 
phecies collected together, at the end of the flssay on the Kevclatiun. 
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he made his men turn about, throwing his darts upon those 
citizens that came up agmnst him, from the cloisters he had 
in his possession, while he opposed those that attacked him 
from the temple by his engines of war. And if at any time 
he was freed from those triat were above him, which hap- 
pened frequently, from their being drunk and tired, he sallied 
out with a greater number, upon Simon and his party ; and 
this he did always in such parts of the city as he could come 
at, till he set on fire those houses that were full of com* 
and of all other provisions. The same thing was done by 
Simon, when, upon the other^s retreat, he attacked the city 
also ; as if they had on purpose done it to serve the Romans, 
by destroying what the city had laid up against the siege, 
and by thus cutting off the nerves of their own power. Ac- 
cordingly it so came to pass, that all the places that were 
about the temple were burned down, and were become an 
intermediate desert space, ready for fighting on both sides of 
it; and that almost all that com was burnt, which would 
have been sufiicient for a siege of many years. So they were 
taken by the means of the famine, which it was impossible 
they should have been unless they had thus prepared the 
way for it by this procedure. 

5. And now, as the city was engaged in a war on all sides 
from these treacherous crowds of wicked men, the people of 
the city between them were like a great body torn m pieces. 
The a^cd men and the women were in such distress, by their 
internal calamities, that they wished for the Romans, and 
earnestly hoped for an external war, in order to their delivery 
from their domestical miseries. The citizens themselves were 
under a terrible consternation and fear ; nor had they any 
opportunity of taking counsel, and of changing their con- 
duct ; nor were there any hopes of coming to an agreement 
with their enemies, nor could such as had a mind fly away ; 
for guards were set at all places ; and the heads of the rob- 
bers, although they were seditious one against another in other 
respects, yet did they agree in killing those that were t^ 
peace with the Romans, or were suspected of an incUnation 
to desert to them as their common enemies. They agreed 
in nothing but this, to kill those that were innocent. The 
noise also of those that were fighting was incessant, both by 
day and by night ; but the lamentation of those that mourned 

* This destruction of such a vast quaintity of com and other provisions, as 
was sufficient for manj years, was the direct occasion of that terrible famine 
which consumed incredible munbers of Jews in Jerusalem, during its siege. 
Nor probably could the Romans haVe taken this city after all, had not these 
seditious Jews been so infatuated as thus madly to destroy what Josephus here 
justly styles, «' the nerves of their power." 
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exceeded the other; nor was there ever any occasion for 
them to leave off their lamentations, because tneir calamities 
came perpetually one upon another, although the deep con. 
stemation they were in prevented their outward wailing ; 
but being constrained by their fear to conceal their inward 
passions, they were inwardly tormented, without daring to 
open their lips in groans. Nor was any regard paid to those 
that were stdl alive, by their relations ; nor was there any 
care taken of burial for those that were dead : the occasion 
of both which was this, that every one despaired of himself; 
for those that were not among the seditious had no great de- 
sires of any thing, as expecting for certain that they should 
very soon be destroyed ; but for the seditious themselves, they 
fought agunst each other while they trod upon the dead 
bodies, as they lay iicaped one upon another, and taking up 
a mad rage n'om tliose dead bodies that were under their 
feet, became the fiercer thereupon. They moreover were 
still inventing somewhat or other that was pernicious against 
themselves; and when they had resolved upon any thing, 
they executed it without mercy, and omittea no method of 
torment or of barbarity. Nay, John abused the sacred ma- 
terials,* and employed them in the construction of his en* 
gines of war ; for the people and the priests had formerly 
determined to support tne temple, and raise the holy house 
twenty cubits higher ; for king Agrippa had, at a very great 
expense, and with very great pains, brought thither such ma- 
tenals as were proper for that purpose, being pieces of tim- 
ber very well wortn seeing both for their straightness and 
their largeness ; but the war coming on, and interrupting the 
work, John had them cut, and prepared for the building him 
towers, he finding them long enough to oppose from them 
those bis adversaries that fought him from the temple that 
was above him. He also had them brought and erected be* 
hind the inner court, over against the west end of the cloisters, 
where alone he could erect them ; f whereas the other sides 
of that court had so many steps as would not let them come 
nigh enough to the cloisters. 

6. Thus did John hope to be too hard for his enemies by 
these engines, constructed by his impiety ; but God himself 
demonstrated, that his pains would prove of no use to him, 

' *' This timber, wc sec, was designed for the rebuilding those twenty addi- 
tional cubits of the holy house above the hundred, which had fallen down some 
years before. See the note on Antiq. B. xv. ch. xl. sec. 3, vol. ii. 

-f There being no gate on the west, and only on the west side of the court 
of the priests, and so no steps there, this was the only side that the seditious, 
under this John of Giscliala, could bring their engines close to the cloisters of 
that court endways, though upon the floor of the court of Israel. See the sdieme 
of that temple in the description of the temples hereto belonging. 
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by bringing the Romans upon him before he had reared any 
of his towers ; for Titus, when he had gotten together part of 
his forces about him, and had ordered the rest to meet him 
at Jerusalem, marched out of Caesarea. He had with him 
those three legions that had accompaned his father when he 
laid Judea waste, together w^ith that twelfth legion which had 
been formerly beaten with Cestius ; which legion, as it was 
otherwise remarkable for its valour, so did it march on now 
with greater alacrity to avenge themselves on the Jews, as 
remembering what they had formerly suffered from them. 
Of these legions he ordered the fifth to meet him, by going 
through Emmaus, and the tenth to go up by Jericho : he also 
moved himself, together with the rest; besides which marched 
those auxiliaries tnat came from the kings, being now more 
in number than before, together with a considerable number 
that came to his assistance from Syria. Those also that had 
been selected out of these four legions, and sent with Mucia- 
nus to Italy, had their places filled up out of those soldiers 
that came out of Egypt with Titus, which were two thousand 
men chosen out of the armies at Alexandria. There fol- 
lowed him also three thousand drawn from those that guarded 
the river Euphrates ; as also there came Tiberius Alexander, 
who was a friend of his, most valuable both for his good will 
to him, and for his prudence. He had formerly been gover- 
nor of Alexandria, but was now thought worthy to be gene- 
ral of the army [under Titus]. The reason of this was, that 
he had been tne first who encouraged Vespasian very lately 
to accept this his new dominion, and joined himself to him 
with great fidelity, when things were uncertmn, and fortune 
had not yet declared for him. He also followed Titus as a 
counsellor, very useful to him in this war, both by his age 
and skill in such affairs. 
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CHAP. II. 

now Titus marched to Jerusalem^ and haw he wcu in Danger ^ 
as he was taking a View of the City. Of the Place also where 
he 'pitched his Camp, 

§ 1. Now as Titus was upon his march into the enemies^ 
country, the auxiliaries that were sent by the kings marched 
first, having all the other auxiliaries with them ; after whom 
folloved those that were to prepare the roads and measure 
out the camp; then came the commander'^s baggage, and 
after that the other soldiers, who were completely armed to 
support them ; then came Titus himself, having with him 
anotlier select body; and then came the pikemen ; after whom 
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came the horse belonging to that legion. All these came 
before the engines ; and after these engines came the tribunes 
and the leaders of the cohorts, with their select bodies ; after 
these came the ensigns, with the eagle ; and before those en. 
signs come the trumpeters belonging to them ; next these 
came the main body of the army in their ranks, every rank 
being six deep ; the servants belonging to every legion came 
after these, and before these last their baggage ; tne merce- 
naries came last, and those that guarded them brought up the 
rear. Now Titus, according to the Roman usage, went in 
the front of the army after a decent manner, and marched 
through Samaria to Gophna, a city that had been formerly 
taken by his father, and was then garrisoned by Roman sol- < 
diers : and when he had lodged there one night, he marched 
on in the morning ; and when he had gone as far as a day^s 
march, he pitched his camp at that valley which the Jews in 
their own tongue call the Valley of Thorns^ near a certain 
village called Gabaothsaul^ which signifies the Hill of Saul, 
being distant from Jerusalem about thirty furlongs. There 
it was that he chose out six hundred select horsemen, and 
went to take a view of the^city, to observe what strength it 
was of, and how courageous the Jews were ; whether, when 
they saw him, and before they came to a direct battle, they 
would be affrighted, and submit ; for he had been informea, 
what was really true, that the people, who were fallen under 
the power of the seditious and the robbers, were greatly de- 
sirous of peace ; but, being too weak to rise up against the 
rest, they lay still. 

2. Now, so long as he rode along the straight road which 
led to the wall of the city, nobody appeared out of the gates ; 
but when he went out of that road, and declined towards the 
tower Psephinus, and led the band of horsemen obliquely, an ^ 
immense number of the Jews leaped out suddenly at the 
towers called the Women's Towers^ through that gate which 
was over against the monuments of queen Helena, and inter- 
cepted his horse ; and standing directly opposite to those that 
still ran along the road, hindered them from joining those 
that had declined out of it. They intercepted Titus also, 
with a few others. Now it was here impossible for him to 
CO forward, because all the places had trenches dug in them 
from the wall to preserve the gardens round about, and were 
full of gardens obliquely situated, and of many hedges ; and 
to return back to his own men, he saw it was also impossible, 
by reason of the multitude of the enemies that lay between 
them, many of whom did not so much as know that the king* 

• We may here note, that Titus is here called a king and C(r$cr, by Jose- 
phui, even while he was no more than the emperor^s son, and general of tht 
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was in any danger, but supposed him still amonff them. So 
he perceived that his preservation must be whmly owing to 
his own courage, and turned his horse about, and cried out 
aloud to those that were about him to follow him, and ran 
with violence into the midst of his enemies, in order to force 
his way through them to his own men. And hence we may 
principally learn, that both the success of wars, and the dan- 
gers that Kings* are in, are under the providence of Gk)d ; for 
while such a number of darts were thrown at Titus, when he 
had neither his headpiece on, nor his breastplate (for, as I 
told you, he went out not to fight, but to view the city), none 
of them touched his body, but went aside without hurting 
him, as if all of them missed him on purpose, and only made 
a noise as they passed by him. So he diverted those perpe- 
tually with his sword that came on his side, and overturned 
many of those that directly met him, and made his horse ride 
over those that were overthrown. The enemy indeed made 
a shout at the boldness of Caesar, and exhorted one another 
to rush upon him. Yet did those against whom he marched 
fly away, and go off from him in great numbers ; while those 
that were in the same danger with him kept up close to him, 
though they were woundea both on their backs and on their 
sides ; for tney had each of them but this one hope of escap- 
ing, if they could assist Titus in opening himself a way, that 
he might not be encompassed round by his enemies, before 
he got away from them. Now there were two of those that 
were with him, but at some distance ; the one of which the 
enemy compassed round and slew him with their darts, and 
his horse also ; but the other they slew as he leaped down 
from his horse, and carried off his horse with them. ^\xt 
Titus escaped with the rest, and came safe to the camp. So 
this success of the Jews^ first attack raised their minds, and 
gave them an ill-grounded hope ; and this short inclination 
of fortune on their side made them very courageous for the 
future. 

3. But now as soon as that legion that had been at Em- 
Roman army, and his father Vespasian was still alive ; just as the New Tes- 
tament says Arckdaut reigned^ or wom king^ Matt. ii. 22, though he was pro- 
perly no more than ethnarch, as Josephus assures us, Antiq. B. xviii. ch. xi. 
sect. 4, vol. iiu Of the War, B. ii. ch. vi. sect 3, vol. iii. Tims also the Jews 
called the Roman emperors king», thoudi they never took that title to them- 
selves. We have no king but Cccaar^ John xix. 15. Submit to tke king as 
supreme J 1 Fet. ii. 13, 17* which is also the language of the Apostolical Con- 
stitutions, ii 11, 34, iv. 13, v. 19, vi. 2, 25, vii. IG, viii. 2, and elsewhere in 
the New Testament, John xix. 15, Matt j{, 18, xviL 25, 1 Tim. ii. 2, and in 
Josephus also ; though I suspect Josephus particularly esteemed Titus as joint 
Icing with his father, ever since hu divme dreams that declared them both such, 
B« iii. ch. viiL sect 9, voL iv. 

* See the preceding note. 
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maus was joined to" Caesar at night, he removed thence wheu 
it wds day, and came to a place called Scopus, from whence 
the city began already to be seen, and a plain view might be 
taken of the great temple. Accordingly this place, on the 
north quarter of the city, and adjoining thereto, was a plain, 
and very properly named Scopus [the prospect], and was no 
more than seven furlongs distant from it. And here it was 
that Titus ordered a camp to be fortified, for two legions 
that were to be together ; but ordered another camp to be 
fortified at three furlongs farther distance behind them, for 
the fifth legion ; for he tnought that by marching in the night 
they might be tired, and might deserve to be covered from 
the enemy, and with less fear might fortify themselves ; and, 
as these were now beginning to build, the tenth legion, which 
came through Jericho, vvas already come to the place, where 
a certain party of armed men had wnnerly lain, to guard that 
pass into the city, and had been taken before by Vespasian. 
These legions had orders to encamp at the distance of six 
furlongs from Jerusalem, at the mount called the Mount of 
Olives ;* which lies over against the city on the east side, 
and is parted from it by a deep valley mterposed between 
them, which is named Cedron. 

4. Now, when hitherto the several parties in the city had 
been dashing one against another perpetually, this foreign 
war, now suddenly come upon them after a violent manner, 
put the first stop to their contentions one against another; 
and as the seditious now saw with astonishment the Romans 
pitching three several camps, they began to think of an awk- 
ward sort of concord, and said one to another, " What do we 
here, and what do we mean when we suffer three fortified 
walls to be built, to coop us in, that we shall not be able to 
breathe freely ? while the enemy is securely building a kind 
of city in opposition to us, and while we sit ^till within our 
own walls, and become spectators only of what they are doing, 
with our hands idle, and our armour laid by, as if they were 
about somewhaj that was for our good and advantage. We 
are, it seems (so did they cry out) only courageous against 
ourselves, while the Romans are likely to gain the city with- 
out bloodshed by our sedition.*" Thus did they encourage 
one another when they were gotten together, and took their 
armour immediately, and ran out upon the tenth legion, and 
fell upon the Romans with great eagerness, and with a pro- 

* This situation of the JMoimt of Olives on the east of Jerusalem, at about 
the distance cf five or six furlongs, with the valley of Cedron interposed be., 
tween that mountain and the city, are things well known both in the Old and 
New Testament, in Josephus elsewhere, and in all the descriptions of Pales- 
tine. 
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digious shout, as they were fortifying their camp. These 
Romans were caught m different parties, and this in order to 
perform their several works, ^d on that account had in greM 
measure laid aside . their arms ; for they thought the Jews 
would not have ventured to make a sally upon them ; and, 
had they been disposed so to do, they supposed their sedition 
would have distracted them. So they were put into disorder 
unexpectedly ; when some of them left their works they were 
about, and immediately marched off, while many ran to their 
arms, but were smitten and slain before they could turn back 
upon the enemy. The Jews became still more and more in 
number, as encouraged by the good success of those that first 
inade the attack; and, while they had such good fortune, they 
seemed, both to themselves and to the enemy, to be many 
more than they really were. The disorderly way of their 
fighting at first put the Romans also to a stand, who had been 
constantly used to fight skilfully in good order, and with keep- 
ing their ranks, and obeying the orders that were given them ; 
for which reason the Romans were caught unexpectedly, and 
were obliged to give way to the assiftilts that were made upon 
them. Now when these Romans were overtaken, and turned 
back upon the Jews, they put a stop to their career ; yet, 
when they did not take care enough of themselves through 
the vehemency of their pursuit, were wounded by them ; but, 
as still more and^nore Jews sallied out of the city, the Ro. 
mans were at length brought into confusion, and put to flight, 
and ran away from their camp. Nay, things looked as though 
the entire legion would have been in danger, ^unless Titus had 
been informed of the case they were in, and had sent them 
succours immediately. So he reproached them for their 
cx>wardice, and brought those back that were running away, 
and fell himself upon the Jews on their flank, with those se- 
lect troops tliat were with him, and slew a considerable num- 
ber, and wounded more of them, and put them all to flight, 
and made them run away hastily down the valley. Now as 
these Jews suffered gready in the declivity of the valley, so, 
when they were gotten over it, they turned albout, and stood 
over against the Romans, having the valley between them, 
and tliere fought with them. Thus did they continue the 
fight till noon ; but, when it was already a little after noon, 
Titus set those that came to the assistance of the Romans 
with him, and those that belonged to the cohorts, to prevent 
the Jews from making* any more sallies, and then sent the 
rest of the legion to the upper part of the mountain to fortify 
their camp. 

5. This march of the Romans seemed to the Jews to be a 
flight ; and as the watchman who was placed upon the wall 
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gave a signal by shaking his garment, there came out a fresh 
multitude of Jews, and that with such mighty violence, that 
one might compare it to the running of the most terrible wild 
beasts. To say the truth, none of those that opposed them 
could sustain the fury with which they made their attacks; 
but, as if they had been cast out of an engine, they brake the 
enemies' ranks to pieces, who were put to flight, and ran away 
to the mountain ; none but Titus himself, and a few others 
with him, being left in the midst of the acclivity. Now these 
others, who were his friends, despised the danger they were 
in, and were ashamed to leave their general, earnestly exhort- 
ing him ** to give way to these Jews that are fond of dying, 
and not to run into such dangers before those that ought to 
stay before him ; to consider what his fortune was, and not, 
by supplying the place of a common soldier, to vi nture to 
turn bacK upon the enemy so suddenly ; and this bt* ause he 
was general in the war, and lord of the habitable caith, on 
whose preservation the public affair^ do all depend."" These 
persuasions Titus seemed not so much as to hear, but op- 
posed those that ran upon him, and smoti* them on the face ; 
and when he had forced them to go back, he slew them : he 
also fell upon great numbers as they marched down the hill, 
and thrust them forward ; while those men were so amazed 
at his courage and his strength, that they could not fly directly 
to the city, but declined from him on both sides, and pressed 
after those that fled up the hill; yet did he still fall upcu their 
flank, and put a stop to their fury. In the mean time a dis- 
order and a terror fell again upon those that were fortifying 
their c^mp at the top of the hill, upon their seeing those 
beneath them running away ; insomuch that the whole legion 
was dispersed, while they tnought that the sallies of the Jews 
upon them were plainly insupportable, and that Titus was 
himself put to flight ; because they took it for granted, that 
if he had staid, the rest would never have fled for it. Thus 
were they encompassed on every side by a kind of panic fear, 
and some dispersed themselves one way and some another, 
till certain of them saw their general in the very midst of an 
action, and being under great concern for him, they loudly 
proclaimed the danger he was in to the entire legion ; and 
now shame made them turn back, and they reproached one 
another that they did worse than run away by deserting 
Caesar. So they used their utmost force against the Jews, 
and declining from the strait declivity, they drove them on 
heaps into the bottom of the valley. Then did the Jews turn 
about and fight them ; but as they were themselves retiring, 
and now because the Romans had the advantage of the 
ground, and were above the Jews, they drove them all into 
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the valley. Titus also pressed upon those that were near 
him, and sent the legion again to fortify their camp ; while he 
and those that were with him before, opposed the enemy, and 
kept them from doing farther mischief; insomuch that, if I 
may be allowed neither to add any thing out of flattery, nor 
to diminish any thing out of envy, but to speak the plain truth, 
Caesar did twice deliver that entire legion when it was in 
jeopardy, and gave them a quiet opportunity of fortifying 
their camp. 
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CHAP. III. 



Hozc tJie Sedition was again revived mihin Jerusalem^ and 
yet the Jews contrived Snares Jor the Romans. How Titus 
also threatenedhis Soldiersfor their ungovernable rashness, 

§ 1. As now the war abroad ceased for a while, the sedition 
within was revived ; and on the feast of unleavened bread, 
which was now come, it being the fourteenth day of the 
month Xanthicus [Nisan] when it is believed the Jews were 
first freed from the Egyptians, Eleazar and his party o}>ened 
the gates of this [inmost court of the] temple, and admitted 
such of the people* as were desirous to worship God into it. 
But John made use of this festival as a cloak for his treacher- 
ous designs, and armed the most inconsiderable of his own 
party, the greater part of which were not purified, with wea- 
pons concealed under their garments, and sent them with 
great zeal into the temple, in order to seize upon it ; which 
armed men, when they were gotten in, threw their garments 
away, and presently appeared in their armour. Upon which 
there was a very great disorder and disturbance about the holy 
house; while tne people who had no concern in the sedition, 
supposed that this assault was made against all without dis- 

* Here we see the true occasion of those vast numbers of* Jews that were 
in Jerusalem during this siege by Titus, and perished therein ; 'that the siege 
began at the feast of the Passover, when such prodigious multitudes of Jews 
and proselytes of the gate were come from all parts of Judca, and from other 
countries, in order to celebrate that great festival. See the note B. vi. ch. ix. 
sect. 3. Tacitus himself informs us, that the number of men, women, and chiU 
dren in Jerusalem, when it was besieged by the Romans, as he had been in- 
formed, was 6(K),000. This information must have been taken from the Ko- 
mans, for Joscphus never mentions the number of those that were besieged ; 
only he lets us know, that of the vulgar, carried dead out of the gates, and 
buried at the public charges, was the like number of G'00,060, ch. viii. sect. 7* 
However, when Cestius Gallus came first to the siege, that sum in Tacitus is 
no way disagreeable to Josephus^s history, though they were become much more 
numerous when Titus encompassed the city at die Passover. As to the number 
that perished during the siege, Josephus assures us, as we shall see hereafter, 
they were 1,100,0(H), besides 97)000 captives. But Tacitus*s hutory of the 
last part of this siege is not now extant ; so we amoot compare his parallel num* 
bers with those io Josephus. 
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tinction ; as the zealots thought it was made against them- 
selves only. So these left of guarding the gates any longer, 
and leaped down from their battlements before they C2^me to 
an engagement, and fled away into the subterranean caverns 
of the temple, while the people that stood trembling at tlie 
altar, and about the holy house, were rolled on heaps together, 
and trampled upon, and were beaten both Avith wooden and 
with iron weapons without mercy. Such also, as had dif- 
ferences with others, slew many persons that were quiet, out 
of their own private enmity and hatred, as if they were 
opposite to the seditious ; and all those that had formerly 
offended any of these plotters were now known, and were 
now led away to the slaughter : and when they had done 
abundance of horrid mischief to the guiltless, they granted a 
truce to the guilty, and let those go off that came out of the 
caverns. These followers of John also did now seize upon 
this inner temple and upon all the warlike cn^nes therein, 
and then ventured to oppose Simon. And thus that sedition, 
whiqh had been divided into thri/e factions, was now reduced 
to two. 

2. But Titus, intending to pitch his camp nearer to the 
city than Scopus, placed as many of his choice horsemen and 
footmen as he thought .sufficient opposite to the Jews, to 
prevent their sallying out upon them, while he gave orders 
for the whole army to level tne distance, as far as the wall of 
the city. So they threw down all the hedges and walls which 
the inhabitants had made about their gardens and groves of 
trees, and cut down all the fruit-trees that lay between them 
and the wall of the city, and filled up all the hollow places 
and the chasms, and demolished the rocky pr/ecipices with 
iron instruments; and thereby made all the place level from 
Scopus to Herod*'s monuments, which adjoined to the pool 
called the SerpenCs Pool. 

3. Now at tiiis very time the Jews contrived the following 
stratagem against theliomans. The bolder sort of the sedi- 
tious went out at the towers called the JVomeii*if tozcers^ as 
if they had been ejected out of the city by those who were 
for peace, and rambled about as if they were afraid of being 
assaulted by the Romans, and were in fear of one another ; 
while those that stood upon the wall, and seemed to be of the 
people''s side, cried out i.loud for peace, and entreated they 
might have security for their lives given them, and called for 
the Romans, promising to open the gates to them ; and as 
they cried out after that manner, they threw stones at their 
own people, as though they would drive them away from the 
gates. These also pretended that they 'vere excluded by 
force, and that they petitioned those that were within to let 
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them in ; and rushing upon the Romans perjjetually with 
violence, they then came back, and seemed to be in great dis- 
order. Now the Roman soldiers thought this cunning stra- 
tagem of theirs was to be believed real, and thinking they 
had the one party under their power, and could punish them 
as they pleased, and hoping that the other party would open 
their gat^^s to them, set to the execution of their designs ac- 
cordingly. But for Titus l.imself, he had this surprising 
conduct of the Jews in suspition ; for whereas he had mvited 
them to come to terms of nv.c )mmodation by Josephus but 
one day before, he could then receive no civil answer from 
them ; so he ordered the soldiers to stay where they were. 
However, some of them that were set m the front of the 
works prevented him, and catching up their arms, ran to the 
gates ; whereupon those that seemed to have been ejected at 
the fir> t retired : but as soon as the soldiers were gotten be- 
tween the towers on each side of the gate, the Jews ran out, 
and encomjjasscd them roi^d, and fell upon them behind, 
while that multitude which stood upon the wall threw a heap 
of stones and darts of all' kinds at them, insomuch that they 
slew a considerable number, and wounded many more; for it 
was not easy for the Romans to escape, by reason those 
behind them pressed ihem forward; besides which, the shame 
thoy ^\ere under for being mistaken, and the fear they were in 
of their commanders, engaged them to persevere in their mis- 
take : wlu efore they fought with their spears a great while, 
and received many blows from the Jews, though indeed they 
gave them as many blows again, and at last repelled those 
that iiad encompassed them about ; while the Jews>pursued 
thciu as th;^y retired, and followed them, and threw darts at 
them as far as the monuments of queen Helen. 

4. Aft(»r this, thrse Jews, without keeping any decorum, 
grew insoi 'iit upon their good fortune, and jested upon the 
Romans i- •• being deluded by the trick they had put upon 
them, and i;iaking a noise with beating their shields, leaped 
for gladness, and made joyful exclamations ; while these sol- 
diers were received with threatenings by their officers, and 
with indignation by Ca?sar himself, [who spake to them thus]: 
" These Jews, which are only conducted by their madness, 
do every ihing with care and circumspection ; they contrive 
stratagL-m?, and lay ambushes, and fortune gives success to 
their stratagems, because they are obedient, and preserve 
their goc^dwill and fidelity to one another; while the Romans, 
to whom fortune u?es to be ever subservient, by reason of 
their good order and ready submission to their commanders, 
have now had ill success by their contrary behaviour ; and 
by not being able to restram their hands from action, they 
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have been caught ; and that which is the most to their re- 
proachy they have gone on without their commanders in the 
very presence of Caesar. Truly, says Titus, the laws of war 
cannot but groan heavily, as will my father also himself, when 
he shall be informed of this wound that hath been given us ; 
since he, who is grown old in wars, did never make so great 
a mistake. Our laws of war do also ever inflict capital pu-- 
nishment on those that in the least break into good order, 
while at this time they have seen an entire army run into 
disorder. However, those that have been so insolent shall 
be made immediately sensible, that even they who conquer 
among the Romans without orders for fighting are to be 
under disgrace.'' When Titus had enlarged upon this matter 
before the commanders, it appeared evident that he would 
execute the law against all those that were concerned ; so 
these soldiers' minds sunk down in despair, as expecting to 
be put to ^eath, and that iustly and quickly. However, the 
other legions came round about Titus, and entreated his 
favour to these their fellow-soldiers, and made supplication 
to him that he would pardon the rashness of a few, on 
account of the hotter obedience of all the rest ; and promised 
for them, that they should make amends for their present 
fault, by their more virtuous behaviour for the time to come. 
6. So Csesar complied with their desires, and with what 
prudence dictated to him also ; for he esteemed it fit to punish 
single persons by real executions, but that the punishment of 
great multitudes should proceed no farther than reproofs ; so 
he was reconciled to the soldiers, but gave them a special 
charge to act more wisely for the future ; and he considered 
with himself how he might be even with the Jews for their 
stratagem. And now, when the space between the Romans 
and the wall had been levelled, which was done in four days, 
and as he was desirous to bring the baggage of the army, with 
the rest of the multitude that followed him, safely to the 
camp, he set the strongest part of his army over agamst that 
wall which lay on the north quarter of the city, and over 
against the western part of it, and made his army seven deep, 
with the footmen placed before them, and the horsemen be-^ 
hind them, each of the last in three ranks, while the archers 
stood in the midst in seven ranks. And now, as the Jews were 
prohibited by so great a body of men from making sallies 
upon the Romans, both the beasts that bore the burdens and 
belonged to the three legions, and the rest of the multitude^ 
marched on without any fear. But as for Titus himself, he 
was but about two furlongs distant from the wall, at that part 
of it where was the comer,* and over against that tower 

* Fcrhapi, says Dr. Hudson, here was that gate called the Gate of (A« 
Corner^ in 2 Chron. zxfi. 9. Set ch. iv. sect 2. 
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which was called Psephinus^ at which tower the compass of 
the wall belongiDg to the north bended and extended itself 
over agunst the west; but the other part of the army forti- 
fied itself at the tower called HippicuSf and was distant, in 
like manner, but two furlongs from the city. However, the 
tenth legion continued in its own place, upon the Mount of 
Olives. 



CHAP. IV. 

The Description of Jerusalem. 

§ 1. The city of Jerusalem was fortified with three walls, 
on such parts as were not encompassed with unpa.ssable val- 
leys ; for in such places it hath but one wall. The city was 
built upon two hills, which are opposite to one another, and 
have a valley to divide them asunder ; at which valley the 
corresponding rows of houses on both hills end. Of these 
hills, that which contains the upper city is much higher, and 
in length more direct. Accordingly it was called the Citadel 
by king David ; he was the father of that Solomon who built 
this temple at the first ; but it is by us called the Upper Mar^ 
ket'place. But the other hill, which was called Acra^ and 
sustains the lower city, is of the shape of a moon when she is 
horned ; over against this there was a third hill, but natu- 
rally lower than Acra, and parted formerly from the other 
by a broad valley. However, in those times when the Asa- 
moneans reigned, they filled up that valley with earth, and 
had a mind to join the city to the temple. They then took 
off part of the height of Acra, and reduced it to be of less 
elevation than it was before, that tlje temple might be supe- 
rior to it. Now the Valley of the Cheesemongers, as it was 
called, and was tliat which we told you before distinguished 
the hill of the upper city from that of the lower, extended as 
far as Siloam ; for that is the name of a fountain which hath 
sweet water in it, and this in great plenty also. But on the 
outsides, these hills are surrounded by deep valleys, and by 
reason of the precipices to them belonging on both sides, they 
are everywhere unpassable. 

2. Now of these three walls, the old one was hard to be 
taken, both by reason of the valleys, and of that hill on which 
it was built, and which was above them. But besides that 
great advantage as to the place where they were situated, it 
was also built very strong ; because David and Solomon, and 
the following kings, were very zealous about this work. Now 
that wall began on the north at the tower called Hippicus^ 
and extended as far as the XiMus^ a plape so called, and then 
joining to the couucil-hoiise, ended at the west cloister of the 
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temple. But if we go the other way westward, it began at 
the same place, and extended through a place called Bethsoj 
to the gate of the Essens; and after that it went southward, 
having its bending above the fountain Siloam, where it also 
bends again towards tlie east at Solomon^s pool, and reaches 
as far as a certain place which they called Ophlasy where it 
was joined to the eastern cloister of the temple. The second 
wall took its beginning from that gate which they called Gen^ 
-fiath^ which belonged to the first wall ; it only encompassed 
the northern quarter of the city, and reached as far as the 
tower Antonia. The beginning of the third wall was at the 
tower Hippicus, whence it reached as far as the north quarter 
of the city, and the tower Psephinus, and then was so far ex- 
tended, till it came over against the monuments of Helena, 
which Helena was queen of Adiabene, the daughter of Izates ; 
it then extended farther to a great length, and passed by the 
sepulchral caverns of the kings, and bent again at the tower 
of the corner, at the monument which is called the Monu» 
ment of the Fuller, and joined to the old wall at the valley 
called the Valley of Cedron. It was Agrippa who encom- 

Eassed the parts added to the old city with this wall, which 
ad been all naked before ; for as the city grew more popu- 
lous, it gradually crept beyond its old limits, and those parts 
of it that stood northward of the temple, and joined that hill 
to the city, made it considerably larger, and occasioned that 
hill which is in number the fourth, and is called BezethUy to 
be inhabited also. It lies over against the tower Antonia, but 
is divided from it by a deep valley which was dug on purpose, 
and that in order to hinder the foundations of the tower of 
Antonia from joining* to this hill, and thereby affording an 
opportunity for getting to it with ease, and hindering the se- 
curity that arose from its superior elevation ; for which reason 
also that depth of the ditch made the elevation of the towers 
more remarkable. This new-built part of the city was called 
Bezetha in our language, which if interpreted in the Grecian 
language, may be called the New City. Since, therefore, its 
inhabitants stood in need of a covering, the father of the pre- 
sent king, and of the same name with him, Agrippa, began 
that wall we spoke of; but he left off building it when he had 
only laid the foundations, out of the fear he was in of Clau- 
dius Caesar, lest he should suspect that to strong a wall was 
built in order to make some innovation in public affairs ; for 
the city could no way have been taken, if that wall had been 
finished in the manner it was begun, as its parts were con- 
nected together by stones twenty cubits long and ten cubits 
broad, which could never have been either easily undermined 
by any iron tools, or shaken by any engines. The wall was. 
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however, ten cubits wide, and it would probably have had a 
height greater than that, had not his zeal who began it been 
hindered from exerting itself. After this, it was erected with 
great diligence by the Jews as high as twenty cubits, above 
which it had battlements of two cubits, and turrets of three 
cubits altitude, insomuch that the entire altitude extended as 
far as twentv-five cubits. 

3. Now the towers that were upon it were twenty cubits 
in breadth, and twenty cubits in height; they were square, and* 
solid as was the wall itself, wherein the niceness of the joints, 
and the beauty of the stones, were no way inferior to those 
of the holy house itself. Above this solid altitude of the 
towers ,which was twenty cubits, there were rooms of great 
magnificence, and over them, upper rooms, and cisterns to 
receive rain water. They were many in number, and the 
steps by which you ascended up to theifi were every one 
broad ; of these towers, then, the third wall had ninety, and 
the spaces between them were each two hundred cubits ; but 
in the middle wall were forty towers, and the old wall was 
parted into sixty, while the whole compass of the city was 
thirty-three furlongs. Now the third wall was all of it won- 
derful ; yet was the tower Psephinus elevated above it at the 
north-west comer, and there Titus pitched his own tent : for 
being seventy cubits high, it both afforded a prospect of Ara- 
bia at sunrising, as well as it did of the utmost limits of the 
Hebrew possessions at the sea westward. Moreover, it was 
an octagon, and over against it was the tower Hippicus, and 
hard- by it two others were erected by king Heroa m the old 
wall. These were, for largeness, b«uity, and strength, be- 
yond all that were in the habitable earth ; for besides the 
magnanimity of his nature, and his magnificence towards the 
city on other occasions, he built these after such an extra- 
ordinary manner, to gratify his own private affections, and 
dedicated these towers to the memory of those three persons 
who had been the dearest to him, and from whom he named 
them. They were his brother, his friend, and his wife. This 
wife he had slain out of his love [and jealousy] as we have 
already related ; the other two he lost in war, as they were 
courageously fighting. Hippicus, so named from his friend, 
was square ; its length and breadth were each twenty-five cu- 
bits, and its height thirty, and it had no vacuity in it. Over 
this solid building, whicn was composed of great stones united 
together, there was a reservoir twenty cubits deep; over 
which there was a house of two stories, whose height was 
twenty-five cubits, and divided into several parts ; over which 
were battlements of two cubits, and turrets all round of three 
cubits high, insomuch that the entire height added together 
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amounted to fourscore cubits. The second tower, which he 
named fn)m his brother Phasaelus, ha^ its breadth and its 
height equal, each of them forty cubits ; over which was its 
solid height of forty cubits ; over which a cloister went round 
about, whose height was ten cubits, and it was covered from 
enemies by breastworks and bulwarks. There was also built 
over that cloister another tower, parted into magnificent 
rooms, and a place for bathing ; so that this tower wanted 
nothing that might make it appear to be a royal palace. It 
was also adorned with battlements and turrets, more than 
was the foregoing, and the entire altitude was about ninety 
cubits ; the appearance of it resembled the tower of Pharus, 
which exhibited a fire to such as sailed to Alexandria, but 
was much larger than it in compass. This was now con- 
verted to a house, wherein Simon exercised his tyrannical 
authority. The third tower was Mariamne, for that was his 
queen^s name : it was solid as high as twenty cubits ; its 
breadth and its length were twenty cubits, and were equal 
to each other : its upper buildings were more magnificent, 
and had greater variety than the other towers had ; for the 
king thought it most proper for him to adorn that which was 
denominated from his wife, better than those denominated 
from men, as those were built stronger than this that bore 
his wife's name. The entire height of this tower was fifty 
cubits. 

4. Now a^ these towers were so very tall, they appeared 
much taller by the place on which they stood ; for that very 
old wall wherein they were was built upon a high hill, and 
was itself a kind of elevation that was still thirty cubits taller ; 
over which were the towers situated, and thereby were made 
much higher to appearance. The largeness also of the stones 
was wonderful ; for they were not made of common small 
stones, nor of such larger ones only as men could carry, but 
they were of white marble, cut out of the rock ; each stone 
was twenty cubits in length, and ten in breadth, and five in 
depth. They were so exactly united to one another, that 
each tower looked like one entire rock of stone, so growing 
naturally, and afterward cut by the hands of the artificers 
into their present shape and corners ; so little, or not at all, 
did their joints or connexion appear. Now as these towers 
were themselves on the north side of the wall, the king had 
a palace inwardly thereto adjoined, which exceeds all my 
ability to describe it ; for it was so very curious as to want 
no cost nor skill in its construction, but was entirely walled 
about to the height of thirty cubits, and was adorned with 
towers at equal (listances, ana with large bedchambers, that 
would contain beds for a hundred guests a-piece, in which 
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the variety of the stones is not to be expressed ; for a large 
quantity of those that were rare of that kind was collected 
together. Their roofs were also wonderful, both for the 
length of the beams, and the splendour of their ornaments. 
The number of the rooms was also very great, and the va- 
riety of the figures that were about them was prodigious ; 
their furniture was complete, and the greatest part of the 
vessels that were put in them was of silver and gold. There 
were besides many porticoes, one beyond another, round 
about, and in each of those porticoes curious pillars ; yet 
were all the courts that were exposed to the air everywhere 

frreen. There were moreover several groves of trees, and 
ong walks through them,*with deep canals and cisterns, that 
in several parts were filled with brazen statutes, through 
which the water ran out. There were withal many dove- 
courts* of tame pigeons alK)ut the canals. But indeed it is 
not possible to give a complete description of these palaces ; 
and the very remembrance of them is a torment to one, as 
putting one m mind what vastly rich buildings that fire which 
was kindled by the robbers hath consumed : for these were 
not burnt by the Romans, but by these internal plotters, as 
we have already related in the beginning of their rebellion. 
That fire began at the tower of Antonia, and went on to the 
palaces, and consumed the upper parts of the three towers 
thcnioelves. 



CHAP. Y. 
A Description of the Tempk. 

§ 1. Now this temple, as I have already said, was built upon 
a strong hill. At first the plain at the top was hardly sui*- 
ficient for the holy house ana the altar ; for the ground about 
it was very uneven, and like a precipice ; but when king 
Solomon, who was the person that built the temple, and 
built a wall to it, on its cast side, there was then aaded one 
cloister, founded on a bank cast up for it, and on the other 
parts the holy house stood naked. But in future ages the 
people added new banks,-!- and the hill became a larger 

* These dove-courts in Josephus, built by Herod the Great, ate, in the o])i- 
nion of Ueland, the very »aaie that are mentioned by the Talmudists, and 
named by them Hcrod'a dove-cowrtg. Nor is there any reason to suppose other- 
wise, since in both accounts they were expressly tame pigeons which were kept 
in them. 

*f See the description of the temples hereto belonging, chap. zv. But note, 
that what Josephus licre says of the original scantiness of this Mount Moriah, 
that it was quite too little for tlie temjxle, and that nt first it held only one 
cloister, or ^-ourt of Solomon*s building, and tliat the foundations were forced 
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plain. They then broke down the wall on the north side, 
and took in as much as sufficed afterward for the compass of 
the entire temple. And when they had built walls on three 
sides of the temple round about, from the bottom of the hill, 
and had performed a work that was greater than could be 
hoped for (in which work long ages were spent by them, as 
well as all their sacred treasures were exhausted, which were 
still replenished by those tributes which were sent to God 
from the whole habitable earth), they then encompassed 
their upper courts with cloisters, as well as they [afterward] 
did the lowest [court of the] temple. The lowest part of 
this was erected to the height of three hundred cubits, and 
in some places more ; yet did not the entire depth of the 
foundations appear, for they brought earth and filled up the 
valleys, as bemg desirous to make them on a level with the 
narrow streets of the city, wherein they made use of stones 
of forty cubits in magnitude : for the great plenty of money 
they then had, and the liberality of the people, made this • 
attempt of theirs to succeed to an incredible degree. And 
what could not be so much as hoped for as ever to be ac- 
complished, was, by perseverance and length of time, brought 
to perfection. 

2. Now for the works that were above these foundations, 
these were not unworthy of such foundations ; for all the 
cloisters were double, and the pillars to them belonging were 
twenty-five cubits in height, and supported the cloisters. 
These pillars were of one entire stone each of them, and that 
stone was white marble; and the roofs were adorned with 
cedar, curiously graven. The natural magnificence, and ex- 
cellent polish, and the harmony of the joints in these cloisters, 
afforded a prospect that was very remarkable ; nor was it on 
the outside adorned with any work of the painter or engraver. 
The cloisters [of the outmost court] were in breadth thirty 
cubits, while the entire compass of it was by measure six fur- 
longs, including the tower of Antonia ; tnose entire courts 
that were exposed to the air were laid with stones of all sorts. 
When you go through these [first] cloisters unto the second 
[court of the] temple, there was a partition, made of stone 
all round, whose height was three cubits; its construction was 

to be added long afterwards by degrees, to render it capable of the cloisters for 
the other courts, &c., is without all foundation in the scriptures, and not at all 
confirmed by his exacter account in the Antiquities. All that is or can be true 
here is this, that when the court of the Gentiles was long afterwards to be en- 
compastsed with cloisters, the southern foundation for these doisters was found 
not to be large or firm enough, and was raised, and that additional foundation 
»upported by great pillars and arolies underground, which Josephus speaks of 
elsewhere, Antiq. B. xt. ch. xi. sect 3, vol. iii. and which ^Ir. Maundrell saw 
and describes, page 100, as extant undergroand at this day. 
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very elegant : upon it stood pillars at equal distances from 
one another, declaring the law of purity, some in Greek, and 
some in Roman letters, that no Jbretgner should go within 
thai sanctuary ; for that second [court of the] temple was 
called the Sanctuart/^ and was ascended to by fourteen steps 
from the first court. This court was four-square, and had 
a wall about it peculiar to itself; the height of its buildings, 
although it were on the outside forty cubits, was hidden by 
the steps, and on the inside that height was but twenty-five 
cubits ;* for it being built over against a higher part of the 
hill with steps, it was no farther to be entirely discerned with- 
in, being covered by the hill itself. Beyond these fourteen 
steps there was the distance of ten cubits ; this was all plain : 
whence there were other steps, each of five cubits a-piece, 
that led to the gates ; which gates on the north and south 
sides were eight, on each of those sides four, and of neces- 
sity two on the east. For since there was a partition built 
for the women on that side, as the proper place wherein they 
were to worship, there was a necessity of a second gate for 
them ; this gate was cut out of its wall over against the first 
gate. There was also on the other sides one southern and 
one northern gate, through which was a passage into the 
court of the women ; for as to the other gates, the women 
were not allowed to pass tlirough them ; nor when they went 
through their own gate could they go beyond their own wall. 
This place was allotted to the women of our own country, 
and of other countries, provided they were of the same na- 
tion, and that equally ; the western part of this court had no 
gate at all, but the wall was built entire on that side. But 
then the cloisters which were betwixt the gates extended 
from the wall inward before the chambers; for they were 
supported by very fine and large pillars. These cloisters 
were single, and excepting dieir magnitude, were no way in- 
ferior to those of the lower court. 

3. Now nine of these gates were on every side covered 
over with gold and silver, as were the jambs of their doors 



* What Jotq>hu8 seems here to mean is this, that these pillars, supporting 
the cloisters in the second court, had their foundations or lowest parts as deep as 
the floor of the flrst or lowest court ; but that so far of those lowest parts as 
were equal to the elevation of the upper floor above the lowest, were, and must 
be, hidden on the inside by the ground or rock itself on which tliat upper court 
was built ; so that forty cubits visible below were reduced to twenty-five visible 
above, and implies the difference of their heights to be fifteen cubits. The 
main difficulty lies here, how fourteen or fifteen steps sliould give an ascent of 
fif^n cubits, half a cubit seeming sufficient for a single step. Possibly there 
were fourteen or fifteen steps at the partition wall, and fourteen or fifteen more 
thence into the court itself, which would bring the whole near to the just pro- 
portion. See sect. 3, infra. Bat I determine nothing. 
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and their lintels ; but there was one gate that was without 
the [inward court of] the holy house which was of Corin- 
thian brass, and greatly excelled those that were only covered 
over with silver and gold. Each gate had two doors, whose 
height was severally thirty cubits, and their breadth fifteen. 
However, they had large spaces within of thirty cubits, and 
had on each side-rooms, and those, both in breadth and in 
length, built like towers, and their haght was above forty 
cubits. Two pillars did also support these rooms, and were 
in circumference twelve cubits. Now tl>e magnitudes of the 
other gates were equal one to another ; but that over the 
Corinthian gate, which opened on the east over against the 
gate of the holy house itself, was much larger ; for its height 
was fifty cubits, and its doors were forty cubits ; and it was 
adorned after a most costly manner, as having much richef * 
and thicker plates of silver and gold upon them than the 
other. These nine gates had that silver and gold poured 
upon them by Alexander the father of Tiberius. Now there 
were fifteen steps, which led from the wall of the court of 
the women to this greater gate ; whereas those that led thi- 
ther from the other gates were five steps shorter. 

4. As to the holy house itself, which was placed in the midst 
[of the inmost court], that most sacred part of the temple, it 
was ascended to by twelve steps ; and in front its height and 
its breadth were equal, and each a hundred cubits, though 
it was behind forty cubits narrower ; for on its front it had 
what may be styled shoulders on each side, that passed twenty 
cubits farther. Its first gate was seventy cubits high, and 
twenty.five cubits broad : but this gate had no doors, for it 
represented the universal viability of heaven, and that it 
cannot be excluded from any place. Its front was covered 
with gold all over, and through it the first part of the house, 
tha/t was more inward, did' all of it appear ; which, as it was 
v^ry large, so did all the parts about the more inward gate 
appear to shine to those that saw them : but then, as the en- 
tire house was divided into two parts within, it was only the 
first part of it that was open to our view. Its height ex- 
tended all along to ninety cubits in height, and its length was 
fifty cubits, and its breadth twenty. But that gate which was 
at this end of the first part of the house was, as we have al- 
ready observed, all over covered with gold, as was its whole 
wall about it ; it had also golden vines above it, from which 
clusters of grapes hung as tall as a man^s height. But then 
this house, as it was divided into two parts, the inner part 
was lower than the appearance of the outer, and had golden 
doors of fifty-five cubits altitude, and sixteen in breadth ; 
but before these doors there was a veil of equal largeness with 
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the doors. It was a Babylonian curtain, embroidered with 
blue and fine linen, and scarlet and purple, and of a con- 
texture that was truly wonderful. Nor was this mixture of 
colours without its mystical interpretation, but was a kind of 
image of the universe ; for by the scarlet there seemed to be 
enigmatically signified fire, by the fine flax the earth, by the 
blue the air, and by the purple the sea ; two of them having 
their colours the foundation of this resemblance ; but the fine 
flax and the purple have their own origin for that foundation, 
the earth producing the one and the sea the other. This 
curtain hau also embroidered upon it all that was mystical in 
the heavens, excepting that of the [twelve] signs, represent- 
ing living creatures. 

5. When any person entered into the temple, its floor re- 
ceived them. This part of the temple therefore was in height 
sixty cubits, and its length the same ; whereas its breadth 
was but twenty cubits ; but still that sixty cubits in length 
was divided again, and the first part of it cut off at forty 
cubits, and had in it three things that were very wonderful 
and famous among all mankind, the candlestick, the table [of 
shew bread], and the altar of incense. Now the seven lamps 
signified the seven planets ; for so many there were springing 
out of the candlestick. Now the twelve loaves that were 
upon the table signified the circle of the zodiac and the year ; 
but the altar of incense, by its thirteen kinds of sweet smell- 
ing spices, with which the sea replenished it, signified that 
God is the possessor of all things that are both in the un- 
inhabitable and habitable parts of the earth, and that they 
are all to be dedicated to his use. But the inmost part of 
the temple of all was of twenty cubits. This was also se- 
parted from the outer part by a veil. In this there was 
nothing at all. It was inaccessible and inviolable, and not to 
be seen by any ; and was called the Holy of Holies. Now 
about the sides of the lower part of the temple there were 
little houses, with passages out of one into another ; there 
were a great many of them, and they were of three stories 
high ; there were also entrances on each side into them from 
the gate of the temple. But the superior part of the temple 
had no such little houses any farther, because the temple was 
there narrower, and forty cuuits higher, and of a smaller body 
than the lower parts of it. Thus we collect that the whole 
height, including the sixty cubits from the floor, amounted to 
a hundred cubits. 

6. Now the outward face of the temple in its front wanted 
nothing that was likely to surprise either men''s minds or their 
oyes ; for it was covered all over with plates of gold of great 
weight, and, at the first rising of the sun, reflected back a 
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^7 fierj splendour, and made those who forced tbemselres 
to look upon it to turn their eyes away, just as they would 
have done at the sun'^s own rays. But this temple appeared 
to strangers, when they were coming to it at a distance, likd 
a mountain covered with snow ; for as to those parts of it 
that were not gilt, they were exceeding white. On itsitop it 
had spikes with sharp points, to prevent any pollution of it 
by birds sitting upon it. Of its stones, some of them were 
fc»:ty-five cubits in length, five in height, and six in breadth. 
Before this temple stood the altar, fifteen cubits high, and 
equal botli in length and breadth ; each, of which dimensions 
was fifty cubits. The figure it was built in was a square, and 
it had comers like horns; and the passage up to it was by an 
insensible acclivity. It was formed without any iron tool, 
nor did any such iron tool so much as touch it at any time. 
There was also a wall of partitbn, about a cubit in height, 
made of fine stones, and so as to be grateful to the sight ; 
this encompassed the holy house and the altar, and kept the 
people that were on the outside off from the priests. More<» 
over, those that had the gonorrhea and the leprosy were 
excluded out of the city entirely ; women also, when tlieir 
courses were upon them, were shut out of the temple ; nor, 
when they were free from that impurity, were they allowed 
to go beyond the limit before mentioned : men also, that were 
not thoroughly pure, were prohibited to come into the inner 
[court of the] temple ; nay, the priests themselves that were 
not pure were prohibited to come into it also. 

7. Now all those of the stock of the priests, that could not 
minister by reason of some defect in their bodies, came witbin 
the partition, together with those that had no such imperfec- 
tion, and had their share with them by reason of their stocky 
but still made use of none except their own private garments ; 
for nobody but he that officiated had on his sacred garments : 
but then those priests that were without any blemish upon 
them went up to the altar clothed in fine linen. They ab- 
stained chiefly from wine out of this fear, lest otherwise they 
should transgress some rules of their ministration. The higa« 
priest did also go up with them ; not always indeed, but on 
the seventh days and new moons, and if any festivals belongs 
ing to our nation, which we celebrate every year, happened. 
When he officiated, he had on a pair of breeches that reached 
beneath his privy parts to his thighs, and had on an inner 
garment of linen, together with a blue garment, round, with- 
out scam, with fringe-work, and reaching to the feet. There 
were also golden bells that hung upon the fringes, and pome« 
granates intermixed among tbem. The bells signified thun- 
der, and the pomegranates lightning. But that girdle that 

VOL. IV. L 
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tied the garment to the breast was embroidered with five rows 
of various colours, of gold, and purple, and scarlet, as also 
of fine linen and blue, with which colours we told you before 
the veils of the temple were embroidered also. The like 
embroidery was \\\K)n the ephod ; but the quantity of gold 
thereiwwas greater. Its figure was that of a stomacher for 
the breast. There were upon it two golden buttons like 
small shields, which buttoned the ephod to the garment ; in 
these buttons were enclosed two very large and very excellent 
sardonyxes, having the names of the tribes of that nation en- 
graved upon them : on the other part were hung twelve stones, 
three in a row one way, and four in the other ; a sardius, a 
topaz, and an emerald ; a curbuncle, a jasper, and a sapphire ; 
an agate, an amethyst, and a ligure ; an onyx, a beryl, and a 
chrysolite ; upon every one of which was again engraved one 
of the forementioned names of the tribes. A mitre also of fine 
linen encompassed his head, which was tied by a blue rib- 
band, about which there was another golden crown, in which 
was engraven the sacred name [of God] ; it consists of four 
vowels. However, the high-priest did not wear these gar- 
ments at other times, but a more plain habit ; he only did it 
when he went into the most sacrea part of the temple, which 
he did but once in a year, on that day when our custom is 
for all of us to keep a fast to God. And thus much concern- 
ing the city and the temple ; but for the customs and laws 
hereto relating, we shall speak more accurately another 'time ; 
for there remain a great many things thereto relating, which 
have not been here touched upon. 

8. Now, as to the tower of Antonia, it was situated at the 
comer of two cloisters of the court of the temple, of that on 
the west, and that on the north ; it was erected upon a rock 
of fifty cubits in height, and was on a great precipice ; it was 
the work of king Herod, wherein hedemonstratea his natural 
magnanimity. In the first place, the rock itself was covered 
over with smooth pieces of stone from its foundation, both 
for ornament, and that any one, who would either try to get 
up or to go down it, might not be able to hold his feet upon 
it. Next to this, and before you come to the edifice of the 
tower itself, there was a wall three cubits high ; but within 
that wall all the space of the tower of Antonia itself was buijt 
upon, to the height of forty cubits. The inward parts had 
the largeness and form of a palace, it being parted into all 
kinds of rooms and other conveniences, sucn as courts, and 
places for bathing, and broad spaces for camps ; insomuch 
that, by having all conveniences that cities wanted, it might 
seem to be composed of several cities ; but by its magnifi- 
cence, it seemed a palace : and as the entire structure resem- 
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bled that of a tower, it contained also four other distinct 
towers at its four corners ; whereof the others were but fifty 
cubits high, whereas that which lay upon the south>east cor- 
ner was seventy cubits high, that from thence the whole tem*- 
ple might be viewed : but on the corner, where it joined to 
the two cloisters of the temple, it had passages down to them 
both, through which the guards (for there always lay in this 
tower a Roman legion) went several ways among the clois- 
ters with their arms on the Jewish festivals, in order to watch 
'the people, that they might not there attempt to make any 
innovations ; for the temple was a fortress that guarded the 
city, as was the tower of Antonia a ^uard to the temple ; and 
in that tower were the guards of those three.* There was 
also a peculiar fortress belonging to the uppei* city, which 
was Herod^s palace ; but for the hill Bezetha, it was divided 
from the tower of Antonia, as we have already told you ; and 
as that hill on which the tower of Antonia stood was the 
highest of these three, so did it adioin to the new city, and 
was the only place that hindered tne sight of the temple on 
the north. And this shall suffice at present to have spoken 
about the city and the walls about it, oecause I have purposed 
to myself to make a more accurate description of it else- 
where. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Concerning the Tyrants Simon and John. How alsOy as 
TUus was goinff round the Wall of the City^ Nicaiior 
was wounded by a Dart ; which Accident provoked Titus 
to press on the Siege, 

§ 1. Now the warlike. men that were in the city, and the 
multitude of the seditious that were with Simon, were ten 
thousand, besides the Idumeans. Those ten thousand had 
fifty commanders, over whom this Simon was supreme. The 
Idumeans that pmd him homage were five thousand, and had 
eight commanders, among whom those of greatest fame were 
Jacob the son of Sosas, and Simon the son of Cathlas. John, 
who had seized upon the temple, had six thousand armed 
men, under twenty commanders ; the zealots also that had 
come over to him, and left off their opposition, were two 
thousand four hundred, and had the same commander that 
the^ had formerly, Eleazar, together with Simon, the son of 
Annus. Now, while these factions fought one against an- 
other, the people were their prey on both sides, as we have 

* Those three guards that lay in the tower of Antonia must be those that 
guarded the city, the temple, and that tower of Antonia. 

l2 
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uaA already ; and that port of the j>Qopie which would not 
join with tnem in their wicked practices were plundered by 
both factions. Simon held the upper city, and the great wall 
as far as Cedron, and as much of the cud wall as bent from 
Siloam to the east, and which )rent down to the palace of 
Monobazus, who was king of the Adiabeni beyond Euphrates; 
he also held that fountain, and the Acra, which was no 
other than the lower city ; he also held all that reached to the 
palace of queen Helena, the mother of Monobazus. But 
John held the temple, and the parts thereto adjoining, for a 
great way, as also Ophla, and tne valley called the Valley tf 
Cedron : and when the parts that were interposed between 
tlieir possessions were burnt by them, they left a space wherein 
they might fight with each other ; for this internal sedition 
did not cease even when the Romans were encamped near 
their very walls. But although they had grown wiser at the 
first onset the Romans made upon them, this lasted but a 
while ; for they returned to their former madness, and sepo- 
mted one from another, and fought it out, and did every thing 
that the besiegers could desire them to do ; for they never 
suffered any tlung that was worse from the Romans than they 
made each other suffer; nor was there any misery endured 
by the city, after these men^s actions, that could be esteemed 
new. But it was most of all unhappy before it was over- 
thrown, while those that took it did it a greater kindn^s ; for 
I venture to affirm, that the sedition destroyed the city, and 
the Romans destroyed the sedition, which it was a much 
harder thing to do than to destroy the walls ; so that we may 
justly ascribe our misfortunes to our own people, and the just 
vengeance taken on them to the Romans ; as to which mat- 
ter, let every one determine by the actions on both sides. 

S. Now, when affairs within the city were in this posture, 
Titus went round the city on the outside with some chosen 
horsemen, and looked about for a proper place where he 
might make an impression upon the walls ; but as he was in 
doubt where he could possibly make an attack on any side 
(fv the place was no way accessible where the valleys were, 
and on the other side the first wall appeared too strong to be 
shaken by the engines), he thereupon tnought it best to make 
his assault upon the monument of John the high-priest ; for 
there it was that the first forufication was lower, and the se- 
cond was not joined to it, the builders neglecting to build the 
wall strong where the new city was not much inhabited : here 
also was an easy passage to the third wall, through which 
he thought to take the upper city, and, through the tower of 
Antonia, the temple itself. But at this time, as he was going 
round about the city, one of his friends, whose name was 
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NicanoTf was wouQded with a dart on his left shoulder, as ha 
approached, together with Josephua, too near the wail, and 
attempted to discourse to those tiiat were upon the wall about 
teims of peace ; for he was a person known by thea. On 
this account it was that Cassar, as soon as he knew their re- 
hemence, that thej would not bear e\^en such as approadied 
them to persuade them to what tended to their own preaer^ 
TAtton, was provoked to press on the siege. He also, at the 
same time, gave his soldiers leave to set the suburbs on fire, 
and oidered that ihey should bring timber together, and raise 
banks against the city ; and when he had parted his army 
into three parts, inoraer to set about tliose works, he placed 
ihote tlua shot darts, and the arcliers, in tlie midst of the 
banks that were then raising ; before whom he placed those 
engines that threw javelins, and darts, and stones, that he 
might prevent the enemy from sallying out upon their works, 
aad might hinder those that were upon the wall from being 
able to obstruct them. So die trees were now cut down im* 
mediately, and the suburbs left naked. But now while the 
timber was carrying to raise the banks, and the whole army 
was earnestly ei^aged in tlieir works, the Jews were not 
however quiet; and it happened that the people of Jeruaaleai, 
who had been hitherto plundered and murdered, were now 
of good coun^, and supposed they should have a breathing 
time, while the others were very busy in opposing their ene- 
mies (V'ithout the city, and that they sliould now be avenged 
on those that had been the authors of their miseries, in case 
the Romans did but get the victory. 

8. However, John staid behind out of his fear of Simon, 
even while his own men were earnest in making a sally upon 
their enemies without. Yet did not Simon lie still ; for he 
lay near the place of the siege : he brought his engines of 
war, and disposed of them at due distances upon the wall, 
both those which they took from Cestius formerly, and those 
which they got when they seized the gajrison that lay in the 
tower Antonia. But though they had these engines in their 
possession, they had so little skill in using them, that they 
were in a great measure useless to them ; but a few there were 
who had been taught by deserters how to use them, which 
they did use, though after an awkward manner. So they cast 
stones and arrows at those that were making the banks ; they 
also ran out upon them by companies, and fought with them. 
Now those that were at work covered themselves with hur- 
dles spread over their banks, and their engines were opposed 
to them when they made their excursions. These engines, 
that all the legions had ready prepared for them, were admi- 
rably contrived ; but still more extraordinar}' ones belonged 
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to the tenth legion ; those that threw darts and those that 
threw stones were more forcible and lar^r than the rest, by 
which they not only repelled the excursions of the Jews, but 
drove those away that were upon tlie walls also. Now the 
stones that were cast were of the weight of a talent, and 
were carried two furlongs and farther. The blow they gave 
was no way to be sustained, not only by thosis that stood first 
in the way, but by those that were beyond them for a great 
space. As for the Jews, they at first watched the coming of 
the stone ; for it was of a white colour, and could therefore 
not only be perceived by the great noise it made, but could 
be seen also before it came by its brightness : accordingly the 
watchmen that sat upon the towers gave them notice when 
the engine was let go, and the stone came from it, and cried 
out aloud in their own country language. The son cometh;* 
so those that were in its way stood off, and threw themselves 
down upon the ground ; by which means, and by their thus 
guarding themselves, the stone fell down, and did them no 
harm. But the Romans contrived how to prevent that by 
blacking the stone, who then could aim at them with success, 
when the stone was not discerned beforehand, as it had been 
till then ; and so they destroyed many of them at one blow. 
Yet did not the Jews, under all this distress, permit the Ro- 
mans to riuse their banks in quiet ; but they shrewdly and 

* What should be the meaning of this signal or watchword, when the watch- 
man saw a. stone coming from the engine. The soh cometh, or what mistake 
there is in the reading, I cannot telL The M'SS. both Greek and L^tin, all 
agree in this reading ; and I cannot approve of any groundless conjectural al- 
teration of the text from TI02 to IDS, that not the son or a atone, but that the 
arrow or dart cometk ; as hath been made by Dr. Hudson, and not corrected by 
Havercamp. Had Josephus written even his first edition of these books of the 
war in pure Hebrew, or bad the Jews then used the pure Hebrew at Jerusalem, 
the Hebrew word for a son is so like that for a atone, Ben and Eben, that such 
a correction might have been more easily admitted. But Josephus wrote his 
former edition for the use of the Jews beyond Euphrates, and so in the Chaldee 
language, as be did this second edition in the Greek htngusge ; and Bar was 
the Chaldee word for son, instead of the Hebrew Ben, and was used not only in 
Chaldea, &c. but in Judea also, as the New Testament informs us. Dio also 
lets us know that the very Romans at Rome pronounced the name of Simon, 
the son of Georas. Bar Porat for Bar Giorat, as we learn from Xiphiline, p. 
217' Rcland Uxes notice that ^^ many will here lock for a mystery, as though 
the meaning were that the Son of God came now to take vengeance on the sins 
of the Jewish nation ;** which is indeed the truth of the fact, but hardly what 
the Jews could now mean ; unless possibly by way of derision of Christ's thifat- 
enings so often made, that he would come at the head of the Roman army for 
their destruction. But even this interpretation has but a very small degree of 
piobability. If I were to make an emendation by mere conjecture, I would read 
nETPOS instead of TIGS, though the likeness be not so great as in lOS ; be- 
cause tliat is the word used by Josephus just before, as I have already noted on 
this very occasbn ; while IDS, an arrowt or dart, is only a poetical word, and 
never used by Jostphus clseitfhere, and is indeed no way suitable to tlie occasion, 
tills engine not throwing arrows or darts, but great stones, at this time. 
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boldly exerted themselves, and repelled them both by night 
and by day. 

4. And now, upon the finishing the Roman works, the 
workmen measured the distance there wa^ from the wall, and 
this by lead and a line, which they threw to it from their 
banks ; for they could not measure it any otherwise, because 
the Jews would shoot at them if they came to measure it 
themselves; and when they found that tne engines could reach 
the wall, they brought them thither. Then did Titus set his 
engines at proper distances, so much nearer to the wall, that 
the Jews might not be able to repel them, and gave orders 
tliey should go to work ; and when thereupon a prodigious 
noise echoed round about from three places, and tiiat on the 
sudden, there was a great noise made by the citizens that 
were within the city, and no less a terror fell upon the sedi- 
tious themselves, whereupon both sorts, seeing the common 
danger they were in, contrived to make a like defence. So 
those of different factions cried out one to another, that they 
acted entirely as in concert wiih their enemies ; whereas they 
ought, however, notwithstanding God did not grant them a 
lasting concord, in their present circumstances, to lay aside 
their enmities one ag^nst another, and to unite together 
against the Romans. Accordingly Simon gave those that 
came from the temple leave, by proclamation, to go upon the 
wall ; John also himself, though he cuuld not believe that 
Simon was in earnest, gave them the same leave : so on both 
sides they laid aside their hatred and their peculiar quarrels, 
and formed themselves into one liody. They then ran round 
the walls, and having a vast number of torches v/ith them, 
they threw them at die machines and shot darts perpetually 
upon those that impelled those engines which battered the 
wall ; nay, the bolder sort leaped out by troops upon the hur- 
dles that covered the machines, and pulled them to pieces, 
and fell upon those that belonged tu them, and beit them, 
not so much by any skill they had, as principally by the lx)ld- 
ness of their attacks. However, Titus himself still sent 
assistance to those that were the hardest set, and placed both 
horsemen and archers on the several sides of the engines, and 
thereby beat off those that brought the fire to them ; he also 
thereby reixjlled those that shot stones or darto from the 
towers, and then set the engines to work in good earnest : 
yet did not the wall yield to these blows, excepting -vhcrc 
the battering ram of the fifteenth legion moved tlie corner of 
a tower, while the wall itself continued unhurt ; for the wall 
was not presently in the. same danger with t!it? tower, which 
was extant far above it ; nor could the fall of that part of the 
tower easily break down any part of the wall itself together 
with it. 
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5. And now the Jews intermitted their sallies for awhile ; 
but when they observed the Romans dispersed all abroad at 
their works, and in their several camps (for they thought the 
Jews had retired out of weariness and fear), these all at once 
made a sally at the tower Hippicus, through an obscure gate^ 
and Vtt the same time brought fire to burn the works, and 
went boldly up to the Romans, and to their very fortifications 
themselves; where, at the cry they made, those that were near 
came presently to their assistance, and those farther off came 
running after them. And here the boldnessof the Jews waa 
too hard for the good order of the Romans ; and as they 
beat those whom they first fell upon, so they pressed upon 
those that were now gotten together. So this fight about the 
machines was very hot, while the one side tried hard to set 
them on fire, and the other side to prevent it ; on both sides 
there was a confused cry made, and many of those in the fore- 
front of the battle were slain. However, the Jews were now 
too hard for the Romans, by the furious assaults they made 
like madmen ; and the fire caught hold of the works, and 
both all those works and the engines themselves had been in 
danger of being burnt, had not many of those select soldiers 
that came from Alexandria opposed diemselves to prevent it ; 
and had they not behaved diemselves with greater courage 
than they themselves supposed they could have done ; for 
they outdid those in this fight that had greater reputation 
than themselves before. This was the state of things, till 
Caesar took the stoutest of his horsemen, and attacked the 
enemy, when he himself slew twelve of those that were in the 
fore-front of the Jews ; which death of these men, when the 
rest of the multitude saw, they gave way, and he pursued 
them, and drove them all into the city, and saved the works 
from the fire. Now it happened at this fight, that a certain 
Jew was taken alive, wlio by Titus^s order was crucified be- 
fore the wall, to see whether the rest of them would be 
afirightcd, and abate of their obstinacy. But after the Jews 
were retired, John, who was commander of the Idumeans, 
and was talking to a certain soldier of his Acquaintance be* 
fore the wall, wa^ wounded by a dart shot at him by an Ara- 
luan, and died immediately, leaving the greatest lamentation 
to the Jews, and sorrow to the seditious ; for he was a man 
of great eminence, both for his actions and his conduct also. 
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CHAP. VII. 

How One of the Towers erected by tli€ Romans Jell down qf 
its own accord; and flow the Romans^ after great Slatcghter 
had been made^ got Possession qf the first Wall, Howtalso 
Titus made his Assaults upon the Second Wall ; as also 
concerning Longinus the Roman, and Castor the Jew. 

§ 1. Now OQ the next night, a surprising disturbance fell 
upon the Romans ; for whereas Titus had given orders for 
the erection of three towers of fifty cubits high, that by set- 
ting men upon them at every bank, he mignt from thence 
drive those away who were upon the wall, it so happened 
that one of these towers fell down about midnight ; and as 
its fall made a very great noise, fear fell upon the army, and 
they supposing that the enemy was coming to attack them, 
ran all to their arms. Whereupon a disturbance and a tumult 
arose among the legions; and as nobody could tell what had 
happened, they went on after a disconsolate manner ; and 
seeing no enemy appeared, they were afraid one of another, 
and every one demanded of his neighbour the watchword, 
with great earnestness, as though the Jews had invaded their 
camp. And now were they like people under a panic fear, 
till Titus was informed of what had happened, and gave 
orders that all should be acquainted witli it; and then, 
though with some difficulty, they got clear of the disturb- 
ance they had been under. 

2. Now these towers were very troublesome to the Jews, 
who otherwise opposed the Romans very courageously ; for 
they shot at them out of their lighter engines, from those 
towers, as they did also by those that threw darts, and the 
archers, and those that flung stones. For neither could the 
Jews reach those that were over them, by reason of iheit 
height, and it was not practicable to take them, nor to over* 
turn tliem, they were so heavy, nor to set them on fire, be- 
cause they were covered with plates of iron. So they retired 
out of the reach of the darts, and did no longer endeavour to 
hinder the impressions of their rams, which, by continually 
beating upon the wall,* did gradually prevail against it ; so 
that the wall already gave way to the Nico, for by that name 
did the Jews themselves call the greatest of their engines, be- 
cause it conquered all things. And now they were for a long 
while grown weary of fighting, and of keeping guards, and 
were retired to lodge in the night-times at a distance from the 
wall. It was on other accounts also thought by them to be 
superfluous to guard the wall, there being besides that, two 
other fortifications still remaining, and they being slothful, 
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and their counsels having been ill concerte4 on all occasions ; 
so a great many grew lazy and retired. Then the Romans 
mounted the breach, where Nico had made one, and all the 
Jews left the guarding that wall, and retreated to the second 
wall ; so those that had gotten over that wall opened the 

Sites, and received all the army within it. And thus did the 
omans get possession of this first wall on the fifteenth day 
of the siege, which was the seventh day of the month Artimi- 
sius [Jyar], when they demolished a great part of it, as well 
as they did of the northern parts of the city, which had been 
demolished also by Cestius formerly. 

3. And now Titus pitched his camp within the city, at that 
place which was called the Camp of the AssyrianSy having 
seized upon all that lay as far as Cedron, but took care to be 
out of the reach of the Jews' darts. He then presently began 
his attacks, upon which the Jews divided themselves into 
several bodies, and courageously. defended that wall; while 
John and his faction did it from the tower of Antonia, and 
from the northern cloister of the temple, and fought the Ro- 
mans before the monuments of king Alexander ; and Simon's 
army also took for their share the spot of ground that was 
near John's monument, and fortified it as far as to that gate 
where water was brought into the tower Hippicus. How- 
ever, the Jews made violent sallies, and that frequently also, 
and in Ixxlies together, out of the gates, and there fought the 
Romans ; and when they were pursued all togetlier to the 
wall, they were beaten in those fights, as wanting the skill of 
the Romans. But when they fought them from the walls, 
they were too hard for them ; the liomans being encouraged 
by their power, joined to their skill, as were the Jews by 
their boldness, which was nourished by the fear they were in, 
and that hardiness which is natural to our nation under cala- 
mities ; they were also encouraged still by the hope of deliver, 
ancc, as were the Romans by their hopes of subduing them 
in a little time. Nor did either side grow weary ; but attacks 
and fightings upon the wall, and perpetual sallies out in 
bodies, were there all the day long ; nor were there any sort 
of warlike engagements that were not then put in use. And 
the night itself had much ado to part them, when they began 
to fight in the momitig ; nay, the night itself was passed with- 
out sleep on both sides, and was more une'&sy than the day to 
them, while the one was afraid lest the wall should be taken, 
and the other, lest the Jews should make sallies upon their 
camps; both sides also lay in their armour during the night- 
time, and thoreby were ready, at the first appearance of light, 
to go to the battle. Now among the Jews, the ambition was, 
who should imdcrgo the first dangers, and thereby gratify 
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their commanders. Above all, they had a great veneration 
and dread of Simon ; and to that degree was he regarded by 
everyone of those that were under him, that at his command 
they were very ready to kill themselves with their own hands. 
What made the Romans so courageous was their usual cus« 
tom of conquering, and disuse of being defeated ; their con- 
stant wars, and perpetual warlike exercises, and the gran- 
deur of ,their dominion ; and, what was now their chief en- 
couragement, Titus, who was present everywhere with them 
all ; ror it appeared a terrible thing to grow weary while 
Caesar was there, and fought bravely as well as they did, and 
was himself at once an eye-witness of such as behaved them- 
selves valiantly, and he who was to reward them also. It 
was, besides, esteemed an advantage at present to have any 
one^s valour known by Caesar, on which account many of 
them appeared to have more alacrity than strength to answer 
it. And now as the Jews were about this time standing in 
array before the wall, and that in a strong body, and while 
botli parties were throwing their darts at each other, Longi- 
nus, one of the equestrian order, leaped out of the army of 
the Romans, andleaped into the very midst of the army of 
the Jews ; and as they dispersed themselves upon this attack, 
he slew two of their men of the greatest courage ; one of them 
he struck in his mouth as he was coming to meet him ; the 
other was slain by him by that very dart which he drew out 
of the body of the other, with which he ran this man through 
his side as he was running away from him ; and when he had 
done this, he first of all ran out of the midst of his enemies 
to h's own side. So this man signalized himself for his valour, 
and many there were who were ambitious of gaining the like 
reputation. And now the Jews were unconcernea at what 
they suffered themselves from the Romans, and were only 
solicitous about what mischief they could do them ; and death 
itself seemed a small matter to them, if at the same time 
they could but kill any one of their enemies. But Titus 
took care to secure his own soldiers from harm, as well as to 
have them overcome their enemies. He also said, that in- 
considerate violence was madness, and that this alone was the 
true courage, that was joined with good conduct. He there- 
fore commanded his men to take care when they fouffht their 
enemies, that they received no harm from them at tiie same 
time, and thereby shew themselves to be truly valiant men. 
4. And now Titus brouofht one of his entjines to the mid- 
die tower of the north part of the wall, in which a certain 
crafty Jew, whose name was Castor, lay in ambush, with ten 
others like himself, the rest being lied away by reason of the 
archers. These men lay still for awhile, as in great fear, 
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under their breast-plates ; but when the tower was shaken, 
they arose, and Castor did then stretch out his hand as a ne* 
titioner, and called for Csesar, and by his voice moired his 
compassion, and begged of him to have mercy upon them ; 
and Titus, in the innocency of his heart, believing him to be 
in earnest, and hoping that the Jews did now repent, stopped 
the working of the battering ram, and forbade them to shoot 
at the petitioners, and bid Castor say what he had a mind to 
say to him. He said that he would come down, if he would 
give him his right hand for his security. To which Titus re^ 
plied, that he was well pleased with such his agreeable con- 
duct, and would be well pleased if all the Jews would be of 
his mind, and that he was ready to give tlie like security to 
the city. Now five of the ten dissembled with him, and pre- 
tended to beg for mercy, while the rest cried out aloud, that 
they would never be slaves to the Romans while it was in 
their power to die in a state of freedom. Now while these 
men were quarrelling for a long while, the attack was delay* 
ed ; Castor also sent to Simon, and told him that they might 
take some time for consultation about what was to be done, 
because he would delude the power of the Romans for a con- 
siderable time. And at the same time that*4ie sent thus to 
him, he appeared openly to exhort those that were obstinate 
to accept of Titus^s hand for their security ; but they seemed 
very angry at it, and brandi^ied their naked swords upon the 
breast- works, and struck themselves upon their breasts, and 
fell down as if they had been slain. Hereupon Titus, and 
those with him, were amazed at the courage of the men ; 
and as they were not able to see exactly what was done, they 
admired at their great fortitude, and pitied their calamity. 
During this interval, a certain person snot a dart at Castor, 
and wounded him in ^his nose; whereupon he presently 
pulled out the dart and shewed it to Titus, and complained 
that this was unfair treatment ; so Caesar reproved him that 
shot the dart, and sent Josephus, who then stood by him, to 
give his right hand to Castor. But Josephus said that he 
would not go to him, because these pretended petitioners 
meant nothing that was good ; he also restrained those friends 
of his who were zealous to go to him. But still there was 
one Eneas, a deserter, who said he would go to him. Castor 
also called to them that somebody should come and receive 
the money which he had with him : this made Eneas the more 
earnestly to run to him with his bosom open. Then did Cas- 
tor take up a great stone, and threw it at him, which missed 
him, because he guarded himself against it, but still it 
wounded another soldier that was coming to him. When 
Ccesar understood that this was a delusion, he perceived that 
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mercy in war is a pemicious thing, because such cunning 
tricks have less place under the exercise of greater severity. 
So he caused the engine to work more strongly than before, 
on account of his anger at the deceit put upon him. But 
Castor and his companions set the tower on fire when it be- 
gan to give way, and leaped through the flame into a hidden 
vault that was under it ; which made the Romans farther sup- 
pose that they were men of great courage, as having cast 
themselves into the fire. 
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How the Romans took the Second Wall twice^ and got all 

ready for taking the Third Wall. 

S 1. Now Ccesar took this wall there on the fifth day after 
he had taken the first ; and when the Jews had fled from 
him, he entered into it with a thousand armed men, and 
those of his choice troops, and this at a place where were 
the merchants of wool, the braziers, and the market for cloth, 
and where the narrow streets led obliquely to the wall. Where- 
fore, if Titus had either demolished a larger part of the wall 
immediately, or had come in, and according to the law of 
war had made waste what was left, this victory would not, 
I suppose, have been mixed with any loss to himself. But 
now, out of the hope he had that he should make the Jews 
ashamed of their obstinacy, by not being willing, when he 
was able to afflict them more than he needed to do, he did 
not widen the breach of the wall in order to make a safer 
retreat upon occasion ; for he did not think they would lay 
snares for him that did them such a kindness. When, there- 
fore, he came in, he did not permit his soldiers to kill any 
of those they caught, nor to set fire to their houses neither ; 
nay, he gave leave to the seditious, if they had a mind, to 
fight without any harm to the people, and promised to restore 
the peoples' effects to them ; for he was very desirous to pre- 
serve the city for his own sake, and the temple for the sake 
of the city. As to the people, he had them of a long time 
ready to comply with his proposals ; but as to the fighting 
men, this humanity of his seemed a mark of his weakness, 
and they imagined that he made these propoals because he 
was not able to take the rest of the city. They also threatened 
death to the people, if they should any one of them say a 
word about a surrender. They moreover cut the throats of 
such as talked of a peace, and then attacked those Romans 
that were come withm the wall. Some of them they met in 
the narrow streets, and some they fought against from their 
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houses, while they made a sudden sally out at the upper 
gates, and assaulted such Romans as were beyond the wall, 
till those that guarded the wall were so affrighted that they 
leaped down from their towers, and retired to their several 
camps. Upon which a great noise was made by the Romans 
that were within, because they were encompassed round on 
every side by their enemies ; as also by them that were with- 
out, because they were in fear for those that were left in the 
city. Thus did the Jews grow more numerous perpetually, 
and had great advantages over the Romans by their full 
knowledge of those narrow lanes ; and they wounded a great 
many of them, and fell upon them, and drove them out of the 
city. Now these Romans were at present forced to make 
the best resistance they could ; for they were not able, in 
great numbers, to get out at the breach in the wall, it was so 
narrow. It is also probable, that all those that were gotten 
within had been cut to pieces, if Titus had not sent them suc- 
cours ; for he ordered the archers to stand at the upper ends 
of tliese narrower lanes, and he stood himself where was the 
greatest multitude of his enemies, and with his darts he put 
a stop to them ; as with him did Domitius Sabinus also, a 
valiant man, and one that in this battle appeared so to be. 
Thus did Caesar continue to shoot darts at the Jews conti- 
nually, and to hinder them from coming upon his men, and 
this until all his soldiers had retreated out of the city. 

2, And thus were the Romans driven out, after they had 
possessed themselves of the second wall. Whereupon the 
lighting men that were in the city were lifted up in their 
minds, and were elevated upon this their good success, and 
began to think that the Romans would never venture to come 
into the city any more ; and that, if they kept within it them- 
selves, they should not be any more conquered. For God 
had blinded their minds for the transgressions they had been 
guilty of, nor could they ^e how much greater forces the 
Romans had than those that were now expelled, no more 
than they could discern how a famine was creeping upon 
them ; for hitherto they had fed themselves out of the public 
miseries, and drank the blood of the city. But now poverty 
had for a long time seized upon the better part, and a great 
many had already died for want of necessaries ; although the 
seditious indeed supposed the destruction of the people to be 
an easement to themselves ; for they desired that none others 
might be preserved but such as were against a peace with 
the Romans, and were resolved to live in opposition to them ; 
and they were pleased when the multitude of those of a con- 
trary opinion were consumed, as being then freed from a 
heavy burden. And this was their disposition of mind with 
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regard to those that were within the city, whi)e they covered 
themselves with their armour, and prevented the Romans, 
when they were tryipg to get into the city again, and made a 
wall of their own bodies over against that part of the wall 
that was cast down. Thus did they valiantly defend them- 
selves for three days ; but on the fourth day they could not 
support themselves against the vehement assaults of Titus, 
but were compelled by force to fly whither they bad fled be- 
fore ; so he quietly possessed himself again of that wall, and 
demolished it entirely. And when he had put a garrison into 
the towers that were on the south parts of the city, he con- 
trived how he might assault the third wall.' 
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CHAP. IX. 



TituSf when the Jews were not at all mollified by hh leavh 
off the Siege Jor awhile^ set himself again to prosecute tKe 
same ; hut soon sent Josephus to discourse with his oxen 
Countrymen about Peace. 

§ 1. A RESOLUTION was now taken by Titus to relax the 
siege for a little while, and to^afibrd the seditious an inter- 
val for consideration, and to see whether the demolishing of 
their second wall would not n]akc them a litde more com- 
pliant, or whether they were not somewhat afraid of a famine, 
because the spoils they had gotten by rapine would not be 
sufficient for them long ; so he made use of this relaxation 
in order to compass his own designs. Accordingly, as the 
usual appointed time, when he must distribute subsistence- 
money to the soldiers, was now come, he gave orders that 
the commanders should put the army into battle array, in the 
face of the enemy, and then give every one of the soldiers 
their pay. So the soldiers, according to custom, opened the 
cases wherein their arms before lay covered, and marched 
with their breast- plates on, as did the horsemen lead their 
horses in their flne trappings. Then did the places that were 
before the city shine very splendidly for a great way ; nor 
was there any thing either so grateful to Titus'*s own men, or 
so terrible to the enemy, as that sight. For the whole old 
wall, and the north side of the temple, were full of specta- 
tors, and one might sec the houses full of such as looked at 
them ; nor was there any part of the city which was not 
covered over with their multitudes; nay, a very great con- 
sternation seized upon the hardiest of the Jews themselves, 
when they saw all the army in the same place, together with 
the fineness of their arms, and the good order of their men. 
And I cunnot but think that the seditious would have clianged 
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their minds at that sights unless the crimes they had eom- 
mitted against the people had been so horrid that they de- 

3 paired of forgiveness from the Romans ; but as they beheved 
eath with torments must be their punishment, if they did 
not go on in the defence of the city, they thought it much 
better to die in war. Fate also prevailed so far over them, 
that the innocent were to perish with the guilty, and the city 
was to be destroyed with the seditious that were in it. 

2. Thus did the Romans spend four days in bringing this 
subsistence-money to the several legions. But on the fifth 
day, when no signs of peace appeared to come from the 
Jews, Titus divided his legions, and began to raise banks, 
both at the tower of Antonia and at John^s monument. 
Now his designs were to take the upper city at that monu- 
ment, and the temple at the tower of Antonia ; for if the 
temple were not taken, it would be dangerous to keep the 
city itself: so at each of these parts he raised him banks, each 
legion raising one. As for those that wrought at John^s mo- 
nument, the Idumeans, and those that were in arms with 
Simon, made sallies upon them, and put some stop to them ; 
while John^s party, and the multitude of zealots with them, 
did the like to those that were before the tower of Antonia. 
These Jews were now too hard for the Romans, not only in 
direct fighting, because they. stood upon the higher ground, 
but because they had now learned to use their own engines ; 
for their continual use of them one day after another did by 
degrees improve their skill about them ; for of one sort of 
engines for darts they had three hundred, and forty for stones, 
by the means of which they made it more tedious for the 
Romans to raise their banks. But then Titus, knowing that 
the city would be either saved or destroyed for himself, did 
not only proceed earnestly in the siege, but did not omit to 
have the Jews exhorted to repentance ; so he mixed good 
counsel with his works for the siege. And being sensible 
that exhortations are frequently more efiectual than arms, he 
persuaded them to surrender the city, now in a manner already 
taken, and thereby to save themselves, and sent Josephus to 
speak to them in their own language ; for he imagined they 
might yield to the persuasion of a countryman of their own. 
8. So Josephus went round about the wall, and tried to 
find a place that was out of the reach of their darts, and yet 
within their hearing, and besought them, in many words, 
" To spare themselves, to spare their country and their 
temple, and not to be more obdurate in these cases than 
foreigners themselves ; for that the Romans, who bad no re- 
lation to those things, had a reverence for their sacred rites 
and places, though they belonged to their enemies ; and had 
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till now kept th^r handt off from meddlii^ with them ; 
while such as were brought up under them, and, if they be 
preserved, will be the only people that will reap the benefit 
of them, hurry on to have tnem destroyed. Tnat certainly 
they have seen their strongest walls demolished, and that tiie 
waU still remaining was weaker than those that were already 
taken. That they must know the Roman pdwer was invin« 
cible, and that they had been used to serve them ; for that in 
case it be allowed a right thing to fight for liberty, that 
ou^ht to have been dcme at first ; but for them that have once' 
fallen-under the poWer of the Romans, and have now submit- 
ted to them for so many long years, to pretend to shake off 
that yoke afterward, was the work of such as had a mind to 
die miserably, not of such as were lovers of lil^erty. Besides, 
men may well enough grudge at the dishonour of owning 
ignoble masters over them, but ought not to do so to those 
who have all things under their command ; for what part of 
the world is there that hath escaped the Romans, unless it 
be such as are of no use for violent heat or for violent cold ? 
And evident it is, that fortune is on all hands gone over to 
them ; and that God, when he had gone round the nations 
with this dominion, is now settled in Italy. That moreover, 
it is a strong and fixed law, even among brute beasts, as well 
as among men, to yield to those that are too strong for them, 
and to suffer those to have the dominion who are too hard 
for the rest in war; for which reason it was, that their fore- 
fathers, who were far superior to them both in thdr souls 
and bodies and other advantages, did yet submit to the Ro- 
mans ; which they would not have suffered, had they not 
known that Grod was with them. As for themselves, what 
can they depend on in this their opposition, when the greatest 
part of their city is already taken? and when those that are 
within it are under greater miseries than if tliey were taken, 
although their walls be still standing ? For that the Romans 
are not unacquainted with that famine which is in the city, 
whereby the people are already consumed, and the fighting 
men will in a little time be so too ; for although the Romans 
should leave ofi* the siege, and not fall upon the city with their 
swords in their hands, yet was there an insuperable war that 
beset them within, and was augmented every hour ; unless 
they were able to wage war with famine, and fight against it, 
or could alone conquer their natural appetites.^ He added 
this farther, *^ How right a thing it was to change their con- 
duct, before their calamities were become incurable, and to 
have recourse to such advice as might preserve them, while 
opportunity was offered them for so doing ; for that the 
Romans would not be mindful of their past actions to their 
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disadvantage, unless they persevered in their insolent beha- 
viour to the end ; because they were naturally mild in their 
conquests, and preferred what was profitable before what 
their passions dictated to them ; which profit of theirs lay 
not in leaving the city empty of inhabitants, nor the country 
a desert : on which account Caesar did now ofier them his 
right hand for Aeir security. Whereas, if he took the city b^ 
force, he would not save any of them, and this esi)ecial(y, if 
they rejected his offers in these their utmost distresses ; for 
the walls thatVere already taken could not but assure them 
that the third wall would quickly be taken also. And al- 
though their fortifications should prove too strong for the 
Romans to break through them, yet would the famine fight 
for the Romans against tbem.^ 

4. While Josephus was making this exhortation to the 
Jews, many of them jested upon him from the wall, and 
many reproached him ; nay, some threw their darts at him ; 
but when he could not himself persuade them by such open 
good advice, he betook himself to the histories belonging to 
their own nation, and cried out aloud, '^ O miserable crea- 
tures! are you so unmindful of those that used to assist you, 
that you will fight by your weapons and by your hands against 
the Romans ? When did we ever conquer any other nation by 
such means ? and when was it that God, who is the Creator 
of the Jewish people, did not avenge them when they had 
been injured ? Wrll not you turn again, and look back, and 
consider whence it is that you fight with such violence, and 
how great a supporter you have profanely abused ? Will not 
you recall to mind the prodigious things done for your fore- 
fathers and this holy place, and how great enemies of yours 
were by him subdued under you ? I even tremble myself in 
declaring the works of God before your ears that are un- 
worthy to hear them ; however, hearken to me, that you may 
be informed how you fight, not only against the Romans, 
but agaiast God himself. In old time there was one Necao, 
king of Egypt, who was also palled Pliarooh ; he came with 
a prodigious army of soldiers, and seized queen Sarah, the 
mother of our nation. What did Abraham our progenitor 
then do ? Did he defend himself from this injurious person 
by war, although he had three hundred and eighteen captmns 
under him, and an immense army under each of them? In- 
deed he deemed them to be no number at all without God'^s 
assistance, and only spread out his hands* towards this holy 

* Joiephtu supposes in this his admirable speech to the Jews, that not 
Abraham only, but Pharaoh, king of Egypt, prayed towards a temple at Je- 
rusalem, or towards Jeruimlem itself, in which were Mount Sion, and Mount 
Moriah, on which the tabernacle and temple did aflbtrwards atand ; and this 
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place, which you have how polluted, and reckoned upon him 
as upon his invincible supporter, instead of his own army. 
Was not our queen sent back, without any defilement, to her 
husband the very next evening ? while the king of Esypt fled 
away, adoring this place, which you have defiled by shedding 
thereon the mood of your own countrymen ; and he also 
trembled at those vision^ which he saw m the night-season, 
and bestowed both silver and gold on the Hebrews, as on a 
people beloved by God. Shall I say nothing, or shall I 
mention the removal of our fathers into Egypt, who, when 
they were used tyrannically, and were fallen under the power 
of foreign kings for four hundred years together, and might 
have defended themselves by war and by fighting, did yet 
do nothing but commit themselves to God ? Who is there that 
does not know bow Egypt was. overrun with all sorts of wild 
beasts, and consumed hy all sorts of distempers ? how their 
land did not bring forth its fruit? how, the Nile failed of 
water ? how the ten plagues of Egypt followed upoti one 
another ? and how by those means our lathers were sent away, 
under a guard, without any bloodshed, and without running 
any dangers, because God conducted them as his peculiar 
servants? Moreover, did not Palestine groan under tbe ravage 
the Assyrians* made when they carried away our sacred ark? 
as did their idol Dagon, and as also did that entire nation of 
those that carried it away ; how they were smitten with a 
loathsome distemper in the secret parts of their bodies, when 
their very bowels came down together with what they had 
eaten, till those hands that stole it away were obliged to oring 
it back again, and that with the sound of cymbals and tim- 
brels, and other oblations, in order to appease the anger of 
God for their violation of his holy ark. It was God who 
then became, our general, and accomplished these great 
things for our fathers, and this because they did not meddle 
with war and fighting, but committed it to him to judge about 
their aflUrs. When Sennacherib, king of AssjTia, brought 
along with him all Asia, and encompassed this city round 



long before either the Jewish ubemacle or temple were built. Nor is the fiu 
motu ootnmand giren by God to Abraluui), to go two or three dajt* jounej 
OB parpose to offer up hit son Isaac there, un&Tourtible to such a notion. 

* Note here, that Joeephus, in this his same admirable speech, adh the 
Sjriaos, nay, even the Philistines on the most south part of Syria, Attyriant ; 
which ReUod observes as what was common among the ancient writers. Note 
also, that Josephus might weH pat the Jews in mind, as he does here more 
than once, i^ their wonderful aiMi truly miraculous deliverance from Senna* 
chcrib, king of Assyria ; while the Boman army, and himself with them, were 
now encamped upon and beyond that very spot of groond where the Assyrian 
army lay 780 yean before, and which retained the very name of the Cmmf rf 
the yt9s^rian$ to that very day. See ch. viL sect. S, and cli. vi- sect. 3. 
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with his army, did he fall by the hands of men ? were not 
those hands lifted up to God in prayers, without meddling 
with their arms, when an angel of God destroyed that pro- 
digious army in one night ? when the Assyrian king, as he 
arose the next day, found a hundred fourscore and five 
thousand dead bodies, and when he, with the remainder of 
his army, fled away from the Hebrews, though they were 
unarmed, and did not pursue them. You are also acquainted 
with the slavery we were under at Babylon, where the people 
were captives for seventy years ; yet were they not dehvered 
into freedom again before God made Cyrus bis gracious in- 
strument in bringing it about : accordingly they were set free 
by him, and did again restore the worship of their deliverer 
at his temple. And, to speak in general, we can produce no 
example wherein our fathers got any success by war, or failed 
of success when without war they committed themselves to 
God. When they staid at home they conquered, as pleased 
their judge; but when they went out to fight, they were al- 
-ways disappointed : for example, when the king of Babylon 
besieged this very city, and our king Zedekiah fought against 
him, contrary to what predictions were made to him by 
Jeremiah the prophet, he was at once taken prisoner, and 
saw the city and the temple demolished. Yet how much 
greater was the moderation of that king than is that of your 
present governors, and that of the people then under him 
than is that of you at this time 't for when Jeremiah cried out 
aloud how very angry God was at them l)ecause of their 
transgressions, and told them they should be taken prisoners 
unless they would surrender up their city, neither did the 
king nor the people put him to death : but for you (to pass 
over what you have clone within the city, which I am not able 
to describe as your wickedness deserves), you abuse me, and 
throw darts at me, who only exhort you to save yourselves, as 
being provoked when you are put in mind of your sins, and 
cannot bear the very mention of those crimes which you 
every day perpetrate. For another example, when Antiocnus, 
who was called E-piphanes^ lay before this city, and had been 
guilty of many indignities against God, and our forefathers 
met him in arms, they then were slain in the battle, this city 
was plundered by our enemies, and our sanctuary made deso- 
late for three years and six months. And what need I brinff 
any more examples ? Indeed, what can it be that hath stirred 
up an army of the Romans against our nation ? Is it not the 
impiety of the inhabitants ? Whence did our servitude com- 
mence? Was it not derived from the seditions that were 
among our forefathers, when tlie maduess of Aristobulus and 
Hyrcanus, and our mutual quarrels, brought Pompey upon 
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this city, and when Grod ledaeed those under subjection ta 
the Romans, who wen unworthy of the libexty they had' 
enjoyed. After a siege, therefore, of three months, they 
were forced to surrender themselves, although they had not 
been guilty of such offences with regard to our sanctuary and 
our laws as you have ; and this while they had much greater 
advantages to go to war than you have. Do not we know 
what end Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, came to, under 
whose reign Grod provided that this city should be taken again 
upon account of the people^s offences? When Herod, the 
son of Antipater, brought upon us Sosius, and Sosius brought 
upon us the Roman army, they were then encompassed and 
besieged for six months, till, as a punishment for their sins, 
they were taken, and the city was plundered by the enemy: 
Thus it appears that arms were never given to our natioti, 
but that we are always given up to be fought against, arid to 
be taken ; for I suppose that such as inhabit this holy place 
ought to commit the disposal of all things to God, and then 
only to disregard the as»stance of mm when tliey resign 
themselves up to their arbitrator who is above. As iibr you, 
what have you done of those things that are recommended 
by our legislator? and what have you not done of those 
things that he hath condemned? IIow much more impious are 
you than those which were m- quickly taken ? You nave not 
avoided so much as those sins that are usually done in secret ; 
I mean tliefts, and treacherous plots against men, and aduU 
teries. You are quarrelling about riipincs and murders, and 
invent strange ways of wickedness. Nay, the temple itself is 
become the receptacle of all, and this divine place is polluted 
by the hands of those of our ouii country ; which place Imth 
yet been reverenced by the Romans, when it was at a dis* 
tance from them, when they have suffered manv of tlieir own 
customs to give place to our law. And after all this, do you 
expect him whom you have so impiously abused to be your 
supporter ? To be sure, then, you have a right to be peti- 
tioners, and to call upon him to assist you, so pure are your 
hafids ! Did your king [Hezekiah] hft up such hands in prayer 
to God against the king of Assyria, when he destroyed that 
great army in one night ? And do the Romans commit such 
wickedness as did the king of Assyria, that you may have 
reason to hope for the like vengeance upon them ? Did not 
that king accept of money from our king ou this condition, 
that he sliould not destroy the city ; and yet, contrary to the 
oath lie had taken, be came down to burn the temple ? while 
the Romans do demand no more than that accustomed tribute 
which our fathers paid to their fathers ; and if they may but 
once obtain that, they neither aim to destroy this city, nor to 
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touch the sanctuary ; nay, they will grant you besides, that 
your posterity shall be free, and your possessions secured to 
you, and will preserve your holy laws inyiolate to you. And 
It is plain madness to expect that God should appear as well 
disposed towards the wicked as towards the righteous, since 
he knows when it is proper to punish men for their nns imme- 
diately : accordingly he brake the power of the Ass3rrians the 
very first night that they pitched their camp. Wherefore, had 
he judged that our nation was worthy of freedom, or the 
Romans of punishment, he had immediately inflicted punish- 
ment upon those Romans, as he did upon the Assyrians, when 
Pompey began to meddle with our nation, or when after him 
Sosius came up against us, or when Vespasian laid waste 
Galilee, or lastly, when Titus came first of all near to this 
city; although Magnus and Sosius did not only suffer nothing, 
but took the city by force ; as did V^espasian go from the war 
he made against you to receive the empire ; and as for Titus^ 
those springs that were formerly almost dried up* when they 
were under your power, since he has come run more plentv. 
fully than they did before: accordingly you know that Sdoam, 
as well as all the other springs that were without the city, did 
so far fail that water was sold by distinct measures ; whereas 
they now have such a great quantity of water for your ene* 
mies, as is sufficient not only for drink both for themselves 
and their cattle, but for watering their gardens also. The 
same wonderful si^ you had also experience of formerly, 
when the forementioned king of Babylon made war against 
us, and when he took the city, and burnt the temple ; while 
yet, I beUeve, th^ Jews of that age were not so impious as you 
are. Wherefore I cannot but suppose that Goa is fled out 
of his sanctuary, and stands on the*side of those against whom 
you fight. Now even a man, if he be but a good man, will 
fly from an impure house, and will hate those that are in it ; 
and do you persuade yourselves that God will abide with 
you in your iniquities, who sees all secret things, and hears^ 
what is kept most private ? Now what crime is there, I pray 
you, that is so much as kept secret among you, or is con- 
cealed by you ? nay, what is there that is not open to your 
very enemies? for you shew your transgressions after a 
pompous manner, and contend one with another which of 
you shall be more wicked than another ; and you make a 

* Thb drying up of the Jerusalem fountain of Siloanj when the Jews wanted 
it, and its flowing abundantly when the enemies of the Jews wanted it, and these 
both in the days of Zedekiah and of Titus (and this last as a certaia event weU 
known by the Jews at that time, as Joscphus here tells them openly to their 
facet), are rery remarkable instances of a l)ivine ProTidtnoe for the punishment 
of the Jewish nation, when they were grown very wicked, tt both thofle timet 
of the destruction of Jerusalem. 
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public deinonstration of your injustice, as if it vrere virtue. 
However, there is a place left for your preservation, if you 
be willing to accept' of it ; and Grod is easily reconciled to 
those that confess their faults and repent of them. O hard- 
hearted wretches as you are ! cast away all your arms, and 
take pity of your country already going to ruin ; return from 
your wicked ways, and have regard to the excellency of that 
city you are gcnng to betray, to that excellent temple, with 
the donations of so many countries in it. Who could bear 
to be the first that should set that temple on fire ? who could 
be willing that these things should be no more ? and what is 
there that can better deserve to be preserved ? O insensible 
creatures, and more stupid than are the stones themselves ! 
And if you cannot look at these things with discern'mg eyes, 
yet, however, have pity upon your families, and set oeforc 
every one of your eyes, your children, and wives, and pa- 
rents, which will be gradually consumed either by famine or 
by war. I am sensible that this danger will extend to my 
mother and wife, and to that family ot mine which have been 
by no means ignoble, and indeed to one that hath been very 
eminent in old time ; and perhaps you may imagine that it is 
on their account only that I give you this advice : if that be 
all, kill them ; nay, take my own blood as a reward, if it may 
but procure your preservation ; for I am ready to die, in case 
you will but return to a sound mind after my death."^ 



CHAP. X. 

How a grecU many of the People earnestly endeavoured to 
desert to the Romans; as also what intolerable things 
those that staid behind sitffered by Famine^ and the sad 
Consequences thereof. 

§ 1. As Josephus was speaking thus with a loud voice, the 
seditious would neither yield to what he said, nor did they 
deem it safe for them to alter their conduct ; but as for the 
people, they had a great inclination to desert to the Romans : 
accordingly some of them sold what they had, and even the 
most precious things that had been laid, up as treasures by 
them, for a very small matter, and swallowed down pieces of 
gold, that tliey might not be found out by the robbers ; and 
when they had escaped to the Romans, went to stool, and 
had wherewithal to provide plenufully for themselves ; for 
Titus let a great number of them go away into the country 
whither they pleased. And the main reasons why they were 
so ready to desert were these : that now they should be freed 
from those miseries which they had endured in that city, and 
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yet should not be in daveiy to the Romans. However, John 
and Simon, with their factions, did more carefully watch these 
men^s going out than they (£d the coming in of the Romans ; 
and if any one did but afford the least shadow of suspicion of 
such an intention^ his throat was cut immediately. 

2. But as for the richer sort, it proved all one to them 
whether they staid in the city or attempted to get out of it ; 
for they were equally destroyed in both cases ; for every such 
person was put to death under tliis pretence, that they were 
going to desert, but in reality that the robbers might get 
what they bad. The madness of the seditious did also m- 
crease together with their famine, and both tliose miseries 
were every day inflamed more and more ; for there was no 
corn which anywhere appeared publicly, but the robbers 
came running into and searched men'^s private houses ; and 
then, if they found any, they tormented them, because th^y 
had aenicd they had any ; and if they found none, they tor- 
mented them worse, because they supposed tlicy had more 
carefully concealed it. The indication they made use of» 
whether they had any or not, was taken from the bodies of 
these miserable wretches ; which, if they were in good case, 
they supposed they were in no want at all of food ; but if 
they were wasted away, they walked off without searching 
any farther : nor did they think it proper to kill such as these, 
because they saw they would very soon die of themselves for 
want of food. Many there were, indeed, who sold what 
they had for one measure ; it was of wheat, if they were of 
the richer sort, but of barley, if they were poorer. When 
these had so done, they shut themselves up in the inmost 
rooms of their houses, and eat the corn they had gotten ; 
some did it without grinding it, by reason of the extremity of 
the want they were m, and others baked bread of it, accord- 
ing as necessity and fear dictated to them ; a table was no- 
where laid for a distinct meal, but they snatched the bread 
out of the (ire, half baked, and eat it very hastily. 

3. It was now a miserable case, and a sight that would 
justly bring tears into our eyes, how men stood as to their 
food, while the more powerful had more than enough, and 
the weaker were lamenting [for want of it]. But the famine 
was too hard for all other passions, and it is destructive to 
nothing so much as to modesty ; for what was otherwise 
worthy of reverence was in this case despised ; insomuch 
that children pulled the very morsels that their fathers were 
eating out of their very mouths ; and, what was still more to 
be pitied, so did the mothers do as to their infants ; and when 
those that were most dear were perishing under their Iiands, 
they, were not asliamed to take from tliem the very last drops 
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that might preserve their lives : and while they ace after this 
maoner, yet were they not concealed in so cloing ; but the 
seditious everywhere canie upon them immediately, and 
floatched away from them what they Iiad gotten from others ; 
for when they saw any house shut up, this was to them a sig- 
nal that the people within had gotten some food ; whereupon 
they broke open the doors and ran in, and took pieces of 
what they wcre;^ eating almost up out of their very throats, 
and this by force : the old men wno held their food fast were 
beaten ; and if tlie women liid what they, had within their 
hands, their hair was torn for so doing ; nor was there any 
commiseration shewn either to the aged or to the infants ; 
but they lifted up children from the ground, as they hung 
upon the morsels they had gotten, and shook them down 
upon the floor. Bat still were they more barbarously cruel 
to those that had prevented their coming in, and had actually 
swallowed down what they were going to seize upon, as if 
they had been unjustly delraudcd of their right. They also 
invented terrible methods of torments to discover where any 
food was ; and they were these, to stop up the passages of 
the privy jiarts of the miserable wretches, and to drive sharp 
stakes up their fundaments ; and a man was forced to bear 
what it is terrible even to hear, in order to make him confess 
that he liad but one loaf of bread, or that he might discover 
a handful of barley-meal that was concealed ; and this was 
done when these tormentors were not themselves hungry ; 
for the thing had been less barbarous had necessity forced 
them to it ; but this was done to keep their madness in exer- 
cise, and as making preparaticm of provisions for themselves 
for the following davs. These men went also to meet those 
that hod crept out of the city by night, as far as the Roman 
guards, to gather some plants and herbs that grew v/ild ; and 
when those people thought they had got clear of the enemy, 
these snatched from them what they had brought with them, 
even while they had fre<|uently entreated them, and that by 
calling upon the tremendous name of God, to give them 
back some part of what tliey had brought ; though these 
would not give them the least crumb, and they were to Ikj 
well contented that they were only spoiled, and not slain at 
the same time. 

4. These were the afflictions which the lower sort of peo- 
ple suffered from these tyrants^ guards ; but for the men that 
were in dignity, and withal were rich, they were carried be- 
fore the tyrants themselves ; some of which were falsely ac- 
cused of laying treacherous plots, and so were destroyed ; 
others of thorn were charged with designs of betraying thi* 
citv to the KomaiLS ; but the readiest way of all was this, to 
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suborn somebody to affinn that they were resolred to desert 
to the enemy. And he who was utterly despoiled of what 
he had by Simon, was sent back again to John ; as of those 
who had been already plundered by John, Simon got what 
remained ; insomuch that they drank the blood of the po- 
pulace to one another, and divided the dead bodies of the 
poor creatures between them : so that although, on account 
of their ambition after dominion, they contended with each 
other, yet did they very well agree in their wicked practices; 
for he that did not communicate what he got by the miseries 
of others to the other tyrant, seemed to be too little guilty, 
and in one respect only ; and he that did not partake of what 
was so communicated to him grieved at this, as at the loss 
of what was a valuable thing, that he had no share in such 
barbarity. 

5. It IS therefore impossible to go distinctly over every 
instance of these men'*s miquity. I shall therefore speak my 
mind here at once briefly, that neither did any other city ever 
suffer such miseries, nor did any age ever breed a generation 
more fruitful* in wickedness than this was, from the beginning 
of the world. Finally, they brought the Hebrew nation into 
contempt, that they might themselves appear comparatively 
less impious with regard to strangers. They confessed what 
was true, that they were the slaves, the scum, and the spu- 
rious and abortive offspring of our nation ; while they over- 
threw the city themselves, and forced the Romans, whether 
they would or no, to gain a melancholy reputation by acting 
gloriously against them, and did almost draw that fire upon 
the temple which they seemed to think came too slowly ; and 
indeed, when they saw that temple burning from the upper 
city, they were neither troubled at it, nor did they shed any 
tears on that account, while yet these passions were disco- 
vered among the Romans themselves. Which circumstances 
we shall speak of hereafter in their proper place, when we 
come to treat of such matters. 



CHAP. XI. 



How the Jews were cnicified before the TTalU of the City. 
Concerning Jntiochus Epiphanes. And how Uie Jews 
overthrew the Banks thai had been raised by the Ro- 
mans, 

§ 1. So now Titus^s banks were advanced a great way, not- 
withstanding his soldiers had been very much distressed from 
the wall. He then sent a paity of horsemen, and ordered 
they should lay ambushes for those that went out into the 
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valleys to gather food. Some of these were indeed fighting 
men, who were not contented with what they got by rapine ; 
but the greater part of them were poor people, who were 
deterred trom deserting by the concern they were under for 
their own relations ; for they could not hope to escape away, 
together with their wives atid children, without the know* 
ledge of the seditious ; nor could they think of leaving these 
relations to be slain by the robbers on their account ; nay, 
the severity of the famine made them bold in thus going out : 
so nothing remained but that, when they were concealed from 
the robbers, they should be taken by the enemy ; and when 
they were going to be taken, they were forced to defend them- 
selves for fear of being punished ; as after they had fought, 
they thought it too late to make any supplications for mercy : 
so they were first whipped, and then tormented with all sorts 
of tortures, before they died, and were then crucified before 
the wall of the city. This miserable procedure made Titus 
greatly to pity them, while they caught every day five hun- 
dred Jews ; nay, some days they caught more : yet did it not 
appear to be safe for him to let those that were taken by 
force to go their way, and to set a guard over so many he 
saw would be to make such as guarded them useless to him. 
The main reason why he did not forbid that cruelty was this, 
that he hoped the Jews might perhaps yield at that sight, 
out of fear lest they might themselves afterwards be liable to 
the same cruel treatifeent. So the soldiers, out of the ivrath 
and hatred they bore the Jews, nailed those they caught, one 
after one way and another after another, to the crosses, by 
way of jest, when their mulutude was so ^eat that room was 
wanting for the crosses, and crosses wantmg for the bodies.* 
2. But so far were the seditious from repenting at this sad 
sight, that, on the contrary, they made the rest of the jnul- 
titude believe otherwise ; for they brought the relations of 
those that had deserted upon the wall, with such of the po- 
pulace as were very eager to go over upon the security of- 
fered them, and shewed them what miseries those underwent 
who fled to the Romans ; and told them, that those who were 
caught were supplicants to them, and not such as were taken 
prisoners. This sight kept many of those within the city who 
were so eager to desert, uU the truth was known ; yet did 
some of them run away immediately as imto certain punish- 
ment, esteeming death from their enemies to be a quiet de- 

* RcUnd very properlj takes notice here, how juiuy this judgment came 
upon die Jeirs, when they were crucified in such multitudes toother that the 
Bornans wanted room for the eros«e», atftl eroitet tot the bodies of diese Jews, 
since they had brought this judgment oq themselres by the crucifixion of their 
3icsatah. 
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parture, if compared with that by famine. So Titus com- 
manded that the hands of many of those that were caught 
should be cut oil^ that they might not be thought deserters, 
and might be credited on account of the calamity thev were 
under, and sent them in to John and Simon, with this ex- 
hortation, that " they would now at length leave off [their 
madness], and not force him to destroy the city, whereby they 
would have those advantages of repentance even in tlieir ut- 
most distress, that they would preserve their own lives, and 
so fine a city of their own, and that temple which was their 
peculiar."^ He then went round about the banks that were 
cast up, and hastened them in order to shew that his words 
should in no long time be followed by his deeds. In answer 
to which, the seditious cast reproaches upon Csesar himself, 
and upon his father also, and cried out with a loud voice, 
that *' they contemned death, and did well in preferring it 
before slavery ; that they would do all the mischief to the 
Romans they could, while they had breath in them ; and that 
for their own city, since they were, as he said, to be destroy- 
ed, they had no concern about it, and that the world itself 
was a better temple to God than this ; that yet this temple 
would be preserved by him that inhabited therein, whom , 
they still had for their assistant in this war, and did there- 
fore laugh at all his threatenings, which woidd come to no- 
thing ; because the conclusion of the whole depended upon 
Gt)d only.*" These words were mixed with reproaches, and 
with them they made a mighty clamour. 

3. In the meantime Antiochus Epiphanes came to the 
city, having with him a considerable numl)er of other armed 
men, and a band called the Macedonmn band about him, all 
of the same age, tall, and just past their childhood, armed 
and instructed after the Macedonian manner, whence it was 
that they took that name. Yet were many of them im wor- 
thy of so famous a nation ; fi)r it had so happened that the 
king of Commagcna had flourished more than any other kings 
that were under the power of the Romans, till a change hap- 
pened in his condition ; and when he was become an old man, 
he declared plainly, that we ought not to call any man happy 
before he is dead. But this son of his, who was then come 
thither before his father was decaying, said, that ** he could 
not but wonder what made the Romans so tardy in making 
their attack's upon the wall.*** Now he \vnA a warhke maii, 
and naturally Ijold in exposing himself to dangers ; he was 
also so strong a mart that his boldness seldom failed of hav- 
ing success ; upon this Titus smiled and said, ** he would 
share the pains of an attack with him.*" However, Antio- 
chus went as he then was, and with his Matvdonian? made a 
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sudden assault upon the wall ; and indeed^ for his own part, 
his strength and skill were so |i^at that he guarded himself 
from the Jewish darts, and yet shot his darts at them, while 
yet the young men with him were almost all sorely galled ; 
for they had so great a regard to the promises that had been 
made of their courage, that they would needs persevere in 
their fighting, and at length many of them retired, but not 
till they were wounded ; and then they perceived that true 
Macedonians, if they were to be conquerors, must have 
Alexanders good fortune also. 

4. Now as the Romans began to raise their banks on the 
twelfth day of the month Artemisius [Jyarl, so had they 
much ado to finish them by the twenty-ninth day of the same 
month, after they had laboured hard for seventeen days con^ 
tinually. For there were now four great banks raised, one 
of which was at the tower Antonia ; this was raised by the 
fifth legion, over against die middle of that pool which was 
called Struthhis. Another was cast up by the twelfth legion, 
at the distance of al)out twenty cubits from the other. But 
the Ial)ours of the tentli legion, which lay a great way off* 
these, were on the north quarter, and at the pool called 
AmifgdaUm ; as was that of the fifteenth legion about thirty 
cubits from it, and at the high-priesf s monument. And now, 
when the engines were brought, John had from within under* 
mined the space that was over against the tower of Antonia, 
as far as the banks themselves, and had supported the ground 
over the mine with beams laid across one another, whereby 
the Homan works stood upon an uncertain foundation. 
Then did he order such materials to be brought in as were 
daubed over with pitdi and bitumen, and set them on fire ; 
and, as tlie cross beams that supported the banks werejjum- 
jng, the ditch yielded on the sudden, and the banks were 
shaken down, and fell into the ditch with a prodigious noise. 
Now at the tii st there arose a very thick smoke and dust, as 
the fire was choked with the fall of the bank ; but as the 
suffocated materials were now gradually consumed, a plain 
flame brake out, on whii^ sudden appearance of the flame 
a amsternation fell upon the Romans, and the shrewdness of 
the contrivance discouraged them : and indeed this accident 
coming upon theui at a time when they thought they had al- 
ready gained their point, cooled their hopes for the time to 
come. They also thought it would be to no purpose to take 
the pains to extinguish the fire, since, if it were extinguished, 
the hanks were swallowed up already [and become useless 
to them]. 

5. Two days after this, Simon and his party made an at- 
tempt to destroy the other banks; for the Romans had 
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brought their engines to bear there, and began already to 
make the wall shake. And here one Teptheus of Garsis, a 
city of Galilee ; and M egassarus, one who was derived from 
some of queen Mariamne^s servants, and with them one from 
Adiabene, he was the son of Nabateus, and called by the 
name of Chagvras^ from the ill fortune he had, the word sig- 
nifying a lame mcm^ snatched some torches, and ran suddenly 
upon the engines. Nor were there during this war any men 
that ever sallied out of the city who were their superiors, 
either in their own boldness or in the terror they struck into 
their enemies ; for they ran out upon the Romans, not as 
if they were enemies, but friends, without fear or delay ; nor 
did they leave their enemies till they had rushed violently 
through the midst of them, and set their machines on fire. 
And though they had darts thrown at them on every side, 
and were on every side assaulted with their enemies^ swords, 
yet did they not withdraw themselves out of the dangers they 
were in, till the fire had caught hold of the instruments ; but 
when the flame went up, the Romans came running from 
their camp to save their engines. Then did the Jews niuder 
their succours from the wall, and fought with those that en- 
deavoured to quench the fire, without any regard to the 
danger their bodies were in. So the Romans pulled the en- 
gines out of the fire, while the hurdles that covered them 
were on fire ; but the Jews caught hold of the battering 
rams through the flame itself, and held them fast, although 
the iron upon them was become red hot ; and now the fire 
spread itbeif from the engines to the banks, and prevented 
tiiose that came to defend them ; and all this while the Ro- 
mans were encompassed round about with the flame, and 
despairing of saving their works from it, they retired to their 
camp. Then did tlie Jews become still more and more in 
number, by the coming of those that were within the city to 
their assistance ; and as they were very bold upon the ^ood 
success they had had, their violent assaults were almost irre- 
sistible ; nay, they proceeded as far as the fortifications of 
the enemies'* camp, and fought with their guards. Now there 
stood a body of soldiers in array before that camp, which 
succeeded one another by turns in their armour ; and as to 
thpse, the law of the Romans was terrible, that he who left 
his post there, let the occasion be whatsoever it mi^ht be, he 
was to die for it ; so that body of soldiers, preferring rather 
to die in fighting courageously than as a punishment for 
their cowardice, stood firm ; and at the necessity these men 
were in of standing to it, many of the others that had run 
away out of shame turned back again ; and when they had 
set the engines against the wall, they kept the multitude 
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from coming more of them out of the city, [which they could 
the more easily do] because they had made no provision for 
preserving or guarding their bodies at this time ; for the Jews 
fought now hand to hand with all that came in their way, 
and, without any caution, fell against the points of their ene- 
mies^ spears, and attacked them, bodies against bodies ; for 
they were now too hard for the Romans, not so much by 
their other warlike actions as by these courageous assaults 
they made upon them ; and the Romans gave way more to 
their boldness than they did to the sense of the harm they had 
received from them. 

6. And now Titus was come from the tower of Antonia, 
whither he was gone to look out for a place for raising other 
banks, and reproached the soldiers greatly for permitting 
their own walls to be in danger, when they had taken the 
walls of their enemies, and sustained the fortune of men be- 
sieged, while the Jews were allowed to sally out against them, 
though they were already in a sort of prison. He then went 
round about the enemy with some chosen troops, and fell 
upon their flank himself ; so the Jews, who had been before 
assaulted in their faces, wheeled about to Titus, and conti- 
nued the fight. The annies also were now mixed one among 
another, and the dust that was raised so far hindered them 
from seeing one another, and the noise that was made so far 
hindered them from hearing one another, that neither side 
could discern an enemy from a friend. However, the Jews 
did not flinch, though not so much from their real strength 
as from their despair of deliverance. The Romans also would 
not yield, by reason of the regard they had to glory and to 
their reputation in war, and because Caesar himself went into 
the danger before them ; insomuch that I cannot but think 
the Romans would, in the conclusion, have now taken even 
the whole multitude of the Jews, so very angry were they at 
them, had these not prevented the upshot of the battle, and 
retired into the city. However, seeing the banks of the Ro- 
mans were demolished, these Romans were very much cast 
down upon the loss of what had cost them so long pains, and 
this in one hour^s time. And many indeed despaired of 
taking the city with their usual engines of war only. 



CHAP. XII. 

THUs thought Jit to encompass the city round with a wdU ; 
after ichich the Famine consumed tlie People by whole 
Houses and Families together. 

§ 1. Akd now did Titus consult with his commanders what 
was to be done. Those that were of the warmest tempers 
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thought he should bring the whole army against die dty, and 
storm the wall ; for that hitherto no more uian a part of their 
army had fought with the Jews ; but that in case the entire 
army was to come at once, they would not be able to sustain 
their attacks, but would be overwhelmed by their darts. But 
of those that w.ere for a more cautious management, some 
were for raising their banks again, and others advised to let 
the banks alone, but to lie still before the city, to guard against 
the coming out of the Jews, and against their carrying provi- 
sions into the city, and so to leave the enemy to the famine, 
and this without direct fighting with them ; for that despair 
was not to be conquered, especially as to those who are de- 
sirous to die by the sword, while a more terrible misery than 
that is reserved for them. However, Titus did not think it 
fit for so great an army to lie entirely idle, and that yet it was 
in vain to fight with those that would be destroyed one by 
another: he also shewed them how impracticable it was to 
cast up any more banks for want of materials, and to guard 
inst the Jews coming out still more impracticable; as 
so, that to encompass the whole city round with his 
army was not very easy, by reason of its magnitude and the 
difficulty of tha.6ituation, and on other accounts dangerous 
upon the sallies the Jews might make out of the city. For 
although they might guard the known passages out of the 
place, yet would they, when they found themselves under the 
greatest distress, contrive secret passages out, as being well 
acquainted with all such places ; and if any provisions were 
carried in by stealth, the siege would thereby be longer de- 
layed. He also owned that he was afraid that the length of 
time thus to be spent would diminish the glory of his success; 
for though it be true that length of time will perfect every 
thing, yet that to do what we do in a little time is still neces- 
sary to the gaining reputation. That therefore his opinion 
was, that if they aimed at quickness joined with security, they 
mu$t build a wall round about the whole city, which was, he 
thought, tiie only way to prevent the Jews from coming out 
any way, and that then they would either entirely despair of 
staving the city, and so would surrender it up to him, or be 
still the more easily conquered when the famine had far- 
ther weakened them. For that besides this wall, he would 
not lie entirely at rest aflerward, but would take care then 
to have banks raised again, when those that would oppose 
them were become weaicer. But that if any one should 
ihinjv such a work to be too great, and not to be finished 
without much difficulty, he ought to consider that it is not 
fit for Romans to undertake any small work ; and that none 
but Grod himself could with ease accomplish any great thing 
whatsoever. 
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S. Tbeae arguments prevailed with the cominaiideri. So 
Titus gave orders that the army should be distributed to their 
several shares of this work ; and indeed there now came upon 
the soldiers a certain divine fury, so that they did not only 
part the whole wall that was to be built among them, nor did 
only one lemon strive with another, but the lesser divinons of 
the army did the same ; insomuch that each soldier was am-* 
Intious to please his decurion, each decurion his centurion, 
each centurion his tribune, and the ambition of the tribunes 
was to please their superior commanders ; while Csesar him- 
self took notice of, and rewarded the like contention in those 
commanders ; for he went round about the works many times 
every day, and took a view of what was done. Titus began 
the wall from the camp of the Assyrians, where his own camp 
was pitched, and drew it down to the lower parts of Ceno- 

Slis ; thence it went along the valley of Cedron, to the 
ount of Olives ; it then bent towards the south, and en- 
compassed the mountain as far as the rock called Perisiereonj 
and that other hill which lies n^t it, and is over the valley 
which reaches to Siloam ; whence it bended again to the west, 
and went down to the valley 'of the fountain, beyond which 
it went up again at the monument of Ananus the high-priest, 
and encompassing that mountain where Pompey had formerly 
pitched his camp, it returned back to the north side of the 
city, and was carried on as far as a certain village called the 
House of the Erebinihi; aft^r which it encompassed Herod^s 
monument, and there, on the east, was joined to Titus^s own 
camp, where it began. Now the length of this wall was forty 
furlonffs, one only abated. Now at this wall, without, were 
erected thirteen places to keep garrison in, whose circumfer- 
ences put together amounted to ten furlongs. The yrhcie 
was completed in three days ; so that what would naturally 
have required some mouths was done in so short an interval 
as is incredible. When Titus had therefore encompassed 
the city with this wall, and put garrisons into proper places, 
he went round the wall at tne first watch of tne night, and 
observed how the guard was kept ; the second watch he al- 
lotted to Alexander ; the commanders of legions took the 
third watch. They also cast lots among themselves who 
should be upon the watch in the night-time, and who should 
go all night long round the spaces that were interposed be- 
tween the garrisons. 

8. So aU hope of escaping was now cut off from the Jews, 
together with their liberty of going out of the city. Then 
did the famine widen its progress, and devoured the people 
by whole houses and families ; the upper rooms were full of 
women and children that were dying by famine, and the 

VOL. IV. N - 
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lanes of the city were full of the dead bodies of the aged ; 
the children also and the young men wandered about the 
market-places like shadows, all swelled with the famine, and 
fell down dead wheresqever their misery seized them. As 
for burying them, those that were sick themselves were not 
able to do it, and those that were hearty and well were de- 
terred from doing it by the great multitude of those dead bo- 
dies, and by the uncertainty there was how soon they should 
die themselves ; for nvany died as they were burying others, 
and many went to their cofBns before that fatal hour was 
come. iSor were there any lamentations made under these 
calamities, nor were heard any mournful complaints ; but the 
famine confounded all natural passions ; for those who were 
just going to die looked upon those that were gone to their 
rest before them with dry eyes and open mouths. A deep 
silence also, and a kind of deadly night, had seized upon tm 
city ; while yet the robbers were still more terrible than these 
miseries were themselves ; for they brake open those houses 
which were no other than graves of dead bodies, and plun- 
dered them of what they had, and carrying off the coverings 
of their bodies, went out laugKing, and tried the points of 
their swords in their dead bodies ; and in order to prove 
what mettle they were made of, they thrust some of those 
through that still lay alive upon the ground ; but for those 
that entreated them to lend them their right hand and their 
sword to dispatch them, they were too proud to grant their 
requests, ana left them to be consumed by the famme. Now 
every one of these died with their eyes fixed upon the tem- 
ple, and left the seditious alive behind them. Now the sedi- 
tious at first gave orders that the dead should be buried out 
of the public treaisury, as not enduring the stench of their 
dead bodies. But afterwards, when they could not do that, 
they had them cast down from the walls into the valleys be- 
neath. 

4. However, when Titus, in going his rounds along those 
vfilleys, saw them full of dead bodies, and the thick putre- 
faction running about them, he gave a groan, and spreading 
out his hands to heaven, called God to witness that this was 
not his doing ; and such was the sad case of the city itself. 
But the Romans were very joyful, since none of the seditious 
could now make sallies out of the city, because they were 
themselves disconsolate, and the famine already touched them 
also. These Romans besides had great ])lenty of com and 
other necessaries out of Syria, and out of the neighbouring 
provinces ; many of which would stand near to the wall of 
the city, and shew the people what great quantities of provi- 
sions tney had, and so make the enemy more sensible of their 
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famine by the great plenty, even to satiety, which they had 
themselves. However, when the seditious still shewed no in- 
clinations of yielding, Titus, out of his commiseration of the 
people that remained, and out of his earnest desire of res- 
cuing what was still left out of these miseries, began to raise 
his banks again, although materials for them were hard to 
be come at ; for all the trees that were about the city had 
been already cut down for the making of the former banks. 
Yet did the soldiers bring with them other materials from the 
distance of ninety furlongs, and thereby raised banks in four 
parts, much greater than the former, though this was done 
only at the tower of Antonia. So Caesar went his rounds 
through the legions, and hastened on the works, and shewed 
the robbers that they were now in his hands. But these men, 
and these only, were incapable of repenting of the wicked- 
ness they had been guilty of; and separating their souls 
from their bodies, they used them both as if they belonged 
to other folks, and not to themselves : for no gentle affection 
could touch their souls, nor could any pain affect their bodies, 
since they could still tear the dead bodies of the people as 
dogs do, and fill the prisons with those that were sick. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The great Slaughters and Sacrilege that were in Jerusalem. 

§ 1. Accordingly Simon would not suffer Matthias, by 
whose means he got possession of the city, to go off without 
torment. ' This Matthias was the son of Boetnus, and was 
one of the high-priests, one that had been very faithful to 
the people, and m great esteem with them : he, when the 
multitude were distressed by the zealots, among whom John 
was numbered, persuaded the people to admit this Simon to 
come in to assist them, while he had made no terms with 
him, nor expected any thing that was evil from him. But 
when Simon was come in, and had gotten the city under his 
power, he esteemed him that had advised them to admit him 
as his enemy equally with the rest, as looking upon that ad- 
vice as a piece of his simplicity only ; so he had him then 
brought before him, and condemned to die for b^ng on the 
Mde of the Romans, without giving him leave to make his 
defence. He condemned also his three sons to die with him ; 
for as to the fourth, he prevented him by running away to 
Titus before. And when he begged for this, that he might 
be slain before his sons, and that as a favour, on account that 
he had procured the gates of the city to be opened to him, 
he gave order that he should be slain the last of them all ; so 
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be was not slam till he had seen his sons slain before his eyeiy 
and that by being produced over against the Romans ; for 
such a charge ha^ Simon given to Ananus, the son of Barna* 
dus, who was the most baniarous of all his guards. He also 
jested upon him, and told him that he might now see whe- 
ther those to whom he intended to go over would send him 
any succours or not ; but still he forbade their dead bodies 
should be buried. After the slaughter of these, a certain 
priest, Ananias, the son of Masambulus, a person of emu 
nency, as also Aristeus, the scribe of the sanhedrim, and bom 
at Emmaus, and with them fifteen men of figure among the 
people, were slain. They also kept Josephus^s father in 
prison, and made public proclamation that no citizen whatso- 
ever should either speak to him himself, or go into his com- 
pany among others, for fear he should betray them. They 
also slew such as Joined in* lamenting these men, without any 
farther examination. 

2. Now when Judas, the son of Judas, who was one of 
Simon'^s under ofiicers, and a person intrusted by him to keep 
one of the towers, saw this procedure of Simon, he called to- 
gether ten of those under him that were most faithful to him 
(perhaps this was done partly out of pity to those that had so 
barbarously been put to death, but principally in order to 

1)rovide for his own safety), and spake thus to tnem : " How 
ong shall we bear these miseries ? or what hopes have we 
of deliverance by thus continuing faithful to such wicked 
wretches P Is not the famine already come against us P Are 
not the Romans in a manner gotten within the city ? Is not 
Simon become unfaithful to his benefactors ? and is there not 
reason to fear he will very soon bring us to the like punish*, 
ment, while the security the Romans ofier us is sure P Come 
on, let us surrender up this wall, and save ourselves and the 
city. Nor will Simon oe very much hurt, if, now he despairs 
of deliverance, he be brougnt to justice a little sooner than 
he thinks on.^ Now these ten were prevailed upon by those 
arguments ; so he sent the rest of those that were under him^ 
some one way and some another, that no discovery might be 
made of what they had resolved upon. Accordingly he called 
to the Romans from the tower about the thira hour ; but 
they, some c^ them out of pride, despised what he said, and 
others of them did not believe him to be in earnest, tliough 
tlie greatest number delayed the matter, as believing they 
sliould get possession of the city in a little time without any 
hazard. But when Titus was jnst coming thither with his 
armed men, Simon was acquainted with the matter before he 
came, and presently took the tower into his own custody 
before it was siurrendered, and seized upon thes^ men, and 
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put them to death in the siriit of the Romans themselves ; 
and when he had mangled Ukw dead bodies, he threw them 
down before the wall of the city. 

8. In the mean time Josephus, as he was going round the 
city, had his head wounded by a stone that was thrown at 
him, upon which he fell down as giddy. Upon which fall 
of his, the Jews made a sally, and he had been hurried away 
into the city, if Caesar had not sent men to protect him imm&. 
diately ; and as these men were fighting, Josephus was taken 
up, though he heard little of what was done. So the sedi- 
tious supposed they had now slain that man whom they were 
the most desirous of killing, and made thereupon a great noise 
in way of rejoicing. This accident was told m the city ; and 
the multitude that remained became very disconsolate at the 
news, as being persuaded that he was really dead on whose 
account alone they could venture to desert to the Romans. 
But when Joseph us^s mother heard in prison that her son 
was dead, she said to those that watched about her, that 
*^ she had always been of opinion, ^ce the siege of Jotapata 
[that he would be slain], and she should never enjoy him 
alive any more.^ She also made great lamentation privately 
to the maid-servants that were about her, and said, that 
^* this was all the advantage she had of bringing so extra- 
ordinary a person as this son into the world, that she should 
not be able even to bury that son of hers, by whom she ex- 
pected to have been buried herself^ However, this false 
report did not put his mother to pain, nor afford merriment 
to the robbers long ; for Josephus soon recovered of his 
wound, and came out, and cried out aloud, that ** it would 
not be long ere they should be punished for this wound they 
had given him.'" He also made a fresh exhortation to the 
people, to come out upon the security that would be given 
them. This sight of Josephus encouraged the people great- 
ly, and brought a great consternation upon the seditious. 

4. Hereupon some of the deserters, having no other way, 
leaped down from the wall immediately, while others of them 
went out of the city with stones, as if they would fight them ; 
but thereupon they fled away to the Romans. But here a 
worse fate accompanied these than what they had found 
within the city ; and they met with a quicker dispatch, from 
the too great abundance they had among the Romans, than 
they could have done from the famine among the Jews ; for 
when they came first to the Romans, they were puffed up by 
the famine, and swelled like men in a dropsy ; after which, 
they all on the sudden over-filled those bodies that were be- 
fore empty, and so burst asunder, excepting such only as were 
skilful enough to restrain their appetites, and by degrees took 
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in their food into bodies unaccustomed thereto. Yet did an« 
other plague seize upon those that were thus preserved ; for 
there was found among the Syrian deserters a certain person^ 
who was caught gathering pieces of gold out of the excre- 
ments of the Jews^ bellies ; for the deserters used to swallow 
such pieces of gold, as we told you before, when they came 
out ; and for these did the seaitious search them ail ; for 
there was a great quantity of gold in the city, insomuch that 
as much was now sold [in the Roman camp] for twelve Attic 
[drams] as was sold before for twenty. five. But when this 
contrivance was discovered in one instance, the fame of it 
filled their several camps that the deserters came to them 
full of gold. So the multitude of the Arabians, with the 
Syrians, cut up those that came as supplicant9, and searclied 
their bellies. Nor does it seem to me that iany misery befell 
the Jews that was more terrible than this, since in one night^s 
time about two thousand of these deserters were thus dis- 
sected. 

6. When Titus came to the knowledge of this wicked prac- 
tice, he had like to have surrounded thosethat had been guilty 
of it with his horse, and have shot them dead ; and he had 
done it, had not their number been so very great, and tliose 
that were liable to this punishment would have been mani- 
fold more than those whom they had slain. However, he 
called together the commanders of the auxiliary troops he had 
with him, as well as tlie commanders of the Uoman legions 
(for some of his own soldiers had been also guiltj^ herein, as 
he had been informed), and had great indignation against 
both sorts of them, and said to them, ^^ What ! have any of 
my own soldiers done such things as this out of the unoer- 
tam hope of gain, without regarding their own weapons, 
which are made of silver and gold ? Moreover, do the Ara- 
bians and Syrians now first of all begin to govern tliemselves 
as they please, and to indulge their appetites in a foreign war, 
and then, out of their barbarity in murdering men, and out 
of their hatred to the Jews, get it ascribed to the Romans ?^ 
For this infamous practice was said to be spread among some 
of his own soldiers also. Titus then threatened that he 
would put such men to death if any of them were discovered 
to be so insolent as to do so again ; moreover, he gave it in 
charge to the legions, that' they should make a search after 
such as were suspected, and should bring them to him. But 
it appeared, that the love of money was too b&rd for all their 
dread of piuiishroent, aiid a vehement desire of gain is na- 
tural to men, and no passion is so venturesome as covetous- 
ness ; otherwise such passions have certain bounds, and are 
subordinate to fear. But in reality it was God who con- 
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demned the whole nation, and turned every course that was 
taken for their preservation to their destruction. This, there- 
fore, whidi was forbidden by Caesar under such a threaten- 
ing, was ventured upon privately against the deserters, and 
these barbarians would go out still, and meet those that run 
away before any saw them, and looking about them to see 
that no Roman spied them, they dissected them, and pulled 
this polluted money out of their bowels ; which money was 
«till found in a few of them, while yet a great many were de- 
stroyed by the bare hope there was of thus getting by them ; 
which miserable treatment made many that were deserting to 
return back again into the city. 

6. But as for John, when he could no longer plunder the 
people, he betook himself to sacrilege, and melted down many 
of the sacred utensils, which had been given to the temple* 
as also many of those vessels which were necessary for such 
as ministered about holy things, the caldrons, the dishes, and 
the tables ; nay, he did not abstain from those pouring vessels 
tliat were sent them by Augustus and his wife ; for the Ro- 
man emperors did ever both honour and adorn this temple ; 
whereas this man, who was a Jew, seized upon what were the 
donations of foreigners, and said to those that were wkh him, 
that it was proper for them to use divine things, while they 
were fighting for the Divinity, without fear, and that such 
whose warfare is for the temple should live off the temple ; 
on which account he emptied the vessels of that sacred wine 
and oil, which the priests kept to be poured on the burnt- 
offerings, and which lay in the inner court of the temple, and 
distributed it among the multitude, who, in their anointing 
themselves, and drinking, used [each of them] above a hin 
of them. And here I cannot but spoak my mmd, and what 
the concern I am under dictates to me, ana it is this ; I sup- 
pose, that had the Romans made any longer delay in coming 
against these villains, that the city would cither have been 
swallowed up by the ground opening upon them, or been 
overflowed by water, or else been destroyed by such thunder 
as the country of Sodom* perished by ; for it had brought 
forth a generation of men much more atheistical than were 
those that suffered such punishments ; for by their madness 
it was that all the people came to be destroyed. 

7. And, indeed, why do I relate these particular calamities? 

* Josepbu«, both here and before, B. iv. ch. riii. lect 4, esteems the land of 
Sodom, not as part of the lake Asplutltitis, or under its waters, but near it only, 
as Tacituj also took the same notion from biji, Hist. v. vi. 7t which the great 
Keland takes to be the rery truth, both in bis note on this place, and in bis Pa- 
lestina, torn, i, page 254-258. though I rather supjiose part of that region of 
Pentapolis to be now under the waters of the south part of that »ea, but perhap« 
not the whole country. 
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while Manneus, the son of Lazarus, came running to Titus 
at this very time, and told him, that there had been carried 
out through that one gate, which was entrusted to his care, 
no fewer than a hundred and fifteen thousand eight hundred 
and eighty dead bodies, in the interval between the four- 
teenth day of the month Xanthicus [Nisan] when the Ro- 
mans pitched their camp by the city, and the first day of the 
month Panemus [Tamuz]. This was itself a prodigious mul- 
titude ; and though this man was not himself set as a gover- 
nor at that gate, yet was he appointed to pay the public 
stipend for carrying these bodies out, and so was obliged of 
necessity to number them, while the rest were buried by their 
relations ; though all their burial was but this, to bring them 
away and cast them out of the city. After this man, there 
ran away to Titus many of the eminent citizens, and told him 
the entire number of the poor that were dead, and that no 
fewer than six hundred tnousand were thrown out at the 
gates ; though still the number of the rest could not be dis- 
covered : and they told him farther, that when they were no 
loneer able to carry out the dead bodies of the poor, they 
laid their corpses on heaps in very large houses, and shut 
them up therein ; as also that a medimnus of wheat was sold 
for a talent, and that when, a while afterward, it was not pos- 
sible to gather herbs, by reason the city was all walled about, 
Bome persons were driven to that terrible distress as to search 
the common shores and old dunghills of cattle, and to eat 
the dung which they got there ; and what they of old could 
not endure so much as to see, they now used for food. When 
the Romans barely heard all this, they commiserated their 
case ; while the seditious, who saw it also, did not repent, 
but suffered the same distress to come upon themselves ; for 
they were blinded by that fate which was already coming 
upon the city, and upon themselves also. 
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BOOK VI. 



Coniaming the Interval of about One Monih, 

FROM THE GREAT EXTREMITY TO WHICH THE JEWS WERE 
REDUCED, TO THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BT TITUS. 
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CHAP. I. 



Thai the Miseries of the Jews still grew worse ; and how the 
Romans made an Assault upon the Tower ofAntonia, 

§ 1. Thus did the miseries of Jerusalem grow worse and 
worse every day ; and the seditious were still more irritated 
by the calamities they were under, even while the £Eunine 
preyed upon themselves after it had preyed upon the people. 
And indeed the multitude of carcasses that lay in heaps one 
upon another was a horrible sight, and produced a pestilen- 
tial stench, which was a hinderance to tliose that would make 
sallies out of the city, and fight the enemy ; but as those 
were to go in battle array, who had been already used to ten 
thousana murders, and must tread upon those dead bodies as 
they marched along, so were they not terrified, nor did they 
pity men as they marched over them ; nor did they deem 
this affront offered to the deceased, to be any ill omen to 
themselves ; but as they had their right hands already pcd- 
luted with the murders of their own countrymen, and in that 
condition ran out to fight with foreigners, they seem to me to 
have cast a reproach upon Grod himself, as if he were too slow 
in punishing them : for the war was not now gone on with 
as iif they had any hope of victory ; for they gloried after a 
brutish manner, m that despair of deUverance they were al- 
ready in. And now the Romans, although they were greatly 
distressed in getting together their materials, raised their banks 
in one and twenty days, after they had cut down all the trees 
that were in the country that adjoined to the city, and that 
for ninety furlongs round abput, as I have already related. 
And truly the very view itself of the country was a melan-. 
choly thing; for those places which were before adorned 
with trees and pleasant gardens, were now become a deso- 
late country every way, and its trees were all cut down ; nor 
could any foreigner that had formerly seen Judea, and the 
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most beautiful suburbs of the city, and now saw it as a de- 
sert, but lament and mourn sadly at so great a change ; for 
the war had laid all the signs of beauty quite waste ; nor, if 
any one that had known the place before, had come on a 
sudden to it now, would he have known it agmn ; but though 
he were at the city itself, yet would he have inquired for it 
notwithstanding. 

S. And now the banks were finished, they afforded a foun- 
dation for fear both to the Romans and to the Jews ; for the 
Jews expected that the city would be taken, unless they 
could burn those banks ; as did the Romans expect that, if 
these were once burnt down, they should never be able to 
take it ; for there was a mighty scarcity of materials, and the 
Ixxlies of the soldiers began to fail with such hard labours, as 
did their souls faint with so many instances of ill success; nay, 
the very calamities themselves that were in the city proved a 

S eater discouragement to the Romans than to those within 
e city ; for they found the fighting men of the Jews to be 
not at all mollified among such their sore afflictions, while 
they had themselves perpetually less and less hopes of success, 
and their banks were forced to yield to the stratagems of the 
enemy, their engines to the firmness of their wall, and their 
closest fights to the boldness of their attack ; and, what was 
their greatest discouragement of all, they found the Jews' 
courageous souls to be superior to the multitude of the mise- 
ries they were under by tneir sedition, their famine, and the 
war itself; insomuch that they were ready to imagine, that 
the violence of their attacks was invincible, and that the ala^ 
crity the^ shewed would not be discouraged by their calami- 
ties ; for what would not those be able to bear if they should 
be fortunate, who turned their very misfortunes to the im- 
provement of their valour ? These considerations made the 
Romans to keep a stronger guard about their banks than they 
formerly had done. 

S. But now John and his party took care for securing 
themselves afterward, even in case this wall should be thrown 
down, and fell to their work before the battering rams were 
brought against them. Yet did they not compass what they 
endeavoured to do, but as they were gone out with their 
torches, they came back under great discouragement before 
they came near to the banks : and the reasons were these, 
that, in the first place, their conduct did not seem to be una- 
nimous, but they went out in distinct parties, and at distinct 
intervals, and after a slow manner, and timorously, and, to 
say all in a word, without a Jewish courage ; for they were 
now defective in what is peculiar to our nation, that is, in 
boldness, in violence of assault, and in running upon the ene- 
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my all together, and in persevering in what they go about, 
thoufi^h they do not at first succeed in it ; but they now went 
out in a more languid manner than usual, and at the same 
time found the Romans set in array, and more courageous 
than ordinary, and that they guarded tiieir banks both with 
their bodies and their entire armour, and this to such a de- 
gree on all sides, that they left no room for the fire to get 
among them, and that every one of their souls was in such 
good courage that they would sooner die than desert their 
ranks; for, besides their notion that all their hopes were cgt 
ofi^, in case these their works were once burnt, the soldiers 
were greatly ashamed that subtilty should be quite too hard 
for courage, madness for armour, multitude for skill, and 
Jews for Romans. The Romans had now also another ad- 
vantage, in that their engines for sieges co-operated with them 
in throwing darts and stones as far as the Jews, when they 
were coming out of the city ; whereby the man that fell be- 
came an impediment to him that was next him, as did the 
danger of going farther make them less zealous in their at- 
tempts ; and for those that had run under the darts, some of 
them were terrified by the good order and closeness of the 
ekiemies^ ranks, before they came to a close fight, and others 
were pricked with their spears, and turned back a^in : at 
length they reproached one another for their cowardice, and 
retired without doing any thing. This attack was made upon 
the first day of the month Panemus [Tamuz]. So when the 
Jews were retreated, the Romans brought their engines, al- 
though they had all the while stones thrown at them from 
the tower of Antonia, and were assaulted by fire and sword, 
and by all sorts of darts which necessity afibrded the Jews to 
make use of; for, although these had great dependence on 
their own wall, and a contempt of the Roman engines, yet 
did they endeavour to hinder the Romansfrom bringing them. 
Now these Romans struggled hard, on the contrary, to bring 
them, as deeming that this zeal of the Jews was m order to 
avoid any impression to be made on the tower of Antonia, 
because its wall was but weak, and its foundations rotten. 
However, that tower did not yield to the blows given it from 
the engines ; yet did the Romans bear the impressions made 
by the enemies' darts which were perpetually cast at them, 
and did not give way to anv of those dangers that came upon 
them from above ; and so tliey brought their engines to bear. 
But then, as they were beneath the other, and were sadly 
wounded by the stones thrown down upon them, some of 
them threw their shields over their bodies, and partly with 
their hands, and partly with their bodies, and partly with 
crows, thev undormined its foundations, and with great pains 



188 TH£ JEWISH WAR. BOOK VI. 

they removed four of its stones. Then niffbt came upon 
both sides, and put an end to this strusgle lor the present ; 
however, that night the wall was so shal^ by the battering 
rams in that place where John had used his stratagem before, 
and had undermined their banks, that the ground then gave 
way, and the wall fell down suddenly. 

4. When this accident had unexpectedly happened, the 
minds of both parties were variously affected ; for thou^ one 
would expect that the Jews would be discouraged, because 
this fall of their wall was unexpected by them, and they had 
made no provision in that case, yet did they pull up their 
courage, because the tower of Antonia itself was still stand- 
ing ; as was the unexpected joy of the Romans at this fall of 
the wall soon quenched by the sight they had of another wall, 
which John and his party had built within it. However, the 
attack of this second wall appeared to be easier than that of 
the former, because it seemed a thing of greater facility to 
get up to it through the parts of the former wall that were 
now thrown down. This new wall appeared also to be much 
weaker than the tower of Antonia, and accordingly the Bo- 
mans imagined that it had been erected so much on the sud- 
den, that they should soon overthrow it ; yet did not any 
body venture now to go up to this wall, for that such as first 
ventured to do so must certainly be killed. 

5. And now Titus, upon consideration that the alacrity of 
soldiers in war is chiefly excited by hopes and by good words, 
and that exhortations and promises do irequently make men 
to forget the hazards they run, nay, and sometimes to despise 
death itself, got together the most courageous part of his 
army, and tried what he could do with his men by these me- 
thods : *^ O fellow-soldiers,^ said he, ^^ to make an exhorta^ 
tion to men to do what hath no peril in it is on that yery ac- 
count inglorious to such to whom that exhortation is made ; 
and indeed so it is, in him that makes the exhortation, an 
argument of his own cowardice also. I therefore think that 
such exhortations ought then only to be made use of when 
affairs are in a dangerous condition, and yet are worthy of 
being attempted by every one themselves : accordingly I am 
fully of the same opinion with you, that it is a difficult task 
to go up this wall ; but that it is proper for those that deare 
reputation for their valour to struggle with difficulties in such 
cases, will then appear, when i have particularly shewed 
that it is a brave thing to die with glory, and that the courage 
here necessary shall not go unrewarded in those that first be- 
j^n the attempt And let my first argument to move you to 
It be taken from what probaoly some would think reasonable 
to dissuade you, I mean the constancy and patience of these 
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Jews even under their ill successes ; for it is unbecoming 
you, who are Romans, and my soldiers, who have in peace 
been taught how to make wars, and who have also been used 
to conquer in those wars, to be inferior to Jews either in ac- 
tion of the hand or in courage of the soul, and this especially 
when you are at the conchifflon of your victory, and are 
assisted by Grod himself; for as to our misfortunes, they 
have been owing to the madness of the Jews, while their 
sufferings have been owing to your valour, and to the assist- 
ance Crod hath afforded you ; for as to the seditions they have 
been in, and the famine they are under, and the uege they 
now endure, and the fall of their walls without our engines, 
what can they all be but demonstrations of God^s anger 
against them, and of his assistance afforded us ! It will not 
therefore be proper for you either to shew yourselves infe- 
rior to those to whom you are really superior, or to betray 
that divine assistance which is afforaed you. And, indeedf, 
how can it be esteemed otherwise than a base and unworthy 
thing, that while the Jews, who need not be much ashamed 
if they be deserted, because they have long learned to be 
slaves to otiiers, do yet despise death, that they may be so 
no longer ; and do make sallies into the very midst of us fre- 
quently, not in hopes of conquering us, but merely for a de- 
monstration of their courage ; we, who have gotten posses- 
sion of almost all the world that belongs to cither land or 
sea, to whom it will be a great shame if wc do not conquer 
them, do not once undertake any attempt against our enemies 
wherein there is much danger, but sit still idle, with such 
brave arms as we have, and only wut till the famine and 
fortune do our business themselves, and this when we have 
it in our power, with some small hazard, to gain all that we 
desire. For if we go up to this tower of Antonia, we gain 
the city ; for if there should be any more occasion for fight- 
ing against those within the city, which I do not suppose 
there will, since we shall then be upon the top of the hill,* 
and be upon our enemies before they can have taken breath, 
these advantages promise us no less than a certain and sudden 
victory. As for myself, I shall at present wave any com- 
mendations of those who die in war,-f- and omit to speak of 

* Ildand notes here, veiy perdnentlj, that the tower of Antonb stood higher 
than the floor of the temple, or court m^joining to it ; and tluit acconlinglj they 
detctnded thence into the temple, as Josephus elsewhere speaks also. See B. vi. 
di. ii. sect. 0. 

-f* In this Rpeech of Titus we may clearly see the notions which the Romans 
then had of death, and of the happy state of those who died hravely in war, and 
the contrary CNtate of those who died ignobly in their beds by sickness. H eland 
here also produces two parallel passages, the onf out of Ammianus JVIarcellinus, 
concerning the Alani, lib. xxxi. That *^ they judged that man happy who laid 
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the immortality of those men who are dain in the mid«t of 
their martial bravery : yet cannot I forbear to imprecate upon 
those who are of a contrary digposition, that they may die in 
time of peace by some distemper or other, since their souls 
are condemned to the grave together with their bodies. For 
what man of virtue is there who does not know that those 
souls which are severed from their fleshly bodies in battles 
by the sword, are received by the ether, that purest of ele- 
ment^ and joined to that company which are placed among 
the stars; that they become good demons and propitious 
heroes, and shew themselves as such to their posterity after- 
wards ? While upon those souls that wear away in and with 
their distempered bodies, comes a subterranean night, to dis- 
solve them to nothing, and a deep oblivion to take away all 
the remembrance of them ; and this notwithstanding they 
be clean from all spots and defilements of this world ; so 
that in this case, the soul at the same time comes to the 
utmost bounds of its life, and of its body, and of its memo* 
rial also. But since fate hath determined that death is to 
come of necessity upon all men, a sword is a better instru- 
ment for that purpose than any disease whatsoever. Why 
is it not then a very mean thing for us not to yield up that 
to the public benefit, which we must yield up to fate ? And 
this discourse have I made upon the supposition that those 
who first attempt to go upon this wall must needs be killed 
in the attempt, though still men of true courage have a 
chance to escape, even in the most hazardous undertakings. 
For in the first place, that part of the former wall that is 
thrown down is easily to be ascended ; and for the new- 
built wall, it is easily destroyed. Do you, therefore, many 
of you pull un your courage, and set about this work, and 
do you mutually encourage and assist one another ; and this 
your bravery will soon break the hearts of your enemies ; 
and perhaps such a glorious undertaking as yours is may be 
accomplished without bloodshed. For although it be justly 
to be supposed that the Jews will try to hinder you at your 
first beginning to go up to them,, yet when you have once 
concealed yourselves from them, and driven them away by 
force, they will not be able to sustain your efforts against 
them any longer, though but a few of you prevent them, and 
get over the wall. As for th/it person who first mounts the 
wall, I should blush for shame if I did not make him to be 
envied of others, by those rewards I would bestow upon him. 
If such a one escape with his life, he shall have the corn- 
down his life in battle" The other of Valerius Maximus, lib. xL c. 6, who 
tajs that •« the Cimbri and the Celtiberi exulted for joy in the army, as being 
to go oat of the world gloriondy and happily." 
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mand of others that are now but his equals ; although it be 
true also, that the greatest rewards* will accrue to such as 
die in the attempt'*^ 

6. Upon this speech of Titus, the rest of the multitude 
were affrighted at so great a danger. But there was one, 
whose name was Sabinus^ a soldier that served among the 
cohorts, and a Syrian by birth, who appeared to be of very 
great fortitude, both in the actions he had done, and the cou- 
rage of his soul he had shewed ; although any body would 
have thought before he came to his work, that he was of 
such a weak constitution of body that he was not fit to be a 
soldier ; for his colour was black, his flesh was lean and thin, 
and lay close together ; but there was a certain heroic soul 
that dwelt in this small body, which body was indeed much 
too narrow for that peculiar courage which was in him. Ac* 
cordingly he was the first that rose up, when he thus spake : 
" I reaciily surrender up myself to thee, O Csesar ; I first 
ascend the wall, and I heartily wish that my fortune may fol- 
low my courage and my resolution. And if some ill fortune 
grudge me the success of my undertaking, take notice, that 
my ill success will not be unexpected, but that I choose 
death voluntarily for thy sake.^ When he had said this, and 
had spread out his shield over his head with his left hand, 
and had with his right hand drawn his sword, he marched 
up to the wall iust about the sixth hour of the day. There 
followed him eleven others, and no more, that resolved to 
imitate his bravery ; but still this was the principal person of 
them all, and went first, as excited by a divine fury. Now 
those that guarded the wall shot at them from thence, and 
cast innumerable darts upon them from every side ; they also 
rolled very large stones upon them, which overthrew some of 
those eleven that were with him. But as for Sabinus himself, 
he met the darts that were cast at him, and though he were 
overwhelmed with them, yet did he not leave off the violence 
of his attack before he had gotten up on the top of the wall, 
and had put the enemy to flight : for as the Jews were asto- 
nished at his great strength and the bravery of his soul, and 
as withal they imagined more of them had gotten upon the 
wall than really had, they were put to flight. And now one 
cannot but complain here of fortune, as still envious at virtue, 
and always hindering the performance of glorious achieve- 
ments ; this was the case of the man before us when he had 
just obtained his purpose; for he then stumbled at a certain 
large stone, and fell aown upon it headlong with a very great 
noise. ITpon which the Jews turned back, and when they 

• See the preeecUng note. 
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saw him to be alone, .and fallen down also, they threw darts 
at him from every side. However, he got upon his knee, 
and covered himself with his shield, and at the first defended 
himself agfunst them, and wounded many of those that came 
near him ; but he was soon forced to relax his right hand, 
by the multitude of the wounds that had been ^ven him, till 
at length he was quite covered over with darts before he gave 
up the ghost. He was one who deserved a better fate, by 
reason of his bravery ; but, as might be expected, he fell 
under so vast an attempt. As for the rest of his partners, 
the Jews dashed three of them to pieces with stones, and 
slew them as they were gotten up to the top of the wall ; the 
other ^ght being wounded, were pulled down and carried 
back to the camp. These things were done upon the third 
day of the month Panemus [Tamuz]. 

7. Now two days afterward, twelve of those men that were 
on the fore-front, and kept watch upon the banks, got to- 

{rether, and called to them the standard-bearer of the fifth 
egion, and two others of a troop of horsemen, and one trum- 
peter : these went without noise, about the ninth hour of the 
night, through the ruins to the tower of Antonia ; and when 
they had cut the throats of the first guards of the place, as 
they were asleep, they got possession of the wall, kna ordered 
the trumpeter to sound his trumpet. Upon which the rest of 
the guara got up on the sudden, and ran away, before any 
body could see how many they were that were gotten up ; for, 
partly from the fear they were in, and partly from the sound 
of the trumpet which they heard, they ima^ned a great 
number of the enemy were gotten up. But as soon as Caesar 
heard the signal, he ordered the army to put on their armour 
immediately, and came thither with his commanders, and 
first of all ascended, as did the chosen men that were with 
him. And as the Jews were flying away to the temple, they 
fell into that mine which John had dug under the Roman 
banks. Then did the seditious of both the bodies of the Jew* 
ish army, as well that belonging to John, as that belonging 
to Simon, drive them away ; and indeed were no way want- 
ing as to the highest degree of force and alacrity ; for they 
esteemed themselves entirely ruined if once the Komans ^t 
into the temple, as did the Komans look upon the same thmg 
as the beginning of their entire conquest. So a terrible battle 
was fought at the entrance of the temple, while the Romans 
were forcing their way in order to get possession of that 
temple, and the Jews were driving them back to the tower 
of Antonia ; in which battle the darts were on both sides use* 
less, as well as the spears, and both sides drew their swords, 
and fought it out hand to hand. Now during this struggle. 
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the positions of the men were undistinguished on both sides^ 
and they fought at random, the men being intermixed one 
with another, and confounded by reason of the narrowness of 
the place ; while the noise that was made fell on the ear after 
an indistinct manner, because it was so very loud. Great 
slaughter was now made on both sides, and the combatants 
trod upon the bodies and the armour of those that were dead, 
and dashed them to pieces. Accordingly, to which side soever 
the battle inclined, those that had the aavantage exhorted one 
another to go on, as did those that were beaten make great 
lamentation. But still there was no room for flight, nor for 
pursuit, but disorderly revolutions and retreats, while the ar- 
mies were intermixed one with another ; but those that were 
in the first ranks were under the neces»ty of killing or be- 
ing killed, without any way for escaping; for those on both 
siaes that came behind, forced those before them to go on, 
without leaving any space between the armies. At length the 
Jews^ violent zeal was too hard for the Roman skill, and the 
battle already inclined entirely that way ; for the fight had 
lasted from the ninth hour of the night till the seventh hour 
of the day, while the Jews came on in crowds, and had the 
danger the temple was in for their motive ; the Romans hav- 
ing no more here than a part of their army ; for those legions 
on which the soldiers on that side depended were not come 
up to them. So it was at present thought sufficient by the 
Romans to take possession of the tower of Antonia. 

8. But there was one Julian, a centurion, that came from 
Bithynia ; a man he was of great reputation, whom I had for- 
merly seen in that war, and one of the highest fame both for 
his skill in war, his strength of body, and the courage of his 
soul. This man seeing tlic Romans giving ground, and in a 
sad condition, for he stood by Titus at the tower of Antonia, 
leaped out, and of himself alone put the Jews to flight, when 
they were already conquerors, and made them -retire as far 
as the comer of the inner court of the temple ; from him the 
multitude fled away in crowds, as supposing that neither his 
strength nor his violent attacks could be those of a mere 
man. Accordingly, he rushed through the midst of the Jews, 
as they were dispersed all abroad, and killed those that he 
caught. Nor indeed was there any sight that appeared more 
wonderful in the eyes of Caesar, or more temble to others 
than this. However, he was himself pursued by fate, which 
it was not possible that he, who was but a mortal man, should 
escape; for as he had shoes* all full of thick and sharp naib, 

* No woDder that thif JuIUo, who had ao manj nails in hia shoes, slipped 
upon the pavement of the tcm|)]e, which was Kniooth, and laid with marble ot* 
difli»Tcnf C4>Iours. 

VOL. IV. O 
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aa had every one of the other soldiers ; so when he ran oil 
the pavement of the temple, he slipped^ and fell down upon 
his i)ack with a very great noise, which was made by his 
armour. This made those that were running away to turn 
back % whereupon those Romans that were in the tower of 
Antonia set up a great shout, as they were in fear for the 
iban. But the Jews got about him in crowds, atid struck at 
him with their spears, and with their swords, on all sidest 
Now he received a great many of the strokes of these iron 
Weapons upon his shield, and often attempted to get up again, 
but was thrown down by those that struck at him ; yet did he^ 
as he lay along, stab many of them with his sword. Nor wa(; 
be soon killed, as being covered with his helmet and his 
breast-plate in all those parts of his body where he might be 
Mortally wounded ; he also pulled his neck close to his body, 
till all his other limbs were shattered, and nobody durst come 
to defend him, and then he yielded to his fate. • Now Cesar 
was deejdy affected on account of this man of so great forti* 
tude, and especially as he was killed in the nght of so many 
t>eople ; he was desirous himself to come to his asastance, 
but the place would not give him leave, while such as could 
have done it were too much terrified to attempt it Thus 
when Julian had struggled with deajtb a great wnile^ and had 
let but few of those that had given him nis mortal wound go 
io# unhurt, he had at last his throat cut, though not without 
some difficulty, and left behind him a very great fame, ndt 
only among the Romans, and with Csesar himself, but among 
his enemies also ; then did the Jews catch up his dead body, 
and put the Romans to flight again, and shut them up in the 
tower of Antonia. Now those that most signalized themselves, 
and fought most zealously in this battle of the Jewish side, 
were one Alexas and Gyphtheus of John^s party ; and of 
Simon^s party were Malachias, and Judas the son of Merto, 
and James the son of Sosas, the commander of the Idumeans; 
and of the zealots, two brethren, Simon and Judas, the sons 
of Jurus. 



CHAP. II. 

How Titu8 gave orders to demolish the Tower of Antonia^ 
and then persiuided Josephus to exhort the Jaos again [to 
a Surreiider."] 

§ 1. And now Titus gave order to his soldiers that were 
with him, to dig up the foundations of the tower of Antonia, 
and make him a ready passage for his arm^ to come up ; 
while he himself had Josephus brought to him (for he hiad 
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been infoixfied that on thl^ very day> which was the seveii- 
teenth* day of Panenius, [TaenuB] the sacrifu^ called the 
dai^ sacrifice had failed, and had not been offered to Qod^ 
for. want of men to offer it, and that the people were griev^ 
oitsly troubled at it), and commanded him to say the*same 
tfaiogs to John that he ha<l said before, That ^^ if he had any 
malicious inclination for fi^htins, he might come out, with 
as many of his men as he pleasea, in order to fight, without 
the danger of destroying either his city pr temple ; but that 
be desired he would not defile the temple, nor tnereby offend 
against Grod : that he might, if he pleased, offer the sacri* 
fices which were now discontinued, by any of the Jews whom 
he should pitch upon.**^ Upon this, Josephus stood in sudi 
a place where he might be neard, not by John only, but by 
many more, and then declared to them what Caesar had given 
bim in charge, and this in die Hebrew language.-f" So he 
earnestly prayed them '^ to spare their own city, and to pro- 
vent that fire which was just ready to seize upon the temple, 
and to offer their usual sacrifices to God therein.^ At these 
words of his, a great sadness and silence were observed among 
the people. But the tyrant himself cast many reproaches 
upK>n Josephus, with imprecations besides ; and at bust added 
this withal, ^* That he aid never fear the taking of the city^ 
because it was God^s own city.^ In answer to which, Jose^ 
phus said thus with a loud voice, ^^ To be sure thou hast kept 
this city wonderful pure for G^^s sake ; the temple also 
continues entirely unpolluted ! Nor hast thou been guilty of 
any impiety against him for whose assistance thou hopest! 
He stilt receives his accustomed sacrifices ! Vile wretch that 
thou art ! If any one sliould deprive thee of thy daily food, 
thou wouldst esteem him to be an enemy to thee ; but thou 
hopest to have that God for thy supporter in this war, whom 
thou hast deprived of his everlasting worship ; and thou im- 
putest those sins to the Romans, who to this very time take 
care to have our laws observed, and almost compel these 
sacrifices to be still offered to Grod, which have by thy means 
been intermitted. Who is there that can avoid jproans and 
lamentations at the amazing change that is made m the city? 

* ThU was a remarkable day indeed, the 17th of Panemai [Tamui] A.D. 
70 ; when, according to Daniel*f prediction, 60G years before, the Komans in 
half a week caused the eaerifice and Ulation to ceote, Dan. ix. 27* For from 
the montli of February, A. D. 66, about which time Vespasian entered on tbii 
war, to this very time, was just three yean and a half. See Bp. Lloyd'a Tablet 
of Clironology, puUuJied by Mr. Marshall, oo this year. Nor is it to be omit- 
ted, what very nearly confirms this duration of the war, that four years before 
the war began was somewhat abo?e seven yean five montha before the destme- 
tion of Jerusalem, ch. v. sect 3. 

•f The same that in the New Testament b always so called, and was then the 
common language of the Jews in Judea, which was the Syriac dialect. 

o2 
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ftince very foreigners and enemies do now correct that impiety 
which thou hast occasioned ; while thou, who art a Jew, and 
wast educated in our laws, art become a greater enemy to 
them than the others. But still, John, it is never dishonour, 
able (b repent, and amend what hath been done amiss, even 
at the last extremity. Thou hast an instance before thee io 
Jechoniah,* the king of the Jews, if thou hast a mind to save 
the city ; who, when the king of Babylon made war against 
him, did of his own accord go out bf this city before it was 
taken, and did undergo a voluntary captivity with his family, 
that the sanctuary might not be deUvered up to the enemy, 
and that he might not sec the house of God set on fire ; on 
which account he is celebrated among all the Jews in their 
sacred memorials, and his memory is become immortal, and 
will be conveyed fresh down to our posterity through all 
ages. This, John, is an excellent example in such a time of 
danger; and I dar<^ venture to promise that the Romans shall 
still forgive thee. And take notice that I, who make this ex* 
hortation to thee, am one of thine own nation ; I, who am a 
Jew, do make this promise to thee. And it will become thee 
to consider who I am that give thee this counsel, and whence 
I am derived ; for while I am alive, I shall never be in such 
slavery as to forego my own kindred, or forget the lawaof our 
forefathers. Thou hast indignation at me again, and makest 
a clamour at me, and reproachest me ; indeed I cannot deny 
but I am worthy of worse treatment than all this amounts to, 
because^ in opposition to fate, I make this kind invitation to 
thee, and endeavour to force deliverance upon those whom 
Crod hath condemned. And who is there that does not kuow 
what the writings of the ancient prophets contain in them? 
and particularly that oracIe"f* which is just now going to be 
fulfilled upon this miserable city? For they foretold that this 
city should be then taken, when somebodfy shall begin the 
slaughter of his own countrymen. And arc not both the city 
and the entire temple now full of the dead bodies of your 
countrymen ? It is God,J therefore, it is God himself, who is 
brining on ^his fire to purge that city and temple by means 
of the RomUns, and is going to pluck up this city, which is 
full of your pollutions." 

* Our present copies of the Old Textament want this eDeomiara upon king 
Jechoniah, or Jehebchim, which it seems was in Jo»ephus*i copy. 

*t* Of this oracle see the note on B. ir. ch. vi. sect. 3. 

^ Josephus, both here and in man}' places elsewhere, speaks so that it ia 
most evident he was fully satisfied that God was oq the Roman Mde, and made 
use of them now for the destruction of that wicked' nation of ihe Jews ; which 
was for certaiu the true btaie of thin matter, us the propl)^ Daniel first, and our 
Sftviour himself afterwards, had clearly foretold. See Lit. Accompl. of Proph. 
pnge til, Ac. 
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2. As Josephus spake these words, with groans, and tears 
in his eyes, his voice was intercepted by sobs. However, the 
Aomans could not but pity the affliction he was under, and 
wonder at his conduct. But for John, and those that were 
with him, they were but the more exasperated against the 
Romans on this account, and were desirous to get Josephus 
also into their power ; yet did that discourse influence a great 
many of the better sort ; and truly some of them were so 
afraid of the guards set by the seditious that they tarrietl 
where they were, but still were satisfied that both they and 
the city were doomed to destruction. Some also there were, 
who, watching a proper opportunity when they might quietly 
get away, fled to the Romans, of whom were the high-priests 
Joseph and Jesus ; and of the 86ns of high-priests three, 
whose father was Ishmael, who was beheaded in Cyrcne ; 
and four sons of Matthias, as also one son of the other 
Matthias, who ran away* after his fa therms death, and whose 
father was slain by Simon, the son of Gioras, with three of 
his sons, as I have already related ; many also of the other 
nobility went over to the Romans, together with the high- 
priests. Now Caesar not only received these men vei*y kindly 
in other respects, but knowing they would not willingly live 
after the customs of other nations, he pent them to Gophna, 
and desired them to remain there for the present, ana told 
them, that when he was gotten clear of this war, he would 
restore each of them to their possessions again : so they 
cheerfully retired to that small city which was allotted them, 
without fear of any danger. But as they did not appear, the 
seditious gave out agfun that these deserters were slain by 
the Romans, which was done in order to deter the rest from 
running away, by fear of the like treatment. This trick of 
theirs succeecled now for a while, as did the like trick before ; 
for the rest were hereby deterred from deserting, by fear of 
the like treatment. 

3. However, when Titus had recalled those men from 
Gophna, he gave orders that they should go round the wall, 

^ together with Josephus, and shew themselves to the people; 
upon which a great many fled to the Romans. These men 
also got in a great number together, and stood before the 
Romans, and besought the seditious, with groans, and tears 
in their eyes, in the first place to receive the Romans entirely 

* Joseptius had before told us, B. t. ch. xiii. sect 1 , that this fourth son of 
Matthias ran awajr to the 'Romans before his father*8 and brethren's slaughter, 
and not after it, as here. The former account is, in all probability, the truest ; 
for had not that fourth son escaped before the others were caught and put to 
death, he had been caught and put to death with them. This last account, 
therefore, looks like an instance of a small inadvertcuce of Josephus in the place 
beiore us. 
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into the city, and save that their own place of residence again ; 
but that, if they would not ame to such a proposal, they 
would at least dfepart out of the temple, ana save the holy 
house for their own use ; for that the Romans would not ven- 
ture toiset the sanctuary on fire, but under the most press- 
ing necessity. Yet did the seditious still more and more 
contradict them ; and while they cast loud and bitter re- 
proaches upon these deserters, they also set their engines for 
throwing (A darts, and javelins, and stones, upon the sacred 
gates of the temple at due distances from one another, inso- 
•much that all the space round about, within the temple, might 
be compared to a burying-ground, so great was th^ number 
of the aead bodies therein ; as might the Iioly house itself be 
compared to a citadel. Accordingly these men rushed upon 
these holy places in their armour, that were otheri^ise unap- 
proachable, and that while their hands were yet warm with 
the blood of their own people, which they had shed ; nay, 
they proceeded to such great transgressions, that the very 
same indignation which Jews would naturally have against 
R(»nans, had they been guilty of such abuses against them, 
the ^Romans now had against Jews, for their impiety in re- 
gard to their own religious customs. Nay, indeed, there 
were none of the Roman soldiers who did not look with a 
sacred horror upon the holy house, and adored it, and wished 
that the robbers would repent before their miseries became 
incurable. 

4. Now Titus was deeply affected with this state of things, 
and reproached John ana his party, and said to them, ^* Have 
not you, vile wretches that you are, by our permission, put 
up this parti tion-wall* before your sanctuary P Have not you 
been allowed to put up the pillars thereto belonging at due 
distances, and on it to engrave in Greek, and in your own 
letters, this prohibition, That no foreigner should go beyond 
that wall ? Have not we given you leave to kill such as to 
beyond it, though he were a Roman ? And what do you do 
now, you pernicious villians ? Why do you trample Upon 
dead bodies in this temple P And why do you pollute this 
holy house with the blood of both foreigners and Jews them- 
selves? I appeal to the gods of my own coun^, and to 
every god that ever had any regard to this place (for I do 
not suppose it to be now regarded by any of them) ; I also 
appeal to my own army, and to those Jews that are now 
with me, ana even to you yourselves, that I do not force you 
to defile this your sanctuary ; and if you will but change the 

place whereon you will fight, no Roman shall either come 

<(• 

* or this partition-wall, separating Jews and G«ntiief, with its pillars and in- 
scription, see the description of the temples, ch. xv. 
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near your sanctuary, or offer any affront to it ; nay, I will 
endeavour to preserve you your holy house, whether you will 
or no.''* 

5. As Josephus explained these things from the mouth of 
Caesar, both tne robbers and the tyrant thought that these 
exhortations proceded from Titus's fear, and not from his 
good will to them, and grew insolent upon it. But when 
Titus saw that these men were neither to be moved by com- 
miseration towards themselves, nor had any concern upon 
them to have the lioly house spared, he proceeded unwill- 
ingly to go on with the war a^n against tliem. He could 
not mdeed bring all his army against them, the place was so 
narrow ; but choosing thirty soldiers of the most valiant out 
of every hundred, and committing a thousand to each tribune, 
and making Cerealis their commander in chief, he gave orders 
that they should attack the guards of the temple about the 
ninth hour of that night. But as he was now in his armour, 
and preparing to go down with them, his friends would not 
let him go, by reason of tlie • greatness of the danger, and 
what the commanders suggested to them ; for they said, that 
*^ he would do more by sitting above in the tower of Auto- 
nia, as a dispenser of rewards to those soldiers that signalized 
themselves in the fight, than by coming down and hazarding 
his own person in the fore-front of ihem ; for that they would 
all fight stoutly, while Ciesar looked upon them." With this 
advice Caesar complied, and said, that '' the only reason he 
had for such compliance with the soldiers was tins, that he 
might l)e able to jud^ of their courageous actions, and that 
no valiant soldier niight lie concealed, and miss of his re- 
ward, Qnd no cowardly soldier might go unpunished ; but 
tliat he might himself be an eye-witness, and able to give 
evidence of all tliat was done, who was to be the disposer of 
punishments and rewards to them." So he sent the soldiers 
about their work at tlie hour forementioncd, while he went 
out himself to a higher place in the tower of Antonia, whence 
he niight see what was done, and there waited with impa- 
tience to see the event. 

6. However, the soldiers that were sent did not (ind the 
guards of the temple asleep, as they ho|)ed to have done, but 
were obliged to iight with them immediately hand to hand 
as they rushed with violence upon them with a great shout. 
Now, as soon as the rest within the temple heard that shout 
of those that were upon the watch, they ran out in troops 

* That tlicfc seditiouM Jews were the direct ocotsions of their own destruction, 
and of the conflagration of their dty and temple, and that Titus camektly and 
constantly lat>oured to sare both, is here and ererywhere most evident in Jlse- 
phus. 
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upon them. Then did the Romans receive the onset of those 
that came first upon them ; but those that followed them fell 
upon their own troops, and many of them treated their own 
soldiers as if they had been enemies ; for the great confused 
noise that was made on both sides hindered them from distin- 
guishing one another^s voices, as did the darkness of the night 
hinder them from the like distinction by the sight ; besides 
that blindness which arose otherwise also from the passion and 
the fear tbey were in at the same time : for which reason it 
was all one to the soldiers who it was they struck at. How- 
ever, this ignorance did less harm to the Romans than to the 
Jews, because they were joined together under their shields, 
and made their sallies more regularly than the others did, and 
each of them remembered their watchword ; while the Jews 
were perpetually dispersed abroad, and made tlieir attacks 
and retreats at random, and so did frequently seem to one 
another to be enemies ; for every one of them received those 
of their own men that came back in the dark as Romans, and 
made an assault upon them ; so that more of them were 
wounded by their own men than by the enemy, till, upon the 
coming on of the day, the nature of the fight was discerned 
by the eye afterward. Then did they stand in battle array 
in distinct bodies, and cast their darts regularly, and regu* 
larly defended themselves. Nor did either side yield, or grow 
weary. The Romans contended with each other who should 
fight .the most strenuously, both single men and entire regi- 
ments, as being under the eye 6f Titus ; and every one con- 
cluded that this day would begin his promotion if he fought 
bravely. What were the great encouragements of the Jews 
to act vigorously were, their fear for themselves and for the 
temple, and the presence of their tyrant, who exhorted some 
and beat and threatened others to act courageously. Now 
it so happened that this fight was for the most part a 8ta« 
tionary one, wherein the soldiers went on and came back in 
a short time and suddenly ; for there was no long space of 
ground for either of their flights or pursuits. But still there 
was a tumultuous noise among the Romans from the tower of 
Antonia, who loudly cried out upon all occasions to their own 
men to press on courageously, when they were too hard for 
the Jews, and to stay when they were retiring backward ; so 
that here was a kind of theatre of war ; for wnat was done in 
this fight could not be concealed either from Titus or from 
those that were about him. * At length it appeared that this 
fight, which began at the ninth hour of the night, was not 
over till past the fifth hour of the day, and that, in the same 
place where the battle began, neither party could say they 
had made the other to retire ; but both the armies left the 
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victory almost in uncertainty between them ; wherein those 
that signalized themselves on the Roman side were a great 
many ; but on the Jewish ^de, and of those that were with 
Simon, Judas the son of Merto, and Simon the son of Josias ; 
of the Idiimeans, James and Simon, the latter of whom was 
the son of Cathlas, and James was the son of Sosas ; of those 
that were with John, Gyphtheus and Alexas ; and of the zea- 
lots, Simon the son of Jairus. 

7. In the meantime the rest of the Roman army had, in 
seven days^ time, overthrown [some] foundations of the tower 
of Antonia, and had made a ready and broad way to the tem- 
ple. Then did the legions come near the first court,* and 
began to raise their banks. The one bank was over against 
the north-west comer of the inner temple ; -t" another was at 
that northern edifice which was between the two gates ; of 
the other two, one was at the western cloister of the outer 
court* of the temple, the other against its northern cloister. 
However, these works were thus far advanced by the Romans, 
not without great pains and difficulty, and particularly by 
being obliged to bnng their materials from the distance of a 
hundred furlongs. They had farther difficulties also upon 
them : sometimes by their over great security they were in 
that they should overcome the Jewish snares laid for them, 
and by that boldness of the Jews which their despair of es- 
caping had inspired them withal ; for some of their norsemen, 
when they went out to gather wood or hay, let their horses 
feed without having their bridles on, dunng the time of fo- 
raging ; upon which horses the Jews sallied out in whole 
bodies and seized them. And when this was continually done, 
and Caesar believed what the truth was, that the horses were 
stolen more by the negligence of his own men than by the 
valour of the Jews, he determined to use greater seventy to 
oblige the rest to take care of their horses ; so he commanded 
that one of those soldiers who had lost their horses should 
be capitally punished ; whereby he so teriified the rest, that 
they preserved their horses for the time to come ; for they 
did not any longer let them go from them to feed by them- 
selves, but as if they had grown to them, they went always 
along with them when they wanted necessaries. Thus did 
the Romans still continue to make war against the temple, 
and to raise their banks ag^nst it. 

8. Now, after one day had been interposed since the Ro- 
mans ascended the breach, many of the seditious were so 
pressed by the famine ujxjn the present failure of their ra- 

• Court cf ihc Gentiles. f Court of IsracL 
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vages, that they got together, and made an attack on those 
Roman guards that were upon the Mount of Olives, and this 
about the eleventh hour of the day, as supposing, first, that 
they would not expect such an onset ; and, m the next place, 
that they were then taking care of their bodies, and thkt 
therefore they should easiTjr beat them. But the Romans 
were apprised, of their coming to attack them beforehand, 
and running togethier from the neighbouring camps on the 
siiddeh, prevented them from getting over their fortification, 
or forcing the wall that was built wout them. Upon this 
-came on a sharp fight, and here many great actions were per- 
formed on both sides ; while the Romans shewed botli their 
courage and their skill in war. Its did the Jews oome on them 
with immoderate violence and intolerable passion. The one 
party were urged on by shame, and the other by neces^y ; 
for it seemed a very shameful thing to the Ramans to let the 
Jews go, now they were taken in a kind of net ; while the 
Jews had but one hope of saving themselves, and that was 
in case they could by violence break through the Roman wall; 
and one whose name was Pedanitis^ belonging to a party of 
horsemen, when the Jews were already beaten and forced 
down into the valley together, spurred his horse on their flank 
rwith great vehemence, and caught up a certain young man 
belonging to the enemy by his ancle, as he was running away. 
The man was, however, of a robust body, and in his ar- 
mour : so low did Pedanius bend himself downward from his 
horse, even as he was galloping away, and so great was the 
strength of his right hand, andof the rest of his body, as also 
4iach skill had he in horsemanship. So this man seized upon 
that his prey as upon a precious treasure, and carried nim 
as his captive to Ccesar; whereupon Titus admired the man 
that had seized the other, for his great eftrength; and ordered 
-the man that was caught to be punished [with death] for his 
attempt against the Roman wall, but betook himself to the 
siege of the temple and to pressing on the raising of the 
banks. 

9. In the meantime, the Jews were so distressed by the 
fiffhts they had been in, as the war advanced higher and 
higher, and creeping up to the holy house itself, that they, 
as it were, cut off those limbs of their body which were in- 
fected, in order to prevent the distempers spreading farther ; 
for they set the north-west cloister, which was joined to the 
tower of Antonia, on fire, and after that brake off about 
twenty cubits of that cloister, and thereby made a beginning 
in burning the sanctuary : two days after which, or on the 
twenty-fourth day of the forenamed month [Panemus, or 
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Tamuz], the Romans set fire to the cloister that joined to 
the other, when the fire went fifteen cubits farther. Ti|e 
Jews in like manner cut off its roof; nor did they entirely 
leave off what they were about till the tower of Antonia was 

Crted from the temple, even when it was in their power to 
ve stopped the fire ; nay, they lay still while the temple 
was first set on fire, and deemed this spreading of the fire 
to be for their own advantage. However, the armies were 
still fighting one against another about the temple, and the 
war was managed by continual sallies of particuliar parties 
against one another. 

10. Now there was at this time a man among the Jews ; 
low of stature he was, and of a despicable appearance ; of no 
character, either as to his family or in other respects; his 
name was Jonathan. He went out at the high-pnest John^s 
monument, and uttered many other insolent tnings to the 
Romans, and challenged the best of them all to a single 
combat. But many of those that stood there in the army 
huffed him, and many of them (as tliey might well be) were 
afraid of him. Some of them also reasoned thus, and that 
justly enough, that it was not fit to fight with a man that 
desired to die, because those that utterly despaired of deliver- 
ance had, besides other passions, a violence of attacking men 
that could not be opposed, and had no r^;ard to Grod him« 
self; and that to hazard one^s self with a person, whom if 
you overcome you do no great matter, and by whom it is 
hazardous that you may be taken prisoner, would be an in- 
stance not of manly courage, but of unmanly rashness. So 
' there being nobody that came out to accept the man^s chal- 
lenge, and the Jew cutUng them with a great number of re- 
proaches, as cowards (for he was a very haughty man in him- 
self, and a great despiser of the Romans), one whose name 
was Pudensy of the body of horsemen, out of his abomiaa- 
tioo of the other^s words, and of his impudence withal, and 
perhaps out of an inconuderate arrogance, on account of the 
other^s lowness of stature, ran out to him, and was too hard 
for him in other respects, but was betrayed by. his ill fortune, 
for he fell down ; and as he was down, Jonathan came run- 
ning to him, and cut. his throat, and tlien standing upon his 
dead body, he brandished his sword, bloody as it was, and 
shook his shield with his left hand, and made many acdama^ 
tions to the Roman army, and insulted over the dead man, 
and jested upon the Romans ; till at length one Priscus, a 
centurion, shot a dart at him, as he was leaping and play- 
ing the fool with himself, and thereby pierced him through : 
upon which a shout was set up both by the Jews and the 
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Romans, though on different accounts. So Jonathan grew 
giddy by the pain of his wounds, and fell down upon the 
body of his adversary, as a plain instance how suddenly ven- 
geance may come upon men that have success in war with- 
out any just deserving the same. 
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Concerning a Stratagem that was devised by the JewSy by 
which they burnt many of the Romans ; with another De^ 
scription of the terrible Famine that was in the City. 

6 1. But now the seditious that were in the temple did every 
day openly endeavour to beat off the soldiers that were upon 
the banks, and on the t\^enty-seventh day of the forenamed 
month [Pancmus, or Tamuz], contrived such a stratagem as 
this : they filled that part of the western cloister* which was 
between the beams, and the roof under them, with dry ma- 
terials, as also with bitumen and pitch, and then retired from 
that place, as though they were tired with the pains they had 
taken ; at which procedure of theirs, many of the most in- 
considerate a^iong the Romans, who were carried away with 
violent passions, followed hard after them as they were re« 
tiring, and applied ladders to the cloister, and got up to it 
suddenly : but the more prudent part of them, when they 
understood this unaccountable retreat of the Jews, stood still 
where they were before. However, the cloister was full of 
those that were going up the ladders ; at which time the Jews 
set it all on fire ; and as the flame burst out everywhere on 
the sudden, the Romans that were out of the danger were 
seized with a very great consternation, as were those that 
were in the midst of the danger in the utmost distress. So 
when they perceived themselves surrounded with the flames, 
some of them threw themselves down backwards into the city, 
and some among their enemies [in the temple] ; as did many 
leap down to their own men, and brake their limbs to [Heces ; 
but a great number of those that were going to take these 
violent methods were prevented by the fire ; though some 
prevented the fire by tneir own swords. However, the 'fire 
was on the sudden carried so far as to surround those who 
would have otherwise perished. As for Csesar himself, he 
could not however but commiserate those that thus perished, 
although they got up thither without any order for so doing, 
since there was no way of giving them any relief.. Yet was 

• Of the Coart of the Gentilec. 
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this some comfort to those that were destroyed, that every 
body might see that person grieve for whose sake they came 
to their end ; for he cried out openly to them, and leaped up, 
and exhorted those that were about him to do their utmost 
to relieve them. So every one of them died cheerfully, as 
carrying along with him these words, and this intention of 
Csesar, as t^ sepulchral monument. Some there were, in- 
deed, who retired into the wall of the cloister, which was 
broad, and were preserved out of the fire, but were then sur- 
rounded by the Jews ; and, although they made resistance 
against the Jews for a long lime, yet were they wounded by 
them, and at length they all fell down dead. 

2. At the last, a young man among them, whose name was 
LongtiSy became a decoration- to this sad affair ; and while 
every one of them that perished were worthy of a memorial, 
this man appeared to deserve it beyond all the rest. Now 
the Jews admired this man for his courage, and were farther 
desirous of having him slain : so they persuaded him to come 
down to them, upon security given him for his life. But 
Cornelius, his brother, persuaded him, on the contrary, not 
to tarnish his own glory nor that of the Roman army. He 
complied with this last advice, and lifting up his sword be- 
fore both armies, he slew himself. Yet was there one Arto- 
rius among those surrounded with the fire, who escaped by 
his subtilty, for when he had with a loud voice called to him 
Lucius, one of his fellow-soldiers that lay with him in the 
same tent, and said to him, ^^ I do leave thee heir of all I 
have, if thou wilt come and receive me.**' Upon this he came 
running to receive him readily : Artorius then threw himself 
down upon him, and saved his own life, while he that re- 
ceived him was dashed so vehemently against the stone pave- 
ment by the other's weight, that he died immediately. This 
melancholy accident made the llomans sad for a while, but 
still it made them more upon their guard for the future, and 
was of advantage to them against the delusions of the Jews, 
by which they were greatly damaged through their unac- 
quaintedness with the places and with the nature of the in- 
habitants. Now this cloister was burnt down as far as Johtfs 
tower, which he built in the war he made against Simon, 
over the gates that led to the Xystus. The Jews also cut 
off the rest of that cloister from the temple, after they had 
destroyed those that got up to it. But the next day the 
Romans burnt down the northern cloister entirely as far as 
the east cloister, whose common angle joined to the valley 
that was called Cedron^ and was built over it ; on which ac- 
count the depth was frightful. And this was the state of 
the tcmnio at that time. 
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8. Now, of those that perished by fSEunine In the city, the 
number was prodigious, and the miseries they underwent 
were unspeakable ; for if so mHch as the shadow of any kind 
of food aid anywhere appear, a war was comtanenced pre* 
sently, and the dearest friends fell a-fighting one with another 
about it« snatching from each other the most miaerable sup- 
ports of life. Nor Would men believe that those who were 
dying had no food, but the robbers would search them when 
they were expiring, lest any one should have concealed food 
in their bosoms, and counterfeited dying ; nay, these robbers 
gaped for want, and ran about stumbling and staggering along 
nke mad dogs, and reeling against the doors of the houses like 
drunken men; they would also, in the great distress they were 
in, rush into the very same houses two or three times m one 
and the same day. Moreover, their hunger was so intoler- 
able, that it obliged them to chew every thing, while they 
gathered such things as the most sordid animals would not 
touch, and endured to eat them ; nor did theiy at length ab- 
stain from girdles and shoes, and. the very leather which be- 
longed to their shields they pulled off and gnawed ; the.ver^ 
wisps of old hay became food to some, and sotne gathered 
up fibres, and sold a very small weight of them for four Attic 
[drachmae.] But why do I. describe the shameless impudence 
that the famine brought on men in their eating inanimate 
things ? while I am going to relate a matter of fact, the lik^ 
to which no history relates,* ^ther among the Greeks or 
barbarians. It is horrible to speak of it, and incredible when 
heard. I had indeed willingly omitted this calamity of ours, 
that I might not seem to deliver what is so portentous to pos- 
terity, but that I have innumerable witnesses to it in my own 
age ; and besides, my country would have had little reason 
to thank me for suppressing the miseries that she underwent 
at this time. 

4. There was a certain woman that dwelt beyond Jordan ; 

* What Josepbus observes here, that no partUel examples had been recorded 
before this time of soch sieges, wherein mothers were forced by extremity of 
£unine to eat their own chUdreo, as had been threatened to the Jews, in the law 
of Moses, upon obstinate disobedience, and more than once fulfilled, (see my 
Boyle*s Lectures, p. 21 0-2 14), is by Dr. Hudson supposed to have had two 
or three parallel examples in later ages. He might have had more examples, 
I snppose, of persons on shipboard, or in a desert island, casting lots fbr each 
oihflr*s bodies ; but all this was only in cases where they knew of no possible way 
to avoid death themselves but by killing and eating others. Whether such ex- 
amples come up to the present case may be doubted. The Romans were not 
only willing, but very desirous to grant those Jews in Jerusalem both their lives 
and their liberties, and to save both their city and their temple. But the zealots, 
the robbers, and the seditious, would hearken to no terms of submission. They 
voluntarily chose to reduce the citizens to that extremity as to force mothers to 
this unnatural barbarity, which, in all its circumstances, has not, I still suppose, 
been hitherto paralleled among the rest of mankind. 
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her name was Mary ; her father wasEleazar, of the village 
Bethezuby which simifies the house of Hyssop, She was 
eminent for her family and her wealth, and had fled away to 
Jerusalem with the rest of the multitude, and was with them 
besieged therein at this time. The other effects of this wo. 
man had been already seized upon, such I mean as she had 
brought with her out of Perea, add removed to the city. 
What she had treasured up besides, as also what food she 
bad contrived to save, had been also carried off by the rapa« 
eiouB guards, who came every day running into her house for 
that purpose. This put the poor woman into a very great 
passion, and by the frequent reproaches and imprecations she 
cast at these rapacious villains, she had provoked them to an- 
ger against her ; but none of them, either out of the indigna- 
tion she had raised against herself, or out of commiseration 
of her case, would take away her life ; and if she found any 
food, she perceived her labours were for others and not for 
herself; and it was now become impossible for her any way 
to iind any more food, while the famine pierced through her 
very bowels and marrow, when also her passion was fired to 
a degree beyond the famine itself; nor aid she consult with 
any thing but with her passion and the necessity she was in. 
She then attempted a most unnatural thing, and snatching 
up her son, who was a child sucking at her breast, she saicH 
^* O thou miserable infant ! for whom shall I preserve thee in 
this war, this famine, and this sedition P As to the war with 
the Romans, if thejr preserve our lives, we must be slaves. 
This famine also will destroy us even before that slavery 
comes upon us. Yet are these seditious rogues more tern* 
ble than both the other. Come on ; be thou my food, and 
be thou a fury to those seditious varlcts, and a by-word to 
the world, which is all that is now wanting to complete the 
calamities of us Jews."*^ As soon as she had said this, she 
slew her son, and then roasted him, and eat the one-half of 
him, and kept the other half by her concealed. Upon this, 
the seditious came in presently, and smelling the horrid scent 
of this food, they threatened, her, that they would cut her 
throat immediately, if she did not shew them what food she 
had gotten ready. She replied, that '^ she had saved a very 
fine portion of it for them ;^ and withal uncovered what was 
left of her son. Hereupon they were seized with a horror 
and amazement of mind, and stood astonished at the sight, 
when she said to them, ^^ This is mine own son, and what hath 
been done was mine own doing. Come, eat of this food, for 
I have eaten of it myself. Do not you pretend to be either 
more tender than a woman, or more compassionate than a 
mother ; but if you be so scrupulous, and do abominate this 
my sacrifice, as I have eaten the one half, let the rest be 
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reserved for me also.*" After which, those raen went out 
trembling, being never so much affrighted at any thing as . 
they were at this, and with some difficulty they left the rest 
of that meat to the mother. Upon which the whole city was 
full of this horrid action immediately ; and while every body 
liud this miserable case before their own eyes, they trembled, 
as if this unheard-of action had been done by themselves. 
So those that were thus distressed by the famine were very 
desirous to die, and those already dead were esteemed happy, 
because they had not lived long enough either to hear or to 
see such miseries. 

5. This sad instance was auickly told to the Romans, some 
of which could not believe it, and others pitied the distress 
which the Jews were under ; but there were many of them 
who were hereby induced to a more bitter hatred than ordi- 
nary agiunst our nation. But for Caesar, he excused himself 
before God as to this roatfer, and said,' that ^* he had pro. 
posed peace and liberty to the Jews, as well as an dblivion 
of all their former insolent practices ; but that they, instead 
of concord, had chosen sedition ; instead of peace, war; and, 
before saUety and abundance, a famine : that they had be- 
gun with their own hands to bum down that temple which 
we have preserved hitherto ; and that therefore they deserved 
to eat such food as this was : that, however, this horrid 
action of eating an own child ought to be covered with the 
overthrow of their very country itself, and men ought not to 
leave such a city upon the habitable earth to be seen by the 
sun, wherein mothers are thus fed, although such food be 
fitter for the fathers than for the mothers to eat of, since it 
is they that continue still in a state of war against us, after 
they have undergone such miseries as these.^^ And at the 
same time that he said this, he reflected on the' desperate 
condition these men must be in ; nor could he expect that 
such men could be recovered to sobriety of mind, after they 
had endured those very sufferings, for the avoiding whereof 
it only was probable they might have repented. 
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CHAP. IV. 



When the Banks were completed^ and the Battering Bams 
broughty and could do nothings Titus gave orders to set 
Fire to the Gates of the Temple ; in no long Time after 
uhichy the Holy House itself wa>s burnt down, even against 
his Consent. 

§ 1. And now two of the legions had completed their hanks 
on the eighth day of the month Lous [Ah.] WluTeu|^)n 
'r\xi\H gave orders that the battering-ram*;. should be bron;*ht, 
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and set over against the western edifice of the inner temple ; 
for, before these were brdught, the firmest of all the other 
engines had battered the wall for six days together without 
ceasing, without making any impression upon it ; but the vast 
largeness and strong connexion of-the stones was superior to 
that engine and to the other battering-rams also. Other Ra^ 
mans did indeed undermine the foundaticms of the northern 
gate, and, after a world of pains, removed the outermost 
stones ; yet was the gate still upheld by the inner stones, and 
stood still unhurt ; till the workmen, despairing of all such 
attempts by engines and crows, brought their ladders to the 
cloisters. Now the Jews did not interrupt them in so doing ; 
but when they were gotten up, they fell upon them and fought 
with them ; some of them they thrust dovm, and threw them 
backwards headlong ; others of them they met, and slew : 
they also beat many of those that went down the ladders again, 
and. slew them with their swords before they could bring 
thi^ir shields to protect them ; nay, some of the ladders they 
threw down from above, when they were full of armed men : 
a great slaughter was made of the Jews also at the same time, 
while those that bare the ensigns fought hard for them, as 
deeming it a terrible thing, ana what would tend to their great 
shame, if they permitted them to be stolen away. Yet did 
the Jews at length get possession of these engines, and de- 
stroyed those that had gone up the ladders, while the rest 
were so intimidated by what those sufibred who were slain, 
that they retired ; although none of the Romans died without 
having done good service before his death. Of the seditious, 
those that had fought bravely in the former battles did the 
like now ; as besides them did Eleazar, the brother^s son of 
Simon the tyrant. But when Titus perceived that his en- 
deavours to spare a foreign temple turned to the damage of 
his soldiers, and made them be killed, he gave order to set 
the gates on fire. 

2. In the meantime, there deserted to him Ananus, who 
came from Emmaus, the most bloody of all Simon^s guards, 
and Archclaus, the son of Magadatus ; they hoping to be still 
forgiven, because they left the Jews at a time when they were 
the conquerors. Titus objected this to these men, as a cun- 
ning trick of theirs ; and as he had been informed of their 
other barbarities toward the Jews, he was going, in all haste, 
to have them both slain. He told them, that ** they were 
only driven to this desertion because of the utmost distress 
they were in, and did not come away of their own good dis- 
position ; and that those did not deserve to be preserved by 
whom their own city was already set on fire, out of which 
fire they now hurried themselves away.'' However, the se- 
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curky he hod promised deserters overcame his resentmentef 
9ud he dismisaea them acoordingly, though he did not give 
them the same privileges that hq had afforded to others. And 
now the soldiers had already put fire to the gates, and the 
silver that was over tliem auickljr carried the flames to the 
wood that was within it, wnencc it ^read itself all on the 
sudden, and caught hold of the clcnsters. Upon the Jews 
seeing this fire all about them, their spirits sunk, together with 
their oodies, and they were under such astonishment that not 
one of them made any haste either to defend himsdf or to 
quench the fire, but they stood as mute spectators of it only. 
However, they did not so grieve at the loss of what was now 
burning, as to grow wiser thereby for the time to come ; but, 
as though the holy house itself had been on fire already, 
they whetted their passions against the Romans. This fire 
prevailed during tliat day and the next also ; for the soldiers 
were not able to burn all the cloisters that were round about 
together, at. one time, but only by pieces. 

3. But then, on the next day, Titus commanded |)art of 
his army to quench the fire, and to make a n)ad for the more 
easy marching up of the legions, while lie himself gathered 
the commanders together. Of those there were assembled 
the six principal persons ; Tiberius Alexander, the coipman- 
der [under the general] of the whole army, with Scxtus 
Cerealis, the commander of the fifth legion, and I^rcius 
Lepidus, the commander of the tenth legion, and Titus 
Frigius, the commander of the fifteenth legion ; there was also 
with them Etemius, the leader of the two legions that came 
from Alexandria, and Marcus Antonius Julianus, procurator 
of Judea ; after these came together also the rest of the pro- 
curators and tribunes. Titus proposed to these, that they 
should give him their advice what should be done about the 
holy house. Now some of these thought, ^^ it would be the 
best way to act according to the rules of war [and demolish 
it], beoiuse the Jews would never leave off rebelling while 
that house was standing, at which house it was that they used 
to get all together.^ Others of them were of opinion, that 
^' in case the Jews would leave it, and none of them would 
lay their arms up in it, he might save it ; but that in case they 
got upon it, and fought any more, he might burn it ; because 
it must then be looked upon, not as a holy house, but as a 
citadel ; and that the impiety of burning it would then belong 
to those that forced this to be done, and not to them."^ But 
Titus said, that *^ although the Jews should get upon that 
holy house, and fight us tlience, yet ought we not to reu 
venge ourselves on things that are inanimate, instead of the 
men themselves ; and that he was not in any case for burning 
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dawB 80 :9fU9t a work a« tl^it Hfras, b^cuvae .this waald b^ i( 
miachiaf |o the Bomapft Ihemsolv^ as it would be ai) omar 
meiit tQ.tbeir gpyemmeat while it coptinued.*" SaFvoB^tQ 
and Aleiuuykr a^ CerealU grew bold upop that dedartr 
tion, and agreed to the opinion of Titus. Then way this 
asserobly dissolved, Y^hep Titus had given order to itke coin- 
manders, that the rest of their forces shoqld lie still, but.tluit 
they should make use of such as were most courageous in this 
attack. . So he commanded that the chosen men . that were 
taken out of the cohorts should make their way through the 
ruins, and quench the fire. 

4. Now it is true, that on this day the Jews were sp weary, 
and under such consternation, that tliey refrained from any 
attacks. But on the next day they gathered their irhole fctrc^ 
together, and ran upon those that guarded th^ outward ^urt 
of tho temple, very boldly, through the east gate^ and this 
about the second nour of the day. These, guarcb received 
that their attack with great bravery, and by covering thew^ 
selves with their shields before, as if it were with a wcul, they 
drew their squadrons close together ; yet was it evident that 
they could not abide there very long, but would be overborn^ 
by the multitude of those that sallied out upon them, and by 
the heat of their passion. However, Caesar seeing, from tb^ 
tower of Antonia, that this squadron was likely to give way, 
he sent some chosen horsemen to support them. Hereupon 
the Jews found themselves not able to sustain t}ieir onset, 
and upon the slaughter of those in the fore-front, many of the 
rest were put to night. But as the Romans were gomg off, 
the Jews turned upon them and fought them ; and as thosjp 
Romans came back upon them, they retreated again, until 
about the fifth hour of the day they were overborne, and shut 
themselves up in the inner [court of the] temple. 

5. So Titus retired into the tower of Antonia, and resolved 
to storm the temple the next day, early in the morning, with 
his whole army, and to encamp round about the ho]y house. 
But as for that house, Grod had for certain long ago doomed 
it to the fire ; and now that fatal day was come, aocordipg fp 
the revolution of ages. It was the tenth day of the month 
Lous [Ab], upon which it was formerly burnt by the kiq^ 
of Babylon ; although these flames took their rise from th^ 
Jews themselves, and were occasioned by them ; for upon 
Titus^s retiring, the seditious lay still for a little while, and 
then attacked the Romans again, when those that guarded 
the holy house fought with those that quenched the fire that 
was burning in the inner [court of the] temple ; but these 
Romans put the Jews to flight, and proceeded as far as the 
holy house itself. At which time one of the soldiers, without 

p2 
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staying ftir any orders, and without any concern or dread upon 
him at so great an undertaking, and being hurried on by a 
certain divine fury, snatched somewhat oqt of the materials 
4hat were on fire, and being lifted up by another soldier, he 
set fire to a golden window, through which there was a pas- 
sage to the rooms that were round about the holy house, on 
the north side of it. As the flanles went upwiu^, the Jews 
made a great clamour, such as so mighty an affliction required, 
and ran togetlier to prevent it ; and now they spared not 
their lives any longer, nor suffered any thing to restrain their 
force, since that holy house was perishing, for whose sake it 
was that they kept such a guard about it. 

6. And now a certain person came running to Titus, and 
told him of this fire, as he was resting himself in his tent after 
the last battle ; whereupon he rose up in great haste, and, as 
he was, ran to the holy house, in order to have a stop put to 
the fire ; after him followed all his commanders, and after 
them followed the several legions in great astonishment : so 
there was a great clamour and tumult raised, as was natural 
upon the disorderly motion of so great an army. Then did 
Cssar, both by calling to the soldiers that were fighting, with 
a loud voice, and by giving a signal to thoni with his right 
hand, order them to quench the fire. But they did not hear 
what he said, though he spake so loud, having their oars al- 
ready dinned by a greater noise another way ; nor did they 
attend to the signal he made with his hancf neither, as still 
some of them were distracted with fighting, and others with 
passion. But as for the legions that came running thither, 
neither any persuasions nor any threatenings could restrain 
their violence, but each one^s own passion was his commander 
at this time ; and as they were crowding into the temple to- 
gether, many of them were trampled on by the others ; while 
a great number fell among the ruins of tlie cloisters, which 
were still hot and smoking, and were destroyed in the same 
miserable way with those whom they had conquered ; and 
when they were come near the holy house, they made as if 
they did not so much as hear Ca?sar^s orders to tlhe contrary ; 
but they encouraged those that were before them to set it on 
fire. As for the seditious, they were in too great distress 
already to afford their assistance [towards quenching the fire] ; 
they were everywhere slain, and everywhere beaten : and as 
for a great part of the people, they were weak, and without 
arms^ and had their throats cut wherever they were caught. 
Now round about the altar lay dead IxKlies heaped one u|>on 
another, as at the steps* going up to it ran a great quantity 

* These steps to the altar of bumt-offering seem here citlicr .in improper and 
inaccurate expression i»f .Tosephus, since it was unlaw Ail to mnkc 1;t<1ilcr steps ; 
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of their Uood, whither also the dead bodies that were slain 
above [on the altar] fell down. 

7. And now, since Caesar was no way able to restrain the 
enthusiasUc fury of the soldiers, and the fire proceeded on 
more and more, he went into the holy place of the temple, « 
with his commanders, and saw it, with what was in it, which 
he found to be superior to what the relations of foreigners 
contained, and not inferior tdt what we ourselves boasted of 
and believed about it. But as the flame had not as yet reached 
to its inward parts, but was still consuming the rooms that 
were about the holy house, and Titus supposing, what the 
fact was, that the house itself might yet be saved, he came up 
in haste, and endeavoured to persuade the soldiers to quencfi 
the fire, and gave order to Liperalius the centurion, and one 
of those spearmen that were about him, to beat the soldiers 
that were refractory, with their staves, and to restrain them ; 
yet were their passions too hard for the regards they had for 
Caesar, and the dread they had of him who forbade them, as 
was their hatred of the Jews, and a certain vehement inclina* 
tion to fight them too hard for them also. Moreover, the 
hope of plunder induced many to go on, as having this opi- 
nion, that all the places within were full of money, and as 
seeing that all round about it was made of gold. And besides, 
one of those that went into the place prevented Ca^sar, when 
he ran out so hastily to restrain the soldiers, and threw the 
fire upon the hinges of the gate, in the dark ; whereby the 
flame burst out from within the holy house itself immediate- 
ly, when the commanders. i^tired, and Caesar with them, and 
when nobody any longer forbade those that were without to 
set fire to it. And thus was the holy house burnt down 
without Caesar^s approbation. 

8. Now, although any one would justly lament the de- 
St ruction of such a work as this was, since it was the most 
admirable of all the works that we have seen or heard, botli 
for its curious structure and its magnitude, afid also for the 
vast wealth bestowed upon it, as well as for the glorious re- 
])utation it had for its holiness ; yet might such a one com* 
fort himself with this thought, that it was fate that decreed it 
so to be, which is inevitable, both as to living creatures and 
as to works and places also. However, one cannot but won- 
der at the accuracy of this period thereto relating ; for the 
same month and day were now observed, as I said before, 
wherein the holy house was burnt formerly by the Babylo- 

^ec description of the temples, ch. xiii. and note on Antiq. B tv. cli. Tiii. acct. 
•J ; or else those steps or stairs wo now use were invented before ibe days of 
HervMl the Great, and had been here built by him, though the later Jewa al- 
wu)8 deny it, and say that even licrod*» altar wa» ascended to by an acclivity 
only. 
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nkuds. Now the numlber of years that passed from ltd first 
foundation, which was l^d by king Solomon, till this its de» 
sttuctlon, which happened in the second year of the ra^ of 
VespasiaD^ are collected to be one diousand one hundred and 
thizty, beffldes seven months and fiflteen days ; and from the 
steotid building of it, wh^di was done by Hi^ggai, in the 
second yeiar of Cyrus the kir^, till its destruction under Ves- 
pasian, there were six hundr^ thirty-nine years and f<Mty- 
ive days. 



CHAP. V. 

The great distress the Jews were in upon the Con^digration of 
the Holy House. Concerning a false Prophet^ and the 
Signs thcU preceded this Destruction. 

§ 1. While the holy house was on fire, every thing was 
plundered that came to hand, and ten thousand of those that 
were caught were slain; nor was there a conuniseration of any 
age, or any reverence of gravity, but children and old men, 
and profane persons and priests, were all slain in the same 
manner ; so that this war went rotmd all sorts of men, and 
brought them to destruction, and ^s well those that made 
suppfication for their lives as those that defended themselves 
by noting. The flame was also carried a long way, and 
made an echo, together with the groans of those that were 
slain ; and because this hill was high, and the works at the 
temple were very great, one would have thought the whole 
city had been on fire. Nor can one imagine any thing either 
greater or more terrible than this noise ; for there was at 
once a shout of the Roman legions, who were marching all 
togeCher, and a sad clamour of the seditious, who were now 
^rrounded with fire and sword. The people also that were 
Jeft above, were beaten back upon the enemy, and under a 
gteat consternation, and made sad moans at the calamity they 
were under ; the multitude also that was in the city joined in 
this outcry with those that were upon the hill. And, besides, 
many of those that were worn away by the famine, and their 
mouths almost closed, when they saw the fire of the holy 
house, they exerted their utmost strength, and brake out into 
groans ana outcries again ; Perea* did also return the echo, 
as well as the mountains round about [the city], and aug- 

* This Ferta, if the word be not mifttaken in the copies, cannot well be that 
Perea which was beyond Jordan, whose mountains were at a considerable dis- 
•uice from JoTdan, and much too remote from Jerusalem to join in this echo at 
the GonflagratioD of the temple ; but Perea must be rather some mountains be- 
yond the brook Cedron, as was the Mount of Olivet, or some others, about 
fttch a dislanee from Jerusalem ; which obaerratton is to obvious, that it is a 
wonder our commentators here take no notice of it. 
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mented the force of the entire noise. Yet was the misery 
itself more terrible than this disorder ; for one would have 
thou^t that the hill itself, on* which the temple stood, was 
seethmg hot, as full of fire on every part of it ; that the blood 
was larger in quantity than the fire, and those that were slain 
more in number than those that slew them ; for the ground 
did nowhere appear visible, for the dead bodies that lay on 
it ; but the sddiers went over heaps of those bodies as they 
ran upon such as fled from them. And now it was that the 
multitude of the robbers were thrust out [of the inner court 
of the temple] by the Romans, and had much ado to get 
into the outward court, and from thence into the city, while 
the remainder of the populace fled into the cloister of that 
outer court. As for the priests, some of them plucked up 
frmn the holy house the spikesi* that were upon it, with their 
bases, which were made of lead, and shot them at the Ho^ 
mans instead of darts. But then, as they ^ined nothing by 
so doing, and as the fire burst out upon them, they retired 
to the wall, that was eight cubits broad, and there they tar- 
ried; yet did two of these of eminence amongst them, who 
might have saved themselves by going over to the Romans, 
or nave borne up with courage and taken their fortune -with 
the others, throw themselves into the fire, and were burnt, 
together with the holy house : their names were Meirus the 
son of Belgas, and Joseph the son of Daleus. 

2. And now the Romans, judging that it was in vain to 
spare what was round about the holy house, burnt all those 
places, as also the remains of the cloisters and the gates, two 
excepted ; the one on the east side and the other on the 
south ; both which, however, they burnt aftei^ard. They 
also burnt down the treasury chambers, in which was an im- 
mense quantity of money, and an immense number of gar- 
ments, and other precious goods, there repositcd ; and, to 
speak all in a few words, there it was that the entire riches of 
tne Jews were heaped up together, while the rich people had 
there built themselves chambers [to contain such furniturej^ 
The soldiers also came to the rest of the cloisters that -were 
in the outer [court of the] temple, whither the women and 
children, and a great mixed multitude of the people, fled, in 
number about six thousand. But before Csesar had aeter- 
mined any thing about these people, or given the commanders 
any orders relating to them, the soldiers were in such a rage 

* Beland, I tliiok, here judgei well, when he interpret* these ipikes, of those 
that suMxl on the top of the holy house, with sharp points : thej were fixed into 
lead, to prevent the birds from sittyig there, and defiling the holy house ; for 
such spikM there were now upon it, as Joeephus himself h^th already assured 
us, B. V. ch. T. sect. 6. 
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that they set that cloister on fire ; by which means it came to 
pass, that soipe of these were destroyed by throwing them- 
selves down headlong, and some were burnt in the cloisters 
themselves. Nor did any one of them escape with his life; 
A false prophet was the occasion* of these peopWs destruc- 
tion, who had made a public proclamation in the city that 
very day. That ^^ God commanded them to get up upon the 
temple, and that there they should receive m'uraculous signs 
of tiieir deliverance."*' • Now there was then a great number 
of false prophets suborned by the tyrants to impose on the 
people, who denounced this to them, that they should w£Ut 
for deliverance from Grod ; and this was in order to keep 
them from deserting, and that they might be buoyed up above 
fear and care by such hopes. Now a man that is in aaversity 
does easily comply with such promises ; for when such a se- 
ducer makes him believe that he shall be delivered from those 
miseries which oppress him, then it is that the patient is full 
of hopes of such deliverance. 

8. Thus were the miserable people persuaded by these de- 
ceivers, and such as belied God himself ; while they did not 
attend nor ^ve credit to the signs that were so evident, and 
did so plainly foretell their future desolation, but like men in- 
fatuated, without either eyes to see or minds to consider, did 
not regard the denunciations that God made to them. Thus 
there was a star^f* resembling a sword, which stood over tlie 
city, and a comet -f* that contmued a whole year. Thus also, 
before the Jews' rebellion, and before those commotions 
which preceded the war, when the people were come in 

Sreat crowds to the feast of unleavened bread, on the dghth 
ay{ of the month Xanthicus [Nisan], and at the ninth hour 
of the night, so great a light shone round the altar and the 
holy house that it appeared to be bright day-time ; which 
light lasted for half .an hour. This light seemed to be a 
good sign to the unskilful, but was so intenireted by the sacred 
scribes as to portend those events that followed immediately 
upon it. At the same festival also a heifer, as she was led by 
the high-priest to be sacrificed, brought forth a lamb in the 

* Rdand here justly takes notice, Uiat these Jews, who had despised the true 
Pnphtt^ were deservedly abused and deluded by these faUe onet. 

-f Whether Josephus means that this star was difibrent from that comet which 
lasted a whole year, I camiot certainly determine. His words most favour their 
being difihvnt ftom one another. 

X Since Josephus still uses the Syro-Macedonian month Xanthicus for the 
Jewish month ISisan, this 8th, or, as Nicephorus resds it, this 9th of Xanthicus 
or Ntsan, was almost a week before the Passover on the 14th ; about which time 
we learn from St. John that mamy used to fga mit of tkt eouniry to Jerusalem to 
purify tkemtdvet^ John xi. 55, with xiL ^ in agreement widh Josephus also, 
B. V. eh. iii. sect. 1. And it might well be that in the sight of these this ex* 
traoidinary light might appear. 
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midst of the temple. Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner 
[court of the] temple, which was of brass, and vastly heavy, 
and had been with difficulty shut by twenty men, and rested 
upon a basis armed with iron, and had bolts fastened very 
deep into the firm floor, which was there made of one entire 
stone, was seen to be opened of its own accord about the 
dxth hour of the night. Now those that kept watch in the 
temple came hereupon running to the captain of the temple, 
and told him of it ; who then came up thither, and not with- 
out great difficulty was able to shut the gate again. This 
also appeared to the vulgar to be a very happy prodigy, as if 
God did thereby open them the gate of happiness. But the 
men of learning understood it, that the security of their holy 
house was dissolved of its own accord, and that the gate was 
opened for the advantage of their enemies. So these publicly 
declared that this signal foreshewed the desolation that was 
coming upon them. Besides these, a few days after that 
feast, on tne one and twentieth day of the month Artemisius 
[ Jyar], a certain prodigious and incredible phenomenon ap- 
peared. I suppose the account of it would seem to be a fable, 
were it not related by those that saw it, and were not the 
events that followed it of so considerable a nature as to de- 
berve such signals ; for, before sunsetting, chariots and troops 
of soldiers in their armour were seen running about among 
the clouds, and surrounding of cities. Moreover, at that 
feast which we call Pentecost, as the priests were going by 
night into the inner* [court of the] temple, as their custom 
was, to perform their sacred ministrations, they said, that in 
the first place they felt a quaking, and heard a great noise ; 
and after that they heard a sound as of a multitude, saying, 
" Let us remove hence.*" But what is still more terrible, 
there was one Jesus, the son of Ananus, a plebeian and a 
husbandman, who, four years before the war began, and at a 
time wheiT the city was m very great peace and prosperity, 
came to that feast whereon it is our custom for every one to 
make tabernacles to God in the temple,-}- began on a sud- 
den to cry aloud, " A voice from the east, a voice from the 
west, a voice from the four winds, a voice against Jerusalem 

* This here teenu to be Uie court of the priests. 

f Both Hciand and Havercamp in thu place alter the natural punctuation 
and Hcnse of Josephus, and this contrary to the opinion of Valesius and Dr. 
Hudson, lest Jotephus should say that &t Jews built booths or tenu within the 
ttmpU at the feast of Tabermicles, which the later rabbins will not allow to have 
been the ancient practice ; but then, since it is expressly told us in Nehcmiah, 
viti. IC, that, in still elder tiroes, the Jews wuidt bootka in the court of the house 
of (iod at that festival, Josephus may well be permitted to say tlic same. And 
indeed the modem rabbins arc of very small authority in all sucli matters of re- 
mote antiquity. 
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and the holy house, a voice Sj^ainst the bridegrooms and the 
brides, and a voice against this whole people.^ This was hb 
crV) as he went about by da^ and by night, in all the lane* 
of the city. However, certain of the most eminent among 
the populace had great indignation at this dire cry of his, 
and took up the man, and save him a great number of severe 
stripes ; yet did not he either say any thing for himself, or 
any thing peculiar to those that chastised him, but still went 
on with the same words which he cried before. Hereupon 
our rulers supposing, as the case proved to be, that this was 
a sort of divine fury in the man, brought him to the Roman 

Curator, where he was whipped till his bones were laid 
: yet did not he make any supplication for himself, nor 
shed any tears ; but turning his voice to the most lamentable 
tone possible, at every stroke of the whip his answer was, 
** Woe, woe to Jerusalem !^ And when Albinus (for he was 
then our procurator) asked him, " Who he was, and whence 
he came ? and why he uttered such words ?^ he made no 
manner of reply to what he said, but still did not leave off 
his melancholy ditty, till Albinus took him to be a madman, 
and dismissed him. Now, during all the time that passed 
before the war began, this man did not go near any of the 
citizens, nor was seen by them while he said so ; but he every 
day uttered these lamentable words, as if it were his preme- 
ditated TOW, " Woe, woe to Jerusalem ^ Nor did he give 
ill words to any of those that beat him every day, nor good 
words to those that gave him food ; but this was his reply to 
all men, and indeed no other than a melancholy presage of 
what was to come. This cry of his was the loudest at the 
festivals ; and he continued this ditty for seven years and five 
months, without growing hoarse or being tired therewith, 
until the very time that he saw liis presage in earnest fulfilled 
in our siege, when it ceased ; for as he was going round upon 
the wall, he cried out with his utmost force, ** Woe, woe to 
the city again, and to the people, and to the holy house !" 
And just as he added at the last, " Woe, woe to myself also !'' 
there came a stone out of one of the engines, and smote him, 
and killed him immediately ; and, as he was uttering the very 
same presages, he gave up the ghost. 

4. Now, if any one consider these things, he .will find that 
Grod takes care of mankind, and by all ways possible fore- 
shews to our race what is for their preservation, out that n)en 
Eerish by those miseries which they madly and voluntarily 
ring upon themselves ; for the Jews, by demolishing the 
tower of Antonia, had made their temple four-square, while 
at the same time they had it written in their sacred oracles. 
That " then should their city be taken, as well as their holy 
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house, ivben once their temple should become four-square.'" 
But now, what did the moet elerate them in undertaking this 
war, was an ambiguous oracle that was found also in their 
sacred writings, how ** about that time, one iVom their coun- 
try should become governor of the habitable earth.^ The 
Jews took this prediction to belong to themselves in particu- 
lar, and many of the wise men were thereby deceived in their 
determination. Now this oracle certainly denoted the go- 
vemment of Vespasian, who was appointed emperor in Judea. 
However, it is not possible for men to avoid fate, although 
they see it beforehand. But these men interpreted some of 
these signals according to their owti pleasure, and some of 
them they utterly despised, until their madness was demon- 
strated, both by the taking of their city and their own de- 
struction. 
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CHAP. VI. 

How the Romans carried their Ensigns to tlie Temple^ and 
made joyful Acclamations to Titus. The Speech mat Titus 
made to the Jews when they made Supplication for Mercy, 
What Reply they made thereto ; and Ivow that Reply moved 
Titns's Indignation against them, 

§ 1. And now the Romans, upon the flight of the seditious 
into the city, and upon the burning of the holy house itself, 
and of all tne buildings round about it, brought their ensigns 
to the temple,* and set them over against its eastern ffates ; 
and there did they ofler sacrifices to them, and there did they 
make Titus Imperator^'f' with the greatest acclamations of 
joy. And now all the soldiers haa such vast quantities of 
the spoils which they had gotten by plunder, that in Syria a 
pound weight of gold wa^ sold for half its former value. But 
as for those priests that kept themselves still upon the wall | 
of the holy house, tliere was a boy, that out of the tliirst he 
was in, desired some of the Roman guards to give him their 
right hands as a security for his life, and confessed he was 
very thirsty. These guards commiserated his age, and the 

• Take Havercanip*s note here ^' This," says lie, ** is a remarkable place ; 

and Tertullian truly aayi io bis Apotogetic, ch. xvi. p. 1G2, that the entire re- 
hffoa of the Roman camp almost consisted in worshipping the ensigns, in swear- 
ing by the ensigns, and io preferring the ensigns before all the [other] gods.** 
See what Havercamp says upon that place of Tertullian. 

f This dedaring Titus Ivijiermtor by the soldiers, upon such rignol soccess, 
and the slaughter of such a vast number of enemies, was according to the usual 
practice of the Romans in like cases, as Bcland assures us on this place. 

X The Jews of later times agree with .Tosephus, that there were hiding-places 
or secret chambers about the holy house, as Rcland here informs us, where he 
thinks he has found these very walls described by them. 
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distress be was in, and gave him their riffht hands acconiU 
ingly. So he came down himself, and drank some water, 
and filled the vessel he had with him when he came to them 
with water, and then went off, and fled away to his own 
friends ; nor could any of those guards overtake him-; but 
still they reproached him for bis perfidiousness. To which 
he made his answer : ^* I have not broken the agreement ; 
for the security I had given me was not in onler to mv staying 
with you, but only in order to my coming down safely, and 
taking up some water ; both which things I have performed, 
and thereupon think myself to have been faithful to my en- 
gagement.^ Hereupon those whom the child had imposed 
upon admired at his cunning, and that on account of his a^. 
On the fifth day afterward, the priests that were pined with 
the famine came down, and when they were brougnt to Titus 
by the guards, they begged for their lives ; but he replied. 
That " the time of pardon was over as to them, and that this 
very holy house, on whose account only they could justly 
hope to be preserved, was destroyed, and that it was agree- 
able to their office, that priests sfiould perish with the house 
itself to which they belonged.'" So he ordered them to be 
put to death. 

2. But as for the tyrants themselves, and those that were 
with them, when they found that they were encompassed on 
every side, and as it were walled round v.-ithout any method 
of escaping, .they desired to treat with Titus by word of 
mouth. Accordingly, such was the kindness of liis nature 
and his desire of preserving the city from destruction, and 
was joined to the advice of his friends, who now thought the 
robbers were come to a teniper, that he placed himself en the 
western side of the outer [court of the] temulc ; for there 
were gates on that side above the Xystus, ana a bridge that 
connected the upper city to the temple. This bridge it was 
that lay betfreen the tyrants and Cxsar, and parted them ; 
while the multiiude stoud on each side ; those of the Jewish 
nation about Simon and John, with great hopes of pardon, 
and the Romans about Caesar, in great expectation how Titus 
would receive their supplication. So Titus charged his sol- 
diers to restrmn their rage, and to let their darts alone, and 
appointed an interpreter uetween them, whicli was a sign that 
he was the conqueror, and first began the discourse, and said : 
** I hope you. Sirs, are now satiated wifh the miseries of your 
country, who have not had any just notions, either of our 
great power or of your own great weakness, but have like 
madmen, after a violent ana inconsiderate manner, made 
such attempts as have brought your people, your city, and 
your holy house to destruction. You have neen the men 
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that have never left off rebelling since Pompey first con- 

auered y6u, and have since that time made open war with 
le Romans. Have you depended on your multitude, while 
a very small part of the Roman soldicy have been strong 
enough for you ? Have you relied on the fidelity of your 
confederates ? And what nations are there out of the limits 
of our dominion, that would choose to assist the Jews be- 
fore the Romans? Are your bodies stronger than ours? 
Nay, you know that the [strcNig] Germans themselves are our 
servants. Have you stronger walls than we have ? Pray, 
what greater obstacle is there than the wall of the ocean, 
with which the Britons are encompassed, and yet do adore 
the arms of the Romans ? Do you exceed us m courage of 
soul, and in the sagacity of your commanders ? Nay, indeed 
you cannot but know that tne very Carthaginians have been 
conquered by us. It can therefore be nothing certainly but 
the kindness of us Romans which hath excited you against 
us ; who, in the first place, have given you this land to pos- 
sess ; and, in the next place, have set over you kings of your 
own nation ; and, in the third pflace, have preserved the laws 
of your forefathers to you, and have withal permitted you to 
live either by yourselves or among others, as it should please 
you ; and, what is our chief favour of all, we have given 
you leave to gather up that tribute which is paid to Grod,* 
with such other gifts that are dedicated to him ; nor have 
we called those that carried these donations to account, nor 
prohibited them ; till at length you became richer than we 
ourselves, even when you were our enemies ; and you made 
preparations for war against us with our own money : nay, after 
all, when you were in the enjoyment of all these advantages, 
you turned your too great plenty against those that gave it 
you, and, liice merciless serpents, have thrown out your poison 
against those that treated you kindly. I suppose, therefore, 
that you might despise the slothfulness of Nero, and like 
limbs of the body that are broken or dislocated, you did then 
lie quiet, waiting for some other time, though still with a 
malicious intention, and have now shewed your distemper to 
be greater than ever, and have extended your desires as far 
xis your impudent and immense hopes would enable you to 
do it. At this time my father come into this country, not 
with a design to punish you for what you had done under 
CcstiuR, but to admonish you ; for, had he come to overthrow 
your nation, he had run directly to your fountain-head, and 
had immediately laid this city waste ; whereas he went and 

* Spanhciiii notes here, that the Roman/ used to permit the Jewi to collect 
their sacred tribute, and nend it to Jerusalem ; of which we have had abundant 
evidence in Juscphus alrcailjr on other occasions. 
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burnt Galike and the neighbouiin^ pacts, and thereby gave 
you time for repentance ; which instance of humanity you 
took for an argument of his weakness, and nourished up your 
impudence by our mildness. What Nero was gone out of 
the world, you did as the wickedest wretches would have 
done, and encouraged yourselves to act against us by our 
civil dissensions, and abused that time when both I and my 
father were gone away for Egypt, to make preparations for 
this war. Nor were you ashamed to raise disturbances 
against us when we were made emperors, and this while 
you had experienced how mild we had been, when we 
were no more than generals of the army. But when the 
government was devolved upon us, and all other people did 
thereupon lie quiet, and even foreign nations sent embassies, 
and congratulated our access to the government, then did 
you Jews shew yourselves to be our enemies. You sent em- 
bassies to those of your nation that are beyond Euphrates, 
to assist you in your raising disturbances ; new walls were 
built by you round your city, seditions arose, and one tyrant 
contended against another, and a civil war broke out among 
you ; such, indeed, as became none but so wicked a people 
as you are. I then came to this city, as unwillingly sent oy 
my father, and received melancholy injunctions from him. 
When I heard that the people were disposed to peace, I re- 
joiced at it : I exhorted you to leave off these proceedings 
^ before I began this M'ar ; I spared you even when you had 
fought against me a great while ; I gave my right hand as 
security to the deserters ; I observed what I had promised 
faithfullv- When they fled to me, I had compassion on 
many of those I had taken captive ; I tortured those that 
were eager for war, in order to restrain them. It was un- 
willingly that I brought my engines of war against your walls. 
I always prohibited my soldiers, when they were set upon 
your sTaughter, from their severity against you. After every 
victory,' I persuaded you to peace, as though I had been 
myself conquered. When I came near to your temple, I 
again departed from the laws of war, and exhorted you to 
spare you own sanctuary, and to preserve your holy house 
to yourselves. I allowed you a quiet exit out of it, and se- 
curity for your preservation ; nay, if you had a mind, I gave 
you leave to fight in another place. Yet have you still des- 

Eised every one of my proposals, and have set fire to your 
oly house with your own bands. And now, vile wretches ! 
do you desire to treat with me by word of mouth ? To what 
purpose is it that you would save such a holy house as this 
was, which is now destroyed ? What preservation can you 
flow desire, after the destruction of your temple ? Yet do you 
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stand still at this very time in your armour ; nor can you 
bring yourselves so much as to pretend to be supplicants, 
even in this your utmost extremity, O miserable creatures ! 
what is it you depend on ? are not your people dead ? is not 
your holy house gone ? is not your city in my power ? and 
are not your own very lives in my hands ? And do you still 
deem it a part of valour to die ? However, I will not imi- 
tate your madness. If you will throw down your arms, and 
deliver up your bodies to me,^ I grant ^ou your lives ; and 
I will act like a mild master of a family ; what cannot be 
healed shall be punished, and the rest I will preserve for 
my own use.'' 

3. To that offer of Titus they made this reply, That '' they 
could not accept of it, because they had sworn never to cu> 
so ; but they oesired they might have leave to go through 
the wall that had been made about them, with their wives 
and children ; for that they would go into the desert, and 
leave the city to him.'" At this Titus had great indignation, 
that, when toey were in the cose of men already ta^en cap* 
tives, they should pretend to make tlieir own terms with 
him, as if they had been conquerors. So he ordered this 
pnx^lamation to he made to them. That ^* they should no 
more come out to liini as deserters, nor hope for any farther 
security ; for that he would henceforth spare nobody, but 
fight tliem with his whole army ; and that they must ^save 
themselves as well as they could ; for that he would from 
henceforth treat them according to the laws of war.'' So he 
gave orders to the soldiers both to bum and to plunder the 
city ; who did nothing indeed that day ; but on ttie next day 
they set fire to the repository of the archives, to Acra, to tKe 
council-house, and to the place called Opklas ; at which 
time the fire proceeded as far as the palace of queen Helena, 
which was in the middle of Acra : the lanes also were burnt 
down, as were also those houses that were full of the dead 
bodies of such as were destroyed by famine. 

4. On the same day it was that the sons and brethren of 
Izatcs the king, together with many others of the eminent men 
of the populace, got together there, and besought Caesar to 
give them nis right hand for their security ; upon which, though 
he were very angry at all that were now remaining, yet did 
he not lay aside his old moderation, but received these men. 
At that time indeed he kept them all in custody, but still 
bound the king's sons, and Kinsmen, and led them with him 
to Rome, in order to make them hostages for their country's 
fidelity to the Romans. 
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CHAE. VII. 

What (fflencard b^ell the SecUiiouSy when they had done a 
great Deal qf Mischiefs and suffered mofw Misfortunes ; 
as also how Caesar became Master qftJie Upper City, 

§ 1. And now the seditious rushed into the royal palace, 
into which many had put their efFects, because it was so 
strong, and drove the Romans away from it. They also slew 
all the people that had crowded into it, who were m number 
about eight thousand four hundred, and plundered them of 
what they had. They also took two of the Romans alive ; 
the one was a horseman and the other a footman. They 
then cut the throat of the footman, and immediately had him 
drawn through the whole city, as revenging themselves upon 
the whole body of the Romans by this one instance. But 
the horseman said he had somewhat to suggest to them, in 
order to their preservation ; whereupon he was brought be- 
fore Simon ; but he having nothing to say when he was there, 
he was delivered to ArdaJas, one of his commanders, to be 

Eunishcd, who bound his hands behind him, and put a rib- 
and over his eyes, and then brought him out over against 
the Romans, as intending to cut off his head. But the man 
prevented that execution, and ran away to the Romans, and 
this while the Jewish executioner was drawing out his sword. 
Now, when he was gotten away from the enemy, Titus could 
not think of putting him to death ; but because he deemed 
him unwcnrthy of being a Roman soldier any longer, on ac- 
count that he had been taken alive by the enemy, he took 
away his arms, and ejected him out of the legion whereto he 
had belonged ; which, to one that h^ a sense of shame, was a 
penalty severer than death itself. 

2. On the next day the Romans drove the robbers out of 
the lower city, and set all on fire as far as Siloam. These 
soldiers were indeed glad to see the city destroyed. But they 
missed the plunder, because the seditious had carried off all 
their effects, and were retired into the upper dty ; for they 
did not yet at all repent of the mischiefs they had done, but 
were insolent, as if they had done well ; for, as they saw the 
city on fire, they appeared cheerful, and put on joyful coun- 
tenances, in expectation, as they said, of death to end their 
miseries. Accordingly, as the people were now slain, the 
holy house was burnt down, and the city was on fire, there 
was nothing farther left for the enemy to do. Yet did not 
Josephus grow weary, even in this utmost extremity, to beg 
of them to spare what was left of the city : he spake largely 
to them about their barbarity and impiety, and gave them Ins 
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advice in order to their esci^ ; though he gained nothing 
thereby more than to be l^i^hed at by them ; and as they 
could not think of surrendering themselves up, because of the 
oath they hifid taken, nor wene strong enough to fight with' the 
Romans any longer upon the square, as being surrounded on 
all sides, and a kind of prisoners already, yet were they so 
accustomed to kill people, that they could not restrain tneir 
right hands from acting accordingly. So they dispersed 
themselves before the city, and laid themselves in ambush 
4unong its ruins, to catch those that attempted to desert to the 
Romans ; accordingly maiw such deserters were caught by 
them, and were all slain ; for these were too weak, by reason 
of their want of food, to fly away from tfaysm ; so their d^ad 
bodies were thrown to the dogs. Now every other sort of 
death was thought more toleraqle than the fiunine^ insomuch 
that though the Jews despaired now of mercy, yet would 
they fly to the Romans, and wo^ld themselves, even of their 
^wn accord, fall among the murderous rebcils also. Nor 
was there any place in the city that had no dead bodies in it, 
but what was entirely covered with those that were killed 
either by the famine or the rebellion ; ^ad all was full of the 
dead bodies qf such ap had perished either by that sedition 
or by that famipe. 

S. So now the last hope which supported the tyrants and 
that crew of robbers which were with them, was in the caves 
and caverns under ground ; whither, if they could onoe fly, 
they did not expect to be searched for, but endeavoured^ that 
after the whole city should be destroyed, and the Romans 
gone away, they might come out again, and escape from 
them. This was no better than a dream of theirs; for they 
were not able to lie hid either from God or from the Romans. 
However, they depended on these underground subterfugesi 
and set more places on fire than d>d the Romaiif^^eiuselves i^ 
and those that fled out of their houses, thus set on fire, into 
ditches, they killed without mer^, 4nd pillaged th^m also ; 
apd if they discovered food belonging.to any one, they ae^xed 
upon it, and swallowed it dowp, together with their blood 
also; nay, they were now come to fight one witk another 
about their plunder ; and I cannot but think, that bad not 
their destruction prevented it, their barbarity woul^ have 
made them taste of even the dead bodies themselves. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

How CcBsar raised Banks round about the Upper City,^ and 
.when ihey were completed^ gave Orders thai the Machines 
should be brought. He then possessed himself qf the whole 
Cify. 

§ 1. Now, when Caesar perceived that the upper city was so 
steep that it could not possiBly be taken without .|ftinng 
banks against it, he distributed the several parts of thaC woiv 
among his army, and this on the twentieth day of the month 
Lous [ Ab.1 Now the carriage of the materials was a di£B- 
cuit task, suice all the trees, as I have already told you, that 
were about the city, within the distance of a himared fur^ 
longs, had their branches cut off already, in ofder to make the 
former banks. The works that belonged to the fout legions 
were erected on the west side of the city, over against the 
royal palace ; but the whole body of the auxiliary troops, with 
the rest of the multitude that were with them [erected their 
banks] at the Xystus, whence they reached to the bridge, and 
that tower of Simorif which he had built as a citadel for him-^ 
s^ agmnst John, when they were at war one with another. 
ft. It was at this time that the commanders of the Idumeans 
got together privately, and took counsel ab&ut surrendering . 
up themselves to the Ronrans. Accordingly they sent five 
men to Titus, and entreated him to give them his right hand 
tor their security. So Titus, thinking that the tyrants would 
3rield, if the Idumeans^ upon whom a great part of the war 
depended, were once withdritwn from them, after some re- 
luctance and delay, complied with them, and gave them secu. 
rity for their lives, and sent the five men back. But as these 
Idumeans were preparing to march out, Simon perceived it, 
and immediately slew the five mtvt that had gone to Titus, 
and took their commanders, and put them in prison, of whom 
the most eminent was Jacob the son of Sosas ; but as for the 
multitude of the Idumeans, who did not at aH know what to 
do, now their commanders were taken from thenr, he had 
them watched, and secured the walls by a more numerous 
' earrison. Yet could not that garrison resist thdse that were 
deserting ; for although a great number of them were slain, 
yet were the deserters many more in number. These were 
all received hy the Romans, because Titus himself grew neg- 
ligent as to his former orders for killing them, and because 
the very soldiers grew weary of killing them, and because 
they hoped to get some money by sparing them ; for they left 

* t. e. Mount Sion. 
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only tlie populace, and sold* die rest of the multitude, with 
their wives and children, and every one of them for a very- 
low price, and that because such as were sold were very 
many, and the buyers very few ; and although Titus had 
made proclamation oeforehand, that no deserter should come 
alone oy himself, that so they mi^ht bring out their families 
with them, yet did he receive sucn as these also. However, 
he set over them such as were to distinguish some from others, 
in order to see if ^y of them deserved to be punished. And 
indeed, the number of those that were sold was inunense ; 
but of the populace above forty thousand were saved, whom 
Caesar let go whither every one of them pleased. 

3. But now, at this time it was that one of the priests, the 
son of Thebuthus, whose name was Jesus, upon his having 
4Becurity given him by the oath of Caesar that he should be pre- 
served, upon conditioR that he should deliver to him certain 
of the precious things that had been reposited in the temple,^ 
came out of it, and delivered him, from the wall of the holy 
house, two candlesticks, like to those that lay in the holy 
house, with tables, and cisterns, and vials, eil made of solid 

Sid, and very heavy. He idso delivered to him the veils and 
e garments, with the precious stones, and a great number 
of other precious vessels that belonsed to their sacred wcnr. 
ship. The treasurer of the tempe also, whose name was 
PhineaSy was seized on, and (hewed Titus the coats and 
girdles of the priests, with a ffreat quantity of purple and 
scarlet, which were there reported for the uses of the veil, as 
also a great deal of cinnamon and cassia,^ with a large quan- 
tity of other sweet spices, which used to be mixed together, 
and offered as incense to God every day. A great many 
other treasures were also delivered to him, with sacred orna- 
ments of the temple not a few ; which things, thus deUvered to 

* This insumerable mnltttade of Jews that weit aoU by the BMnaiis were an 
emineot completioii of Ood*i aoeieDt dneateniog bj Moeee, that if they apotta- 
tized from the obedieiice to hie laws, they shooU be aold unto ikeir csmmm* fir 
bcmdmen and bomdmomen^ Dent zxriiL 68* See more cepedally the note on 
chap. iz. sect. 2. But one thing here is peculiarly remarkable* that Mosea.adds, 
Though tliey should be <oU for slaTes, yet no M<m tkoM h^ tkem ; L e. either' 
they d^oold have none to redeem them from this sale into slaTcry, or rather, that 
the slaves to be sold should be more than were the purchasers for them, and so 
they should be sold for Mtde or nothing, which is what Joscphns here affirms to 
have been the case at thb time. 

f What became of these spoils of the temple that escaped die fire, see Jose- 
phus himself hereafter, B. viL chap. v. sect 5, and Beland d€ SpoUif TempU^ 
page 12tf-138. 

X These various sorts of spices, even more than those four which Motes pre- 
scribed, £zod. xzxi. 34, we see were used in the public worship under flerod*s 
temple, particularly cinnamon and cassia ; which Reland takes particular notice 
of, as agreeing with the later testimony of the Talmudists. 

q2 
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Titus, obtained of him for this man the same pardon that he 
had allowed to such as deserted of their own accord. 

4. And now were the banks finished, on the seventh day 
of the month Gorpieus [Elul] in eighteen days^ time, wha 
the Romans brought their machines against the wall. But 
for the seditious, some of them, as despairing of saving the 
city, retired from the wall to the dtadel ; others of them went 
down into the subterranean vaults, though still a great many 
of them defended themselves against those that brought the 
engines for the battery : yet did the Romans overcome them 
by their number and by their strength^ and, what was the 
principal thing of all, by going cheerfully about their work, 
while the Jews were quite dejected and oecome weak. Now, 
as soon as a part of the wall was battered down, and certain 
of the towers yielded to the impres^on of the battering-rams, 
those that opposed themselves fled away, and such a terror 
fell upon the tyrants as was muoh greater than the occanon 
required ; for Before the enemy got over the breach, they 
were quite stunned, and were immediately for flying away. 
And now one might see these men, who had hitherto been so 
insolent and arrogant in their wicked practices, to be cast 
down, and to tremble, insomuch that it would pitj one^s 
heart to observe the change that was made in those vile per- 
sons. Accordingly they ran with great violence upon the 
Roman wall that encompassed them, in order to force away 
those that guarded it, and to break through it and get away- 
But when they saw that those who had formerly been faith- 
ful to them had gone away (as indeed they were fled whi- 
thersoever the great distress they were in persuaded them to 
flee^, as also when those that came running before the rest 
tola them that the western wall was entirely overthrown, 
while others said the Romans were gotten in, and others that 
they were near, and looking out for then, which were only 
the dictates of their fear, which imposed upon their sight, 
they fell upon their face, and greatly lamented their own 
mad conduct; and their nerves were so terribly loosed that 
they could not flee away. And here one may chiefly reflect 
on the power of God exercised upon these wicked wretches, 
and on the good ibrtune of the Romans ; -for these tyrants did 
now wholly deprive themselves of the security they had in 
their own power, and came down from those very towers of 
their own accord, wherein they could have never oeen taken 
by force, uor indeed any other way than by famine. And thus 
did the Romans, when they had taken such great pains about 
weaker walls, get by good fortune what tney could never 
have gotten by their engines ; for three of these towers were 
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too strong for all mechanical engines whatsoever : concerning 
which we have treiOed above* 

5. So they now left these towers ci themselves, or rather 
thef were ejected out of them by God himself, and fled im- 
ttiediately to that valley which was under Siloam, where they 
i^ain recovered themsdves out of the dread they Were in for 
a while, and ran violently against that part of the Roman wall 
which lay on that side ; but as their courage was too much 
depressed to make their attacks ynth sufficient force, and their 
power was now broken with fear and affliction, they were re- 

Eulsed by the guards, apd dispersii^ themselves at distances 
'om each other, went down into the subterranean caverns. 
So the Romans being now become masters of the walls, they 
both placed their ensigns upon the towers, and made joyful 
acclamations for the victory they had gained, as having found 
the end of this war much hghter than its beginning ; for when 
they had gotten upon the last wall without any bloodshed, 
they could hardly oelieve what they found to be true ; but 
seeing nobody to oppose them, they stood in doubt what such 
an unusual solitude could mean. But when thoy went in 
numbers into the ligies of the city, with their swords drawn, 
they slew those whom they overtook without mercy, and set 
fire to the houses whither the Jews were fled, and burnt every 
soul in them, and laid waste a great many of the rest ; and 
when they were come to the houses to plunder them, they 
found in them entire families of dead men, and the upper 
rooms fuU of dead corpses; that is, of such as died by the 
famine ; they then stood in a horror at this sight, and went 
out without touching any thing. But although they had this 
commiseration for .such as were destroyed in that manner, 
yet had they not the same for those that were still alive, but 
they ran every one through whom they met with, and ob- 
structed the very lanes with their dead Dodies, and made the 
whole city run doym with blood, to such a degree indeed that 
the fire of many of the houses was quenched with these men^s 
blood. And truly so it happened, that though the slayers 
left off at the evening, yet did the fire greatly prevail in the 
night ; and as all was burning, came that eighth day of the 
month Gorpieus [Elul] up<m Jerusalem, a city that had been 
liable to so many miseries during this siege, that had it al- 
ways enjoyed as much happiness from its first foundation, it 
would certainly have been the envy of the world. Nor did 
it on any other account so much deserve tliesc sore misfor- 
tunes, as by producing such a generation of men as were the 
occasions of this its overthrow. 



S30 TBE JEWISH WAB. BOOK fli 

CHAP. IX. 

■ 

Whai Infundions Cassar gofoe when he was come wiMn the 
Cify. The Number of the Captives^ and of those thai 
perished in the Siege ; as also^ concerning inose thai had 
escaped into the swterranean Caverns^ among whom were, 
the Tyrants Siinon and John themselves. 

§ 1. Now when Titus was oome into this [upper] dty, he ad- 
mired not only some other places of strength in it, out par- 
ticularly those strong towers which the tjrrants, in their mad 
conduct, had relinquished ; for when he saw their solid alti- 
tude, and the largeness of their several stones, and the exact- 
ness of their joints, as also how great was their breadth, and 
how extensive their length, he expressed himself after the 
manner following : *^ We have certainly had GoA, for our as- 
sistimt in this war, and it was no other than God who ejected 
the Jews out of these fortifications ; for what could the nands 
of men, or any machines, do towards overthrowing these 
towers ?^ At which time he had many such discourses to his 
friends ; he also let such m free as had been bound by the 
tyrants, and were left in the prisons. Tor conclude, when he 
entirely demolished the rest of the city and overthrew its 
walls, he left these towers as a monument of his good for- 
tune, which had proved his auxiliaries, and enabled him to 
take what otherwise could not have been taken by him. 

S. And now nnce his soldiers were already quite tired with 
killing men, and yet there appeared to be a vast multitude 
still remaining alive, Csssar gave orders that they should kill 
none but those that were in arms, and opposea them, but 
should take the rest alive. But, together with those whom 
they had orders to slay, they slew the aged and the infirm ; 
but for those that were in their flourishing age, and who 
might be ^useful to them, they drove them together into the 
temple, and shut them up witnin the walTs 6f Ae court of the 
women ; over which Cs&sar set one of his freed men, as also 
Fronto, one of his own friends, which last was to determine 
every one^s fate according to hb merits. So this Fronto slew 
all those that had been seditious, and robbers, who were im- 
peached one by another ; but of the young men he chose out 
the tallest and most beautiful, and reserved them for the tri- 
umph ; and as for the rest of the multitude that were above 
seventeen years old, he put them into bonds, and sent them 
to the Egyptian mines.* Titiis also sent a great number 

* See the ferenl predktioni that the Jewa, if they became obatinate in their 
idolatiy and wickednesi, should be aent again or sold into Egypt for their pu- 
nishment, Deut zzvliL 68 ; Jer. xliv. 7 ; Hoeea viiL 13 ; iz. 3 ; xL 4, 5 ; Esd. zv. 
10-13, with Authentic Records, Part L p. 4a-121, and BeUnd Palestina, torn. 
iL p. fib. 
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into the provinces, as a present to them, that they might be 
destroyefl upon their theatres by the s Wd and by the wild 
beasts; but those that were under seventeen years of age w&ce 
sold for ^ves. Now during the days wherein Fronto was 
distinguishing these men, there penshed for want of food 
elewn thousand; some of which did not taste any food, 
through the hatred ^eir guards bore to them, and others 
would not take in any wtten it was given them. The multi- 
tude also was so very great that they were in want even of 
com for their sustenance. 

3. Now the number* of those that were carried captive 
during this whole war, was collected to be ninety-seven tnou- 
sand ; as was the number of those that perished daring the 
whole siege eleven hundred thousand, the greater part of 
whom were mdeed of the same nation [with the citizens of 
Jerusalem], but not belonging to the d^ itself; for they were 
come up from all the country to the feast of unleavened bread, 
and were on a sudden shut up by an army, which at the very 
first occasioned so great a straitness among them that there 
came a pestilential destruction upon them, and soon after- 
ward such a famine as destroyed tnem more suddenly. And 
that this city could contain so many people in it, is mani^t 
by that number of them whidi was taken under Cestius, who 
being desirous of informing Nero of the flo#er of the city, 
who otherwise was disposed to contemn that nation, en- 
treated the hiffh-priests, if the thine were possible, to take 
the number of their whole multituoe. So these high-priesti^ 
upon the coming of that feast which is called the peusover, 
wnen they slay their sacrifiili, from the ninth hour till the 
eleventh, but so that a company not less than tenf belong 

* The whole mnltituilfl of Jews that wen dcttrojed during the entire eeren 
yean before thia time, in all the countriei of and bordering on Judea, ia fummed 
up by Arehbishop Udier, ftmn Lypahu, out of Joeephns, at the year of Cbiiat 
70, and amonnta to 1,337,490. Nor oould Uiere haye been that number of 
Jewi in Jerusalem lo be deetrayed in tfaie aMp» aa will be presently set 4own 
by Josephtts, but that both Jews and pioseMaof Juslioe were just then come 
up out of the other countries of Galilee, Sanuolh Judea, and Perea, and other 
remoter regions, to the Passorer, hi vast nomben, and therein cooped op as in 
a prison by the Boman army, as Josephua himsdf well obaenres in thiayand in 
ib€ next section, and as is exactly relMed elsewhere, B. t. di. juL sect 1, and 
ch. ziiL sect. 7» ' *" 

•f This number of a company fn one paschal lamb, between ten and twenty, 
agrees exactly with die mnniber thirteen, at our Saviour's last Pasaorev. As to 
the whole number of the Jews that used to come up to the Passorer, and eat of 
it at Jetnsalem, see the note on B. IL ch. xiv. sect. S. , This number oug^t to 
be here indeed just ten times the number of tfie lambs, or just 2,606,000, by 
Joeephus*s own reasoning; whereas it ii in his present copies no less than 
2,700,000, which last number is however nearest the other number in the phwe 
now dted, which is 3,000,000. But what is here chiefly lemarkaUe b this, that 
no foreign nation ever came thus to destroy the Jews at any of thdr solemn fea- 
tivals from the days of Moses tiU thb time, bot came now upon their apostacy 
from God, and fimn obedience to him. Nor is it possible, in the nature of 
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to every fiacrifioe (for it is not lawfol for tliem to feast singl j 
by themselves) ; and many of us are twenty in a dmipany. 
Now the numoer of sacrifices was two hundred fifly-^stx thou- 
sand and fire* hundred ; which, upon the aHowance of no 
taait than ten that feast together, amounts to two milliona 
seven hundred thousand and two hundred persons that were 
pure and holy ; for as to thote that have tne kprosy or the 
gonorrheea, or women that have Ikeir monthly courses, or 
such as are otherwise polluted, it is not lawful for them to 
be partakers of this sacrifice, nor indeed for any foreigners 
neithei*, who come hither to worship. 

4. Now this vast multitude is indeed collected out of remote 
platces ; but the entire nation was now shut up by fate, as in 
a prison, and the Roman army encompassed the dty when it 
was crowded with inbalntants. Accordingly the multitude 
of those that therein peridied exceeded all the destructions 
that either men or God ever brought upon the world ; for, 
to speak only of what was pubKcly known, the Romans slew 
some of them, some they carried captives, and others they 
made a search for under ground, and when they found where 
they were, they broke up the ground and slew all they met 
with. There were also found slain there above two thou- 
rtmd persons, Pft^tly by their own hands and partly by one 
another, but (miefly destroyed by the famine ; but then the 
ill savour of the dead bodies was most oflensive to those that 
^gfated upon them, insomuch that some, were obliged to get 
away immediately, while others were so greedy of gain that . 
they would go in among the ckad bodies that lay on heaps, 
ana tread upon them ; tor a gMt deal of treasure was found 
in these caverns, and the hope of gain made every way of 
getting it to be esteemed lawful. Many also of those that 
nad teen put in prison by the tyrants were now brought 
out ; for they did not leave off their barbarous cruelty at the 
very last: yet did God avenge himself upon them both, in a 
manner agreeable to jus||te. As for John, he wanted food, 
together with his brethml, in these caverns, and begged that 
the Romans would now give him their right hand Iot his se- 
curity, which he had often proudly rejected before ; but for 
Simon, he struggled hard with the distress he was in, till he 
was forced to surrender himself, as we shall relate hereafter ; 
so he was reserved for the triumph, and to be then slain, as 
was John condemned to perpetual imprisonment. ' And now 
the Romans set fire to tne extreme parts of the ci^, and 
burnt them down, and entirely demolished its walls. 

thing!, that in taxj other natbn such vart niunbert ihonld be gotten together, and 
perish in the si^ of n^ one dtjr vfaatsoever, as new hifipencd in Jervialein. 
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CHAR X. 

Thai whereas the Ci^ qf Jerusalem had been Five Times 
takenjbrmerhfj ihts was the Second Time ^ its Desola^ 
iion, A brief Jccouni of its History . 

§ 1 . And thus was Jeruflalem taken, in the second year of the 
reien of Vespasian, on the dghth day of the month Gorpieus 
[eTuI.] It had been taken five* times before, though this 
was the second time of its desolaUon ; for Shishak, the king 
of Egypt, and after him Antiochus, and after him Pompey, 
and idrter them Sosius and Herod, took the city, but still pre- 
served it ; but before all these the king of Babylon conquered 
it, and made it desolate, one thousand four hundred and sixty- 
eight years and six months after it was built. But he who 
first built -f it was a potent man among the Canaanites, and 
is in our tongue called [Melchisedek'\ the righteous King^ for 
such he really was ; on «irhich account he was [there] the first 
priest of God, and first built a temple [there], and called the 
dty Jerusalem^ which was formerly called Salem. How- 
ever, David, the king of the Jews, ejected the Canaanites, 
and settled his own people therein. It was demolished en- 
tirely4)y the Babylomans, four himdred and seventy-seven 

« 

i * Bendet these fi?e here enumented who had taken Jeruialem of old, Jose- 
phiu, upon farther reooUectioD, reckons a sixth, Antiq. B. xiL di. L sect 1, who 
should hare been here inserted in the ieeood place ; I mean Ptolany, the son of 
Lagua. 

-f Wh J the great Bocbart sfaoold saj, De rbcBoio. Cokm. B. iS. ch. It. that 
*^ there are in £is dauae of Josephus as many wiiitakfa as words,** I do by no 
means understand. Josepbua thooght Mddiisedek first built, or rebuilt and 
adorned this dty, and that it wis tl^n called Salewu as Psidm Ixxvi. 2 ; that it 
afterwards came to be called JenuaUmi and that Mddiissddc, bdag a priest 
as well as a king, built to the true Ood therein a temple, or place for public 
divine wordlip and sacrifioe \ all winch things may be Tciy true for aught we 
know Id the contrary. And for the word lifot or temple^ aa if it must needs be- 
long to the great temple built by Solomon k>ng afterward, Joiqphus himself uses 
k^ for the small taberriade of Moses, Antiq. B. iH* di. ▼!. sect 4. See also 
Antiq. B. iii. du Ti. sect 1, aa he here pici|pdy uses mittof bnge and splen- 
did synagogue of the Jews at Antioch'only, B> ^i. ch. iii. sect 3. 

N. B. This is the proper phwe for such as have dosdy attended to these kuter 
books of the War to peruse, and that with equal attention, those distinct and 
pkin predictions of Jesus of Nazaredi in the gospili thereto rdatlng, as com- 
pared with their exact eampledona in Joeqihm histnty | upon whidi comple- 
tkms, as Dr. Whitby well obeerves, Annot on Malt xxiv.J^ no small part of 
the evidence for the truth of the Christian rdi^ion does dep^pL and as I have, 
step by step, compared diem tpgether in my LUeral AcccmfUfikmeni of Scripture 
PnpUdn. The reader is to observe fortber, that the trae reason why I have 
so seldom taken notice of those oomplecions in the course of these ooles, notwith- 
standing their bdng so very renuirkable, and frequently so very obvious, is this, 
that I had entirely prevented myself in that treause beforehand ; to which there- 
fore I must here, once for aD, scriondy refor every inquisitive reader. 
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years and six months after him. And from king David, who 
was the first of the Jews who reigned therdn, to this destruc- 
tion under Titus, were one thousand onehun^*ed and seventy^ 
nine years ; but from its first building till this last destruction, 
were two thousand one hundred and seventy-seven years ; yet 
hath not its great antiquity, nor its vast riches, nor the diffu- 
sion of its nation over all the habitable earth, nor the great- 
ness of the veneration paid to it on a religious account, been 
sufiBdent to preserve it fiom being destroyed. And thus 
ended the siege of Jerusalem. 
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CHAP. I. 



Hixw the entire City qf Jerusalem was demolished^ excepting 
three Towers ; and how Titus commended his Soldiers m 
a Speech made to them^ and distribuUd Rewards to ihemf 
and then dismissed mangf of them. 

§ 1. Now as soon as the army had no more people to slay 
or to plunder, because there remained none to be the objects 
of theur fury (for they would not have spared any, had there 
remained any other sudi. wtrk to be done^, Caesar gave orders 
that they should now demolish the entire city and temple, 
but should leave as many of the towers standing as were 
of the greatest emipenc^, that is Fhasaelus and Hippicus, 
and Mariamne, and so nluch of the wall as enclosed tne city 
on the west ude. This wall was spared, in order to afford a 
camp for sudras were to lie in garrison, as were the towers 
also spared in order to demonstrate to posterity what kind of 
dty it was, and how well fortified, which the Roman valour 
had subdued ; but for all the rest of the wall, it was sb tho- 
roughly laid even with the ground by tboae that dug it up to 
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the fouBdation, that there was left nothing to make those that 
came thither believe it had ever been iimabited. This was 
the end which Jerusalem came to by the madness of those 
that were for innovations ; a city otherwise of great magnifi- 
cence, and of mighty fame among all mankind. 

2. ^ut Csesar resolved to leave there, as a guard, the tenth 
legion, with certain troops of horsemen, ana companies of 
footmen. So, having entirely completed this war, he was 
desirous to commend iiis whdb army on account of die great 
exploits they had performed, and to bestow proper rewards 
on such as had agnalized themselves therein. He had there- 
fore a great tribunal made for him in the midst of the place 
where ne had formerly encamped, and stood upon it witn his 

Erincipal commanders about hun, and spake so as to be heard 
y the whole army, in the manner following: That *^ he re- 
turned them abundance of thanks for their good will which 
they had shewed to him ; he commended them for that ready 
obedience they had exhibited in this whole war, which obedi- 
ence had appeared in the many aild great dangers which they 
had courageouslv undergone ; as also for that courage they 
had shewS, ana had thereby augmented of themselves theur 
coimtry^s power, and had made it cedent to all men, that 
neither the multitude of their enen4k ^or the strength of 
their places, nor the largeness of their cities, nor the tmsh 
boldness and brutish rage of their antagonists, were sufficient 
at any time to get clear of the Rattan valour, althou^ some 
of them may have Fortune in many respects on theur side."** 
He said farther, ^* that it was but reasonable for them to put 
an end to this war, now it had lasted so long, for they had 
pothin^ better to wish for when thev entered into it ; and 
that this happened more fiEivouraUy ror them, and more for 
their glory, t||pit all the Romans had willingly accepted of 
those for their governors, and the curators of their domi- 
nions, whom they had diosen for them, and had sent into 
their own country for that purpose, which still continued 
under the management of those whom they had pitched on, 
and were thankiul to them for pitching upon themf that 
accordingly, although he did both admire, and tenderly re- 
gard them all, because he knew that every one of them had 
gone as che^ully about their work^ as their abilities and 
opportunities would give them leave; yet he said that he 
would immechately bestow rewards and dignities on those 
that had fought the most bravely, and with greater force, and 
had signalized their conduct in tne most glorious manner, and 
had made his army more famous by their noble explcnts ; and 
that no one who had been willing to take more pains than 
another should miss of a just retribution for the same ; for 
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that he had been exceeding careful about this matter, and that 
the more because he had much rather reward the virtues of 
his fellow-soldiers, than punish such as had offended.'" 

8. Hereupon Titus ordered those whose bunness it was to 
read the list of all that had performed great exploits in this 
war, whom he called to him oy their names, and commended 
them before the company, and rejoiced in them in the same 
manner as a man would have rejdiced in his own exploits. 
He also put on their heads crowns of gold, and g(dden oma. 
ments about their necks, and gave them long spears of gold, 
and ensigns that were made of silver, and removed every one 
of them to a higher rank ; and besides this, he plentifully dis* 
tributed among them, out of the spoils, and the other prey 
they had taken, silver and gold, and garments. So when 
they had all these honours bestowed on them, according to 
his own appcHntment made to every one, and he had wished 
all sorts of hairiness to the whole army, he came down 
among the great acclamations which were made to him, and 
then betook himself to offertiiank-oilerings [to the gods], and 
at once sacrified a vast number of oxen, that stood ready at 
the altars, and distributed them among the army to feast on. 
And when he had stuad three days among the principal 
commanders, and so iHg feasted with them, he sent away 
the rest of his army to the several places where they would 
be every one best situated ; but permitted the tenth legion to 
stay as a guard at Jerusalem, and did not send them away 
beyond Euphrates, where they had been before. And as he 
remembered that the twelfth legion had given way to the 
Jews under Cestius their general, he «xpdled them out of 
all Syria \ for they had lain formerly at Raphanea ; and sent 
them away to a place called Meletme, near Euphrates, which 
is in the hmits of Armenia and Cappadoda; m also thought 
fit that two of the legions should stay with him till he should 
go into Eg}rpt. He then went down with his army to that 
Ca?sarea which lay by the sea-side, and there laid up the rest 
of his spoils in great quantities, and gave order that the cap- 
tives^hould be kept there ; for the winter season hindered 
him then from saihng into Italy. 
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CHAP. II. 

How Tiitui eoMbUed ail Sorts qf Sltowa at Cce^area Philmpi 
Concerning Simon the Tjfraniy how he was taken €ma re- 
served for the Triumph. 

§ 1. Now at the same time that Titus Csesar lay at the 
Mege of Jerusalem, did Vespasian go on board a merchant- 
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ship, and sailed from Alexandria to Rhodes, whence he 
away in ships with three rows of oars ; and as he touched at 
several cities that lay in his road, he was joyfully received by 
them all, and so paMed over from Ionia into Greece ; whence 
he set sail from Corcyra to the promontory of lapyx, whence 
he took his journey by land. But as for Titus, he marched 
from that Csesarea which lay by the sea^side, and came to 
that which is named Cassarea PhUippij and staid there a con. 
siderable time, and exhibited all sorts of shows there. And 
here a mat number of the captives were destroyed ; some 
being thrown to wild beasts, and others in multitudes forced 
to kill one another, as if they were enemies. And here it 
was that Titus was informed of the seiaure of Simon, the son 
of Gioras, which was made after the manner following. This 
Simon, during the siege of Jerusalem, was in the upper city, 
but when the Roman army was gotten within the walls, and 
were laying the city waste, he tl^ took the most faithful of 
his friends with him, and among them some that were stone- 
cutters, with those iron tools wnich belonged to their occu- 
pation, and as great a quantity of provisions as would suffice 
them for a long time, and let himself and of all them down 
into a certain subterraneous cavern that was not visible above 
ground. Now, so far .as had been digged of old, they went 
onward along it without disturbance ; but where they met 
with solid earth, they dug a mine under ground, and tnis in 
hopes that they should be able to proceed so far as to rise 
from under ground in a safe place, and by that means escape. 
But when they came to make the experiment, they were ais- 
appointcd of thdr hope ; for the miners could make but small 
progress^ and that with difficulty also ; insomuch that their 
provisions, though they distributed them by measure, began 
to fail them. iGid now Simon, thinking he might be able 
to astofiish and delude the Romans, put on a white frock, and 
buttoned upon him a purple cloak, and appeared out of the 
ground in the place where the temple had formerly been. 
At the first, inaeed, those that saw him were greatly asto- 
nished, and stood still where they were ; but afterwaitl they 
came nearer to him, and asked him who he way. Now Simon 
would not tell them, but bid them call for their captain ; and 
when they >an to call him, Terentius Rufus,* who was left 
to command the army there, came to Simon, and learned of 
him the whole truth, and kept him in bonds, and let Caesar 

* This Terentiui Ilufiu, as Reland in part obsenret here, is the same person 
whom the Talmudists call Tumtit Rufu»j of whom they relate that keyhmghtd 
sw aion M a field, and made Jeruta(em become at keapt^ and titk maufUain of 
tie kou9e at ike kigk places of a forett ; which was long before fbretdd by tlie 
prophet Micah, iii. 12, and quoted from Urn in the prophecies of Jeremiah, 
xxri. 18. 
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know that he was taken. Thus did God bring this man to 
be punished for what bitter and savage tyranny he had exer« 
dsed against his oountrvnien by those who were his worst 
enemies ; and this while ne was not subdued by violence, but 
voluntarily delivered himself up to them to be pumshed, and 
that on the very same account that he had laia false accuse* 
tions against many Jews, as if they were falling away to the 
Romans, and had barbarously slain them ; for wicked actions 
do not escape the divine anger, nor is justice too weak to 
punish offenders, but in time overtakes those that trans^rew 
Its laws, and inflicts its punishments upon the wicked in a 
manner so much more severe, as they expected to escape it 
on acooimt of their not being punished, immediatdy.* Sunon 
was made sensible of this by fiedling under the inmj^ation of 
the Bomans. This rise of his out ofr the ground did also oc- 
casion the discovery of a great number of others of the sedi- 
tious at that time, who had hidden themselves under ground. 
But for Simon, he was brought to Caesar in bonds, when he 
was come back to that Caesarea which was on the sea^de ; 
who gave order that he should be kept against that triumph 
which he was to celebrate at Rome upon this occasion. 
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CHAP. III. 



Haw TikL8i%ip(mihfiCeT£bralkntfhi$Broihe^^ 

Birih^DaySy had many qf ike Jews dain. ConcemVig 
ihe Danger the Jews were in at AnHocky by Means of the 
Trajisgression and Impiety qfone Jntiochus a Jew. 

S 1. While Titus was at Csesarea, he solemnized the birth- 
day of hb brother [Domitian] after a splendid manner, and 
inflicted a gireat deal of the punishment intended for tl» Jews 
in honour of him ; for the number of those that were now 
slain in fighting with the beasts, and were burnt, and fought 
^th one another, exceeded two thousand five hundred. Yet 
did all this seem to the Romans, when they were thus des- 
troyed ten thousand several ways, to be a punishment beneath 
their deserts. After this, Csesar came to Bery tus,-|* which is 
a city of Phenicia, and a Roman colony, and staid there a 
longer time, and exhibited a still more pompous scdemnity 
about his father^s birth-day, both in the ma^ificence of the 
shows, and in the other vast expenses he was at in his defices 

* 8M£cd«.Tiu.ll. 

i> Thii Baytiu wm certainly a Romtn colony, and hat coina extant that 
witnesf the same, as HudiOB and Spanbeim inform as. See the note on Antiq. 
B. xvi. chap. zi. sect. I. 
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thereto bdon^ng ; so that a great multitude of the capdves 
were here destroyed after the same maniier as before* 

2. It happened also about this time, that the Jews who 
remained at Antioch were under accusations^ and in danger 
of perishing from the disturbances that were raised agunst 
them by the Antiochians ; and this both on account of the 
slanders spread abroad at this time against them, and on 
account ot what pranks they had play^ not long before,; 
which I am obliged to describe without fail, though brieiy^ 
that I may the better connect my narration of future Ictions 
with those that went before. 

8. For as the Jewish nation' is widely dispersed over all 
the habitable earth among its inhabitants, so it is very much 
intermingled with Syria by reason of itsn^hbourhood, and 
had the greatest multitudes in Antioch by reason of the lai^ge- 
ness of the city, wher^ the kings, after Antiochus, had af-> 
forded them a habitation with the most undisturbed tranquil- 
lity ; for though Antiochu% who was called £MpAafi€», laid 
Jerusalem waste, and spwied the temple, yet.oia thote that 
succeeded him in the kingdom restore all the donations that 
were made of brass to the Jews of Antioch, and dedicated 
them to their syni^c^e, and granted them the enjoyment of 
equal priyileges of citizens wiui the Grreeks themsdves ; and 
as the succeeding kings treated them after the same manner, 
they both multiplied to a great number, and adomeB their 
temple* gloriously by fine ornaments, and with great magnU 
ficence, in the use of what had been given them. They also 
made proselytes of a great many of the Greeks perpetually, 
and thereby after a sort brought them to be a portioiK>f their 
own body. But about this time, when the present war b^nn, 
and Y^spasian was 'aewly sailed to Syria, and all men nad 
taken up a great hatred against the Jews, then it was that a 
certain person, whose name was AntiochuSf^keing one of the 
Jewish nation, and greatly respected on account of his father, 
who was govemor+ of the Jews at Antioch, came upon the 
theatre at a time wnen the people of Antioch were assembled 
together, and became an informer agiunst his father, and ac- 
ciued both him and others, that they had resolved to bum 
the whole city in one night ; he also delivered up to them 

« 

* t. e. Thdr synasogue. See the note on B* ▼!• di. z. sect 1. 

-^ The Jews at Antioch and Alexandria, the two principal citiea in aU the 
east* had allowed them, both by the Macedonians and afterwards by the Ro- 
mans, a governor of |heir own, who was exempt from the jurisdiction of the 
other civ2 governors. He was colled acNoetlBes barely gtwemor, sometimes 
eUiutrcA, and [at Alexandria] alahartkf oa Dr. Hudson takes notice on this 
l^aoe oat of Fuller's Miscellanies. Their had the like governor or governors 
allowed them at Babylon nnder their captivity there, as the history of Susanna 
implies. 
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some Jews that were foreigners, as partners in tUeir resolu- 
tions. Wh^i the ^peofie heard this, they could not refrain 
their pasfiiofli^ but ooninianded that those who were ddivered 
up to them should have fire brouffht to bum them ; who were 
accordingly all burnt upon tjbe ueatise immediately. They 
did also fall violently upon the multitude of the Jews, as sup- 
poang that by punishing them suddenly, they should save 
^eir own city. As for Antiochus, he aggravated the rage 
tftey were in, and thought to ^ve them a demonstration of 
his ofili conversion, aooof his hatred of the Jewish customs, 
by sacrificing after the manner of the Greeks ihe persuaded 
the rest also to compel them to do the same, because they 
would by that means discover who they were that had iplotted 
againet them, unce they would not do so ; and when the peo« 
pTe of Antioch tried the experiment, some few oomidied, but 
those that would not do so were slmn. As for Antiochus 
himself, he obtained soldiers from the Roman commander, 
and became a severe master ovei his own citizens, not per- 
mitting them to rest on the seventh day, but forcing them to 
do all that they usually did on other days ; and to that degree 
of distress did be reduce them in this matter, that the rest at 
the seventh day was dissolved not only at Antioch, but the 
same thing, wmch took thesice its rise, was done in other dties 
also, in like manner, for some small time. 

4. Now, after these misfortunes had happened to the Jews 
at Antioch, a second calamity befell them, the description of 
which when we were going about, we premised the account 
forcing ; for upon Uiis aocident, whareby the four-square 
market-place was burnt down, as well as the archives, and 
the place where the public records were preserved, and the 
royal palaces (and it was not without difficulty that the fire 
was then put a stop to, which was likely, by tne fbry where- 
with it was canild alokig, to have gone over the whole city), 
Antiodius accused the Jews as the occasion of all the mis- 
chief that was done. Now this induced the people of Antioch, 
who were now under the immediate persuasion, by reason of 
the disorder they were in, that this calumny was true, and 
would have been under the same persuasion, even though they 
had not borne an ill will at the Jews before, to believe this 
man'^s accusation, especially when they considered what had 
been done before, and this to such a degree that they all fell 
violently upon those that were accused, and this like mad- 
men, in a very furious rage also, even as if they had seen the 
Jews in a manner setting fire themselves to the city ; nor was 
it without difficulty that one Cneas Collegas, the legate, 
could prevail with tnemto permit the affairs to be laid before 
Csesar ; for as to Cesennius Petus, the prt»sident of Syria, 
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Vespasian bad already sent him away ; and so it happened, 
that he was not yet come back thitber. But when CoU^as 
had made a cardTul inquiry into the matter, he found out the 
truth, and tliat not one of those Jews that were accused by 
Antiochus had any hand in it ; but that all was done by some 
▼ile persons greatly in debt, who supposed that if they could 
once set fire to the market-plaoe, and bum the public records, 
ibey should have no farther demands made upon them. So 
the Jews were under great disorder and terror, in the uncer- 
tain expectations €i what would be the upshot of these accu« 
sations against them. • 
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CHAP. IV. 

Bow Vespasian was received at Rome ; as also how the Ger- 
mans rerooUedJrom the RommiSj but were subdued. That 
the Sarmatians overran Mysia^ but were compiled to 
return to their own Country again, 

1. And now Titus Caesar, upon the news that was brought 
lim concerning his father, that his coming was much desired 
by all the Italian cities, and that Rome especially received 
him with great alacrity and splendour, betook himself to- re- 
joicing and pleasm%s to a great degree, as now freed from 
the solicitude he had been under, after the most agreeable 
manner. For all men that were in Italy shewed their respects 
to him in their minds before he came thither, as if he were 
already come, as esteeming the yery expectation they had of 
him to be his real presence^ on account of the great desires 
they had to see him, and because the good will they bore him 
was entirely free aiod unconstrained ; for it was a denrable 
thing to tlie senate, who well remembered the calamities they 
had undergone in Uie late changes of their governors, to re- 
ceive a governor who was adorned with the gravity of old 
age, and with the hightet skill in the actions of war, whose 
advancement would m, as they knew, for nothing else but for 
the preservation of those that were to be governed. More- 
over, the people had been so harassed by their civil miseries, 
that they were still more earnest for his coming immediately, 
as supposing they should then be firmly delivered from their 
calamities, and believed they should then recover their secure 
tranquillity and prosperity; and for the soldiery, they had the 
principal regard to him, for they were chiefly apprized of his 
great exploits in war ; and* since they had experienced the 
want of skill and want of courage in other commanders, they 
were very desirous to be freed from that great shame they 
had undergone by their means, and heartily wished to receive 

VOL. IV. R 
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$uch a prince as might be a security and an ornament to them. 
And as this good will to Vespasian was universal, those that 
enjoyed any remarkable dignities cofuU not have patience 
enough to stay in Rome, but made haste ta meet him at a 
iBery great cKstance from it ; nay, indeed, none of the rest 
could endure the delay of seeing him, but did all pour out of 
the city in such crowds, and were so universally possessed with 
the opinion that it was easier and better for them to go out 
than to stay there, that this was the very first time that the 
city joyfully perceived itself almost empty m£ its citizens ; for 
those that staid within were fewer than those that ^ent out. 
But as soon as the news was come that he was hard by, and 
those that had met him at first related with what good hu- 
mour he received every one that came to him, then it was 
that the whde multitude that bad remained in the citV) with 
their wives and children, came into the road^ and waited for 
him there ; and for those whom he passed by, they made all 
sorts of acclamations on account of the joy they had to see 
him, and the pleasantness of his countenance, and styled him 
iMr henefof^ and saviour^ and the. only person who was 
worthy to be ruler of the ci^ of Boma And now the city 
was like a temple, full of gariaads and sweet odours ; nor was 
it easy for him to come to the royal palace, for the multitude 
of the people that stood about him, wherd yet at last he per- 
formed his sacrifices of thanks^ving to his household gods, 
for his safe return to the city. The multitude did also betake 
themselves to feasting ; which feasts and drink-offerings they 
celebrated by their tribes, and their families, and their neiglw 
bourhoods, and still prayed Grod t^ grant that Vespa^an, nis 
sons, and all their posterity, might continue in the Roman 

Evemment for a very long time, and that his dominion might 
preserved from all oppoution. And this was the manner 
in which Borne so joyfully received Vespasian, and thence 
grew immediately into a state of great prosperity. 

2. But before this time^ and while Vespasian was about 
Alexandria, and Titus was lying at the siege of Jerusalem, a 
great multitude of the Germans were in commotion, and 
tended to rebellion; and as the Gaulsin their neighbourhood 
joined with them, they conspired together, and had thereby 

Seat hopes of success, and that they should &ee themselves 
)m the dominion of the Romans. The motives that in- 
duced the Germans to this attempt for a revolt, and foe 
bejrinning the war, were these : in the first place, the nature 
[of the people], which was destitute of just reasonings, and 
ready to throw themselves rashly into danger upon small 
hopes ; in the next place, the hatred they bore to those that 
were their governors, while their nation bad never been con- 
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sdous of subjection to any but to the Romans^ and that by 
compulaion only. Besides these motives, it was the oppor- 
tunity that now offered itself, which above all the rest pre- 
vailed with them so to do ; for when they saw the Roman 
gavemment in a great internal disorder by the continual 
changes of its rulers, and understood that every part of the 
habitable earth under them was in an unsettled and tottering 
condition, they thought this was the best c^portunity that 
conld afford itself for themselves to make a sedition, when 
tl|e state of the Romans was so iD. Classicus * also, and 

' Vitellius,-f- two of their commanders, puffed them up with 
such hopes. These had for a long time been openly desi- 
rous of such an innovation, and were induced by the present 
opportunity to ventiure upon the declaration of their senti- 

' ments ; the multitude was also ready, and whM these men 
told them of what they intended to attempt, that news was 
gladly received by them. So when a great part of the Ger- 
mans had agreed to rebel, and the rest were no better disposed, 
Vespasian, as guided by divine Providence, sent letters to 
Petuius Cereahs, who had formeriy had the command of 
Germany, whereby he declared him to have the dignity of con- 
sul, and commanded him to take upon him the government 
of Britain ; so he went whither he was ordered to go, and 
when he was informed of the revolt of the Germans, he fell 
upon tijem as soon as they were gotten together^ and put his 
army in battle4U'ray, and slew a great multitude of them in 
the fight, and forced them to leave ofi[ their madness, and 
to grow wiser ; nay, had he not fallen thus suddenly upon 
them, on the place, it had not been long ere they would, 
however, have been brought to punishmeBt ; for as soon as 
ever the news of their revolt was come to Rome, and Caesar 
Domitian was made acquainted with it, he.made no delay even 
at that his age, when he was exceeding young, but undertook 
this weighty affair. He had a courageous mind from his fa- 
ther, and had made greater improvements than belonged to 

I 

' * This Clauictu, and CLvilis, and Cereali^ are names weB known in Tacitui ; 
the two former as moving sedition againat the Romans, and the last as sent to 
repteM them by Venpasiaa, just aa they a» here dMcribed in Josephua; which 
is the case also of Fonteius Agrippa and Rubrius Gallus in secL 3. But as 
to the very favourable account presently given of Domitian, particularly as to 
Ina designs io this his Gallic and Germas expedition, it is not a little oontrary 
to that in Suetonius, Vesp. sect. 7* Nor are the reasons unobvious that might' 
occasion this great diversity. Dositian was one of Josephus's patnm, imd 
when he published these biooka of the Jewish ipai, was very ^oang, tad held 
hardly begun those wicked practices whieh rendered him so inlSunous afterward ; 
while Suetonius seems to havfe been too young, and too low in life to receive any 
remarkable favours from him ; as Domitian was certainly very lewd and cruel, 
and generally hated, when Suetonius wrote ahout hnn. 
t Civtlis. TlwiC 

r2 
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such an a^. Accordingly he marched sl^ainst the barbarians 
immediately ; whereupon their hearts failed them at the very 
rumour of his approach, and they submitted thetasdves to 
him with fear, and thought it. a happy thing that they were 
brought under their old yoke again without suffering any far- 
ther mischiefs. When therefore Domitian had settled all the 
affairs of Gaul in such good order that it would not be easily 
put into disorder any more, he returned to Rome with ho- 
nour and glory, as having performed such exploits as were 
above his own age, but worthy of so great a father. .^ 

, 3. At the very same time with the fore-mentioned revolt 
of the Germans, did the bold attempt of the Scythians against 
the Romans concur ; for those Scythians who are called iSor- 
maiianSy being a very numerous people, transported them- 
selves over the Danube into Mysia, without being perceived; 
after which, by their violence and entirely unexpected assault, 
they slew a great many of the Romans that guarded th^ fron- 
tiers ; and as the consular legate, Fonteius Agrippa, came to 
meet themj and fought courageously against them, he was 
slain by them. They then overran all the region that had 
been subject to him, tearing and rendinff every thing that fell 
in their way. But when Vespasian was mformed of what had 
happened, and how Mysia was laid waste, he sent away Ru* 
bnus Gallus to punish these SarmaUans ; by whose means 
many of them perished in the battles he fought against them, 
and that part which escaped fled with fear to their own coun- 
try. So when this general had put an end to the war, he 
provided fat the future security of the country also ; for he 
placed more and more numerous garrisons in the place, till 
he made it altogether impossible for the barbarians to pus 
over the river any more. And thus had this war in Mysia a 
sudden conclunon. 
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CHAP. V. 

Conceming the Sabbatic River which Titus saw as he was 

joumeyvng through Syria ; and how the People ofAntioch 

came with a Petition to TUus against the Jetvs^ but were 

rejected by him ; as^also concerning Titus and VesfimaitCs 

Triumph, 

§ 1. Now Titus Caesar tarried some time at Berytus, as we 
told you before. He thence removed, and exhibited mag- 
nificent shows in all those cities of Syria through which he 
went, and made use of the captive Jews as pumic instances 
of the destruction of that nation. He then saw a river, as he 
went along, of such a nature as deserves to be recorded in 
history. It runs in the middle between Arcea, belonging to 
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Agrippa^a kingdom, and Baphanea. It hath somewhat very 
pecuuar in it ; for when it nins, its current is strong, and has 
plenty of water ; after which its springs fail for ^ days to- 
gether, and ]eav^ its channel dry, as any one may see ; afta: 
which days it runa on the seventh day as it did before, and 
as though it had undergone no change at all : it hath also 
been observed to keep this order perpetually and exactly ; 
whence it is that they call it the Sabbatic river ^''^ that name 
being taken from the sacred seventh day among the Jews. 

% But when the people of Antioch were informed that 
Titus was approaching, tney were so glad at it that they could 
not keep within their walls, but hasted away to ^ive him the 
meeting ; nay they proceeded as far as thirty jmrlongs and 
more 'with that intention. These were not the men only, 
but a multitude of women also with their children did tne 
tame ; and when they saw him coming up to them, they stood 
on both sides of the way, and stretched out their right hands, 
saluting him, and making all sorts of acclamations to him, 
and turned back together with him. They also, among all 
the acclamations they made to hi|n, besougnt him all the way 
they went, to eject the Jews out of their city : yet did not 
Titus at all yield to this their petition, but gave them the bare 
hearing of it quietly. However, the Jews were in a great 
deal of terrible fear, under the uncertainty they were in wbat 
his opinion was, and what he would do to them. For Titus 
did not stay at Antioch, but continued his progress imme- 
diately to Zeugma, which lies upon the Eupnrates, whither 
came to him messengers from Vologeses king of Parthia, and 
brought him a crown of gold upon the victory he had sained 
over the Jews ; which he accepted of, and feasted the king^s 
messengers and then came back to Antioch. And when the 
senate and people of Antioch earnestly entreated him to come 
upon their theatre, where their whole multitude was assem^ 
bled and expected him, he complied with great humanity; but 
when they pressed him with much earnestness, and continu* 
ally begged of him that he would eject the Jews out of their 
city, he gave them this very pertinent answer : — " How can 
this be done, since that country of theirs, whither the Jews 
must be obliged then to retire, is destroyed, and no place will 

* Since in these Uter «get this SabbtUic river^ once so £Eunous, which, by Jo- 
sepha8*8 account here, ran every aeventh day^ and rested on «tr, but according 
to Pliny, Nat Hist zxxi. 11, ran perpeludly on six days, and rested every 
seventh (though it no way appears by eidier of their accounts that the sevrntk 
day of this river was the Jewish seventh day or sabbath), is <^te vanished, I 
shall add no more about it ; only see Dr« Hudson's note. In Varenius^s Geo- 
graphy, L 17, the reader will find several instances of such periodical fountains 
and rivers, though none of their periods were that of a just week, as of old this 
appears to have beeiu 
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receive them befiides ?^ Whereupon the people of Antioch^ 
when they had failed of suocees^^n this their first requesty 
made him a second ; for they desired that he would order 
those tables of brass to be removed on whiph the Jews^ pri- 
vileges were engraven. However, Titus would not grant tnat 
neither, but permitted the Jews of Antioch to continue to 
enjoy the very same privileges in that city which they had 
before, and then departed for Egypt ; and as he came to 
Jeru^em in his progress, and compared the melancholy 
condition he saw it then in with the ancient glory of the city, 
and called to mind the greatness of its present ruins, as well 
as its ancient splendour, he could not out pity the destruc* 
tion of the city, so far was he from boasting that sa^eat 
and goodly a city as that was had been by him taken by 
force ; nay, he frequently cursed those that had been the 
authors of th^r revolt, and had brought such a punishment 
upon the city ; insomuch that it openly appeared that he did 
not desire that such a calamity, as this punishment of theirs 
amounted to, should be a demonstration of his courage. Yet 
was there no small quantity of the riches that had oeen in 
that city still found among its ruins, a great deal of which 
the Romans dug up ; but the greatest part was discovered 
by those who were captives, and so they carried it away ; I 
mean the gold and the silver, and the rest of that most pre- 
cious furniture which the Jews had, and which the owners 
had treasured up underground against the uncertain for- 
tunes of war. 

8. So Titus took the journey he intended to Egypt, and 
passed over the desert very suddenly, and came to Alexandria, 
and took up a resolution to go to Rome by sea. And as he 
was accompanied by two legions, he sent each of them again 
to the places whence they had before come ; the fifth he sent 
to Mysia, and the fifteenth to Pannonia: as for the leaders of 
the captives, Simon and John, with the other seven hundred 
men, whom he had selected out of the rest, as being eminently 
tall and handsome of body, he gave order that they should 
be soon carried to Italy, as resolving to produce them in his 
triumph. So when he had had a prosperous voya^ to his 
mind, the city of Rome behaved itself in his reception, and 
their meeting him at a distance, as it did in the case of his 
father. But what made the most splendid appearance in 
Titus^s opinion was, when his father met him, and received 
hhn ; but still the multitude of the citizens conceived the 
greatest joy, when they saw them all three * together, as they 
did at thb time : nor were m«ny days overpast, when they 

* Vespasian, and hit two aons Titus and Domittan. 
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deCenniiied to have biit one tritunph, that should be tatoi 
mdn to both of them, oil aooount of the glorious expltnts 
they had perforated, Idthouffh the senate had decreed eadi 
of them a separate triumph bj himself. So when notioe had^ 
been gpiven oeforehand of the day i^spointed for this pom* 
pous solemnity to be made on*aooount of their victories, not 
one of the immense multitude was left in the city, but every 
body went out so far as to gain only a station where they 
might stand, and left only such a passi^ as was necessary 
for those that were to be seen to go along it. 

4. Now all the soldiery marched out beforehand by oom^ 
panics, and in their several ranks, under their several com- 
manders, in the nisht^time, and were about the ^ates, not of 
the upper palaces, but those near the temple of Isis ; for there 
it was that the emperors had rested the foreming night And 
OS soon as ever it was day, Vespasian and Titus came out, 
crowned with lautd, and clothea in those ancient purple ha^ 
bits which were proper to their family, and then went as &r 
as Octavian'^s walks ; for there it was that the senate and the 
principal rulers, and those that had been recorded as of the 
equestrian order, waited tor them. Now a.tribunal had been 
erected before the cloisters, and ivory churs had been set 
upon it, when they came and sat down upon them. Wherec- 
upon the soldiery made an acclamation oi jojt to them imme- 
diately, and all gave theot attestations of their valour ; irfule 
they were themsdives without their itrms, and only in their 
flilken garments, and crowned with laurel ; then Vespasian 
accepted of these shouts of theirs ; but while they were still 
disposed to go on in such acclamations, he gave them a 



of silence. And when every body entirely held their peace, 
he stood up, and covering thC greatest part of his head with 
his cloak, he put up the accustoikied solemn prayers ; the like 
prayers did Titus put up also : after which mrayers Vespasian 
made a short speech to all the people, and then sent &way the 
soldiers to a dinner prepared for them by the emperors. Then 
did he retire to that gate which was called the Gaie qftht 
Pomp, because pompous shows do always go through that 

fate : there it was that they tasted some food ; and waeia ibej 
ad put on their triumphal garments, and had offered sacn- 
fices to the gods that were placed at the gate, they sent the 
triumph forward, and marched through the theatres, that 
they might be the more easily seen by uie multitudes. 

o. Now it is imposuble to descrifaie the multitude of the 
shows as they deserve, and the magnificence of them all 4 
such indeed as a man could not easily think of, as performed 
^either by the labour of workmen, or the variety of riches, or 
the rarities of nature ; for almost all such curiosities as the 
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most happy men ever get by piecemeal were here one heaped 
on another, and those both aamirable and costly in their na- 
ture ; and as all brought together on that day, demonstrated 
the vastness of the dominions of the Romans ; for there was 
here to be seen a mighty quantity of silver, and gold, and 
ivory, contrived into all sorts <ff things, and did not appear as 
earned along in pompous show on1y,l)ut, as a man may say, 
running along like a river. Some 'parts were composed of 
the rarest purple han^ngs, and so carried along, and others 
accurately represented to the life what was embroidered by 
the art of the Babylonians. There were also precious stones 
that were transparent, some set in crowns of gold, and some 
in other ouches, as the workmen pleased ; and of these such 
a vast number were brought, that we could not but thence 
learp how vainly we imagined any of them to be rarities. The 
images of the gods were also earned, being as well wonderful 
for their largeness, as made very artificially, and with great 
skill of the workmen ; nor were any of these images of any 
other than very costly materials; and many species of animals 
were brought, everyone in their own natural ornaments. The 
men also, who brought every one of these shows, were great 
multitudes, and adorned with purple garments all over inter- 
woven with gold ; those that were chosen for carrying these 
pompous shows having also about them such magnificent or- 
naments as were both extraordinary and surprising. Besides 
these, one might see that even the great number of the cap- 
tives was not unadorned, while the variety that was in their 
garments, and their fine texture, concealed from the sight the 
deformity of their bodies. But what afforded the greatest 
surprise of all was the structure of the pageants that were 
borne along ; for indeed he tUkt met them could not but be 
afraid that the bearers would not be able firmly enough to 
support them, such was their magnitude ; for many of them 
were so nlade that they were on three or even four stories 
one above another. The magnificence also of^heir structure 
afforded one both pleasure and surprise; for'upon many of 
them were laid carpets of gold. There was also wrduaht gold 
and ivory fastened about them all; and many resemblances of 
the war, and those in several ways and variety of contrivances, 
affording a most lively portraiture of itself. For there was to 
be seen a happy country laid waste, and entire squadrons of 
enemies slmn, while some of them ran away, and some were 
carried into captivity ; with walls of great altitude and mag- 
nitude overthrown, and ruined by machines, with the strong- 
est fortifications taken, and the- walls of most populous cities 
upon the tops of hills seized on, and an army pouring itself 
within the walls; as also every place fuU of slaughter, and 
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supplications of the enemies, when they were no longer able 
to lift up their hands in way of opposition. Fire luso sent 
upon temples was here representeo, and houses overthrown 
and fiilling upon their owners ; rivers also, after they came 
out of- a large and melancholy desert, ran down, not into a 
laad cultivated, nor as drink for men or for cattle, but through 
a land still on fire upon every side ; .for the Jews related that 
such a thing they had undergone during this war. Now the 
workmanship of these representations was so magnificent and 
lively in the construction of the things, that it exhibited what 
had been done to such as did not see it, as if they had been 
there really present. On the top of every one of these 
pageants was placed the commander of the city tlmt was 
taken, and the manner wherein he was taken. Moreover, 
there followed those pageants a great number of ships ; add 
for the other spoils, they were carried in great plenty. But 
for those* that were taken in the temple of Jerusalem, they 
made the greatest figure of them all; that is, the golden table, 
of the weight of many talents ; the candlestick also, that was 
made of gold, though its construction were now changed 
from that which we made use of; for its middle shaft was 
fixed upon a basis, and the small branches were produced out 
of it to a great length, having the likeness of a trident in their 
position, and liad every one a socket made of brass for a lamp 
at the tops of them. These lamps were in number seven, 
and represented the dignity of the number seven among the 
Jews ; and the last of all the spoils was carried the Law of 
the Jews. After these spoils passed by a great many men 
carrying the images of victory, whose structure was entirely 
either of ivory or of gold. After which, Vespasita marched 
in the first placd, and Titus followed him ; Domitian also 
rode along with them,, ai^ made a glorious appearance, and 
rode on a horse that was.^w)rthy of admiration. 

6. Now the last part^of this pompous show was at the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, whether when they were come, 
they stood still ; for it was the Romans^ ancient custom to 
stay till somebody brought the news that the general of the 
enemy was slain. This general was Simon, the son of Gioras, 

* See the representRtions of thete Jewish vestelt, as they still stand on Titus*s 
triumphal arch at Rome, in Keland*8 very carious book, De Spolm Templi^ 
throughout. But what things are chiefly to be noted, are these :— 1. That Jo^ 
•ephus says, the candlestick here carried in this triumph was not thoroughly 
like that which was used in the temple, which appears in the number of the 
little knops and flowers in that on the triumphal arch not well agreeing with 
Moses*s description, Ezod. xxv. SI-3S. 3. The smaUiiestf of the branchea in 
Joeephus, compared with, the thickness of those on that arch« 3. That the 
I«aw or Pentateuch does not appear on that arch at all, though Josephus, an 
eye-witness, assures us it was carried in this procession. All which things de- 
serre the consideration of the inquurltiTe rcwder. 
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who had then been led in this triumph ambnf the captiyes; 
a rope had also been p«t upon his nead, and he had been 
drawn unto a proper place in the forum, and had withal been 
tormented by those that drew him along ; and the law of the 
Romans required that malefactors oonaemned to die should 
be slain there. According j, when it was related that there 
was an end of him, and au the people had set up a shout for 
joy, they then began to offer those sacrifices whidi they had 
consecrated, in the prayers used in such solemnities, which 
when they had finished, th^y went away to the palace. And 
as for some of the spectators, the emperors entertmned them 
at their own feast ; and for ail the rest there were rioble pre^ 
parations made for their feasting at home ; for this was a fes- 
tival day to the city of Rome, as celebrated for the victory 
obtained by their army over their enemies, for the end that 
Was now put to their civil miseries, and for the commence^ 
ment of their hopes of future prosperity and happiness. 

7. After these triumphs were over, and after the affairs of 
the Romans were settled on the surest foundations, Vespasian 
fesolved to build a temple to Peace, which was finishea in so 
short a time, and so riorious a manner, as was beyond all 
human expectation ana opinion; for he having now by Provi* 
dence a vast quantity of wealth, besides what ne had formerly 
gained in his other exploits, he had this temple adorned with 
pictures and statues; for in this temple were collected and 
reposited all such rarities as men aforetime used to wander 
all over the habitable world to see, when they had a desire to 
tee one of them after another; he also laid up therein those 
golden vessels and instruments that were taken out of the 
Jewish temple as ensigns of his glory. But still he gave 
order that they should lay up their-law, anS the purple veils 
of the holy place, in the royal palace itself, and keep them 
there. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Concerning Macherus. and how Lucilius Bassus took thai 

Citaael^ and <Mer Places. 

S 1. Now Lucilius Bassus was sent as legate into Judea, and 
there he received the army from Cerealis Vitellianus, and 
took that citadel which was^ in Herodium, together with the 
garrison that was in it ; after which he got tocpether all the 
soldiery that was there (which was a large body, but dispersed 
into several parties) with the tenth legion, and resolved to 
make war upon Macherus; for it was nighly necessary that 
this citadel snould be demolished, lest it might be a means of 
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drawing awi^ many into rebellion, by reason of its strength ; 
for the nature of the place was very capable of affording the 
surest hopes of safety to those that possessed it, as well as 
delay and fear to those that should ^ttack it ; for what was 
walled in was itself a very rocky hill, elevated to a Terr great 
height, which circumstance i^ne made it very hard to be 
subdued. It was also so contrived b^ Mature, that it could 
not be easily ascended ; for it is, as it were, ditched about 
with such valleys on all sides, and to such a depth, that the 
eye cannot reach their bottoms, and such as are not easily to 
lie passed over; and even such as it is impossible to fill up 
with earth. For that valley which cuts it on* the west extenas 
to threescore furlongs, and did not end till it came to the lake 
Asphaltitis ; on the same side it was also that Macherus had 
the tallest top of its hill elevated above the rest. But then, 
for the valleys that lay on the north and south sides, although 
they be not so large as that alrtedy described, yet is it in 
like manner an impracticable thing to think of getting over 
them ; and for the valley that lies on the east side, its depth 
is found to be not less than a hundred cubits. It extends 
as far as a mountain that lies over against Macherus, with 
which it is bounded. 

S. Now when Alexander [ Janneus], the king of the Jews, 
observed the nature of this place, he was the first who built 
a citadel here, which afterwards was demolished by €rabinius 
when he made war against Aristobulus. But wnen Herod 
came to be king, he Uiouffht the place to be worthy of the 
utmost regard, and of being built upon in the firmest man- 
ner, and this especially because it lay so near to Arabia ; for 
it is seated in a convenient place on that account, and hath 
a prospect toward that country. He therefore surrounded a 
large space of ground with waUs and towers, and built a city 
there, out of which city there was a way that led up to the 
very citadel itself on the top of the mountain : nay, more 
than this, he built a wall round that top of the hill, and 
erected towers at the comers, of a hundred and sixty cubits 
high ; in the middle of which pkod he built a palace, after a 
magnificent manner, wherein were large and beautiful edifices. 
He also made a great many reservoirs for reception of water, 
that there might be plenty of it ready for all uses, and those 
in the properest places that were afforded him there. Thus 
did he, as it were, contend with the nature of the place, that 
he might exceed its natural strength and security, which yet 
itself rendered ir hard to be taken by those fortifications 
which were made by the hands of men. Moreover, he put 
a large quantity of darts and other machines of war into it, 
and contrived to get every thing thither that might any way 
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contribute to its inhabitants^ security, under the longest aege 
possible. 

S. Now within this place there ^w'a sort of rue,* that 
deserves ou]h wonder oi^ account of its largeness, for it was no 
way inferior to any fig-tree whatsoever, either in height or in 
thickness ; and the report is, that it had lasted ever since the' 
times of Herod, and would probably have lasted much longer, 
had it not been cut down by those Jews who took possession 
of tht place afterward. But still in that valley which encom- 
passes the city on the north side, there is a certain place called 
Baarcu^ whichproduces a root-f of the same name with it- 
self: its colour IS like to that of flame, and towards the even- 
ing it sends out a certain ray like lightning ; it is not easily 
taken by such as would do it, but recedes from their hands ; 
nor will yield itself to be taken quietly, until either the urine 
of a woman or her menstrual blood tie poured upon it ; nay, 
even then it is certain death to those that touch it, unless any 
one take and hang the root itself down from his hand^ and so 
carry it away. It may also be taken another way, without 
danger, which is this : they dig a trench quite round about it, 
till the hidden part of the root be very small ; they then tie a 
dog to it, and when the dog tries hard to follow him that tied 
him, this root is easily plucked up, but the dog dies imme- 
diately, as if it were instead of the man that would take the 
plant away ; nor after this need any one be afraid of taking it 
into their hands. Yet after all this pains in getting, it is only 
valuable on account of one virtue it hath, mat it it be only 
brought to the sick persons; it quickly drives away those 
called demons, which are no other than the spirits of the 
wicked, that enter into men that are alive, and kill them, un- 
less they can obtain some help against them. Here are also 
fountains of hot water, that flow out of this place, which have 
a very difierent tast^ one from the other; for some of them are 
bitter, and others of them are plainly sweet. Here are also 
many eruptions of cold waters, and this not only in the*places 
that lie lower, and have their fountains near one another, but 
what is still more wonderful, here is to be seen a oertmn cave 
hard by, whose cavity is not deep, but it is covered over by a 
rock that is prominent : above this rock there stand up two 

* SpAnhdm obsenres here, that in Gnoda Major and Sidly they had roe pio- 
digioiuly great and durable, like thii rue at Madiema. 

f This strange account of the place and root Baaras, eeemt to have been taken 
from the magicians, and the root to hare been made use of in the days of Jose- 
phus, in that supentitious way of casting-out demons, supposed by him to have 
been derived from king Solomon, of wl^ we have alrMy seen he had a great 
opmion, Antiq. B. viiL ch. iL sect. &. We also may hence learn the true notion 
Josephns had cX demons and demoniacs, exactly like that of the Jesrs and 
ChristUins in the New Testament, and the first four centuries. Sre Anttq. 
B. tL ch. viii. sect. 2 ; B. xi. ch. il sect 3*. 
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[hiUs or] breasts, as it were, but a little distant cttie from 
another, the one of which sends out a fountain that is very 
Gold, and the other sends out one that is very hot, which 
waters, when they are mingled together, compose a most 

Eleasant bath ; they are medicinal indeed for other maladies, 
ut especially good for strengthening the nerves. This place 
has in it also mines of sulphur and alum. 

4. Now when Bassus had taken a full view of this place, 
he resolved to besiege it, by filling up the valley that lay on 
the east side ; so he ^11 hard to work, and took great pains to 
raise his banks as soon as possible, and by that means to ren- 
der the siege easy. As for the Jews that were caught in the 
place, they separated themselves from the strangers that were* 
with them, and they forced those strangers, as an otherwise 
useless multitude, to stay in the lower part of the city, and 
undergo the principal dangers, while they themselves seized 
on the upper citadel and held it, and this both on account of 
its strenrai, and to provide for their own safety. They also 
supposed they might obtain their pardon in case they should 
[at last] surrender the citadel. However, they were willing 
to make trial in the first place, whether the hopes they had 
of avoiding a siese would come to any thing, with which in- 
tention they mack sallies every day, and fought with those 
that met them, in which conflicts they were many of them 
slain, as they therein slew many of the Romans. But still it 
was the opportunities that presented themselves which chiefly 
^ned botn sides their victories : these were gained by the 
Jews, when they fell upon the Romans as they were off their 
guard ; but bj^ the Romans, when upon the others^ sallies 
against their banks they foresaw th&i coming, and were upon 
their guard when they received them. But the conclusion 
of this siege didf not depend upon these bickerings ; but a 
certwi surprising accident, relating to what was done in this 
siege, forced the Jews to surrender the citadel. There was 
a certain young man among the besieged, of great boldness, 
and very active of his hand; his name was Eleazar: he greatly 
signalized himself in those sallies, and encouraged the Jews 
to go out in great numbers, in onier to hinder the raising of 
the banks, and did the Rooians a vast deal of mischief when 
they came to fighting. He so managed matters, that those 
who sallied out made their attacks easily, and returned back 
without danger, and this by still bringing up the rear himself. 
Now it happened that on a certmn time^ when the fight was 
over, and both sides were parted and retired home, he, in 
way of contempt of the enemy, and thinking that none of 
them would begin the fight again at that time, staid without 
the gates, and talked with those that were upon the wall, and 
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his mind was wholly intent upon what they said. Now a 
certmn person belonging to the Roman camp, whose name 
was Rt^fuSi by biith an Egjrptian, ran upon him suddenly, 
when nobody expected such a thing, and carried him off, 
with his armour itself; while in the meantime thosfc that saw 
it from the wall were under such an amazement, that Rufus 
prevented their assistance, and carried Eleazar to the Roman 
camp. So the general of the Romans ordered that be should 
be taken up naked, set before the city to be seen, and sorely 
whipped before their eyes. Upon this sad accident that befel 
the young man, the Jews were terribly confounded ; and the 
city, with one v<Mce, sorely lamented him, and the mourning 
proved greater than could well be supposed upcm the cala- 
mity of a single person. When Bassus perceived that, he be- 
ean to think of using a strataeem against the enemy, and was 
desirous to aggravate their gnef, in order to prevail with them 
to surrender the city for the preservation of that man. Nor 
did he fail of his hope ; for he commanded them to set up a 
cross, as if he were just going to hang Eieazar upon it imme- 
diately : the sight of this occasioned a sore grief among those 
that were in the citadel, and they groaned vehemently, and 
cried out, that they could not bear to see him thus destroyed. 
Whereupon Eieazar besought them not to disregard him, 
now he was going to suffer a most miserable death, and, ex- 
horted them to save themselves, by yielding to the Roman 
power and good fortune, since all other people were now 
conquered by them. These men were greatly moved with 
what he said, there being also many within the city that in- 
terceded for him, because he was of an emipent and very 
numerous family ; so they now yielded to their passion of 
commiseration, contrary to their usual custom. Accordingly 
they sent out immediately certain messen^rs, and treated 
with the Romans, in order to a surrend^ of the citadel to 
them, and desired that thejHnight be permitted to go away, 
and take Eieazar along with them. Then did the Romans 
and their general accept of these terms ; while that multitude 
of strangers that were in the k>wer part of the city, hearing 
of the agreement that was made by the Jews for themselves 
alone, was resolved to fly awa y % iu vately in the night-time; 
but as soon as they had opened their gates, those that had 
come to terms with Bassus told him of it ;. whether it were 
diat they envied the other^s deliverance, or whether it were 
done out of fear, lest an occasion should be taken against them 
upon their escape, is uncertain. The most courageous, there- 
fore, of those men that went out, prevented the enemy, and 
got away, and fled for it ; but for those men that were caught 
within, they were slain to the number of one thousand seven 
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faiuidred, as were the wcmen and the children made dayea. 
But as Bassus thought he must perform the covenant he bad 
made with those that had sunrendered the citadel^ he let them 
go, and restored Eleazar to thetn. 

5. When Bassus had settled these affiuis, he marched hastily 
to the forest of Jarden, as it is called ; for he had heard that 
a great many of those that had fled from Jerusalem and Ma- 
cherus formerly were there gotten together. When he was 
therefore come to the place, and understood that the former 
news was no mistake, qe, in the fiic^t«place, surrounded the 
whole place with his horsemen, that such of the Jews as had 
boldness epough to try to breidc through might have no way 
possible for escaping, by reason of the situation of these horse- 
men ; and for the footmen, he ordered them tocut down th^ 
trees that were in the wood whither they were fled. So the 
Jews were under a necesaty of performing some glorious ex- 
ploit, and of greatly expoung themselves in a battle, since 
they might perhaps thereby escape. So they made a general 
attack, and with a great shout fell upon those that surrounded 
them, who received them with great courage ; anA so, while 
the one side fought desperately, and the others would not 
yield, the fiffht was prcMongea on that account. But the 
event of the battle did not answer the expectations of the 
assulants ; for so it happened, that no more than twdve fell 
on the Roman side, with a few that were wounded ; but not 
one of the Jews escaped out of this battle, but they were all 
killed, being in the 'whole not fewer in number than three 
thousand, together with Judas, the son of Jairus, their ge- 
neral ; concerning whom we have before spoken, that he had 
been a captain of a certain band at the siege of Jerusalem^ 
and, by goinc down into a certain vault under ground, had 
privately macts his escape. 

6. About the same time it was that Csesar sent a letter ta 
Bassus, and to Liberius Maximus^ who was the procurator 
[of Judea], and gave order that all Judea should be exposed 
to sale ;* ibr he did not fbuad any city there, but reserved 
the country for himseBT. However, he assigned a place for 
eight hundred men only, whom he had dismissed from his 
army, which he ^ve them for their habitation ; it b Sidled 
Emmtms^'f and is distant from Jerusalem threescore fur- 

* It is very remarkable tfamt Titus did not people this now desolate ooantry of 
Jndea, bat ordered it to be aU sold ; nor indeed is it properlj peopled at this 
day, but lies ready ibr its old iohabitaDts the Jews, at ther iUture nstoratioa. 
See Literal Accomplishmeiit of Profdiecies, page 77* 

^ That the dty Emtnaus oi^Animaiia in Joae|inis and others, which was the 
plaoe of the goremment of JiAtis Airieanus, in the beg^ning chT the third ccn« 
tury, and which he then procured t6 be rebuilt, and after which rebuikliDg it 
was called NicopoUt^ is entirely dUkumi from that Ennnaus which is 
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longs. He also laid a tribute upon the Jews wheresoever 
they were, and enjoined every one of them to bring two 
drachms every year into the capitol, as thejr used to pay 
the same to tne temple at Jerusalem. And this was the 
state of the Jewish affairs at this time. 
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Concerning the CalamHy ihat befell Antiochus, King qf Com- 
magene. As also concerning ike AlanSy and what great 
Mischiefs they did to the Medes and Armenians, 

§ 1. And now, in the fourth year of the ragn of Vespasian, 
it came to pass, that Antiochus, the king of Commagene, 
with all his family, fell into very great calamities. The ooca^ 
sion was this : Cesennius Fetus, who was president of Syria 
at this time, whether it were done out of regard to truth, or 
whether out of hatred to Antiochus (for which was the real 
motive wai never thoroughly chscovered) sent an epistle to 
Csssar, and therein toldhim. That ** Antiochus, with his son 
Epiphanes, had resolved to rebel against the Romans, and 
haid made a league with the king of Parthia to that purpose ; 
that it was therefore fit to prevent them, lest Ihey prevent us, 
and begin such a war as- may cause a general disturbance 
in the Roman empire.^ Now Caesar was disposed to take 
some care about the matter, since this discovery was made ; 
for the neighbourhood of the kingdoms made this affair wor- 
thy of a greater regard ; for Samosata, the capital of CcHn- 
macene, Ties upon Euphrates, and upon any such design 
could afford an easy passage over it to the Parthians, and 
could also afford them a secure reception. Petus was ac- 
cordingly believed, and had authority ^ven him of ddng 
what he should think proper in the case ; so he set about it 
without delay, and fell upon Commagene before Antiochus 
and his people had the least expectation of his coming. He 
had with hun the tenth legion, as also some cohorts, and 
troops of horsemen. These Kings also came to his assistance ; 
Arialobulus, king of the country called Chalcidene^ and So- 
hemus, who was called King ofEmesa, Nor was theie any 
opposition made to his forces when they entered the king- 

bjrSt. Luke, zxiv. 17t Me Re]aiid*t PalestiDa, lib. iL page 429* and under tbe 
name Ammaus also. But he justly thioks that that in St. Luke may well be 
the same with this Ammaus before us, especially since the Greek copies here 
ttiually make it 60 furlongs distant from Jerusalan, as does St. Luke, though 
the Latin copies say only 30. The place also lAotted for these 800 soldiers, as 
for a BiNnan garrison, in this ph&oe, would most naturally be not so remote from 
Jerusaleip as was the other Emmaus or Nicopolis. 
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dbm ; for no one of that country nould so muoh as lift up 
hiB band against them. When Antiochus heard this unex- 
{KCted news, he could not think in the least of makug war 
jnith the Romans, but determined to leave his whole kingdom 
in the state wherein it now was, and to retire privately, with 
his wife and children, as thinking thereby to demonstrate 
himself to the Romans to be innocent as to the accusation 
iaid against him. So he went away from that city as far 
as a hundred and twenty furlongs, mto a plain, and there 
pitched his tents. 

2. Petus then sent some of his men to sdze upon Samo- 
sata, and by their means took possession of that city, while 
he went himself to attack Antiochus, with the rest of his army. 
However, the king was not prevailed upon by the distress 
he' was in, to do any thing in the way of war against the Ro- 
mans, but bemoaned his own hard fate, and endured with 
patience what he was not able to prevent But his sons, who 
were young, and unexperienced in war, but of strong bodies, 
were not easily induced to bear this calamity without fight- 
ing. Epiphanes, therefore, and Callinicus, betook them- 
selves to military foix;e ; and as the battle was a sore one, and 
lasted all the day long, they shewed thrir own valour in a 
remarkable manner, and nothing but the approach of night 
put a period thereto, and that without any diminution of 
their forces ; yet would not Antiochus, upon this concluoon 
of the fight, continue there by any means, but took his wife 
and his daughters, and fled away with them to Cilicia, and 
by so doing quite discouraged the minds of his own soldiers. 
Accordingly they revolted and went over to the Romans, 
'Out of the despair they were ip of his keeping the kingdom ; 
and his case was looked upon by all as quite desperate. It 
was therefore necessary that Epiphafneand his^ soldiers should 
get clear of their enmies, before they became entirely des- 
titute of any confederates ; nor were tnere any more than ten 
horsemen with him, who passed with him over Euphrates, 
whence they went undisturbed to Vologeses, the king of 
Parthia, where they were not disregarded as fugitives, but 
had the same respect paid them as if they had retained their 
ancient prosperity. 

8. Now when Antiochus was come to Tawu^, 4n Cilicia, 
Petps ordered a centurion to go to him, and send him in 
bonds to Rome. However, Vespasian could not endure to 
have a king brought to him in that manner, but thought it 
fit rather to have a regard to the ancient friendship that had 
been between them, than to preserve an inexorable anger 
upon pretence of this war. Accordingly he gave orders that 
they should take off his bonds, while he was still upon the 

VOL. IV. , 8 
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road, and that he should not come to Rome, but should nd^ 
go and live''at Lacedemon ; he also gave him large revenues, 
that he might live, not only in plenty, but like a king alse. 
When Epiphanes, who before was in great fear for his father, 
was informed of this, their minds were freed from that great 
and almost incurable concern they had been under. He also 
hoped that Caesar would be reconciled to them, upon the in* 
tercession of Vologeses; for although he lived in plenty, he 
knew not how to bear living out of the Roman empire. So 
Caesar gave him leave, after an obliging manner, and he came 
to Rome ; and as his father came quick Iv to him from Lace- 
demon, he had all sorts of respect paid him there, and there 
he, remained. 

4. Now there was a nation of the Alans, which we have 
formerly mentioned * somewhere as being Scythians, and hi« 
habiting at the Lake M eotis. This nation, about this time, 
laid a design of falling upon Media and the parts beyond it, 
in order to plunder them ; with which intention they treated 
with the king of Hyrcania ; for he was master of that passage 
which King Alexander [the Great] shut up with iron gate& 
This king gave them leave to come througn them ; so they 
came in great multitudes, and fell upon the M edes unex- 
pectedly, and plundered their country, which they found full 
of people, and replenished with abundance of cattle, while 
nobody durst make any resistance against them ; for Pacorus, 
the king of the country, had fled away for fear into places 
where Uiey could not easily come at him, and had yielded 
up every thing he had to them, and had only saved his wife 
and his concubines from them, and that with difiiculty also, 
after they had been made captives, by giving them a hun- 
dred talents for their ransom. These A^ns therefore plun- 
dered the country with^t opposition, and with great ease, 
and proceeded as far as Annenia, UJring all waste before 
them. Now Tiridates was king of that country, who met 
them, and fought them, but had like to have been taken alive 
in the battle ; for a certain man threw a net over him from 
a great distance, and had soon drawn him to him, unless he 
had immediately cut the cord with his sword, and ran away, 
and prevented it. So the Alans being still more provoked 
by this fight, kid waste the country, and drove a great mul- 
titude of the men, and a great quantity of the other prey 
they had gotten out of both kingdoms, along with them, and 
then retreated back to their own country. 

* This is now wandDg. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Concerning Masada^ and those Sicarii who kept it; and how 
^.Silva betook himself to form the Siege of that Citadel 
Eleazar's Speeches to the besieged, 

§ 1. When Bassus was dead in Judea, Flavius Silva suc- 
ceeded him as procurator there ; who, when he saw that all 
the rest of the country was subdued in this war, and that 
there was but one only stronghold that was still in rebellion, 
he got all his army together that lay in different places, and 
made an expedition against it. This fortress was called Ma- 
sada. It was one Eleaasar, a potent man, an$l the commander 
of these Sicarii, that had seized upon it. He was a descendant 
from that Judas who had persuaded abundance of the Jews, 
as we have formerly related, not to submit to the taxation 
when Cyrenius was sent into Judea to make one ; for then it 
was that the Sicarii got together against those that were will- 
ing to submit to the Romans, and treated them in all respects 
as if they had been their enemies, both by plundering them 
of what they had, by driving away their cattle, and by setting 
fire to their houses ; for they said that they difFered not at 
all from foreigners, by betraymg in so cowardly a manner that 
freedom which Jews thought worthy to be contended for to 
the utmost, and by owning that they preferred slavery un- 
der the Romans before such a contention. Nojnr this was in 
reality no better than a pretence, and a cloak for the barba^ 
rity which was made use of by them, and to colour over their 
own avarice, which they afterward made evident by their own 
actions ; for those that were partners with them m their re- 
bellion joined also with them in the war against the Ro- 
mans, and went farther lengths with them in their impudent 
undertakings against them ; and when they were again con- 
victed of dissembling in such their pretences, they still more 
abused those that justly reproached tiiem for their wickedness. 
And indeed that was a time most fertile in all manner of 
wicked practices, insomuch that no kind of evil deeds were 
then left undone ; nor could any one so much as devise any 
bad thing that was new, so deeply were they all infected, and 
strove with one another in their single capadty, and in their 
communities, who should run the greatest lengths in impiety 
towards God and in ui^st actions towards their neighbours ; 
the men of power oppressing the multitude, and the multi- 
tude earnestly labouring to destroy the men of power. The 
one part were desirous of tjTtannising over others, and the rest 
of offering violence to others, and of plundering such as were 
richer than themselves. They were the Sicarii who first be- 

sS 
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gan these transgressions, aild first became barbarous towards 
those alHed to them, and left no words of reproach unsaid, 
and no works of perdition untried, in order to destroy those 
whom their contrivances affected. Yet did John demon- 
strate by his actions, that these Sicarii were more itioderate 
than he was himself ; for he not only slew all such as gave 
bim good counsel to do what was right, but treated them 
worst of aU, as the most bitter enemies that he had among all 
the citizens ; nay, he filled his entire country with ten thou- 
sand instances of wickedness, such as a man who was already 
hardened sufficiently in his impiety towards God woul^ na- 
turally do ; for the food was unlawful that was set upon his 
table, and he rejected those purifications that the law of hie 
country had ordained : so that it was no longer a wonder if 
he, who was so mad in his impiety towards God, did not ob- 
serve any rules of* gentleness and common affection towards 
men. Again, therefore, what mischief was there which Si- 
mon the son of Gioras did not do ? or what kind of abuses 
did he abstain from as to those very freemen who had set 
him up for a tyrant ? What friendship or kindred we^e there 
that did not make him more Ibold in his daily murders ? for 
they looked upon the doing of mischief to strangers only, $b 
a work beneatn their courage ; but thought that their barba^ 
rity towards their nearest relations would be a glorious de- 
monstration thereof. The Idumeans also strove with these 
men, which should be guilty of the greatest madness ; for 
they [all]) vile wretches as they were, cut the throats of the 
b]|^n-priests, that so no part of a religious regard to God 
might be preserved; they thence proceeded to destroy utterly 
the least remains of a political government, and introduced 
the most complete scene of iniquity in all instances that were 
practicable; under which scene that sort of people tliat 
were called zealots grew up, and who indeed corresponded 
to theii; name ; for they imitated every wicked work ; nor if 
their memory suggested any evil thing that had formerly 
been done, did they avoid zealously to pursue the same ; and 
although they gave themselves that name from tbeir zeal for 
what was good, yet did it agree to them only by wjjiy c( 
irony, on account of those they had unjustly treated by their 
wilcf and brutish disposition, or as thinking the greatest misr 
chiefs to be the greatest good. Accordingly they all met 
with such ends as God deservedly bnpght vpon them in way 
of punishment ; for all such miseries have been sent upoB 
them as man^s nature is capable of undergoing, till the utmost 
period of their lives, and till death cawe upcMi them in various 
ways of torment ; y^t might one say j^uslJy, that they suffer^ 
leas than they had don^, because it was iif po^^le they could 
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be punisAied according to their deserving. But to make a 
lamentation according to the deserts of those who fell under 
these men^s barbarity, this is not a proper place for it. I 
therefore now return again to the remaining part of the pre- 
sent narration. 

2.' For now it was that the Roman general came, and led 
his army against Eleazar and those Sicarii who held the for- 
tress Masada together with him ; and for the whole country 
adjoining, he presently gained it, and put garrisons into the 
most proper places of it : he also built a wall quite round the 
entire fortress, that none of the besieged might easily escape; 
he also set his men to guard the several parts of it : he also 
pitched his camp in such an agreeable place as he tiad chosen 
for the siege, and at which place the rock belouj^ing to the • 
fortress did make the nearest approach to the neighbouring 
mountain, which yet was a place of difficulty for getting 
plenty of provisions ; for it was not only food that was to be 
brought from a great distance [to the army], and this with a 
great deal of pain to those Jews who were appointed for that 
purpose, but water was also to be brought to the camp, be^* 
cause the place aflbrded no fountain that was near it. When 
therefore Silva had ordered these affiurs beforehand, he fell to 
besieging the place ; which siege was likely to stand in need 
of a great deal of skill and pains, by reason of the strength 
of the fortress, the nature of which I will now describe. 

3. There was a rock, not small in drcumference, and very 
high. It was encompassed with valleys of 8uch vast depth 
downward, that the eye could not reach their bottoms ; they 
were abrupt, and such as no animal could walk upon, ex- 
cepting at two places of the rock, where it subsides, in order 
to afford a passi^ for ascent, though not without difficulty. 
Now, of the ways that lead to it, one is that from the Lake 
Asphattitis, towards the sunrising, and another on the west 
where the ascent is easier ; the one of these ways is called Ike 
Serpent, as resembihig that animal in its narrowness and its 
perpetual windings ; for it is broken off at the prominent 

Erecipices of the rock, and returns frequently into itself, and 
ingtnening again by little and little, hath much ado to pro- 
ceed forward ; and he that would walk along it must first 
go on one leg, and theh on the other; there ,is also nothing 
but destruction in case your feet slip ; for on each side there 
is a vastly deep chasm and precipice, sufficii^t to quell the 
courage of every body by the terror it infuses into the mind. 
When, therefore, a man hath gone along this way for thirty 
furlongs, the rest is the top of the hill, not ending at a small 
point, but is no other than a plain upon the highest part of 
the mountain. Upon this top of the hill, Jonathan the high- . 
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priest first of all built a fortress, and called it Masada ; after 
which the rebuilding of this place employed the care of king 
Herod to a great degree : he also built a wall, round about « 
the entire top of the hill, seven furlongs long ; it was conb* 
posed of white stone ; its height was twelve, and its breadth 
eight cubits ; there were also erected upon that wall thicty- 
eight towers, each of them fifty cubits nigh ; out of which 
you might pass into lesser edifices, which were bvult on the 
inside round the entire wall ; for the king reserved the top of 
the hill, which was of a fat soil and better mould than any 
valley for agriculture, that such as committed themselves to 
this fortress for their preservation might not even there be 
quite destitute of food!, in case they should ever be in want of 
it from abroad. Moreover, he built a palace therein at the 
western ascent ; it was within and beneath the walls of the 
citadel, but inclined to its north side. Now the wall of this 
palace was very high and strong, and had at its four comers 
towers sixty cubits high. The furniture also of the edifices, 
and of the cloisters, and of the baths, was of great variety 
and very costly ; and these buildings were supported by pil- 
lars of single stones on every side ; the walls also, and the 
floors of the edifices, were paved with stones bf several colours. 
He also had cut many and great pits, as reservoirs for water, 
out of the rocks, at every one of the places that were inha- 
bited, both above and round about the palace, and before the 
wall ; and by this contrivance he endeavoured to have water 
for several uses, as if there had been fountains there. Here 
was also a road digged from the palace, and leading to the 
very top of the mountain, which yet could not be seen by 
such as were without [the walls] ; nor indeed could enemies 
easily make use of the plain roads ; for the road on the east 
side, as we have already taken notice, could not be walked 
upon by reason of ijts nature ; and for the western road he 
built a large tower at its narrowest place, at no less a distance 
from the top of the hill than a thousand cubits ; which tower 
could not possibly be passed by, nor could it be easily taken ; 
nor indeea could those that walked alon^ it without any fear, 
such was its contrivance, easily get to the end of it. And 
after such a manner was this citadel fortified both by nature 
and by the hands of men, in order to frustrate the attacks of 
enemies. 

4. As for the furniture that was within this fortress, it was 
still more wonderful on account of its splendour and long 
continuance; for here was laid up corn in large quantities, 
and such as would subsist men for a long time ; here was also 
wine and oil in abundance, with all kinds of pulse and dates 
^heaped up together : all which Kledzar found there, when 
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he and his Sicarii got pofiseasbn of the fortress by treachery. 
These fruits were also fresh and full ripe, and no way infe- 
rior to such fruits newly had in, although they were little 
short of a hundred years* from the laying in these provi- 
sioiis [by Herod] till the place was taken by the Romans ; 
luty, indeed, when the Romans got possesion of those fruits 
that were left, they found them not corrupted all that while ; 
nor should we be mistaken if we supposed that the air was 
here the cause of their enduring so long, this fortress being 
so high, and so free from the mixture of all terrene and 
muddy particles of matter. There was also found here a 
large quantity of all sorts of weapons of war, which had been 
treasured up by that king,«aiid were sufficient for ten thou- 
sand men ; there was cast iron, and brass, and tin : which 
shew that he had taken much pains to have all things here 
ready for the greatest occasions ; for the report goes, how 
Herod thus prepared this fortress on his own account, as a 
refu^ a^nst two kinds of danger ; the one for fear of th^ 
multitude of the Jews, lest they should depose him, and re- 
store their former kings to the government ; the other danger 
was greater and more terrible^ which arose from Cleopatra, 
queen of Egypt, who did not conceal her intentions, but 
spake often to Antony, and desired him to cut off Herod, 
and entreated him to bestow the kingdom of Judea upon 
her. And certainly it is a great wonder that Antony did 
never comply with her commands in this point, as he was so 
miserably enslaved to his passion for her ; nor should any 
one have been surprised if she had been gratified in such her 
request So the fear of these dangers made Herod rebuild 
Masada, and thereby leave it for the finishing stroke of the 
Romans in this Jewish war. 

5. Since, therefore, the Roman commander Silva had now 
built a wall on the outside round about this whole place, as 
we have said already, and had thereby made a most accurate 

Erovision to prevent any one of the besieged running away, 
e undertook the siege itself, though he found but one syigle 
place that would admit of the banks he was to raise ; for be- 
nind that tower which secured the road that led to the palace, 
and to the top of the hill from the west, there was a certain 
eminency of the rock, very broad and very prominent, but 
three hundred cubits beneath the highest part of Masada; it 
was called tfie white pnmumtory. Accordingly he got upon 
that part of the rock, and ordered the army to bring earth ; 
and when they fell to that work with alacrity, and abundance 

* Pliny and others confinn this itnoge pandox, that prtvisioiif laid up 
•gaiDflt sieges will continue good • hondined years, as Spanheim notes upon 
this place. 
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of them together, tbe batik was raised; and became solid^ for 
ttro hufidred cubits in height. Yet was not this bank thought 
suffieiently high for the use of tb# engine^ tha« were to be set 
wpcm it ; bi>t still another elevated work of great stones com- 
pacted together, was raised upon that bank ; this was fifty 
eubits both in breadth and height. The other nmchines that 
were now got ready were like to those that l>ad been first 
devised by Vespasian, and afterwards by Titus, for sieges. 
There was also a tower made of the height of sixty cubits, 
ancf all over plated with iron, out of which the Romans 
threw darts and stones from the engines, and soon made those 
that fought from the walls of the place to retire, and would 
not let them lift up their heftd#above the works. At the 
same time Siiva ordered that great battering ram which he 
had made to be brought thither, and to be set against the 
wall, and to make frequent batteries against it, which with 
some difficulty broke down a part of the wall, and quite over- 
threw it. However, the Sicarii made haste, and presently 
built another wall within that, which should not be liable to 
the same misfortune from the machines with the other ; it 
was made soft and yielding, astd so -was capable of avoiding 
the terrible blows that affected the other. It was framed 
after the following manner:— They laid together great beams 
of wood lengthways, one close to the end of another, and 
the same way in which they were cut ; there were two of 
these rows parallel to one another, and laid at such a distance 
from each other as the breadth of the wall required, and 
earth was put into the space between those rows. Now, that 
the earth might not fall away upon the elevation of this bank 
to a greater height, they farther laid other beams over cross 
them, and thereby bouna those beams together that lay length* 
ways. This work of theirs was like a real edifice ; and wiien 
the machines were applied, the blows were weakened by its 
yielding; and as the materials by such concussion were shaken 
closer together, the pile by that means became firmer than 
bef<yre. When Silva saw this, he thought it best to endea^ 
TOur the taking of this wall by setting fire to it ; so he gave 
order that the soldiers should throw a ^eat number of burn- 
ing torches upon it : accordingly, as it was chiefly made of 
wood, it soon took fire ; and when it was once set on fire, its 
hoUowness made that fire spread to a mighty flame. Now 
at the very beginning of tnis fire, a 'north wind that then 
blew, proved terrible to the Romans ; for by bringing the 
flame downward, it drove it upon them, and they were aU 
most in despair of success, as fearing their machines would 
be burnt ; but after this, on a sudden the wind changed into 
the south, as if it were done by Divine Providence, and blew 
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strongly the eontrary way, and canied. the flame, anddrtyire 
k against the wall^ which was now on fire thrangfa its entire 
thickness. So the Romans, having now assistance from 6od^ 
returned to their camp with joy, and resolved to attack their 
enemies the very next day ; on which occasion they sot their 
watch more carefully that night, lest any of the Jews should 
run away fram them y^iihout beii% discovered. 

6. However, neither did Eleazar once think of flying away, 
nor would he permit any one else to do so ; but when he saw 
their wall burned down by the fire, and could devise no other 
way of escaping, or room for their farther courage, and set- 
ting before their eyes what the Romans would do to them, 
their children, ana their wives, if they got them inta their 
power, he consulted about having them all slain. Now, as he 
judged this to be the best thing they could do in their present 
circumstances, he gathered the most courageous of his. com- 
panions together, and encouraged them to take that course 
by a speech * which he made to them in the manner follow- 
ing : — ^ Since we long ago, my generous friends, resolved 
never to be servants to the Romans, nor to any other than to 
God himself, who alone is the true and just Lord of man- 
kind, the time is now come that obliges us to make that re- 
solution true in practice. And let us not at this time bring 
a reproach upon ourselves for self-contradiction, while we 
formerly would not undergo slavery, though it were then 
without danger, but must now, together with slavery, choose 
such punishments also as are intolerable ; I mean this upon 
the supposition that the Romans once reduce us under their 
power while we are alive. We were the very first that re- 
volted from them, and we are the last that fight against them; 
and I cannot but esteem it as a favour that God hath granted 
us, that it is still in our power to die bravely, and in a state 
of freedom, which hath not been the case of others, who 
were conquered unexpectedly. It is very plain that we shall 
be taken within a day'*s time ; but it is still an tligible thing 
to die after a glorious manner, together with our dearest 
friends. This is what our enemies themselves cannot by 
any means hinder, although they be very desirous to take us 
alive ; nor can we propose to ourselves any more to fight 

* The speeches in this and the next section, as introduced under the person of 
this Eleasar, are exceeding remarkable, and on the noblest subjects — the con- 
tempt of death, and the dignity and immortality of the soul ; and that not only 
Among the Jews, but among the Indians themselves also; and ue hjlf^hly wor* 
thy the perusal of all the curious. It seems as if that philosophic lady who 
sunrived, chap. is. sect 1, 2, remembered the substance of these disooarses, as 
spoken tnr Eleazar; and so Josephus clothed them in bis own words; at the 
lowest, they contain the Jewish notions ou these heads, as understood then by 
•ur Josephus, and cannot bat deserve a suitable regard ftom us. 
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them and beat them. It had been proper indeed fiM* us to 
have conjectured at the purpose of God much sooner, and 
at the very first, when we were so desirous of defending our 
liberty, and when we received such sore treatment from one 
another, and worse treatment from our enemies; and to 
have been sensible that the same Grod who had of old taken 
the Jewish nation into his favour, had jiow condemned them 
to destruction ; for had he either continued favourable, or 
been but in a lesser degree* displeased with us, he had not 
overlooked the destruction of so many men, or delivered his 
most holy city to be burnt and demolished by our enemies. 
To be sure, we weakly hoped to have preserved ourselves, 
and ourselves alone, still in a state of freedom, as if we had 
been guilty of no nns ourselves against Grod, nor been part, 
ners with those of others ; we also taught other men to pre- 
serve their liberty. Wherefore, consider how God hath con- 
vinced us that our hopes were in vain, by bringing such dis- 
tress upon us in the desperate state we are now in, and which 
is beyond all our expectations ; for the nature of this fortress, 
which was in itself unconquerable, hath not proved a means 
of our deliverance ; and even while we have still great abun- 
dance of food, and a great quantity of arms and other neces- 
saries more than we want, we are openly deprived by Grod 
himself of all hope of deliverance ; for that fire which was 
driven upon our enemies did not, of its own accord, turn 
back upon the wall which we had built : this was the effect 
of God'^s anger against us for our manifold sins, which we 
have been guilty of in a most insolent and extravagant man- 
ner with regard to our own countrymen ; the punishments of 
which let us not receive from the Romans, but from Grod 
himself, as executed by our own hands ; for these will be 
more moderate than the other. Let our wives die before 
they are abused, and our children before they have tasted of 
slavery ; and after we have slain them, let us bestow that 
glorious beoifit upon one another mutually, and preserve • 
ourselves in freedom as an excellent funeral monument for 
us. But first let us destroy our mone^ and the fortress by 
fire ; for I am well assured that this will be a great grief to 
the Romans, that they shall not be able to seize upon our 
bodies, and shall fail of our wealth also ; and let us spare 
nothing but our provisions ; for they will be a testimonial, 
when we are dead, that we were not subdued for want of 
necessaries, but that, accordingto our original resolution, we 
have preferred death before slavery.*** 

7. This was Eleazar's speech to them. Yet did not the 
opinions of all the auditors acquiesce therein ; but although 
some of them were very zealous to put his advice in practice^ 
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and were in a manner filled with pleasure at it, and thought 
death to be a good thing, yet had those that were most dfe- 
miuate a commiseratioii £>r their wives and families ; and 
when these men were especially moved by the prospect of 
their own certain death, they looked wistfully at one another, 
and by the tears that were in their eyes declared th&r dissent 
from his opinion. When Eleazar saw these people in such 
fear, and tliat their souls were dejected at so prodi^ous a 
proposal, he was afraid lest perhaps these effeminate persons 
should by their lamentations and t({ars enfeeble those that 
heard what he had said courageously ; so he did not leave off 
exhorting them, but stirred up himself ; and reooUectmg pro- 
per argutnents for raising their courage, he undertook to speak 
more briskly and fully to them, ancf that concerning the im- 
mortality of the soul. So he made a lamentable groan, and 
fixing his eyes intently on those that wept, he spake thus : 
^* Truly I was greatly mistaken, when I thought to be assist- 
ing to brave men who struggled hard for their liberty, and to 
such as were resolved either to Uve with honour, or else to 
die ; but I find that you are such people as are no better than 
others, either in virtue or in courage, and are afraid of dying, 
though you be delivered thereby from the greatest tniseriesy 
while you ought to make no delay in this matter, nor to await 
any one to five you good advice ; for the laws of our country, 
and of God himself have from ancient times, and as soon as 
ever we could use our reason, continually taught us, and our 
forefathers have corroborated the same doctnne by their ac- 
tions and by their bravery of mind, that it is lite that is a 
calamity to men, and not death ; for this last affords our souls 
their lioerty, and sends them by a removal into their own 
place of purity, where they are to be insensible of all sorts 
of misery ; for while souls are tied down to a mortal body, 
they are partakers of its miseries ; and really, to speak the 
truth, they are themselves dead ; for the union of what is di- 
vine to what is mortal is disagreeable. It is true, the power 
of the soul is great, even when it is imprisoned in a mortal 
body ; for by movinj; it after a way that is invisible, it makes 
the Dody a sensible instrument, and causes it to advance far- 
ther in its actions than mortal nature could otherwise do. 
However, when it is freed from that weight which draws it 
down to the earth and is connected with it, it obtains its own 
proper place, and does then become a partakeijj^ that blessed 

Eower and those abilities which are then every way incapa- 
Ic of being hindered in their operations. It continues in- 
visible indeed to the eyes of men, as does God himself; for 
certainly it is not itself seen while it is in the body, for it is 
there alter an invisible manner ; and when it is freed from it 
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it is still not seen. It is this soul which hath one nature, and 
that an incorruptible one also ; but yet is it the cause of the 
change that is made in the body ; for whatsoever it he which 
the soul touches, that lives and flourishes, and from whatso- 
ever it is removed, that withers away and dies ; such a degree 
is there in it of immortality. Let me produce the state of 
sleep as a most evident demonstration of the truth of what I 
say ; wherein souls, when the body does not distract theln, 
have the sweetest rest depending on themselves, and convers- 
ing with God, by their alliance to him ; they then go every- 
where, and foretell many futurities beforehand. And why 
are we afraid of death, while we are pleased with the.rest that 
we have in sleep ? And how absurd a thing is it to pursue 
after liberty while we are alive, and vet to envy it to ourselves 
where it will be eternal? We, therefore, who have, been 
brought up in a discipline of our own, ought to become op 
example to others of our readiness to die. Yet, if we do 
stand in need of foreigners to support us in this matter, let 
us regard those Indians who profess the exercise of philo- 
sophy ; for these good men do but unwillingly undergo the 
time of life, and look upon it as a necessary servitude, and 
make ha%te to let their souls loose from their bodies : nay, 
when no misfortune presses them to it, nor drivte them 
upon it, these have such a deisire of a life of immortality that 
they tell other men beforehand that they are about to depart ; 
and nobody hinders them, but every one thinks them happy 
men, and gives them letters to be carried to their familiar 
friends [that are dead] ; so firmly and certainly do they be- 
lieve that souls converse with one another \\n the other 
world.] So when these men have heard all such commands 
that were to be given them, they deliver their body to the 
iire ; and, in order to their getting their soul a separation 
from the body in the greatest purity, they die in the midst of 
hymns of commendations made to them ; for their dearesft 
friends conduct them to their death more readily than do aay 
of the rest of mankind conduct their fellow-cittzens when 
they are going a very long journey, who at the same time 
weep on their own account, but look upon the others as 
happy persons, as so soon to be made partakers of the im- 
mortal order of beings. Are not we therefore ashamed to 
have lower notions than the Indians ? and by our own cow- 
ardice to lay # base reproach upon the laws of our coun- 
try, which are so much desired and imitated by all mankind ? 
But put the case that we had been brought up under another 
persuasion, and taught that life is the greatest good which 
men are capable of, and that death is a calamity ; however, 
the circumstances we are now in ought to be an inducement 
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to ua to bear such a calamity oourageously, siiioe it is by the 
will of Grod and by neceswty that we are to die ; for it now 
appears that God hath made apch a decree against the whole 
Jewish nation, that we are to be deprived of this life which 
[he knew] we would not make a due use of. For do not you 
ascribe the occasion of your present condition to yourselves, 
nor think the Romans are the true occasion that this war we 
have had with them is become so destructive to us all : these 
things have not come to pass by their power, but a more 
powerful cause hath intervened, and made us afford them an 
occasion of their appearing to be conquerors over us. What 
Roman weapons, I pray you, were those by which the Jews 
of Csesarea were slain ? On the contrary, when they were no 
way disposed to rebel, but were all the while keeping their 
seventh^ay festival, and did not so much as lift up their hands 
against the citizens of Csesarea, yet did those citizens run upon 
them in great crowds, and cut their throats, and the throats 
of their wives and children, and this without any regard to 
the Romans themselves, who never took us for their enemies 
till we revolted from them. But some may be ready to say, 
that truly the people of Csesarea had always a quarrel against 
those that lived among them, and that, when an opportunity 
offered itself, they only satisfied the old rancour they had 
against them. 'What then shall we say to thoee of Scytho. 
polis, who ventured to wage war with us on account of the 
Greeks ? Nor did they do it by way of revenge upon the 
Romans, when they acted in concert with our countrymen. 
Wherefore you see how little our good will and fidelity to 
them profited us, while they were slain, they and their whole 
families, after the most inhuman manner ; which was all the 
requital that was made them for the assistance they had af- 
fonled the others : for that very same destruction which they 
had prevented from falling upon the others did they suffer 
themselves from them, as if they had been ready to be tbe 
actors a^nst them. It would be too long for me to speak 
at this time of every destruction brought upon us ; for you 
cannot but know, that there was not any one Syrian city 
whicfi did not slay their Jewish inhabitants, and were not 
more bitter enemies to us than were the Romans themselves : 
nay, even those of Damascus * when they were able to allege 
no tolerable pretence against us, filled their city with the 
most barbarous slaughters of our people, and cut the thrdatt 
of dghteen thousand Jews, with their wives and children. 
And as to the multitude of those that were slain in Egypt, 
and that with torments also, we have been informed they 

* See B. ii. ch. XX. sect. 2, wliere the numb^ of die thin is but 1 0,000* 
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were more than sixty thousand ; those indeed being in a fo- 
rdgn country, and so naturally meeting with nothing to op- 
pose against their enemies, were killed in the manner fore- 
mentioned. As for all those of us who have waged war against 
the Romans in our own country, had we not sufficient rea- 
aon to have sure hopes of victory ? For we had arms, and 
walls, and fortresses so prepared as not to be easily taken, 
and coun^ not to be moved by any dangers in the cause of 
liberty, which encouraged us all to revolt from the Romans. 
But then these advantages sufficed us but fOr a short time, 
and only raised our hopes, while they really appeared to be 
the ori^ of our miseries ; for all we had hatn been taken 
irom us, and all hath fallen under our enemies, as if these 
advantages were only to render their victory over us the more 

florious, and were not disposed for the preservation of those 
y whom these preparations were made. And as for those 
that are already dead in the war, it is reasonable we should 
esteem them blessed, for they are dead in defending, and not 
in betraying their liberty ; but as to the multitude of those 
that are now under the Romans, who would not pity their 
condition ? and who would not make haste to die, oefore he 
would suffer the same miseries with them ? Some of them 
have been put upon the rack and tortured with fire and whip- 

E'ngs, and so died.* Some have been half devoured by wild 
asts, and yet have been reserved alive to be devoured by 
them a second time, in order to afford laughter and sport to 
our enemies ; and such of those as are alive still are to be 
looked on as the most miserable, who being so desirous of 
death could not come at it. And where is now that great 
eity, the metropolis of the Jewish nation ? ni^hich was forti- 
fied by so many walls round about, which had so -many for- 
tresses and large towers to defend it, which could hardly con- 
tain the instruments prepared for the war, and which had so 
many t^ thousands of men to fight for it P Where is this ci- 
ty that was believed to have Godhimself inhabiting therein ? 
R is now demolished to the very foundations, and hath no- 
thing but that monument of it preserved, I mean the capp of 
those that have destroyed it, which still dwells upon its rums ; 
some unfortunate old men also lie upon the ashes of the tem- 

J>le, and a few women are there preserved alive by the enemy_ 
or our bitter shame and reproach. Now, who is there that 
revolves these things in his mind, and yet is able to bear the 
sight of the sun, though he might live out of danger ? Who 
is there so much his country^s enemy, or so unmanly, and so 
desirous of living, as not to repent that he is still alive ? And 
I cannot but wisn that we had all died, before we had seen 
that holy city demolished by the hands of our enemies, or the 
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foundations of our holy temple dug up after so profane a 
manner. But since we nad a generous hope that deluded us, 
as if we might perhaps have been able to ayenge ourselves 
on our enemies on that account, though- it be now become 
vanity, and hath left us alone in this distress, let us make 
haste to die bravely. Let us pity ourselves, our children, 
and our wives, while it is in our own power to shew pity to 
them ; for we* were bom to die, as weil as those were whom 
we have begotten ; nor is it in the power of the most happy 
of our race to avoid it. But. for abuses and slavery, and tlie 
sight of our wives led away after an ignominious manner, 
with their children, these are not such evils as are natural 
and necessary amon^ men ; although such as do not prefer 
death before those miseries, when it is in their power so to do, 
must underm even them on account of their own cowardice. 
We revolted from the Romans with great pretensions to cou- 
rage, and when, at the very last, they invited us to preserve 
ourselves, we would not comply with them. Who will not, 
therefore, believe that they will certiunly be in a rage at us, 
in case they can take us alive ? Miserable will then be the 
young men, who will be strong enough in their bodies to sus- 
tiun many torments; miserable also wm be those of elder years, 
who will not be able to bear those calamities which young 
men might sustain. One man will be obliged to hear the 
voice of his son imploring help of his father, when his hands 
are bound. But certainnr our hands are still at liberty, and 
have a sword in them ; let them then be subservient to us 
in our glorious design ; let us die before we become slaves 
under our enemies, and let us go out of the world, together 
with our children and our wives, in a state of freedom. This 
it is that our laws command us to do ; this it is that our wives 
and children crave at our hands ; nay, God himself hath 
brought this necessity upon us ; while the Romans desire the 
contrary, and are afnudf lest any of us should die before we 
are taken. Let us therefore make haste, and instead of af- 
fording them so much pleasure as they hope for in getting 
us un&r their power, let us leave them an example which 
shall at once cause their astonishment at our death, and their 
admiration of our hardiness therein.^ 

* Rebnd here aeti down • parallel ^»barim of (me of the Jewiih Babhint» 
■* We are bom that we maj die, and die that we may life.** 
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CHAP. IX. 

How the People that were in the Fortress were prevailed on hj, 
the words of EUazar^ Two Women and Five Children only 
excepted, and all submitted to be killed by one another. 

§ 1. Now 4t8 Eleazar was proceeding on in this exhortation, 
jihey all cut him off* «hort, and made baste to do the work, as 
full of an unconquerable ardour of miod, and moved with a 
demoniacal fury. So they went their ways, as one still en- 
deavouring to be before another, and as thinking that this 
fsagerness would be a demonstration of their courage and 
good conduct, if they could avoid appearing in the last class ; 
so great was the zeal they were in to slay their wives and 
children, and themselves also. Nor indeed, when they came 
tp the work itself, did their courage fiul them, as one might 
imagine it would have done, but they then held fast the same 
resolution without wavering which they had upon the hear- 
ing of £leazar''s speech, while yet every one of them still 
retained the natural passion of love to themselves and their 
families, because the reasoning they went upon appeared to 
them to be very just, even with regard to those that were 
dearest to them ; for the husbands tenderly embraced their 
wives, and took their children into their arms, and gave the 
longest parting kisses to them, with tears in their eyes. Yet 
at the same time did they complete what they had resolved 
op, as if they had been executed by the hands of strangers ; 
imd they bad nothing else for their comfort, but the necessity 
they were in of doin^ this execution, to Avoi<^ that prospect 
they had of th^ miseries they were to suffer from theirenemies. 
Nor was there at length any one of these men found that 
scrupled to act their part in this terrible execution, but every 
one of them dispatched his dearest rdations. Miserable men 
indeed were they ! whose distress forced them to slay their 
Qvn wives and children with their own hands, as the lightest 
ctf those evils that were before tliem. So they, .being not 
able to bear tl>e grief they were under for what they had done 
any longer, ^and esteeming it an injury to those they had slain 
to live even the shortest space of time after them, they pre- 
sently laid all they had upon a heap, and set fire to it. They 
then chose ten men by lot, out of them, to slay all the rest ; 
every one of which laid himself down by his wife and child- 
ren on the ground, and threw his arms about them, and they 
offered their necks to the stroke of those who by lot executed 
that melancholy office ; and when these ten had, without fear, 
slain them all, they made the same rule for casting lots for 
themselves, that he whose lot it was should first kill the 
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other nine, and after all should kill himself. Accordingly all 
these had courage sufScient to be no way behind one another 
in doing or suffering ; &o, for a conclusion, the nine offered 
their necks to the executioner, and he who was the last of all 
took a view of all the other bodies, lest perchance some or 
other among so many that were slain should want his assis- 
tance to be quite dispatched ; and when he perceived that 
they were all slain, he set fire to the palace, and with the 
great ibrce of his hand, ran his sword entirely through him- 
self, and fell down dead near to his own relations. So these 
pecf)le died with this intention, that they would leave not to 
much as one soul among them all alive to be subject to the 
Romans. Yet was there an ancient woman, and another who 
was of kin to Eleazar, and superior to most women in prudence 
and learning, with five children, who had concealed th»n- 
selvcs in caverns under ground, and had carried water thither 
for their drink, and were hidden there when the rest i^iere 
intent upon the slaughter of one another. Those otliers were 
nine hundred and sixty in number, the women and children 
being withal included in that computation. This calamitous 
slaughter was made on the fifteenth day of the month Xan- 
tfaicus [Nisan]. 

S. Now for the Romans, they expected that they should 
be fought in the morning; when accordingly they put on their 
armour, and laid bridges of planks upon their laddera from 
their banks, to make an assault upon the fortress, which they 
did ; but saw nobody as an enemy, but a terrible solitude on 
every side, with a fire within the place, as well as a perfect 
silence. So they were at a loss to guess at what had hap- 

Gmed. At lensth they made a shout, as if it bad been at a 
ow given by the battering-ram, to try whether they could 
bring any one out that was within-; the women heard this 
noise, and came out of their underground cavern, and in- 
formed the Romans what had been done, as it wat done ; and 
the second of them clearly described all both what was said, 
and what was done, and the manner of it; yet did they not 
easily give their attention to such a desperate undertaking, and 
did not believe it could be as they said ; they also attempted 
to put the fire out, and quickly cutting themselves a way 
through it, they came withm the palace, and so met with the 
multitude of the slain, but could take no pleasure in the fact, 
though it wf>re done to their enemies. Nor could they da 
other than wonder at the courage of their resolution, and the 
immovable contempt of death which no great a number of 
them had shewn, wfien they went through with suchan actioa 
as that was. 

VOL. IV. T 
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CHAP. X. 

That many of the Sicarii fied to Alexandria also, and what 
Dangers they were in there; on which Account that Temple y 
which had formerly betfi built by Onias the High-Prieety 
was destroyed, 

§ 1 . When Masada was thus taken, the general left a garrison 
m the fortress to keep it, and he himself went away to Csesa- 
rea ; for there were now no enemies left in the country, but it 
was all overthrown by so long a war. Yet did this war afbrd 
disturbances and dangerous disorders even in places very far 
remote from Judea ; for still it came to pass, that many Jews 
were slain at Alexandria, in Egypt ; for as many of the Sicarii 
as were able to fly thither, out of the seditious wars in Judea, 
were not content to have saved themselves, but must needs be 
undertaking to make new disturbances, and persuaded many 
of those that entertained them to assert their liberty, to esteem 
the Homans to be no better than themselves, and to look 
upon God as their onljr Lord and Master. But when part 
of the Jews of reputation opposed them, they slew some of 
them, and with the others they were very pressmg in their ex- 
hortations to revolt from the Homans ; but when the prindpal 
men of the senate saw what madness they were come to, they 
thought it* no longer safe for themselves to overlook them. So 
they got all the Jews together to an assembly, and accused 
the madness of the Sicarii^ and demonstratedi that they had 
. been the authors of all the evils that had come upon them. 
They said also, that ^^ These men, now they were run away 
from Judea, having no sure hope of escaping, because as soon 
as ever they shall be known, they will be soon destroyed by 
the Romans, they come hither, and fill us full of those cala- 
mities which belong to them, while we have not been par- 
takers with them in any of their sins.^ Accordingly they 
exhorted the multitude to have a care lest they should be 
brought to destruction by their means, and to make their 
apology to the Romans for what had been done, by deliver- 
ing these men up to them ; who, being thus apprised of the 
greatness of the danger they were in, oomfdira with what 
was proposed, and ran with great violence upon the Sicarii, 
and seized upon them ; and indeed six hundred of them were 
caught immediately ; but as to all those that fled into Egypt,* 

« 

* Since Josephui here infcnnt ni, that some of Uieie Sicarii, or ruffianly 
went from Alexandria (which was ittelf in Egypt, in a large sense) into Kgypt 
and Thebes, there situated ; Rehnd well obMires from Vossius, that Egypt 
sometimes denotes Proper or Upper Egypt, as distinct tnm Delta, and the 
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and to the Egyptian Thebes, it was not long ere they wero 
caught also, ana brought back ; whose courage, or whether 
we ought to call it madness or hardiness in their opinions, 
every body was amazed at. For when all sorts of torments 
and vexations of their bodies that could be devised, were 
made use of to them, they could not get any one of them to 
comply so far as to confess, or seem to confess, that Caesar 
was their lord ; but they preserved their own opinion in spite 
of ail the distress they were brought to, as if they received 
those torments, and the fire itself, with bodies insensible of 
pain, and with a soul that in a manner rejoiced under them. 
But what was most of all astonishing to the beholders, was 
the age of the children ; for not one of these children was so 
far overcome by these torments as to name Caesar for their 
lord. So far does the strength of the courage [of the soul j 
prevail over the weakness of the body. 

S. Now Lupus did then govern Alexandria, who presently 
sent Caesar word of this commotion ; who having in suspicioi) 
the restless temper of the Jews for innovation, and being 
afraid lest they should get together again, and persuade some 
others to joip with them, gave orders to Lupus to demolish 
that Jewish temple* which was in the region called Onion^ 
and was in Egypt, which was built, and bad its denomina^ 
tion from the occasion following ; Onias the sop of Simon, 
one of the Jewish high-priests, fled from Antiochus, tbie king 
of Syria, when lie made war with the Jews, and cam^ to 
Alexandria ; and as Ptolemy received him very kindly, on 
account of his hatred to Antiochus, he assured him, that if he 
would comply with his proposal, he would bring all the Jews 
to his assistance ; and when the king agreed to do it, so far 
as he was able, he desired to give him leav^ to build a temple 
somewhere in Egypt, and to worship Grod accordiBg to th^ 
customs of his own country ; for that th^ Jews would then 
be so much readier to fight against Antio^us^ who bad laid 
waste the temple at Jerusalem, and that they would then 
come to him with greater good will, and that, by granting 
them liberty of conscience, very many of them would cpmp 
over to hun. 

lower parts near Palestine. Accordingly, as he adds, those that say it nsvcr 
rains in Kgypt muat mean the Proper or Upper £gypt, becanse it does some- 
times rain in the other parts. See the QOtM on Abtiq. B. ii. cb. vii. sect. 7* An4 
B. iii. ch. i. sect. 0. 

* Of thiH temple built by Onias in Egypt, see the notes on Anti^. "R, siii. 
chap. iii. sect. 1 . But whereas it is elsewhere* both of the War, B. i. chap, h 
sect. 1, and in the Antiquities, as now quoted, said, that this temple was like to 
that at Jerusalem, and here that it was not lik* bI» but li)tt a tower, sect. Zi 
there is some reason to suspect the reading here, and that either ihp n(|[a|UH 
particle is here to be blotted out, or the word entireiy added. 



276 THE JEWISH WAR. BOOK Vll, 

S. So Ptolemy complied with his pro{x>saIs, aiul gave him 
a place* one hundred and eighty furlongs distant from Mem- 
phis. That Nomos was called the Nomos of lleliopoKs^ 
where Onias built a fortress and a temple, not like to that 
at Jeruj^lem, but such as resembled a tower. He built it of 
large stones, to the height of sixty cubits ; he made the struc- 
ture of the altar in imitation of that in our own country, and 
in like manner adorned with gifts, excepting the make of the 
candlestick ; for he did not make a candlestick, but had a 
[single] lamp hammered out of a piece of gold, which illu- 
minated the place with its rays, and which he hung by a chiuh 
of gold ; but the entire temple was encompassed with a wall 
of burnt brick, though it had gates of stone. The king also 
gave him a large country for a revenue in money, that both 
the priests might have a plentiful provision made for them, 
and that God might hare great abundance of what thinffs 
were necessary for his worship. Yet did not Onias do this 
out of a sober disposition, but he had a mind to contend with 
the Jews at Jerusalem, and could not forget the indignation 
he had for being banished thence. Accoi^ingly he thought, 
that by building this temple he should draw away a great 
number from them to himself. There had been also a certain 
ancient prediction made by [a prophet] whose name was 
Isaiah^ about six hundred years before, that this temple 
should be built by a man that was a Jew in Egypt.^f- And 
this is the history of the building of that temple. 

4. And now Lupus, the governor of Alexandria, upon the 
receipt of Caesar^s letter, came to the temple, and carried out 
of it some of the donations dedicated thereto, and shut up the 
temple itself. And as Lupus died a little afterward, Paiilinus 
succeeded him. This mau left none of those donations there, 
and threatened the priests severely if they did not bring them 
all out ; nor did he permit any who were desirous of worship- 
ping God there so much as to come near the whole sacred 
place. But when he had /shut up the gates, he made it entirely 
inacces»ble, in^^omuch that tnere remained no longer the 
least footsteps of any divine worship that had been in that 
place. Now the duration of the time from the building of 
this temple, till it was shut up again, was three hundred and 
forty-three years. 

* We muRt obseire, thiit Josephiu here «peak» of Antiocbas, who proAioed 
Che temple, as uow alive, when Onias had leave given him by Philometer to 
^uild his temple : whereas it seems not to have been actually built till about 
fifteen years afterwards. Yet because it is said in the Antiquities, that Onki 
went to rhilometer, B. zii. chap. ix. sect. 7* during the lifiBtime of that Antio- 
chus, it is probable he petitioned, and perhaps obtained his leave then, though it 
were not actually built or finished till fifteen yeaps aftenraid. 

f Isa. xiz. 18-23. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Concerning "Jonathan^ one of the Sicariiy that stirred up a 
Sedition in Cyrene^ and was a false Accuser [of the Inno- 
cent'\ 

§ 1. And now did the madness of the Sicarii, like a disease, 
reach as far as the cities of Cyrene ; for one Jonathan, a vile 
person, and by trade a weaver, came thither and prevailed 
with no small number of the poorer sort to give ear to him ; 
he also led them into the desert, upon promising them that 
he would shew them signs and apparitions. And as for the 
other Jews of Cyrene, he concealed his knavery from them, 
and put tricks upon them ; but those of the greatest dignity 
among them informed Catullus, the governor of the Lybian 
Pentapolis, of his march into the desert, and of the prepara- 
tions lie had made for it. So he sent out after him both 
horsemen and footmen, and easily overcame them because 
they were unarmed men ; of these, many were slain in the 
fight, but some were taken alive and brought to Catullus. 
As for Jonathan, the head of this plot, he fled away at that 
time ; but upon a great and very diligent search wliich was 
made all the country over for him^ he was at last taken. And 
when he was brought to Catullus, he devised a way whereby 
he both escaped punishment himself, and afforded an occa^ 
fiion to Catullus of doing much mischief; for he falsely ac- 
cused the richest men among the Jews, and baid that they 
bad put him upon what he did. 

£. Now Catullus easily admitted of these his calumnies, 
and aggravated matters greatly, and made tragical exclama- 
tions, that he mieht also ue supposed to have had a hand in 
the finishing of tne Jewish war. But what was still harder, 
he did not only give a too easy belief to his stories, but he 
taught the Sicani to accuse men falsely. He bid this Jona- 
than therefore, to name one Alexander a Jew (with whom 
he had formerly had a auarrel, and openly professed that he 
hated him) ; he also got nim to name his wife Berenice as con- 
cerned with him. These two Catullus ordered to be slain 
in the first place ; nay, after them he caused all the rich and 
wealthy Jews to be slain, being no fewer in all than three 
thousand. This he thought he might do pafely, because he 
confiscated their effects, and added them to CicsarV revenues. 

8. Nay, indeed, lest any Jews that lived elsewhere should 
convict him of this villany, he extended his false accusations 
farther, and persuaded Jonathan, and certain others that were 
caught with nim, to bring an accusation of attempts fur inno. 
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vation against the Jews that were of the best character, both 
fit Alexandria and at Rome. One of these, against whom 
this treacherous accusation was laid. Was Josephus, the writer 
of these books* However, tliifi plot, thus contrived by Ca- 
tullus, did not succeed according to his hopes; for though 
he came himself to Rome, and brought Jonathan and his 
companions along with him in bonds, and thought he should 
have had no farther inquisition made as to those lies that were 
forged under his government, dr by his means \ yet did \es* 
pasian suspect the matter, and make an inquiry how far it 
was true* And when he understood that the accusation lidd 
against the Jews was an unjust one, he cleared them of the 
crimes charged upon them, and this on account of Titus^'a 
concern about) the matter, and brought a deserved punish-^ 
ment upon Jonathan ; for he was first tormented, and then 
burnt alive. 

4. But as to Catullus, tlie emperors were so gentle to him 
that he Underwent no severer condemnaticm at this time ; 
yet was it not long before he fell into a complicated and al- 
most incurable distemper, and died miserably. He was not 
only afflicted in body, out the distemper in his mind was more 
heavy upon him than the other; for he was terribly disturbed, 
and continually cried out, ** that he saw the ghosts of .those 
whom he had slain standing before him.^ Whereupon h« 
was not able to contain himself, but lewed out of his bed^ 
as if both torments and fire were brought to him* This his 
distetnper grew still a great deal worse and worse continually, 
and his very entrails were so corroded that they fell out of 
his body, and in that conditicnl he died. Thus he became 
as great an instance of Divine Providence as ever was, and 
demonstrated that God punishes wicked men. 

5* And here we shall put an end to this our history; 
wherein we formerly promised to deliver the same with all 
accuracy, to such as should be desirous of understanding 
after what manner this war of the Romans with the Jews wa$ 
managed. Of which history, how good the style is must 
be left to the determination of the readers ; but as for its 
agreement with the facts^ t shall not scruple to say, and 
that boldly, that truth hath been what I have alone aimed at 
through its entire composition. 
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BOOK I. 

SI. I SUPPOSE that by my books of the Antiquity of tlie 
ews, most excellent EpaphrodituSy-f' I have made it evident 
to those who peruse them, that our Jewish nation is of very 
great antiquity, and had a distinct subsistence of its own ori- 

* TMs' first book hu a wrong tillB* It it not writtn againit Apkm, m k 
Ibe first part of th« teoODd book, but igainst those Greeks in general who would 
not believe Josephus*s fbnner accounts of the very ancient state of the Jewish 
nation, in his twenty Books of Antiquities ; and in particular against Agathar* 
chides, Manetho, Chcremon, and Lysimachns. It is one of the most leaned, 
excellent, and usefbl books of all antiquity^ and upon Jerome's perusal of this 
and the following books, he declares that '^ it seems to him a miruulous thing 
how one that was a Hebrew, who had been fVom his infkncy instructed in Bacira 
learning, shonld be able to prodooe such a number of testlDioDieB out of profiuie 
auihon, as if he had icad orer all the Gicdau libianes." Epist. 84, ad Mag- 
num. And ^ learned Jew, Manasseh-ben-Israel, esteemed iliese two books 
so excellent as to translate them into Hebrew : this we learn fVom his own cata- 
logue of his works, which I have seen. As to the time and plaee when and 
where these two books were written, the lemied have not hitherto been able to 
determine them, any farther than that thcf were written some time after his An- 
tiquities, or some time after A. D. 93 ; which indeed Is too obvious at their 
entrance to be overlooked by eiven a careless peruser ; they being directly in- 
tended against those that would not betieie what he had advanced in those books 
concerning the great antiquity of the Jewish nation. As to the place, tliey all 
imagine that these two books were written where the former were, I mean >t 
Borne ; and I confess that I myself believed both those determinations tiU I 
came to finish my notes upon these books, when I met with plain indications 
that they were written not at Bome, but In Judea, and this after the 3d year of 
Tngan, or A. D. 100. 

-f* Take Br. Hudson's note here, which, as it justly contradicts the common 
opinion that Josephus either died under Domitian, or at least wrote nothing 
later than his days, so does it perfectly agree to my own determination, from 
.Justus of Tiberias, that he wrote or finished his own life after the 3d of Trajan^ 
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iginally, as also I have therein declared how ym came to in- 
^habit this country wherein we now live. Those antiquities 
contain the history of five thousand years, and are taken out 
of oursacred books, but are translated by me into the Greek 
tongue. However, since, I obs^vc a eodsiderable nuftiber of 
people giving ear to the reproaches that are laid against us by 
those who bear ill will to us, and will not believe what I have 
written concerning the antiquity of our nation, while they take 
it for a plain sign that our nation is of a late date, because 
they are not so much as vouchsafed a bare mention by the 
most famous historiouffraphers among the Grecians, I therefore 
have thought myself under an obligation to write somewhat 
briefly about these subjects, in order to convict those that re- 
proach us of spite and voluntary falsehood, and to correct the 
Ignorance of others, and withaf to instruct all those who are 
desirous of knowing the truth, of what great antiquity we 
really are. As for the witnesses whom I shall produce for 
the proof of what I say, th^y shall be such as are esteemed 
to be of the greatest reputation for truth, and the most 
skilful in the knowledge of &11 antiquity by the Greeks them- 
selves. I will also shew that those who have written so re- 
ptoachfully and falsely about us^ are to be convicted by what 
thev have written themselves ta the contrary. I ahall alao 
endeavour to give an account of the i^atons why it bath so 
happened that there hath not been a great number of Greeks 
who have made mention of our nation in their histories : I 
will however bring those Grecians to light who haV6 not 
bmitted such our history, for the sake of thoi^ that either do 
pot know them, or pretend not to know them already* 

d. And now, in the first platie^ I cannot but greatly wonder 
at those men who suppose that we must attend to none but 
Grecians, when we are inquirito about the most andent faCtSi 
and must inform ourselves of their truth from them only^ 
while we must not believe ourselves nor other men ( for I am 
convinced that the very reverse is the truth of the case : I 
mean tliis, if we will not be led by vain opinions, but will 
make inquiry after truth from facts themselves ; for they wiii 
find that almost all which concerns the Greeks happened not 
long ago; nay, one xnay say, is of yesterday only. I speak 
of the building of their ciUes, the invention of their arts, and 

or A. D. 100. To ^liich Noldius also agree*, de Herod, No. 383. ^ [^/ki- 
vkrwlitu*.} Since FlaviuB Josephus,*' ftayt Dr. Hudran, «* wrote [or fini^hfd] hh 
oooki of Antiquittci on the 13th of Domhian [A. D. 03], and after that wrote 
the Memoirs of his own life, as an appendix to the books of Anu'quitiet, and at 
last his two books against Apion, and yet dedicated all thoM Writings to Cpa« 

Sirodiius, he can hardly be that Epaphroditas who was formerly secrctanr to 
efo, and was slain on the 14th [or 15th] of Domitian, after he bad been for a 
good ^hile in banishment, but another Epaphroditas, a fk^ed-man, and pxoco- 
fitor of Tri^, u uyi Gimlas an Lake i 3." 
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the description of their laws ; and as for their care about the 
writing down of their histories^ it is very near the last thing 
they set about. However, they acknowledge themselves so 
far, that they were the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, and the 
Pheoicians (for I will not now reckon ourselves among them), 
that have preserved the memorials of the most ancient and 
most lasting traditions of mankind ; for almost all these na- 
tions inhabit such countries as are least subject to destruction 
from the world about them ; and these also have taken espe- 
cial care to have nothing omitted of what was [remarkably] 
done among them; but their history was esteemed sacred, and 
put into public .tables, as written by men of the greatest wi^ 
dom they had among them. But as for the place where the 
Grecians inhabit, ten thousand destructions have overtaken 
it, and blotted out the memory of former actions ; so that 
they were ever beginning a new way of living, and supposed 
that everv one of them was the origin of their new state. It 
was also late, and with diiBculty, that they came to know the 
letters they now use ; for those who would advance their use 
of these letters to the greatest antiquity, pretend that they 
learned them from the Phenicians and irom Cadmus ; yet is 
nobody able to demonstrate that they have any writing pre* 
served from that time, neither in their temples nor in any 
other public monuments. This appears, because the time 
when those lived who went to the Trojan war, so many years 
afterward, is in great doubt, and great incjuiry is made whe- 
tber the Greeks used their letters at that time; and the most 
prevailing opinion, and that nearest the truth, is, that their 
present way of using those letters was unknown at that time. 
However there is not any writing which the Greeks agree to 
be genuine among them ancienter than Homer^s poems, who 
must plainly be confessed later than the aege of Troy ; nay, 
the report goes that even he did not leave his poems in 
writing, but that their memory was preserved in songs,* and 
they were put together afterward ; and that this is the reason 
of such a number of variations as are found in them. As for 
those who set themselves about writing^ their histories, I mean 
such as Cadmus of Miletus, and Acusilaus of Argos, and any 
others that may be mentioned as succeeding Acusilaus, they 

* Thit pmenration of Homet'i poems by memory, and not by his own 
writing them down, and that tbenoe they vere styled rkapt^ikt^ as sang by 
him, like baUadx, by parts, and not eomposed and connected together in com- 
pleio works, are opinions well known from the andent commentstors ; though 
such supposal seems to myself, as well as to Fabricius Uiblioth. Gr«c. L 
p. 369, and to others, highly improbablai Nor does Josephos say there were 
so andenter writings among the Grcdoi than Homer's poeosa, but that they 
did not ftilly own any aacteoter writingii pretending to ludi antiquity, whidi is 
true. 
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lived but a litiie while before the Persian expedition into 
Greece. But then for those that first introduces philosophy 
and the consideration of things celestial and divine amoAg 
them, such as Pherecydes the Syrian^ and Pythagoras, and 
Thales, all with one consent agree that they learned what 
they knew of the Egyptians and Chaldeans^ and wrote but 
little. And these are the things which are supposed to be the 
oldest of all among the Greeks, and they have much ado to 
believe that the writings ascribed to those men are genuine. 
3. How can it then be other than an absurd thing for the 
Greeks to be so proud, and to vaunt themselves to be the 
only people that are acquainted witli antiquity, and that have 
deliverea the true accounts of those early times after an ac- 
curate manner P Nay, who is there that cannot easily gather 
from the Greek writers themselves, that they knew out little 
on any good foundation when they set to write, but rather 
wrote their histories from their own coniectures? Accordingly 
they confute one another in their own books to purpose, and 
are not ashamed to give us the most contradictory accounts 
of the same things : And I should spend my time to little 
purpose, if I should pretend to teach the Greeks that which 
they know better than I already, what a great disagreement 
there is between Hellanicus and Acuulaus about their ge- 
nealogies ; in how many cases Acusilaus corrects Heood ; or 
after what manner Ephorus demonstrates Hellanicus to have 
told lies in the greatest pirt of his history ; as does Timeus 
in like manner as to Ephorus, and the succeeding writers do 
to Timeus, and all the later writers do to Herodotus ; * nor 
could Timeus agree with Antiochus and Philistius, or with 
Callias, about the Sicilian history, no more than do the seve* 
ral writers of the Athidse follow one another about the Athe« 
nian afiairs ; nor do the historians the like, that wrote the 

* It ^ell doeryes to be contidered thai JoKpbai here ttys, how all the fol* 
lowing Greek historians looked on Herodotus as a fabulous author ; and pre* 
■ently, sect. 14, how Manetbo, that roost autliehtic writer of dfic Kgyptian his- 
tory, greatly complains of his mistakes in the Egyptian afiairs ; as also, d»t 
Strabo, B. xi. p. 507, the moet accurate geographer And historian, esteemed 
him such ; that Xenophoo, the much more accurate historian in the afiairs 
of Cyrus, implies that Herodotua*s accounts of that great man are almost en- 
tirely romantic. S(>e the note on Antiq. B. xi. chap, it secL 1, and ilotchi- 
son*8 Prolegomena to his edition of ^enophon's Ki/^v n«f)ii«, that we have al- 
ready seen in the note on Antiq. B. Tiii. chap. x. sect iii. how very little He- 
lodotua knew about the Jewish afiairs and country, and that he greatly af* 
fected what we call tlie wMrvtltout^ as Monsieur Bollin has latdy and justly 
determined ; whence we are not alwmyi to depend on the authority of UeriH 
dotus, where it is unsupported by other evidence, but ought to compare the 
•ther evidence with hia, and if it preponderate, to prefer it before his. I do 
not mean by this that Herodotus wilftiUy related what he believed to be bltt 
ias Cteaias seems to have done), but ths* he ahm wanted evidence, and aooic* 
times preferred wliat was marvdlous to what was beat attested as really true 
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Argdlics, about the afiairs of the Arrives. And now what 
need I say any more about particular cities and smaller places, 
while in the most approvea writers of the expedition of the 
Persians, and of the actions which were therein performed, 
there are so great differences ? Nay, Thucydides himself is 
accused of some as writing what is false, although he seems 
to have given us the exactest history of the affairs of his own 
time. 

4. As for the occasions of so gt*eat disagreement of theirs, 
there may be assigned many that are very probable, if any 
have a mind to make an inquiry about them ; but I ascritie 
these contradictions chiefly to two causes, which I will now 
mention, and still think what I shall mention in the first place 
to be the principal of all. For if we remember, that in the 
beginning the Greeks had taken no care to have public records 
of their several transactions preserved, this must for certain 
have afforded those that would afterWard write about those 
ancient transactions the opportunity of making mistakes, and 
the power of making lies also ; for this original recording of 
such ancient transactions hath not only been neglected by the 
other states of Greece, but even among the Athenians them- 
selves also, who pretend to be aborigines^ and to have applied 
themselves to learning, there are no such records extant ; nay, 
they say themselves that the laws of Draco concerning mur- 
ders, which are now extant in writing, are the most ancient 
of their public records ; which Draco yet lived but a little 
before the tyrant Pisistratus.* For as to the Arcadians, who 
make such boasts of their antiquity, what need I speak of 
them in particular, since it was still later before they got 
their letters and learned them, and that with difficulty also? 

5. There must therefore naturally arise great differences 
among writers, when they had no original records to lay for 
their foundation, which might at once inform those who had 
an inclination to learn, and contradict those that would tell 
lies. However, we are to su[^pose a second occasion besides 
the former of these contradictions ; it is this, that those who 
were the most zealous to write history were not solicitous for 
the discovery of truth, •(- although it was very easy for them 

* About the dajrs of Cyrus and DaiiieL 

^f- It is here well worth our observation, what the reasons are that vuch an* 
cieiit authors as Herodotus, Josephus, and others, have been read to to little 
purpose by many learned critics, vii. that their main aim has not been dinwo* 
logy or history, but philology, to know words, and not things, they not mnch 
entering oftentimes into the rnl contents of their authors, and judging which 
were tlw most accurate dtscoverers of tmth, and most to be depended on in their 
several histories, but rather inquiring who wrote the finest style, and had the 
greatest elegance in their expreskioos ; which are things of small consequence in 
comparison of the uthcr. Thus you will somctiuiea find great debates among 
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always to make such a profession ; but their business was to 
demonstrate that they qould write well} and make an impres* 
sion upon mankind thereby ; and in what manner of writing 
they thought they were able to exceed others, to that did 
they apply themselves. Some of them betook themselves to 
the writmgof fabulous narrations; some of them endeavoured 
to please tne cities or the kings, by writing in their commen- 
dation ; others of them fell to finding faults with transactions, 
or with the writers of. such transactions, and thought to make 
a great figure by so doing. And indeed these do what is of 
allthings the most contrary to true history ; for it is the great 
character of true history, that all concerned therein both 
speak and write the same things ; while these men, by writ- 
ing differently about the same things, think they shall be be- 
lieved to write with the greatest regard to truth. We there- 
fore [who are Jews] must yield to the Grecian writers as to 
language and eloquence of composition ; but then we shall 
give them no such preference as to the verity of ancient his- 
tory, and least of all as to that part which concerns the 
affairs of our own several countries. 

6. Ji» to the care of writing down the records from the 
earliest antiquity among the Egyptians and Babylonians; that 
the priests were intrusted therewith, and employed a philoso- 
phical concern about it ; that they were the Chaldean priests 
that did so among the Babylonians, and that the Fhenicians, 
who were mingled among the Greeks, did especially make 
use of their letters, both for the common affairs of life, and 
for the delivering down the history of common transacUons, 
I think I may omit any proof, because all men allow it so to 
lx>. But now as to our forefathers, that they took do less 
care about writing such records (for I will not say they took 
greater care than the others I spoke of), and that they com- 
mitted that matter to their high-priests and to their prophets, 
and that these records have been written all along down to 
our own times with the utmost accuracy ; nay, if it be not 
too bold for me to say it, our history will be so written here- 
after ; I shall endeavour briefly to inform you. 

7. For our forefathers did not only appoint the best of these 
priests, and those that attended upon the divine worship, for 
that design from the beginning, but made provision that the 
stock of the priests should continue unmixed and pure ; for 

tht learned, whether Herodotus or Thacydides were the finest historians in die 
Ivnic and Attic ways of writing ; which signify little as to the real value of each 
of their histories ; while it would be of much more moment to let the reader 
know, that aa the conscqucnoe of Uerodotus's history, which begins fto much 
earlier, and reaches so much wider than that of Thucydides, is tlierefore raady 
greater ; so is the most part of Thucydides, which bdongs to his own times, and 
. leU widfr hit own obtenration, modi the most oeruhi. 
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he who is partaker of the priesthood must propagate cf a wife 
of the same nation, without having any regard to money, or 
any other dignities ; but he is to make a scrutiny, and take 
his wife^s genealogy from the ancient tables,* and procure 
many witnesses to it. And this is our practice not only in 
Judea, but wheresoever any body of men of our nation do 
live ; and even there an exact catalogue of ouf pries^^ mar- 
riages are kept; I mean at Egypt and at Babylon, or in any 
other place of the rest of the habitable earth, whithersoever 
our priests are scattered ; for they send to Jerusalem the an- 
cient names of their parents in writing, as well as those of 
their remoter ancestors, and signify who are the witnesses 
also. But if any war falls out, such as have fallen out a great 
many of them already, when Antiochus Epiphanes mam an 
invasion upon our country, as also when Pompey the Great 
and Quintilius Varus did so also, and principally in the wars 
that have happened in our own times, those priests that sur- 
vive them compose new tables of genealogy out of the old 
records, and examine the circumstances of the women that 
remain ; for still they do not admit of those that have been 
captives, as suspecting that they had conversation with some 
foreigners. But what is the strongest argument of our exact 
management in this matter is what I am now goinff to say, 
that we have the names of our high-priests from lather to 
son set down in our records, for the interval of two thousand 
years ; and if any of these have been transgressors of these 
rules, they are prohibited to present themselves at the altar, 
or to be partakers of any other of our purifications ; and this 
is justly or rather necessarily done, because every one is not 
permitted of his own accord to be a writer, nor is there any 
disagreement in what is written ; they being only prophets 
that have written the original and earliest accounts or things, 
as they learned them of God himself by inspiration ; and 
others have written what hath happened m their own times, 
and that in a very distinct manner also. 

8. For we have not an innumerable multitude of books 
among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another 
[as the Greeks have], but only twenty-two bot>ks, f which 

* Of this wceanef of the Jews before, and In oar SaYkmr't dine, in careftillj 
preiervijig their genedwiei all along, pudeularlj thoee of the priestf, wet Joee* 
^ai*s LUe, lect. 1. Thit aecancj Kemi to hare ended at the dertmction of 
Jerusalem by Titus or bowcTer at that by Adrian. 

<f Which Here these twenty, two ucred hooka of the Old Testament, see tlie 
Supplement to the £nay on the Old Testament, p. Sa-29« its. thoae we leaU 
eawcwtctti, all excepting the Canriclw ; but still with this ihrdier ezeeptkm, that 
the first book of apoen/phU Esdras be taken into that number ios|ead of onr ca- 
momcal Esra, which seems to be no more than a later epitome of the other ; 
which two books of Caotides and £s^^ it no way appears that our Josqihus 
eter saw. 
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contain the records of all the past times ; which are justly 
believed to lie divine. And of them five belong to Mosea, 
which contain his laws, and the traditions of the origin of 
mankind till his death. This interval of time was little short 
of three thousand years. But as to the time from the death 
of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, who 
reigned after Xerxes, the prophets who were after Moses 
wrote down what was done m their times in thirteen books. 
The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and pre- 
cepts for the conduct of human life. It is true, our history 
hath been written since Artaxerxes very particularly, but hath 
not been esteemed of the like authority with the former by 
our forefathers, because there hath not been an exact succes- 
sion of prophets since that time : and how firmly we have 
given credit to these books of our own nation i^ evident by 
what we do ; for, during so many ages as have already passed, 
no one hath been so bold as either to add any thing to them, 
to take any thing from them, or to make any change in them; 
but it is l)ecome natural to all Jews, immediately and from 
their very birth, to esteem these books to contain divine doc- 
trines, and to persist in them, and, if occasion be, willingly 
to die for them. For it is no new thin^ for our captives, 
many of them in number, and frequently m time, to be seen 
to endure racks and deaths of all kinds upon the theatres, 
that they may not be obliged to say one word against our laws 
and the records that contain them ; whereas there are none 
at all among the Greeks who would undergo the least harm 
on that account ; no, nor in case all the writings that are 
among them were to be destroyed ; for they take them, to be 
such discourses as are framed agreeably to the inclinations of 
those that write them ; and they have justly the same opinion 
of the ancient writers, since they see some of the present ge- 
neration bold enough to write about such afiairs, wherein 
they were not present, nor had concern enough to inform 
themselves about them from those that knew them ; example^ 
of which may be had in this late war of ours, where some 
persons have written histories, and published them, without 
having been in the places concerned, or having been near 
them when the actions were done ; but these men put a few 
things together by hearsay, and insolently abuse the world, 
and call tnesc writings by the name of histories. 

9. As for myself, I have composed a true history of that 
whole war, and of all the particulacs that occurred therein, as 
having been concerned in all its transactions ; for I acted as 
general of those among us that are named Galileans^ as long 
as it was possible for us to make any opposition. I was then 
seized on b^ the Romans, and became a captive ; Vespasiau 
also and Titus had me kept under a guard, and forced me tu 
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attend them continually. At the first I was put Into bonds, 
but was set at liberty aiterward, and sent to accompany Titus, 
when he came from Alexandria to the siege of Jerusalem ; 
during which time there was nothing done which escaped my 
knowledge ; for what happened in the Roman camp I saw, 
and wrote down carefully ; and what informations the de- 
serters brought [out of the city], I was the only man that un- 
derstood them. Afterward I got leisure at Rome ; and when 
all my materials were prepared for that work, I made use of 
some persons to assist me in learning the Greek tongue, and 
by these means I composed the history of those transactions. 
And I was so well assured of the truth of what I related, 
that I first of all appealed to those that had the supreme 
command in that war, Vespasian and Titus, as witnesses for 
me ; for to them I presented those books first of all, and after 
them to many of the Romans who had been in the war. I 
also sold them to many of our own men, who understood the 
Greek philosophy, among whom were Julius Archelaus; 
Herod [king of Chalcis], a person of great ^avity, and king 
Agrippa himself, a person that deserved the greatest admi- 
ration. Now all these men bore their testimony to me, that I 
had the strictest regard to truth ; who yet would not have 
dissembled the matter, nor been silent, it I, out of ignorance, 
or out of favour to any side, either had given false colours 
to actions, or omitted any of them. 

10. There have been mdeed some bad men, who have at* 
tempted to calumniate my history, and took it to be a kind 
of scholastic performance for the exercise of young men. A 
strange sort of accusation and calumny this ! since every one 
that undertakes to deliver the history of actions truly, ought 
to know them accurately himself in the first place, as either 
having been concerned m them himself, or been informed of 
them by such as knew them. Now, both these methods of 
knowledge I may very properly pretend to in the composition 
of both my wotks ; for, as I said, I have translated the Anti- 
c][uities out of our sacred books ; which I easily could do, 
since I was a priest by my birth, and have studied that phi-, 
losophy which is contained in those writings : and for the 
History of the War, I wrote it as having been an actor my« 
self in many of its transactions, an eye-witness in the greatest 
part of the rest, and was not unacquainted with any thing 
whatsoever that was either said or done in it. How impu- 
dent then must those deserve to be esteemed, that undertake 
to contradict me about the true state of those afiairs ? who, 
although they pretend to have made use of both the empe- 
rors^ own memoirs, yet could not they be acquainted with 
our affairs, who fought against them. 
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11. This digression I have been obliged to make out of 
cessity, as being desirous to expose the ranity of those that 

Siofess to write histories ; and I suppose I hare sufficieDlly 
eclared, that this custom of transmittiiig down the historiea 
of andent times hath been better pf^served by those natiotti 
which are called barbariims than by the Greeks themflelves. 
I am sow willing, in the next place, to say a few things to 
those that endeaTour to proye tnat our constitution is but of 
late time, for this reason; as they pretend, that the Greek 
writers have said nothir^ about us ; after which i shall pro- 
duce testimonies for our antiquity out of the writings of 
foreigneni : I shall also demonstrate, that such as cast re- 
proaches upon our nation do it very unjustly. 

IfL As for ourselves, theref<»«, we neither kihabit a mari« 
time country nor do we delight in merchandise, nor in such 
a mixture with other men as arises from it ; but the cities we 
dwell in are remote from the sea ; and having a fruitful cou»> 
try for our habitation, we take pains in cultivating that only. 
Our principal care of all is this, to educate our db^nen well; 
and we think it to be the most necessary business of our whole 
life, to observe the laws that have been given us, and to keep 
those rules of piety that have been delivered down to us. 
Since, therefore, besides what we have already taken notioe 
of, we have had a peculiar way of living of our own, diere was 
no occasion offered us in ancient ages for intermixing among 
the Greeks, as they had for mixing among the Egyptians by 
their intercourse of exporting «nd importing tneir several 
goods ; as they also mixed wrth the Pheoicians, who lived by 
the sea^^e, by means of their love of lucre in trade and Mer- 
chandise. Nor (fid our ferrfatbeiB betake themselves, as^id 
some others, to robbery ; nor did they, in order togain ax>re 
wealth, &11 into foreifi;n wars, although our oouivtry contais- 
ed many ten thousands of men of courage, sufficient ibr that 
purpose. For this reason it was that tne Pbenicians them* 
selves came soon, by trading aiud navication, to be isiiawii to 
the Grecians, and fey thear meams the Egyptians became 
knowvn to the Grecians ako, 'mm did aH thoae people whence 
the Phenicsans in long Toyagea over die seas carried wares to 
the Grecians. The M edes idso, and the Persians, when they 
were lords of Asia, became mdi Icnown to them ; aoad libis 
was especially true of the Persons, vAio led their armiee as 
far as the other contrnent [Europe]. The Thrmaas wen 
also known to them by the nearness of dictr countries, and 
the ScytbWms by the means of thooe that -sailed to Pontus; 
for it was so in general, that aH maritime nations, and tiiosa 
that inhabited near the eastern «ar western seas, became most 
known to those that were desirous to be writers ; but such aa 
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had their );iabitations farther from the sea, were for the most 
part unknown to them ; which things appear to have hap- 
pened as to Europe also ; where the aty or Rome, that hath 
tlus long Ume been possessed of so much power, and hath per- 
formed such great actions in war, is yet never mentionea by 
Herodotus, nor by Thucydides, nor by any one of their con- 
temporaries ; and it was very late, and with great diflkulty, 
that the Romans became known to the Greeks. N^, those 
that were reckoned the most exact historians, and Ephorus 
for one, were so very ignorant of the Gkiuls and the Spaniards, 
that he supposed the Spaniards, who inhabit so great a part of 
the western regions of the earth, to be no more than one city. 
Those historians also have ventured to describe such customs 
as were made use of by them, which they never had either 
done or said : and the reason why these writers did not know 
the truth of their affairs, was this, that they had not any 
commerce together ; but die reason why they wrote such fal- 
sities was this, that they had a mind to appear to know things 
which others had not known. How can it then be any won- 
der, if our nation was no more known to many of the (xreeks, 
nor had given them any occasion to mention them in their 
writings, while they were so remote from the sea, and had a 
conduct of life so peculiar to themselves ? 

13. Let us now put the case, therefore, that we made use 
of this argument concerning the Grecians, in order to prove 
that their nation was not ancient, because nothing is said of 
them in our records ; would not they laush at us all, and 
probably give the same reasons for our silence that I have 
now alleged, and would produce their neightx>ur nations as 
witnesses to their own andquity ? Now the very same thin^ 
will I endeavour to do ; for I will bring the Egyptians and 
the Phenicians as my principal witnesses, because nobody can 
complmn of their testimony as false, on account that they arc 
known to have borne the greatest ill will towards us ; I mean 
this as to the Egyptians, in general all of them ; while of the 
Phenicians it is Known the Tyrians have been most of all in 
the same ill disposition towards us ; yet do I confess that I 
cannot say the same of the Chaldeans, since our first leaders 
and ancestors were derived from diem, and they do make 
mention of us Jews in their records, on account of die kin- 
dred there is between us. Now when I shall have made nky 
assertions good so far as concerns the others, I will demoti- 
strate that some of the Greek writers have made mentibn of 
us Jews also ; that those who envy us may not have even 
this pretence for contradicting what I hAve said about our 
nation. 

1 4. I shall begin with the writings of the Egyptians ; not 
VOL. IV, g 
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indeed of those that have written in the Egyptian language, 
which it is impossible for me to do. But Manetho was a 
man who was by birth an Egjrptian, yet had he made himself 
master of the Greek leammg, as is very evident; for be 
wrote ^he history of his own country in the Greek tongue, 
by translating it, as he suth himself, out of their sacred re- 
cords :4ie also finds great fault with Herodotus for his igno- 
rance and false relation of Egyptian affairs. Now this Ma- 
netho, in the second book of his Egyptian history, writes 
concerning us in the following manner. I will set down his 
very words, as if I were to bring the very man himself into a 
court for a witness : *^ There was a king of ours whose name 
was Timaus. Under him it came to pass, I know not how, 
that God was averse to us, and there came, after a surprising 
manner, men of ignoble birth out of the eastern parts, and 
had boldness enough to make an expedition into our coun- 
try, and with ease subdued it by force, yet without our ha- 
zarding a battle with them. So, when they had gotten those 
that governed us under their power, they afterwards burnt 
down our cities, and demolished the temples of the gods, and 
used all the inhabitants after a most barbarous manner, nay, 
some they slew, and led their children and their wives into 
slavery. At length they made one of themselves king, whose 
name was Salatis ; he also lived at Memphis, and made both 
the upper and lower regions pay tribute, and left garrisons 
ia places that were the most proper for them. He chiefly 
aimed to secure Uie eastern parts, as foreseeing that the As- 
syrians, who had then the greatest power, would be desirous 
of that kingdom, and invade them ^ and as he found in the 
Saite Nomos [Seth-roite] a city very proper for his purpose, 
and which lay upon the Bubastic channel, but with r^ard 
to a certain theologic notion was called Jvaris^ this he re- 
built, and made very strong by the walls he built about it, 
and by a most numerous garrison of two hundred and forty- 
thousand armed men which he put into it to keep it Thu 
ther Salatis came in summer-time, partly to gather his com 
and pay his soldiers their wages, and partly to exercise his 
armed men, and thereby to terrify foreigners. When this, 
man had reigned thirteen years, after him reigned another, 
>vhose name was Beouy for forty-four years ; after him reigned 
another, called Apacknas^ thirty-six years and seven months ; 
^fter him Apophis reigned sixty-one years, and then Jonias 
fifty ^ears and one month ; after ail these reigned As^s 
forty-nine years and two months. And these six were the 
first rulers among them, who were all along making war with 
the Egyptians, and were very desirous gradually to destroy 
tjhem to the very roots, This whole nation was styled Hire- 
rs, that is, shepherd-kiriff^ ; for the first syllable Hyc, ac- 
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cording to the sacred dialect^ denotes a king^ as is sos /x 
Aepherd'^ui this acccording to the ordinary dialect ; and nf 
th^ is compounded Hrcsos ; but some say that these per>- 
ple were Arabians.'^ Now in another copy it is sud^ that 
this word does not denote kingM^ but on the contrary ^enotes 
captive shepherds^ and this on account of the particle Htc ; 
for tliat Hyc, with the aspiration, in the Egyptian tongiio 
again denotes shepherds^ and that expressly also ; and this to 
me seems the more probable opinion, and more agreeable to 
ancient history. [But Manetho goes on :1 ** These people, 
•whom we have before named kings^ ana called shepherds 
also, and their descendants,^ as he says, ^^ kept possession of 
£gypt five hundred and eleven years.^^ After these, he says, 
^^ That the kings of Thebais and of the other parts of Egypt 
made an insurrection against the shepherds, and that tbere 
a terrible and long war was made between them.*** He says 
farther, ^^ That under a king whose name was JlisphragmU' 
ikosis^ the shepherds were subdued by h'mi, and were indeed 
driven out of other parts of Egypt, but were shut up in a 
place that contained ten thousand acres; this place was 
named AvarisT* Manetho says, ** That the shepherds buik 
a wall round all this place, wnicfa was a large and a strong 
wall, and this in order to keep all their possessions and their 
prey within a place of strength ; but tnat Thummosis, the 
son of Alisphragmuthosis, made an attempt to take them by 
force and by siege, with four hundred and eighty thousand 
men to lie round about them ; but that upon his despur of 
taking the place by that siege, they came to a composition 
with them, that they should leave Egypt, and go, without any 
harm to be done to them, whithersoever they would ; and 
that, after this composition was made, they went away with 
their wliole families and effects, not fewer in number than 
two hundred and forty thousand, and took their journey from 
Egypt, through the wilderness, for Syria ; but that, as they 
were in fear of the Assyrians, who had then the dominion 
over Asia, they built a city in that country which is now 
called Judea^ and that large enough to contain this great 
number of men, and called it Jerusalem^ * Now Mane^ 
tho, in another book of his, says. That '' this nation thus 
called shepherds^ were also called captives in their sacred 
books.^ And this account of his is the truth ; for feeding of 
^eep was the employment f of our forefathers in the most 
ancient ages ; anu as they led such a wandering life in fi^. 

* Here we heYe an account of the finC btrildfng of the city of Jenitaleiii, 
«ecorrling to Manetho, when the PhenicUn ibepheids were expelled ont of 
Egypt, about thirtjp^seWB years before Abraham came <mt of Haran. 

t G«n. ylvi. 32, 34 ; xlfiL 3, 4. 
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ing sheep, they were called shepherds,. Nor was it without 
reason that they were called captives by the Egyptians, aiuM 
one of our ancestors, Joseph, told tha king of Egypt that he 
was a captive,* and afterward sent for his brethren into 
Egypt, by tlie kmg^s permisnon. But sa for these matters^ 
I shall make a niore exact inquiry about them elseiiihere.-(* 

15. But now I shall produce tne Egyptians as witnesses to 
the antiquity of our nation. I shall theretbre here bring in 
Manetho again and what he writes, as to the order of the 
times in this case ; and thus he speaks : *' When this people 
or shepherds were gone out of Eg3rpt to Jerusalem, Tetb- 
mosis the king of Egypt, who drove them out, reigpned af» 
terward twenty-five years and four months, and then died. 
After him his son Chebron took the kingdom for thirteen 
years ; after whom came Amenophis, for twenty years and 
seven months ; then came lua sister Amesses, for twenty*one 
years and nine months ; after her came Mephres, for twelve 
years and n'me months ; after him was Mefmramuthoas, for 
twenty.five years and ten ndonths; after him was Thmosis^ 
for nme years and eight months ; after him came Ameno- 
phis, for thirty years and ten months; after him came Orus, 
for thirty-six y^urs and five months ; then came his daughter 
Acenchres, for twelve years and one month ; then was her 
brother Bathotis, for nine years ; then was Acencheres, for 
twelve years and five months; then came another Acencheres, 
for twelve years and three months ; after him Armais, for 
four years and one month ; after him was Ramesses, for one 
year and four months; after him came Armesses Miam- 
moun, for sixty^six years and two months ; after him Ameno- 
phis, for nineteen years and six months; after him came Setho- 
sis, and Ramesses, who had an army of horse and a naval 
force. This king appointed his brother Armais to be his 
deputy over Egypt. [In another copy it stood thus: After 
him came Sethosis, and Bamesses, two brethren^ the former 
of which had a naval force, and in a hostile manner de- 
stroyed those that met him upon the sea ; but as he slew 
Bamesses in no long time afterwards, so he appointed an>- 
other of his brethren to be his deputy over Egypt] He 
also i^ve him all the other authority of a king, but with these 
only injunctions, that he should not wear the diadem, nor be 
injurious to the queen, the mother of his children, and that 
he should not meddle with the other concubines of the king, 

* In our copies of the book of Genetii, and of Joeephut, this Joseph neTcr 
mUb hlmielf a capHve^ when h« wm with the king of Egypt, Umd^ ht doci 
csll bimielf a •crvnuiC, u tiaivt^ or • eopliM, many limes in the TcttMmst of tiis 
twelve Patiiardn, under Joseph, sect 1, 11, 13, 14, 15, 10. 

f This is now wan ting. 
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while he made an expedition against Cyprus and Phenicia, 
and betides agmnst tne AssyrianB and the Medes. He then 
subdued them all, some by his arms, some without fighjting, 
and some by the terror of his great army ; and being puffed 
up by the great successes he had had, he went sttlT on the 
more boldly, and overthrew the cities and countries that lay 
in the eastern parts. But after some considerable time, Ar- 
mais, who was left in Egypt, did -all those very things, by 
way of opposition, which his brother had forbid him to do, 
without fear ; for he used violence to the queen, and conti- 
nued to make use of the rest of the concubines, without 
sparing any of them ; nay, at the persuasion of his friends, 
he put on the diadem, and set up to oppose his brother. 
But then he who was set over the priests of Egypt wrote 
letters to Sethosis,^ and informed him of all that' had hap- 
pened, and how his brother had set up to oppose him ; he 
therefore returned back to Pelusium immediately, and reco- 
vered his kingdom again. The country also was called from 
his name Egypt; for Manetho says, that Sethosis himself 
was called Egyptus, as was his brother Armais called Da- 

16. This is Manetho^s account. And evident it is from the 
number of years by him set down belonging to this interval, 
if they be summed up together, that these sheplierds, as they 
are here called, who were no other than our forefathers, were 
delivered out of Egypt, and came thence, and inhabited this 
country, three hundred and ninety-three years before Danaus 
came to Argos; although the Argives look upon him as 
their most ancient king.f Manetho therefore bears this tes- 
timony to two points of the greatest consequence to our pur- 
pose, and those from the Egyptian records themselves. In 
the first place, that we came out of another country into 
Egypt, and that withal our deliverance out of it was so an- 
cient in time, as to have preceded the n^ of Troy almost a 
thousand years; *(- but then, as to those things which Manetho 

* Of this Egyptian dnooology of Msiitd», m miftaktn bjr jMephot, and 
of theie PbeDidan thqiberdt, m frlidy nppoMd ¥y him, nod others after bin, 
to hftve been the Israelites in Egypt, see £8say on th^ 0)A Testament, Appen- 
diz, page 182-188. And note here, that when JoMphaa teUs ns diat the 
Gieaks or Argives looked on this Danaus as nf^i^simf^, • mo&t omaML, or 
tAs mmt aaetent king of Aigos, he need not be supposed to mean, in the strict* 
est sense, that they lud no one king soaneient as he $ Ibr it is certain they owned 
nine kings before him, and Inadms at the head of diem. See Authentic Be- 
cofds. Part 'iL page 9S3, as Josephus oouM not but know very weU ; but that 
he was ctTeemfd as rery ancient by them, and that they knew they had been first 
of all denominated Danai horn thii very andrnt king Danaui. Nor does this 
superiatiTe degree always imjdy the mo&t aimdoA ait all without eiception, but is 
sometimes to be rendend very aadeal only, as is the caae in the like supCTUtivc 
degrees of other wofds also. f See the preceding note. 
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adds, not from the E^ptian records, but, as he confessev 
himself, from some stones of an uncertain original, I will dis- 
])rove them hereafter particularly, and shall (umonstrate that 
they are no better than incredible fables. 

17. I will now, therefore, pass from these recoifls, and 
come to those that belong to the Phenicians, and concern our 
nation, and shall produce attestations to what I have said out 
of them. Thei;e are then records among the Tyrians, that 
take in the history of many years; and these are public 
writings, and are kept with great exactness, and include ac- 
<*outvts of the facts done ampn^ them, and such as concern' 
their transactions with other nations also; those I mean which 
were worth remembering. Therein it was recorded, that the 
temple was built by king Solomon at Jerusalem, one hundred 
forty-three years and eight months befora the Tyrians built 
Carthage ; and in their annals the building of our temple u 
related : for Hirom, the king of Tyre, was the friend of So- 
lomon our king, and had such friendship transmitted down 
to him from his forefathers. He thereupon was ambitious 
to contribute to the splendour of this edifice of Solomon^s, 
and made him a present of one hundred and twenty talents of 
gold. He also cut down the most excellent timber out of 
that mountain which is called LibamiSj and sent it to him for 
adorning its roof. Solomon also not only made him many 
other presents by way of requital, but gave him a country' 
in Galilee also, that was called Ckabubm.^ But there was 
another passion, a philosophic inclination of theirs^ which 
ce'mefited the friendsliip that was betwixt them ; for they sent 
mutual problems to one another, with a desire to have them 
unriddled by each other ; wherein Solomon ^ns superior to 
Hirom, as he was wiser than he in other respects ; and many 
of the epistles that passed between them are still preserved 
among the Tyrians. Now that this mav not depend on my 
bare word, I will produce for a witness, l)ius, one that is be- 
lieved to have written the Phenician history after an accurate 
manner. This Dius, therefore, writes thus, in his histories 
of the Phenicians : ^ Upon the death of Abibalus, his son 
Hirom took the kiqgdom. This kin^ raised banks at the 
eastern parts of the city, and enlarged it ; he also joined the 
temple of Jupiter Olympus, which stood before in tm island 
by itself, to the city, by raising a causeway between them, 
■and i^dorned that temple with oonaxions of gold. He mor&. 
over went up to Libamis, and had timber cut down for the 
.building of temples. They sa^ farther, that Solomon, when 
yhe was king of Jerusalem, aent problemfi to Hirom to be 

* 1 Kiogf ix. 13^ 
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solved, and desired he would send others back for him to 
solve, and that he who could not solve the problems pro- 
posed to him should pay money to him that solved them. 
And when Hirom had agreed to the proposals, but was not 
able to solve the problems, he was obliged to pay a gre^t 
deal of money, as a penalty for the same. As also they relate, 
that one Abdemon, a man of Tyre, did solve the problems, 
and propose others wliich Solomon could not solve, upon 
which he was obliged to repay a great deal of money to 
Hirom." These things are attested to by Dius, and conlirm 
what we have said upon the same subjects before. 

18. And now I shall add Menander, the Ephesian, as an 
additional ^v-itness. This Menander wrote the acts that were 
done both by the Greeks and barbarians, under every one 
of the Tyrian kings, and had taken much pains to learn their 
history out of their own records. Now, when he was writing 
about those kings that had reigned at Tyre, he came to Hi- 
rom, and says thus : " Upon the death of Abibalus, his son 
Hirom took the kingdom ; he lived fifty-three years, and 
reigned thirty-four. He raised a bank on that called the 
Broad Place^ and dedicated that golden pillar which is in 
Jupiter's temple ; he also went and cut down timber from 
the mountain called LibanuSj and got timber of cedar for 
the roofs of the temples. He also pulled down the old tem- 
ples, and built new ones; besides this, he consecrated the 
temples of Hercules, and of Astarte. He first built Her- 
cules's temple in the month Peritus, and that of Astarte 
when he made his expedition against the Tityans, who 
would not pay him their tribute; and, when he had subdued 
them to himself, he returned home. Under this king there 
was a younger son of Abdemon, who mastered the problems 
which Solomon king of Jerusalem had recommended to be 
solved.**^ Now the time from this king to the building of 
Carthage is thus calculated: " Upon the death of Hironx, 
Beleazarus his son took the kingdom ; he lived forty -three 
years, and reigned seven years : after him succeeded his son 
Abdastartus; he lived twenty-nineyears, and reined nineyear^. 
Now four sons of his nurse plotted against him, and slew 
him ; the eldest of which reigned twelve years : after them 
came Astartus, the son of Deleastartus ; he lived fifty-fbur 
years, and reigned twelve years : after him came his brother 
Aserymus; he lived fifty-four years, and reigned nine years: 
he was slain by his brotner Pheles, who took the kingdom^ 
and reigned but eight months, though he lived fifty years : 
he was slain by Ithobalus, the priest of Astarte, who reign- 
ed thirty-two years and lived nxty-eight years : he was suc- 
ceeded by his son Badezgrus, who lived forty-five years, and 
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reigned bIk years : he was succeeded by Matgenus his son ; 
he lived thirty-two years, and reijgned nine years : Pygmalioa 
suceeeded him ; he lived fifty-nx years» and reign^ forty- 
seven years. Now in the seventh year of his reign, his sister 
fled away from him, and built the city of Carthage in Libya.*^ 
So die whole time from the reign of Hirom, tiU the build- 
ing of Carthaee, amounts to the sum of one hundred fifty- 
^ve years and eight months. Since then the temple was 
built at Jerusalem in the twelfth year of the reign of Hirom, 
there were from the building of the temple, until the build- 
ing of Carthage, one hun£ed forty-three years and ^ght 
months. Wherefore, what occasion is there for ailing any 
more testimonies out of the Phenician histories [on the be- 
half of our nation], since what I have said is so thorouj^hly 
confirmed already r And to be sure our ancestors came into 
this country long before the building of the temple ; for it 
was not till we nad gotten possession of the whole land by 
war, that we built our temple. And this is the point that I 
have clearly proved out of our sacred writings m my Anti- 
quities. 

19. I will now relate what hath been written concerning us 
iuvthe Chaldean histories ; which records have a great agrees 
ment with our books in other things also. Bergsus shcul be 
witness to what I say ; he was by birth a Chaldean, well 
known by the learned on accoun^t of his publication of the 
Chaldean books of astronomy and philosophy among the 
Greeks. This fierosus therefore, following the most ancient 
records of that nation, gives us a history of the deluge of 
waters that then happen^, and of the destruction of mankind 
thereby^ and agrees with Moseses narration thereof. He also 
gives us an account of that ark wherein Noah, the ori^n of 
our race, was preserved, when it was brought to the highest 
part of the Armenian mountains ; after which he gives us a 
catalogue of the post^y of Noah, and adds the years of 
their chronology, and at length comes down to Nabolassar, 
who was kinj^ of Babylon, and of the Chaldeans. And ^bcn 
he was relating the acts of this kiogi he describes to us, 
** How he sent his son Nabuchodoviosor against Egypt, and 
against our land» with a great army, upon bis being mformed 
that they had revolted from him ; ana how, by that means, 
he subdued them all, and set our temple that was at Jeru* 
salem on fire ; nay, and removed our pec^le entirely out of 
their own country, and transferred them to Babylon ; when 
it so happened that our city was desolate during the interval 
of seventy years, until the days of Cyrus king of Persia.^ 
He then says, that ** this Babylonian king conquered i^pt, 
and Syria, and Phenicia, apd AralHa» and exceeded in bis 
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exploits all that had reigned before him in Babylon and 
Chaldea.**^ A little after which, Berosut , subjoins what fol- 
lows in his history of ancient times. I will set down Bero- 
sus^s own accounts, which are these : *^ When Nabolaasar, 
father of Nabuchodonosor, heard that the governor whom he 
had set over Egypt, and over the parts of Ccelesyria and Phe- 
nicia, had revolted from him, he was not able to bear it any 
longer, but committing certain parts of his army to his son 
Nabuchodonosor, who was then but young, he sent him 
against the rebel ; Nabuchodonosor joined battle with him, 
and conquered him, and reduced the country under his domi« 
nion again. Now it so fell out that his father Nabolassar 
fell into a' distemper at this time, and died in the city of 
Babylon, after he had reigned twenty-nine years. But as 
he understood, in a little time, that his father Nabolassar was 
dead, he set the affairs of Egypt and the other countries in 
order, and committed the captives he had taken from the 
Jews, and Phenicians, and Syrians, and of the nations be- 
longing to Egypt, to some ot his friends, that they might 
conduct that part of the forces that had on heavy armour, 
with the rest of his baggage, to Babylonia ; while he went in 
haste, having but a few with him, over the desert to Baby- 
lon ; whither, when he was come, he found the public affairs 
had been managed by the Chaldeans, and that the principal 
persons amons them had' preserved the kingdom for him. 
Accordingly, he now entirely obtained all his fatlier^s domi- 
nions. He then came and ordered the captives to be placed 
as colonies in the most proper places of Babylonia ; but for 
himself he adorned the temple of Belus, ana the other tem- 
ples, after an elegant manner, out of the spoils he had taken 
m this war. He also rebuilt the old city, and added another 
to it on the outside, and so far restored Babylon that none 
who should besiege it afterwards might have it in their power 
to divert the river, so a:^ to facilitate an entrance into it ; and 
this he did by building three walls about the inner cit^, and 
three about tne outer. Some of these walls he built of burnt 
brick and bitumen, and some of brick only. So when he 
had thus fortified the city with walls after an excellent man- 
ner, and had adorned the gates magnificently, be added a 
new palace to that which his father had dwelt in, and this 
close by it also, and that more eminent in its height, and in 
its great splendour : it would perhaps require too long a nar- 
ration, if any one were to describe it. However, as prodi- 
gious large and as magnificent as it was, it was finished in 
fifteen days. Now in this palace he erected very high walks, 
supported by stone pillars, and by planting what was called 
a pcrmk parddisCy and replenishing it with all sorts of trees^ 
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he rendered the prospect of an exact resemblance of a moun- 
tainous country. This he did to please his queen, because 
she had been lirought up in Media, and was fond of a moun- 
tainous situation.^ * 

20. This is what Berosus relates concerning the foremen- 
tioned king, as he relates many other things abouf him also 
in the third book of his Chaldean history ; wherein he com- 
plains of the Grecian writers for supposing, without any 
foundation, that Babylon was built by Semiramis,* queen of 
Assyria, and for her false pretence to those wonderful edifices 
thereto relating, as if they were her own workmanship ; as 
indeed in these affairs the Chaldean history cannot but be 
the most credible. Moreover, we meet with a confirmation 
of what Berosus says, in the archives of the Phenicians, con- 
ceming this king Nabuchodonosor, that he conquered all 
Syria and Fhenicia ; in which case Philostratus agrees ^vith 
the others in that history which he composed, where he men- 
tions the siege of Tyre ; as does Megasthenes also, in the 
fourth book of his Indian history, wherein he pretends to 
prove, that the forementioned king of the Babylonians was 
superior to Hercules in strength and the greatness of his ex- 
ploits ; for he says that he conquered a great part of Libya, 
and conquered Iberia also. Now as to what I have said be- 
fore about the temple at Jerusalem, that it was fought against 
by the Babylonians, and burnt by them, but was opened 
again when Cyrus had taken the kingdom of A»a, shall be 
now demonstrated from what Berosus adds farther upon that 
liead ; for thus he says in his third book : ^ Nabuchodono- 
sor, after he had begun to build the forementioned wall, fell 
sick, and departed this life, when he had reigned forty-three 
years ; whereupon his son Evilraerodach obtained the king- 
dom. He governed public affairs after an illegal and im- 
pure manner, and had a plot laid against him by Neridis- 
soor, his sister^s husband, and was slam by him when he had 
reigned but two years. After he was slain, Neriglissoor, the 
person who plotted against him, succeeded him m the king- 
dom, and reigned four years ; his son Laborosoarchod ob- 
tained the kingdom, though he were but a child, and kept it 
nine months ; but by reason of the very ill temper and ill 

Eractices he exhibit^ to the world, a plot was laid against 
im also by his friends, and he was tormented to death.' 
After his death the conspirators got together, and by com- 
mon consent put the crown upon the head of Nabonnedus, a 

* The great imptoTementt that NebnchadDesar made in Uie bnOdingt at Ba- 
hybn do no waj contradict tboae andent and auUientic tcstimonici which aacribe 
iu first building to Nimrod, and ita first rebuilding to Semirami*, aa Bero»ua 
•ecms here to tuppoae. 
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man of Babylon, and one who belonged to that insurrection. 
In his reign it was that the walk of the city of Babylon were 
curiously built with burnt brick and bitumen ; but when he. 
was come to the 8c\'enteenth year of his reign, Cyrus came 
out of Persia with a great army ; and having already con- 
quered all the rest of Asia, he came hastily to Babylonia. 
When NabonneduB perceived he was coming to attack him, 
he met him with his forces, and joining battle with him, was 
beaten, and fled away with a few of his troops with him, and 
was shut up within the city Borsippus. Hereupon Cyrus 
took Babylon, and gave order that the outer walls of the 
city should be demolished, because the city had proved very 
troublesome to him, and cost him a great deal of pains to 
take it. H^ then marched away to Borsippus, to besiege 
Nabonnedus ; but as Nalx>nnedus did not sustain the siege, 
but delivered himself into his hands, he was at first kindly 
used by Cyrus, who gave him Carmania as a place for him 
to inhabit m, but sent him out of Babylonia. Accordingly 
Nabonnedus spent the rest of his time in that country, ancl 
there died.*' 

21. These accounts agree t^-ith the true history in our 
books; for in them it is written, that Nebuchadnezzar, in the 
eighteenth * year of hi.s reign, laid our temple desolate, and 
so it lay in that state of obscurity for fifty years ; but that in 
the second year of the reign of Cyrus, its foundations were 
laid, and it was finished again in the second *(* year of Darius. 
I will now add the recoras of the Phenidans ; for it will not 
be superfluous to give the reader demonstrations more than 
enough on this occasion. In them we have this enumeration 
of the times of their several kings : ** Nabuchodonosor be- 
sieged Tyre for thirteen years, in the days of Ithobal, their 
king ; after him reigned Baal, ten years ; after him were 
judges appointed, who judged the people. Ecnibalus, the 
son of Baslacus, two months ; Chell)es, the son of Abdeus, 
ten months ; Abbar the high-priest, three months; Mitgonus 
and Gerastratus, the sons of Abdelemus, were judges six 
years, after whom Balatorus reigned one year; after his death 
they sent and fetched Mcrbalus from mbylon, who reigned 
four years ; after his death they sent for his brother Hirom, 

* This number in JoMphm, that Kebuchadnemr dnlroyed the temple in 
Ihe 18th year of his reign, is a mistake in the nfoetj of Anooiogj ; for it was 
in the 1 9di. 

■f* The true number here for the year of Darius, on which the second temple 
wsK Biiished, whether the 2d with our present copies, or the 6ih with that of 
fiyneellus, or the 10th with thst of EnseWus, Is very uncertain ; so we had best 
follow Joiiephu8*s own account ekewhere, Antlq. B* xi di. iii. sect. 4, which 
nhews us, that according to liis copy of the Old Testament, after the 2d of Cy- 
ni», that work was iniemipied till the 2d of Darius, when in seven years it waa 
inished, on the 9th of Darius. 
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who reigned twenty years. Under his reign Cyrus became 
king of Penda.^ So that the whole interval is fifty-four 
years besides three months ; for on the seventh year of the 
reign of Nebuchadnezzar be began to besiege Tyre, and 
Cyrus the Persian took the kingdom on the fourteenth year 
of Hirom. So that the records of the Chaldeans and Ty- 
nans agree with our writings about this temple ; and the tes- 
timonies here produced are an indisputable and undeniable 
attestation to tne antiquity of our nation. And I suppose 
that what I have already said may be sufficient to such as 
are not very contentious. 

22. But now it is proper to satisfy the inauiry of those that 
disbelieve the records of barbarians, and think none but 
Greeks to be worthy of credit, and to produce many of these 
very Greeks who were acquainted with our nation, and to 
set before them such as upon occasion have made mention of 
us in their own writings. Pythagoras, therefore, of Samos, 
lived in very ancient times, and was esteemed a person supe- 
rior to all philosophers, in wisdom and piety towards God. 
Now it is plain, that he did not only know our doctrines, but 
was in very great measure a follower and admirer of them. 
There is not mdeed extant any writing* that is owned for 
his ; but many there are who have written hb history, of 
whom Hermippus is the most celebrated, who was a person 
very inquisitive into all sort of history. Now this Hermippus, 
in his first book concerning Pythagoras, speaks thus: that 
*^ Pythagoras, upon the death of one of his associates, whose 
name was CaUip/umy a Crotoniate by birth, affirmed that 
this man^s soul conversed with him both night and day, and 
enjoined him not to pass over a place where an ass had fal- 
len down ; as also not to drink of such waters as caused 
Uiirst again, and to abstain from all sorts of reproaches.^ 
After which he adds this, *^ This he did and saia in imita- 
tion of the doctrines of the Jews and Thracians, whidi he 
transferred into his own philosophy.*" For it is very truly 
affirmed of this Py thaeoras, that ne took a great many of the 
laws of the Jews mto his own philosophy. Nor was our na- 
tion unknown of old to several of tne Grecian cities, and 
indeed was thought worthy of imitation by some of them. 
This is declared by Theophrastus, in his writings concerning 
laws ; for he says, ** that the laws of the Tyrians forbid men 
to swear foreign oaths.^ Among which he enumerates some 



* This is a thing well known by tiis kvncd, that we are not tecnrs that w% 
hart any genuine writings of Pytbagons ; those Golden Venea, which are hia 
beat remains, being gcDerally supposed tohare been written not by himself bat 
by some of his ac&Ian only, in agreement with what Joscphus here affirms of 
him. 
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others, and particularly that caDed Corban; which oath can 
only be fotiixl among tne Jews, and declarea what a man may 
calf a tMng devaUd to God. Nor indeed was Herodotus of 
Halicamassus unacquainted with our nation^ but mentions it 
after a way of his own, when he saith thus, in the second 
book concerning the Colchians. His words are these : ^' The 
only people who were circumciaed in their privy members 
originally, were the Colchians, the Egyptians, and the £thio» 
pans; but the Phenicians, and those Syrians that are in . 
Palestine, confess that they learned it from the Egyptians* 
And for those Syrians who live about the rivers Thermodon 
and Parthenius, and their neighbours the Macrones, they say 
they have lately learned from the Colchians ; for these are 
the only people that are circumcised among mankind, and 
appear to have done the very same thing wiu the Egyptians. 
But as far the Egj^ptians and Ethiopians themselves, I am 
not able to say which of them received it from the other.* 
This therefore is what Herodotus says, that *' the Syrians 
that are in Palestine are circumcised.^ But there are no 
inhabitants of Palestine that are circumcised excepting the 
Jews ; and therefore it must be his knowledge of them that 
enabled him to speak so much concerning them. Cherilus* 
also, a still ancienter writer and a poet, makes mention of 
our nation, and informs us, that it came to the assistance of 
king Xerxes, in his expedition against Greece. For in his 

* Whediflr tbtft nmM of Cberihts, tbt betdiai poet, io tho days of Xcrxtt, 
Wloog to tbt Solymi in Fiaidim, that wcr« mat a onaU kke* oi to tho J«ir» 
that dwelt on the Soljmiean or Jonualem moontaint, near the great and broad 
lake Atphaltitifl, that were a ftraoge people, and spoke the PbenieiaB tongue^ 
» not agreed on by the learned. It b yet oettain, that Joscphns hero, and Eu* 
sebtus, Prsp. is. 9, p. 412* took them to be Jews i and I confess I cannot but 
very much iodine to the same opinion. The other Solymi were not a stiango 
people, but heathen idolators, like the other parts of Xenus*s amnr ; and that 
these Jpake the Phenieian tongue, is next to imponible, as the Jews certainljr 
did ; nor is tliere the least efUcnce Ibt it cUewhersi Nor was dia lake adjoin* 
ing to the mountains of the Solymi at all laige u liroad, in comparison of tbr 
Jewish lake Asphaltitis ; nor indeed were toose so considerable a people as tho 
Jews, nor so like to be desired by Xencs fbr his army as the Jews, to wbons 
he was always Tcry fiivoumble. As lor the rest of Cherilns's description, il«# 
tkeir keadt were eeoty ; thai tk^ kmd rommd mmret en tiecr kttdt ; that tkmr 
keadM andfacci wen like natty Aorse-Arod!», wkick had been hardened in the 
emoke ; these awkward characters probably fitted the Solymi of Piiidla no better 
than they did the Jews in Jodea. And indeed diis reproachful langmge here 
given these people is to me a strong indication that they were the poor despicablr 
Jews, and not the Pisidian Solymi cdebiated in Homer, whom Cherilus here 
describes ; nor are we to expect that ather Cherilus or Hecateus, or any other 
pagan writers dted by Josepbns and Ensebius, made no mistakes in die Jewirir 
history. If, by comparing their testhnonies with the mors autbentie recotda of 
that nation, we find them, for the main, to ooofirm the same, as we always do, 
we ought to be satisfied, and not to expoet that they ever had an exact knowled^ 
of all the drcumstances of the Jewish aflOdrs, whidi indeed it was almost always 
fbr them to hafOb Sao sect 18. 
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enumeration of all those natioDs, he last of all inserts ours 
amor^ the rest, when he says, *' At the last there passed over 
a people, wonderful to be beheld; for they spake the Phcu 
nidan tongue with their mouths; they dwelt in the Solymean 
mounta'ms, near a broad lake ; their heads were sooty ; they 
had round rasures on them ; their heads and faces were like 
nasty horseheads also, that hadl)een hardened in the smoke.^ 
I think, therefore, that it is evident to every body, that Che* 
rilus means us, because the Solymean mountains are in our 
country, wherein we inhabit ; as is also the lake called As^ 
phaUHiB^ for this is a broader and larger lake than any other 
that is in Syria; and thus does Cheril us make mention of 
us. But now that not only the lowest sort of the Grecians, 
but those that are had in the greatest admiration for their 
philosophic improvements among them, did not only know 
the Jews, but when they lighted upon any of them admired 
them also, it is easy for any one to know. For Clearchus, 
who was the scholar of Aristotle, and inferior to no one of 
the peripatetics whomsoever, in his first book concerning 
sleep, says, that *' Aristotle his master related what follows, 
of a Jew,^ and sets down Aristotle^s own discourse with hinu 
The account is this, as written down by him : \^ Now for a 
great part of what this Jew said, it would be too long to re- 
dte it; but what includes in it both wonder and philosophy, 
it may not be amiss to discourse of. Now that I may be 
plain with thee, Hyperochides, I shall herein seem to thee 
ta relate wonders, and what will resemble dreams them- 
selves. Hereupon Hyperochides answered modestly, and 
said, For that very reason it is, that all of us are very de- 
sirous of hearing what thou art going to say. Then replied 
Aristotle^ For this cause it will be the best way to imitate 
that rule of the rhetoricians, which requires us first to give 
an account of the man, and of what nation he was, that so 
we may not contradict our master'^s directions. Then said 
Hyperochides, Go on, if it so pleases thee. This man then 
[answered Aristotle] was by birth a Jew, and came from 
Coelesyria ; these Jews are derived from the Indian philo- 
sophers ; they are named by the Indians Calami^ and by the 
Syrians Jtidcei, and took ,their name from the countiy they 
iimabit, which is called Judea; but for the name of their 
city, it is a very awkward one, for they call it Jerusalem. 
Now this man, when he was hospitably treated by a great 
many, came down from the upper country to the places 
near the sea, and became a Grecian, not only in his lan- 
guage^ but in his soul also ; insomuch that when we our- 
selves happened to be in Asia about the same places whither 
he came, ne conversed with us, and with otiier philosophic 
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cal persons, and made a trial of our skill in philosophy ; 
and as he had lived with many learned men, he communi- 
cated to us more information than he recrived from us."^ 
This is Atistotle^s account of the matter, as given us by 
Clearchus ; which Aristotle discoursed also particularly of 
the great and wonderful fortitude of this Jew m his diet and 
continent way of living, as those that please may learn more 
about him from Clearchus^s book itself; for I avoid setting 
down any more than is sufficient for my purpose. Now 
Clearchus said this by way of digression, for nis main design 
was of another nature. But for Hecateus of Abdera, who 
was both a philosopher and one very useful in an active life^ 
he was contemporary with king Alexander in his youth, and 
afterwards was with Ptolemy, the son of Lagus ; he (]id not 
write about the Jewish affairs by-the-bye only, biit composed 
an entire book concerning the Jews themselves, out of which 
book I am willing to run over a few things, of which I have 
been treating, by way of epitome. And, in the first place^ I 
will demonstrate the time when this Hecateus lived ; for he 
mentions the fight that was between Ptolemy and Demetrius 
about Gaza, which was fought on the eleventh year after tho 
death of Alexander, and on the hundred and seventeenth 
olympiad, as Castor says in his history. For when he had set 
down this olympiad,- he says farther, that ^^ On this olympiad, 
Ptolemy the son of Lagus beat in battle Demetrius the son 
of Antigonus, who was named Poliorcetes^ at Gaza. Now 
it is agreed by all, that Alexander died on the hundred and 
fourteenth olympiad ; it is therefore evident, that our nation 
flourished in his time, and in the time of Alexander. Again 
Hecateus says, to the same purpose, as follows-: ^^ Ptolemy 
got possession of the places in Syria after the battle of Gaza ; 
and many, when they heard of Ptolemy^s moderation and 
humanity, went along with him to Egypt, and were willing 
to assist him in his affairs ; one of wnich,^ Hecateus says, 
*^ was Hezekiah,* the high-priest of the Jews ; a man of 
about sixty-six years of age, and in great dignity among his 
own people. He was a very sensible man, and conld speak 
very movingly, and was very skilful in the management of 
affairs, if any other man ever were so ; although, as he says, 
all the priests of the Jews took tithes of the products of the 
earth, and managed public affairs, and were in number not 
above fifteen hundred at the most.^ Hecateus mentions this 
Hezekiah a second time, and says, that ^^ As he was pos- 

* This Hezekiah, who is here called a high-priett, is not named in Jo8q>hus*a 
catalogue ; the real high-priest at that tfane being rather Ooiai, as Archbishop 
Usher supposes. Howerer, Josephus often uses the word high^priest in the 
plural number, as living manj at the lame time. See the note on Antiq. B. 
zx. ch. Tiit sect 8. 
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sesaed of so great a digmty,'and was become familiar with vm. 
80 did he take certain of those that were with him, and ex* 
plained to them all the circumstances of their people ; for he 
nad all their habitations andp(riity down in writing.*" More- 
over, Hecatens declares again, '^ What regard we have for 
our laws, and that we resolve to endure any thing rather than 
transgress them, because. we think it right for us to do so.^ 
Whereupon he adds, that *< Although they are in a bad re* 
putation among their neighboun, and among all those that 
come to them, and have been often treated injuriously by the 
kings and governors of Persia, yet can they not be dissuaded 
from acting what they think best ; but that when they are 
stripped on this account, and have torments, inflicted upon 
them, • and they are brought to the most terrible kinds of 
death, they meet them after an extraordinary manner beyond 
all other people, and will not renounce the religion of their 
forefathers.*** Hecateus also produces demonstrations not a 
few of this their resolute tenaciousness of their laws, when he 
speaks thus : ^^ Alexander was once at Babylon, and had an 
intention to rebuild the temple of Belus tiiat was fallen tct 
decay ; and in order thereto, he commanded all his soldiers in 
general to bring earth thither; but the Jews, and they only, 
would not comply with that command ; nay, they underwent 
stripes and great losses of what they had on this account, till 
the king forgave them, and permitted them to live in quiet** 
He adds farther, that ** When the Macedonians came to them 
into that country, and demolished the [old] temples and the 
altars, they assisted them in demolishing them all ;* but [for 
not assisting them in rebuilding them] tney either underwent 
losses, or sometimes obtained fore^veness.^ He adds farther, 
that ^* these men desen^ed to be admired on that account.^ 
He also speaks of the mighty populousness of our nation, 
and says, that ^' The Persians formerly carried away many 
ten thousands of our people to Babylon ; as also, that not a 
few ten thousands were removed, after Alexander**s death, into 
Egypt and Phenicia, by reason of the sedition that was arisen 
in Syria.*** The same person takes notice in his history, how 
large the country is which we inhabit, as well as of its exoeU 
lent character, and says, that *' The land in which the Jews 
inhabit contfdns three millions of arour8e,*(- and is generally of 



* So I nod the text with H»Tefounp, though the piece be difficult* 
*)- This number of arouras or Egjrptiui acres, 3,000,000, each aroursB con. 
taining a square of 100 Egyptian cubits (being about three quartets of an 
English acre, and just twice the area of the court of the Jewish tabemads), 
at contained in the country of Judca, will be about one^thitd of the eocire 
number of arours in the wh<^ land of Judea, luppoaing it 160 meeewred 
miles long, and 70 buch miles broad ; which estimation, for the fruitful paita 
of it, as perhaps here in Hecateus, is not therefore very wide from the truth. 
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a most excellent and most fruitful soil ; nor is Judea itself of 
lesser ^menoions.^ The same man describes our dty Jeru* 
salem also itself, as of a most excellent structure^ and very 
lai^, and inhabited from the most ancient times. He also 
discourses of the multitude of men in it, and of the construc- 
tion of our temple, after the following manner : *^ There are 
many strong places and villages,'" he says, ^^ in the country of 
Judea ; but one strong city there is, about fifty furlongs in 
drcumference,* which is inhabited by an hundred and twenty 
thousand men, or thereabout;* they call it Jerusalem. There 
is about the middle of the city a wall of stone, whose length 
is five hundred feet, and breadth an hundred cubits, with 
double cloisters ; wherein there is a square altar, not made of 
hewn stone, but composed of white stones gathered together, 
having each side twenty cubits long, and its altitude ten 
cubits. Hard by it b a large edifice, wherein therfe is an altar 
and a candlesUck both of gold, and in weight two talents : 
upon these there is a light that is never extinguished either by 
night or by day. There is no image, nor any thing, ndr any 
donations therein; nothing at all is there planted, neither 

Eove, nor any thing of that sort. The priests abide therein 
th nights and days, performing certmn purifications, and 
drinking not the least drop of wine while they are in the 
temple.^ Moreover he attests, that we Jews went as auxiU- 
aries along with lung Alexander, and after him with his suc- 
cessors. I will add farther what he says he learned, when he 
was himself with the same army, concerning the actions of a 
man that was a Jew. His woixls are these: ** As I was my 
self going to the Red Sea, there followed us a man whose 
name was MoaoUam : he was one of the Jewisli horsenien who 
conducted us : he was a person of great courage, of a strong 
body, and by all allowed to be the most skilful archer that 
was either among the Greeks or barbarians. Now this man. 

The 50 furlingt in eompalt for the ckj JeruMdam pifieQtlj are not yerj wide 
ftom the truth abo, as Jofcmhaa himself describes it, who. Of the War, JBL y. 
ch. IT. sect 3, makes its wall 33 farlongs. besides the suburbs and gardens ; nay, 
he says, B. ▼. eh. xii. sect 2, that Titos*! wall about it, at some niaU distenoe, 
after the gardens and auburbs were deitfojed, was not kss than 30 ftntongs. 
Nor perhaps were its constant inliahitants, in the days of Hecateus, many vatm 
than these 120,000, because room was always to be left for vastly greater nam* 
bers which came up at tfie three great festivals ; to say nothing of the ptobable 
increase in their number between tlie day* of Hecateus and Josephus, which waa 
at least 300 years. But see a more autheotic acceunt of some of these mea- 
sures in my description of the Jewish temples. Howejrer, we are not to eipect 
that such heathetis as Cherilus or Hecateus, or the rest that are dted by Jose- 
phus and Eusebius, could avoid making many mistakss in the Je^idi history^ 
while yet they strongly confirm the same history in the general, and are most 
valuable attestations to those more antlMBlk aeooonts we have in the Scriptum 
and Josephus oonceming them. 

* See preceding note. 
VOL. IV. TT 



806 FJLATIUS JOSEPHUS BOOK* f« 

88 people were* in great numbers pasung akng the road, and 
a certain augur was observing an augury by a bird, and re- 
quiring them all to stand still, inquired what they staid for P' 
Hereupon the augur shewed him the bird from whence he 
took his augurV) and told him, that if the bird staid where h& 
was, they ou^ht all to stand still, but that if he got up, and 
flew onward ttiey must go forward ; but that if he flew back- 
ward, they must retire again. Mosollain made no reply, but 
drew his bow, and shot at the bird, and hit him, and killed 
him ; and as the augur and some others were very angry, and 
wished imprecations upon him, he answered them thus : Why 
are you so mad as to take this most unhappy bird -into your 
hands ? For how can this Inrd give us any true information 
concerning our march, who could not foresee how to save 
himself? for had he been able to foreknow what was future, 
he would not have come to this place, but would have been 
airaid, lest MosoUam the Jew snould shoot at him and Idll 
him.*" But of HecateusV testimonies we have said enougl^ 
for as to such as desire to know more of them, they may eanly 
obtain them from his book itself; However, I shall not think 
k too much for me to name Agatharcides, as having made 
mention of us Jews, though in way of derision at our simpli- 
eity , as he supposes it to be ; for when he was discoursing of the 
affairs of Stratonice, ^^ How she came put of Macedonia into 
Syria, and left her husband Demetrius, while yet Seleucus 
would not marry her as she expected, but, during the time of 
his raising an army at Babylon, stirred up a sedition about 
Antioch ; and how after that the king came back, and upon 
his taking of Antioch, she fled to Seleucia, and bad it in bar 
power to sail away inunediately, yet did she comply with a 
dream which forbade her so to aq, and so was cauflht and 
put to death.^ When Agatharcides had premised this story, 
and had jested upon Stratonice for her superstition, he gives 
a like example of what was reported concerning us, and 
writes thus : *^ There are a people called JewSf and dwell in 
a city the strongest of all other cities, which the inhabitants 
call Jerusalem^ and are accustomed to rest on every seventh 
day ; * on which times they make no use of their arms, nor 
meddle with husbandry, nor take care of any affairs of life, 
but spread out their hands in their holy places, and pray till 
tbe evening. Now it came to pass, that when Ptolemy the 
son of La^us came into this city with his army, that these 
men, in observing this mad custom of thdrs, instead of 
guarding^he dty, suffered their country to suhnut itself to a 

* A glofioofl tettimooy diia of tbs ohfanrttkm of the Sabhoth bj tlio Jevt* 
SeeAntiq.B. xvi. ch. u. scjpk 4 ; ch.n.iect2; the lift^ soot 64 ; and War^ 
B. iT« ch* Ik. lecu 12. 
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bitter lord ; and their law* was openly proved to have com- 
manded a foolish practice. This accident taught all other 
men but the Jews to disregard such dreams as these were, 
and not to follow the like idle suggestions delivered as a law, 
when, in such uncertainty of human reasonings, they are at 
a loss what they should ao.*^ Now this our procedure seems 
a ridiculous thing to Agatharcides, but will appear, to such 
as consider it without prejudice, a great thing, and what de- 
served a great many encomiums ; I mean, when certain men 
constantly prefer the observation of their laws and their 
religion towards Grod, before the preservation of themselves 
and their country. 

S8. Now that some writers have omitted to mention our 
niEition, not because they knew noticing of us, but because 
they envied us, or for some other unjustifiable reasons, I 
think I can demonstrate by particular instances ; for Hietx>ni. 
mus, who wrote the history of [Alexander's] successors, lived 
at the same time with Hecateus, and was a friend of king 
Antigonus, and president of Syria. Now it b plain that He- 
cateus wrote an entire book concerning us, while Hieronimus 
never mentions us in his history, although he was bred up 
very near to the places where we live. Thus different from 
one another are the inclinations of men ; while the one 
thought we deserved to be careftiUy remembered, as some 
ill-disposed passion blinded the other^s mind so entirely thait 
he could not discern the truth. And now certainly the fore- 
going records of the Egyptians, and Chaldeans, and Phehi^ 
eians, together with so many of the Greek writers, will be 
sufficient for the demonstration of our antiquity. Moreover, 
besides those forementioned, Theophilus and Theodotus, and 
Mnaseas, and Aristophanes, and Hermogenes, Euhemerus 
also, and Conon, and Zopyrion, and perhaps many others, 
(for I have not lighted upon all the Greek books) have made 
distinct mention of us. It is triie many of the men before 
mentioned have made great mistakes about the true accounts 
of our nation in the earliest times, because they had not 
perused our sacred books ; yet have they all of them afforded 
their testimony to our antiquity, concerning which I am now 
treating. However, Demetrius Phalereus, and the elder 
Philo, with Eupolemus, have not greatly missed the truth 
about our affairs ; whose lesser mistakes ought therefore to 
be forgiven them ; for it was not in their power to under<» 
stand our writings with the utmost accuracy. 

S4. One particular there is still raniuning behind of what 
I at iirst proposed to speak to, and that is, to demonstrate 

■ Not their law, but th^ superstitioaa intcfpretAtion of their le«df rf , which 
neither the Maccabees nor our blessed Saviour aid ever approve of. 

X 2 
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that those calumnies and reproaches which some have throwtt 
upon our nation, are lies, and to make use of those writerai^ 
own testimonies against themselves ; and that in general thi» 
self-contradiction hath happened to many other authors, by 
reason of their ill will to some people, I conclude is not un- 
known to such as have read histones with sufficient care ; for 
some of them have endeavoured to disgrace the nobility of 
certain nations, and of some of the most glorious cities, and 
have cast reproaches upon certain forms of governments 
Thus hath Theopompus abused the city of Auiens, Poly- 
erates that of Laoedemon, as hath he that wrote the Tripo- 
liticus (for he is not Theopompus, as is supposed by some) 
done by the city of Thebes^ Timeus also hatk gready abused 
the foregmn^ people,. and others also; and this ill treatment 
tiiey use chiefly when they have a contest with men of the 
greatest reputation; some out of envy and malice, and others 
as supposing that, by this foolish tallung of theirs, they may 
be thought worthy of being remembered themselves ; and in- 
deed they do by no- means fail of their hopes, with r^ard to 
the fooli^i' part of mankind, but men of sober judgment still 
condemn them of great malignity. 

25. Now the Egyptians were the first that cast reproaches 
upon us ; in order to please which nation, some others under- 
took to pervert the truth, while they would neither own that 
our forefathers came into Egypt from another country ,^ as the 
fact was, nor give a true account of our departure thence. 
And indeed the Egyptians took many occasions to hate us 
and envy us : in the nrst place, because our ancestors * had 
bad the dominion over their country* and when they were 
delivered from them, and gone to tneir own country again^ 
they lived there in prosperity. In the next place, the dif- 
ference of our rehgion from theirs hath occasioned great 
enmity between us, wliile our way of divine worship did as 
much exceed that which their laws appointed, as aoes the 
nature of Grod exceed that of brute beasts ; for so far they all 
agree through the whole country, to esteem sudb animals as 
gods, although thev differ from one another in the peculiar 
worship they severally pay to them. And certsdnly men they 
are entirely of vain ana ioolish minds, who have thus aocus« 
tomed themselves from the beginning to have such bad no- 
tions concerning their gods^ and could not think of imitatinjE 
that decent form of divine worship which we made use of^ 
though, when they saw our institutions approved of by many 
others, they could not but envy us on that account; for some 
pf them have proceeded to that degree of folly and meanness 

* The Phenician shepherdi, whom Joeephus mit took fiv tfie lancKteti See 
the note on sect. 16. 



BOOK I. AISAINST APION. S09 

in their conduct, as not to scniple to contradict their own 
ancient records ; nay, to contradict themselves also in their 
writings; and yet were so blinded by their passions as not 
to discern it. 

26. And now I will turn my discourse to one of their prin- 
cipal writers, whom I have a little before made use of as a 
witness to our antiquity ; I mean Manetho.* He promised 
to interpret the Egyptian history out of their sacred writings, 
and premised this^ that ^^ Our people had come into Egypt, 
many ten thousands in number, ana subdued its inhabitants;*^ 
and when he had farther confe»Bed that ^^ we went out of that 
country afterward, and settled in that country which is now 
called Judea^ and there built Jerusalem and its temple.*^ 
Now thus far iie followed liis ancient records ; but after this 
he permits himself, in order to appear to have written what 
rumours and reports passed abroaa about the Jews, and intro- 
duces incredible narrations, as if he would have the Egyptian 
multitude, that had the leprosy and other distempers^ to have 
been mixed with us, as he says they were, and -that they were 
condemned to fly out of Egypt together ; for he mentions 
Amenophis, a fictitious king^s name, thoMgh on that account 
he durst not set down the number of years of his reign, whidb 

Jet he had acurately done as to the other kin^ he mentions: 
e then ascribes certain fabulous stories to this king^ as hav- 
ing in a manner forgotten how he had already related that 
the departure of the shepherds for Jerusalem nad been five 
hundred and eighteen years before ; for Tethmosis was king 
when they went away. Now, from his da/s^ the reigns of the 
intermediate kings, according to Maaetho, amounted to three 
hundred and ninety-rthree years, as be says himself, till the two 
brothers, Sethos and Hermeus ; the one of which, Sethos, 
was called by that other name of Egvptus^ and die other, 
Hermius, by that of Danaui. He also says, that Sethos 
cast the other out of Egypt, and reigned fifty-nine years, as 
•did his eldest son Rhampses, reign after him sixty-aix years. 
When Manetho, therefore, had acknowledged that our fore- 
fathers were gone out of Egypt so many years ago, he intro- 

'* I» Tetdhig (hia aad the renuintiig teefiont of diis iMok, and looie paru 
•f the next, one msj euflj perodTe that oar ofiullj ood aad audid autboct 
Joflcphus, was too hi^y offended with the impudent calumnica of Manothc^ 
and the other bitter enemies of the Jews, with whom he had now to ded, and 
was thereby betrayed into a greater heat and pssion than ordinary ; and that by 
eonsequenoe he does not here reason with m» usual fiuraess and impartiality i 
he aeems to depart sometimes faom .the Inrevity and sincerity of a faithful hia^ 
toiian, which is his grand character, and indulges the prolixity and colours of a 
pleader and a disputant : acoordin^y, I confess I always read these sections with 
less pleasure than I do the rest 4if his writings, though I fully beUere the re- 
pBMches cast on the Jews, which he here endeaToaoi to confute and exposei 
were whoDy groundless and nnieawnablc* 
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duces his fictitious king, Amenophis, and says thiis : *^ This; 
king was desirous to become a spectator of the gods^ as had 
OruS) one of his predecessors in that kingdom, desired the 
same before him; tie also communicated that his desire to his 
nameisake Amenophis, who was the son of Papis, and one 
that seemed to partake of a divine nature, both as to wisdom 
and the knowledge of futurities.^ Manetho adds, ^^ how this 
namesake of his told him' that he miffht see the gods, if be 
would clear the whole country of the lepers, and of the other 
impure people: that the king was pleased with this injunction, 
and got together all that had any defects in their bodies out 
of Egypt, and that their number was eighty thousand, whom 
he sent to those quarries which are on the east side of the 
Nile, that they might work in them, and might be separated 
from the rest of the Egyptians.*^ He says farther, that " There 
were some of the learned priests that were polluted with the 
leprosy; but that still this Amenophis, the wise man and the 
prophet, was afraid that the gods would be angry at him and 
at the king, if there should appear to have bieen violence 
offered them; who also added this farther [out of his sagacity 
about futurities] that certain people would come to the assist- 
ance of these polluted wretches, and would conquer Egypt, 
and keep it in their possession thirteen years: that, however, 
he durst not tell the king of these things, but that.he left a 
writing behind him about all those matters, and then slew 
himself, which made the king disconsolate.^ After which he 
writes thus verbatim : *^ After those that were sent to work in 
the quarries had continued in that miserable state for a long 
while, the king was desired that he would set apart the city 
of Avaris, which was then left desolate of the shepherds, for 
their habitation and protection; which desire be granted 
them. Now this city, according to the ancient theolo^, waa 
Trypho^s city. But when these men were gotten into it, and 
found the place fit for a revolt, they appointed themselves 
a ruler out of the priests of Heliopohs, whose name was 
Osarsiph, and they took their oaths that they would be 
obedient to him in all things. He then, in the first place, 
made this law for them, that they should neither worship the 
Egyptian gods, nor should abstain from any one of ^Uiose 
sacred animals which they have in the highest esteem, but 
kill and destroy them all ; that they should join themselves to 
nobody but to those that were of this confederacy. When he 
had made such laws as these, and many more such as were 
mainly opposite to the customs of the Egyptians,* he gave 

* This 18 a very valuable testimony of Manetho, tlmt the hiwg of Onniph, 
or Aloees, were not made in compliance whli, but in opposition to the cnatonu 
of the Egyptians. See the note on Aotiq. B. ni. di. iriih icct. 9. 
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t>rder that tliey should uae the multitude of the hands they 
had in building walb about their city, and make themselves 
ready for a war with kins Amenophis ; while he did himself 
take into his friendship the other priests and those that were 
polluted with them, and sent ambiusadors to those shepherds 
who had been driven out of the knd by Tethmosis to the city 
called Jerusalem ; whereby he informed them of his own af- 
fiurs, and of the state of those others that had been treated 
after such an ignominious manner, and desired that they 
ahould come witn one consent to his assistance in this war 

Xinst Egypt He also promised that he would, in the first 
^ :e, bring them back to their ancient city and country 
Avaris, and provide a plentiful maintenance for their multi- 
tude ; tirnt he would protect them and fight for them as oc- 
casion should require, and would easily reduce the country 
under their dominion. These shepherds were all very glad 
of this message, and came away with alacrity altogether, being 
in number two hundred thousand men, and in a little time 
they came to Avaris. And now A raenopliis, the king of 
Egjrpt, upon his bein^ informed of their invasion, was in 
great confusion, as calling to mind what Amenophis the son 
of Papis had foretold him ; and, in the first place, he assem* 
bled the multitude of the Egyptians, and took counsel with 
their leaders, and sent for their sacred animals to him, espe- 
<ually for those that were principally worsliipped in the tem^ 
pies ; and gave a particular charge to the jpnests distinctly, 
that they should hide the images of their gods with the 
utmost care. He also sent his soi> Sethos, who was also 
named RamesseSj from his father Rhampses, being but five 
years old, to a friend of his. He then passed on with the rest 
of the Efi^tians, being three hundred iliousand of the most 
warlike <» them, against the enemy, who met them. Yet did 
he not join battle with them ; but thinking that would be to 
fight against the gods, he returned back, and came to Mem- 
is; where he took Apis and the other sacred animals which 
e had sent for to him, and presently marched into Ethiopia, 
together with his whole army and multitude of Egyptians; 
for the king of Ethiopia was under an obligation to him, on 
which account he received him, and took care of all the mul- 
titude that was with him, while the country 8up})lied all that 
was necessary for the food of the men. He also allotted cities 
and villages for this exile, that was to be from its beginning 
during those fatally determined thirteen years. Moreover, he 
pitched a camp for his Ethiopian army, as a guard to king 
Amenophis, upon the borders of Egypt. And this was the 
state of things m Ethiopia. But for tiie people of Jerusalem, 
when they came down together with the polluted Egyptians, 
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tbey treated the men in such a barbaroiM manner, that those 
who saw how they subdued the forementioned country, and 
the horrid wickeaness they were guilty of, thought it a most 
dreadful thing; for they did not only set the cities and villages 
on fire, but were not satisfied till they had been guilty of sa- 
crilege, and destroyed the images of the gods, and used them 
in roasting of those sacred animals that used to be worshipped, 
and forced the priests and prophets to be the executioners 
and murderers of those animals, and then ejected them naked 
out of the country. It was also reported that the priest who 
ordained their polity and their laws was by birth of Helio- 
polis, and his name Osarsiphj from Osyris, who was the god 
of Heliopolis ; but that, when he was gone oyer to these peo. 
pie, his name was changed, and he was called Moaes^* 

27. This is what the Egyptians relate about the Jews, with 
much more, which I omit lor the sake of brevity. But still 
Manetho goes on, that ^^ After this Amenophis returned back 
from Ethiopia with a great army, as did nis son Rhampses 
with another army also; and that both of them joined battle 
with the shepherds and the polluted people, and beat them, 
and slew a great many of them, ana pursued them to the 
bounds of Syria.^ These and the like accounts are written 
by Manetho. But I will demonstrate that he trifles, and tells 
arrant lies, after I have made a distinction which will relate 
to what I am going to say about him ; for this Manetho had 
granted and confessed tnat this nation was not originally 
Egyptian, but that they had come from another country, and 
subdued Egypt, and tnen went away again out of it. But 
that those Egyptians who were thus diseased in their bodies 
were not mingled with us afterward, and that Moses who 
brought the people out was not one of that company, but 
lived many generations earlier, I shall endeavour td demon* 
strate from Manetho^s own accounts themselves. 

^. Now, for the first occasion of this fiction, Manetho 
supposes what is no better than a ridiculous thing; for he 
says that ^^ King Amenophis desired to see the gods.^ What 
gods, I pray, did he desire to see? If he meant the gods whom 
their laws ordained to be worsliipped, the ox, the goat, the 
crocodile, and the baboon, he saw them already ; but for the 
heavenly gods, how could he see them, and what should oc- 
casion this his desire ? * To be sure it was because another 
king before him had already seen them. He had then been 
informed what sort of gods they were, and after what manner 
they had been seen, insomuch that he did not stand in need 
of any new artifice for obtaining this sight. However, the 
prophet, by who^e pieans the king thought to compass his 

• G^ " by Jupiter." 
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design, was a wise man. If so, how came he not to know 
diat such bis desire was impossible to be accomplished ? for 
the event did not succeed. And what pretence could there 
be to suppose that the gods would not be seen by reason 
of the peoples^ maims in their bodies or leprosy ? for the gods 
are not angry at the imperfection of bodies, but at wicked 
practices : and as to eighty thousand lepers, and* those in an 
ill state also, how is it possible to have them gathered toge- 
ther in one day ? nay, now came the king not to comply with 
the prophet ? for his injunction was, that those who were 
maimed should be expelled out of Egypt, while the king only 
sent them to work in the quarries, as if he were rather in 
want of labourers than intended to pur^ his country. He 
says farther, that ^^ this prophet slew himself, as foreseeing 
the anger of the gods, and tnose events which were to come 
upon Egjrpt afterward ; and that he left this prediction for 
the king in writing.^ Besides, how came it to pass that this 
prophet did not foreknow his own death at the first ? nay, 
now came he not to contradict the king in his desire to see the 
gods, immediately ? how came that unreasonable dread upon 
him of judgments that were not to happen in his life-time.^ 
or what worse thing could he suffer, out of the fear of which 
he made haste to kill himself? But now let us see the silliest 
thing of all: the king, although he had been informed of these 
things, and terrified with the fear of what was to come, yet 
did not he even then eject these maimed people out of his 
country, when it had been foretold him that he was to clear 
Egypt of them; but, as Manetho says, ^^ He then, upon their 
request, gave them that city to inhabit which had formerly 
belonged to the shepherds, and was called Avaris; whither 
when they were gone in crowds,^ he says, ^' they chose one 
that had formerfy been priest of Heliopolis ; and that this 
priest first ordained that they should neither worship the gods, 
nor abstain from those animals that were worshipped by the 
Egyptians, but should kill and eat them all, and should asso- 
ciate Mrith nobody but those that had conspred with them ; 
and that he bound the multitude by oaths to be sure to coiu 
tinue in those laws ; and that when he had built a wall about 
Avaris, he made war against the king.^ Manetho adds also, 
that *^ This priest sent to Jerusalem to invite that people to 
eome to his assistance, and promised to give them Avaris ; 
for that it had belonged to the forefathers of those that were 
coming from Jerusalem; and that when they were come they 
made a war immediately against the king, and got possession 
of all Egypt." He says also, that " The Egyptians came 
with an army of two hundred thousand men, and that Ame- 
nophis the king of Egypt, not thinking that he ought to fight 
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against the gods, ran away presently into Ethiopia, and com- 
mitted Apis and certain other of their sacred animals to the 
priests, and commanded them to. take care* of preserving 
thera.^' He says farther, that ** The people of Jerusalem came 
accordingly upon the Egyptians, and overthrew their cities, 
and burnt their temples, and slew their horsemen, and in short 
abstained from no sort of wickedness nor barbarity. And for 
that priest who settled their polity and their laws,^ he says 
^* he was by birth of Heliopolis, and his name was Otars^hj 
from Osyris, the god of Heliopolis, but that he changed his 
name, and called nimself Moses.^ He then says, that *^ On 
the thirteenth year afterward, Amenophis, according to the 
fatal time of the duration of his misfortunes, came upon them 
out of Ethiopia with a great )irmy, and joining battle with 
the shepherds and with the polluted people, overcame them 
in battle, and slew a great many of them, and pursued them 
as far as the bounds of Syria.^ 

S9. Now Manetho does not reflect upon the improbability 
of his lie ; for the leprous people, and the multitude that was 
with them, although they might formerly have been angry at 
the king, and at those that had treated them so coarsely, and 
this according to the prediction of the prophet; yet certainly, 
when they were come out of the mines, and had recdved of 
the king a city, and a country, they would have grown milder 
towards him. However, had they ever so much hated him 
in particular, they might have laid a private plot against him- 
self, but would hardly have made war against all the Egyp^ 
tians ; I mean this on the account of the great kindred tney, 
who were so numerous, must have had among them. Nay 
still, if they had resolved to fight with the men, they would 
not have had impudence enough to fight with their gods; nor 
would they have ordained laws quite contrary to those of their 
own country, and to those in which they had been bred up 
themselves. Yet are we beholden to Manetho, that he does 
not lay the principal charge of this horrid transgrescoon upon 
tliose that came from Jerusalem, but says that the Egjrptians 
themselves were the most guilty, and that they were their 
priests that contrived these things, and made the multitude 
take their oaths for doing so. But still, how absurd is it to 
suppose that none of \hese people's own relations or friends 
should be prevailed with to revolt nor to undergo the hazards 
of war with them ? while these polluted people were forced 
to send to Jerusalem, and bring their auxiliaries from thence. 
What friendship, I pray, or what relation was there formerly 
between them that required this assistance ? On the contrary, 
these people were enemies, and greatly differed from them m 
their customs. He says indeed, that they complied imme* 
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diately, upon their promiwig them that they should conquer 
Egypt; as if they did not themselves very well know that 
country out of which they had been driven by force. Now 
had these men been in want, or lived miserably, perhaps they 
might have undertaken so hazardous an enterprise ; but aa 
they dwelt in a happy pity, and had a large country, and one 
better than Egypt itself, now came it about that, for the sake . 
of those that mia of old been their enemies, of those that wero 
maimed in their bodies, and of those whom none of their 
own relations would endure, they should run such hazards 
in assisting them ? For they could not f(H^see that the king 
would run away from^them : on the contrary he saidi himself 
that ^' Amenophis^s son had three hundred thousand men with 
him, and met them at Felusium.^ Now to be sure, those 
that came could not be ignorant of this ; but for the king^s 
repentance and flight, how could they possibly guess at it? 
He then says, that '* Those who came from Jerusalem, and 
made this invasion, got the granaries of Egypt into their po^ . 
session, and perpetrated many of the most horrid actions 
there.^ And thence he reproaches them, as though he had 
not himself introduced them as enemies, or as though he 
might accuse such as were invited from another place for so 
dcnng, when the natural Egyptians themselves had done the 
same things before their coming, and had taken oaths so to 
do. However, ^^Amenophis, some time afterward, came upon 
them, and conquered them in battle, and slew his enemies, 
and drove them before him as far as Syria ;^ as if Egypt 
were so easily taken by people that come from any place 
whatsoever, and as if those that had conquered it by war, 
when they were informed that Amenophis was alive, did nei« 
ther fortify the avenues out of Ethiopia into it, although they 
had great advantages- for doing it, nor did get their other 
forces ready for their defence ; but that ^* he followed them 
over the sandy desert, and slew them as far as Syria ;^ while 
yet it is not an easy thing for an army to pass over that coun* 
try, even without fighting. 

dO. Our nation therefore, according to Manetho, was not 
derived from Egypt, nor were any of the Egyptians mingled 
with us. For it is to be supposed that many of the leprous 
and distempered people were dead in the mines, since they 
had been there a long time, and in so ill a condition ; many 
others must be dead in the battles that happened afterward, 
and more still in the last battle and flight after it. 

31. It now remains that I debate with Manetho about 
Moses. Now the Egyptians acknowledge him to have been 
a wonderful and a divine person ; nay, tliey would willingly 
lay claim to him themselves, though after a most abusive and 
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incredible manner; and pretend that he was of HetiopoIiB, 
and one al the priests al that place, and was dected out of 
it among the rest, on account ot his leprosy ; although it had 
been demonstrated out of their records, that he fived five 
hundred and eighteen years earlier, and ^en brought our 
forefathers out at Egypt into the country that is now inha- 
bited by us. But now that he was not subject in his body to 
any such calamity, is evident from what he himsdf tells us : 
for he forbade those that had the leprosy either to continue 
in a city or to inhabit in a village, but commanded that they 
should go about by themselves with their clothes rent; and 
declares that such as either touch them, or live under the 
same roof with them, should be esteemed imdean ; nay more, 
if any one of their disease be healed, and he recover his na- 
tural constitution again, he appointed them certain purifica- 
tions, and washings with sprii^^ water, and the shaving off 
all their hair ; and enjoins that they shall offer many sacri. 
fices, and those of several kinds, and tlien, at length, to be 
admitted into the holy city ; although it were to be expected 
that, on the contrary, if he had been under the same calamity, 
he should have taken care of such persons beforehand, and 
have had them treated afier a kinder manner, as affected with 
a concern for those that were to be under the like misfortunes 
with himself. Nor was it only those leprous people for whose 
sake he made these laws, out also for such as should be 
maimed in the smallest part of their body, who yet are not 
permitted by him to officiate as priests ; nay, although any 

griest, already initiated, should have sudi a odamity fall upon 
im afterward, he ordered him to be deprived of his honour 
of officiating. How can it then be supposed that Moses 
should ordain such laws against himself, to his own reproach 
and damage who so ordained them ? Nor indeed is that other 
notion of Manetho^s at all probable, wherein he relates the 
change of his name, and says, that '^ he was form^ly called 
Osarsiph ;^ and this a name no way agreeable to the other, 
while his true name was MouseSj and signifies a person who 
is preserved out of the water ; for the Egyptians call water 
Mm. I think, therefore, I have made it sufficiently evident 
that Manetho, while he followed his ancient records, did not 
much mistake the truth of the history ; but that when he had 
recourse to fabulous stories, without any certiun author, he 
either forged them himself, without any probability, or else 
gave credit to some men who spake so out of their ill will 
to us. 

32. And now I have done with Manetho, I will inquire in* 
to what Cheremon says. For he also, when he pretended to 
write the Egyptian history, sets .down the same name for this 
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kiog that Manetho did, Amenophis, as also of his son Ra« 
messes, and then goes on thus: '* The goddess Isis appeared 
to Ainenophis in his sleep, and blamed him that her temple 
had been demolished in the war. Bat that Phritiphantes, 
the sacred scribe, said to him, that in case he wouki purge 
Egypt of the men that had pc^utions upon them, he sliouTd 
be no longer troubled with such frightful apparitions : that 
Amenophis accordingly chose out two hundred and fifty 
thousand of those that were thus diseased, and cast them out 
of the country : that Moses and Joseph were scribes, and 
Joseph was a sacred scribe : that their names were Egyptian 
originally ; that of Moses had been Tisithen, and that of Jo- 
seph Peteaeph: that these two came to Peluuum, and lighted 
upon three Hundred and eighty thousand that Imd been left 
tbere by Amenophis, he not being willing to carry them into 
Egypt : that these scribes made a league of friendship with 
them, and made with them an expedition against Egypt : that 
Amenophis could not sustain their attacks, but ned into 
Ethiopia, and left his wife with child behind him, who lay 
concealed in certain caverns, and there brought forth a son^ 
whose name was Messene ; and who, when he was grown up 
to man^s estate, pursued the Jews into Syria, being about 
two hundred thousand men, and then received his fither 
Amenojj^is out of Ethiopia.^ 

S3. This is the account Cheremon ^ves us. Now I take 
it for granted, that what I have saicT already hath plainly 
proved the falsity of both these narrations ; for had there been 
any real truth at the bottom, it was impossible that they s^uld 
so greatly disagree about the particulars^ But for those that 
invent lies, what they ^te will easily give us very difierent 
accounts, while they forge what they please out of their own 
heads^ Now Manetho says, that the king^s desire of seeing 
the gods was the origin of the cnection of the polluted peo« 
pie ; but Cheremon feigns that it was a dream of his own, 
sent upon him by Isis, that was the occasion of it. Manetho 
says, tnat the person who fcneahewed this purgation of Egfpt 
to the king was Amenophb ; but this man says it was Phri- 
tiphantes. As to the numbers of the multitude that were 
expelled, they agree exceedingly well,* the former reckoning 
them eighty thousand, ajid the latter about two hundred ana 
fifty thousand. Now for Manetho, he describes these poL 
luted persons as sent first tp work in the quarries, and says, 
that after that the city Avaris was given them for their habi- 
tation. As also he relates that it was not till after they had 
made war with the rest of the Egyptians, that they invited 
the people of Jerusalem to come to their assistance ; while 

* Bj wtj of iroDj, I suppose. 
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CheremoD isajs only, that thej were gone out of Egjrpt and 
lighted upon three hundred and eighty thousand men about 
Pelusium, who had been left there oy Amenophis, and so 
they invaded Egypt with them again ; that thereupon Ame. 
nophis fled into Etniopia. But then, this Cheremon commits 
a most ridiculous blunder in not informing us who this army 
of so many ten thousands were, or whence they came ; whe'> 
ther they were native Egyptians, or whether they came from 
a foreign country. Nor indeed has this man, who forged a 
dream from I sis about the leprous people, assigned the reason 
why the king would not bring them into Egypt. Moreover, 
Cheremon sets down Joseph as driven away at the same time 
with Moses, who yet died four generations* before Moses; 
which four generations make almost one hundred and seventy 
years. Besides all this, Harnesses, the son of AmenopMs, 
by Manctho^s account, was a jroung man, and assisted his 
father in his war, and left the country at the same time with 
him, and fled into Ethiopia. But Cheremon makes him to 
have been bom in a certain cave after his father was dead^ 
and that he then overcame the Jews in battle, and drove them 
into Syria, being in number about two hundred thousand. 
the levity of the man ! for he bad neither told us who these 
three hundred and eighty thousand were, nor bow the four 
hundred and thirty thousand perished ; whether they fell in 
war, or went over to Bamesses. And what is the strangest 
of all, it is not possible to learn out of him, who they were 
whoin he calls Jews, or to which of these two parties be ap. 
plies that denomination ; whether to the hunared and fifty 
thousand leprous peoplie, or to the three hundred and eighty 
thousand that were about Pelusium. But perhaps it will be 
looked upon as a silly thing in me to make any larger con- 
futation of such writers as sufficiently confute themselves ; 
for had they been only confuted by other men, it had been 
wore tolerame. 

84. I shall now add to these accounts about Manetho and 
Cheremon, somewhat about Lymmachus, who hath taken the 
same topic of falsehood with tiiose forementioned, but hath 
gone far beyond them in the incredible nature of bis forgeries; 
which plainly demonstrates that he contrived tliem out of his 
virulent hatred of our nation. His words are these: ^* The 
people of the Jews being leprous and scabby, and suhject to 
certain other kinds of distempers, in the days of Bocchoris, 
king of Egypt, they fled to the temples, and got their food 

* Here we lee thtt Josepbat cfteensed a generation between Joseph and Mosea 
to be about 48 or 43 yean ; which, if takes between the earliar childnoi well 
agices with the duration of human life in those ages. Sea AuUient. Rec Part 
iL page 9G6, 1019, 1020. 
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there by begging ; atid as the numbers were very great that 
Mrere faJlen under these diseases, there arose a scarcity in 
Egypt. Hereupon Bocchorls, the king of Egypt, sent some 
to consult the oracle of [Jupiter] Hammon about this scar- 
city. The god^s answer was this, that he must purge his 
temples of impure and impious men, by expelling them out 
of those temples into desert places ; but as to the scabby and 
leprous people, he must drown them, and purge his teinples, 
the sun naving-an indignation at these men'^s being suffered 
to live ; and by this means the land will bring forth its fruits. 
Upon Bocchoris^s having received these oracles, he called 
for their priests and the attendants upon their altars, and or- 
dered them to make a collection of the impure people, and 
to deliver them to the soldiers,, to carry them away into the 
desert, but to take the leprous people and wrap them in sheets 
of lead, and let them down into the sea. Hereupon the 
scabby and leprous people were drowned, and the rest were 
gotten together and sent into desert places, in order to be 
exposed to destruction. In this case they assembled them^ 
selves together, and took counsel what they should do, and 
determined that as the niffht was coming on, they should 
kindle fires and lamps, and Keep watch ; that they also should 
fast the next night, and propitiate the gods in order to obtain 
deliverance from them ; that on ihe next day there was one 
Moses who advised them that they should venture upon a 
journey, and ^ along one road, till they should come to places 
fit for habitation ; that he charged them to have no kind re- 
gards for any man, nor give good counsel to any, but always 
to advise them for the worst, and to overturn all those tenb- 
ples and altars of the gods they should meet with ; that the 
rest commended what he had said with one consent, and did 
what they had resolved on, and so travelled over the deserL 
But that the difficulties of the journey being over, they came 
to a country inhabited ; and that there they abused the men, 
and plundered and burnt their temj)les, and then came into 
that land wliich is called Judea; and there they built a dty^ 
and dwelt therein, and that their city was named Hierosyla^ 
from this their robbing of the temples ; but that still, upon 
the success they had afterwards, they in time changed its de- 
nomination, that it might not be a reproach to them, and call* 
ed the city Hieraaolymay and themselves HieraaoUfmiies.'" 

85. Now this man did not discover and mention the same 
king with the others, but fei^ed a newer name, and passing 
by the dream and the Egyptian prophet, he brings them to 
[Jupiter] Hammon, in order to g^n oracles about the scabby 
and leprous people ; for he says, that the multitude of Jews 
were gathered together at the temples. N6w it is uncertain 
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whether he ascribes this name to these lepers, or to those that 
were subject to such diseases among the Jewi^ only ; for he 
describes them as a people of the Jews. What people does 
he mean ? forei^ers, or those of that country ? Wny then 
dost thou call tnem Jews, if they were Egyptians'? But if 
they were foreigners, why dost tnou not tell us whence they 
came ? And how could it be that after the king had drowned 
many of them in the sea, and ejected the rest into desert 
places, there should be still so gr&at a multitude remaining ? 
Or after what manner did they pass over the desert, and get 
the land which we now dwell m, and build our city, and that 
temple which hath been so famous among all mankind ? And 
besides, he ought to have spoken more about our legislator 
than by giving us his bare name ; and to have informed us of 
what nation he was, and what parents he was derived from ; 
and to have assigned the reasons why he undertook to make 
such laws concerning the gods, and concerning matters of 
injustice with regard to men during that journey. For in 
case the people were by birth Egyptians, tney would not on 
B sudden have so easily changed the customs of their coun* 
try ; and in case they jbad been foreigners, they had, for oer- 
tain, some laws or other, which had been kept by them from 
long custom. It is true, that with regard to those who had 
ejected them, they might have sworn never to bear good will 
to them, and might have had a plausible reason for so dmng. 
But if these men resolved to wa^ an implacable war against 
all men, in case they had acted as wickedly as he relates of 
them, and this while they wanted the assistance of all men^ 
this demonstrates a kind of mad conduct indeed ; but not c^ 
the men themselves, but very greatly so of him that tells such 
lies about them. He hath also impudence enough to say, 
that a name implying robbers of the temples * was given to 
their city, and that Uiis name was afterward changed. The 
reason of which is plain, that the former name brought re- 
proach and hatred upon them in the times of their posterity, 
while it seems those that built the city thought they did 
honour to the city by giving it such a name. So we see thai 
this fine fellow had such an unbounded inclination to reproach 
us, that he did not understand that robbery of temples is not 
expressed by the same word and name among the Jews, as 
it IS among the Greeks. But why should a man say any more 
to a person who tells such impudent lies? However, since 
this book is arisen to a competent length, I will make another 
beginning, and endeavour to add what still remains to perfect 
my design in the following book. 

* That is the meaning of HUnmfla in Greek, rwl in Hebrew*. 
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1. In the former book, most honoured Epaphroditus, I 
lave demonstrated our antiquity, and confirmed the truth of 
what I have said, from the wntines of the Phenicians, and 
Chaldeans, and Egyptians. I naye moreoyer produced 
many of the Grecian writers as witnesses thereto. I haye 
also made a refutation of Manetho and Cheremon, and of 
certain others of our enemies. I shall now,* therefore, be- 
gin a confutation of the remAining authors who have written 
any thing against us : although I confess I have had a doubt 
upon me about Apionf the grammarian, whether I ought to 
take the trouble of confuting him or not ; for some of his 
writings contain much the same accusations which the others 
have laid against us ; some things that he hath added are very 
frigid and contemptible ; and ror the greatest part of what 
he says, it is very scurrilous ; and, to speak no more than the 
plain truth, it shews him to be a very unlearned person ; and 
>what he lays together looks like the work of a man of very 
bad morals, and of one no better in his whole life than a 
mountebank. Yet, because there are a great many men so 
very foolish that they are rather caught by such orationa 
than by what is written with care, and take pleasure in re* 

* The fonner ptrt of tbii teocmd book ii written agakiit the alamnice of 
Apioo, aod then, more bricflj, againit the like adumnice of AyoXUnaivf Molo* 
But afier that, Josqshus leaves off anj more particular reply to thoie adTenariea 
of the Jewi, and gives os a large and excellent description and vindication of 
thit theoeracj whvSi was settled for the Jewish nation bj Moies, their great le« 
giilator. 

t CaOed by Tiberias, Cjfwialwn Mvndi, the Dmm of the World. 
VOL. IV. y 
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prOfibhing other men, and cannot abide to hear them oottf^ 
mended, I thought it to be necessary not to let thb man gar 
off without examination, who had wnfCen such an abcusatioir 
against us, as if be would bring us to make matiswer in opetf 
court. For I also have observed,^ that many men ara" very 
much -delighted when they see a man who wst btegan' to* re^ 
proach another, to be ksmsdf exposed to contempt on ac- 
count of the vices he bath himself been guilty of. However, 
it is not a very easy thing to go over this man s discourse, nor 
to know plainly what be means; yet does he seem, amidst a 
great comusion and disorder in his falsehoods, to pioduoe» 
m the first place, such things as resemble what we nave ex- 
amined already, and relate to the departure of our fbrefslbers 
out of E^ypt ; and, in tbe second plaice, he accuses those Jewa 
that are inhabitants of Alexandria ; as, hi the third place, he 
mixes with those things sudi accusations as concern the sacred 
purifications, with the other legal rites used in the temple. 

S. Now although I cannot but tbink that I have already 
demonstrated, ana that abundanlTy more than was neeessary, 
that oar fatbera were not originaBy Effvptian^ nor were 
thence expelled, either cm account of bocbly diseases or any 
other calamities of that sort ; yet will I bridy take notice of 
what Apion adds upon that subject : for in his tUrd book, 
which relates to the affairs of Egypt, he speaks thus : '^ I 
have heard of the ancient men of Egypt, that Moses was 
ef Heliopolis, and that he thought himself obliged to fidlow 
tbe CMstoms of his forefathers, and offered his prayers in the 

3 yen sir towards the city walls ; bat that he reduioed ibem 
1 to be directed towards sunriung ; ^hicb was agree^ 
able to the situation of Heliopolis. That he abo set^ up 
pillars instead of gnomons,* under wbich was represented m 
cavity like that of a boat, and the shadow that felt from th«r 
top9 fell down upon that cavity9 that it might go nnind about 
tb^ like course as the sun itself goes round in the other.^ 
Tbi> 19 that wonderful relation which we have givan vu| by 
thi9 ^eat graipmarian. But that it is a fiibe one is so plain 
that It stands in need of few words to prove k, hnt is mtaiir 
fest from the works of JiCoses ; for when he erected the first 
tabernacle to God, he did himself neither give order tor tfi^y 
such kind of a representation to be made at it, nor ctdm 
that those that came after him should make such a one.. 
Moreover, when in a future age Solomon built his teaaple in 
Jerusalem, he avoided all such needless decoratioM as Apioa 

* Thli feemi to have been the fim dial that had heca xsmSk ki Egjp^ sat 
wat a little before the time that Ahai made his [fint] dial in Judaa, ana abnU 
Anno 76&ff imN fint year of the aereiith olvmpiad, si we iball us sraMOdn 
Set S KiPgt x^kIU Im. «xxfiiL 8. '-■—' ■" 
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htth here devised. He layw fiutber, << How he had heard 
of the ancient men, that Moses was of Heliopolis.^ To be 
sure that was, because beins a younger man himself^ he be« 
fiered those that by their elaer age were acquainted ahd con-^ 
versed with him ! Now this grammarian as he was could 
not certainly tell which was the poet Homer^s oountiyi no 
more than he could which was the country oi Pythagoras, 
who lited comparatively but a little while ago ; jret does he 
thus easily determine the age of Moses, who preceded them 
such a vast number of years, as depending on his ancient 
nen^s relation, which shews how notorious a liar he was. 
But then as to this chronological determination of the time 
when he says he brought the leprous people, the blind and 
the lame out of Egypt, see how well this most accurate gram- 
marian of ours agrees with those that have written before 
Inm. Manetho says, that the Jews departed out of Egypt 
in the reign of Tethmosis, three hundred ninety-three years 
before Danaus fled to Argos ; Lysimachus says it was under 
king Bocchoiis, that is, one thousand seven hundred years 
aco; Molo and some others determined it as every one 
pleased ; but this Apion of ours, as deserving to be bdueved 
Defore them, hath determined it exactly to have been in the 
seventh olympiad, and the first year of that olympiad ; the 
very same year in which he says that Carthage was built by 
the Phenicums. The reason why he added Uiis building of 
Carthage was, to be sure, in order, as he thought, to strengraen 
his assertion by so evidlent a diahuster of ^ronology. But 
he was not aware that this character confutes his assertion { 
for, if we may give credit to the Pbenician records as tp die 
time of the first eominff of tbdr ecdony to Carthage, they 
relate that Hirom their king was above a hundred and fifty 
years earlier than the bimding of Carthage; eoBcemii^ 
whom I have formerly produced testimonials out of those 
Phemcian records ; as also, that this Hirom was a friend of 
Sokxnon idien he was builchng^ die temple at Jerusalcns, and 
gave him great assistance in his buHdmg that temple; wfaik 
still Solomon himself built that temple six hundred and 
twdve years aflter the Jews came out of Egypt. As for t&e 
mmber of those that were expelled out of Egypt, he hadi. 
eoiltrived to have the very same number with Lyiimschas^ 
and says they were a hundred and ten thousand. Bfe* Ae» 
assigns a certain wonderful and plaumble occasiea ^sr die 
Btaktot Sabbat I forhesi^s^ That << when, tlse lews fatd 
travelled a six days^ jouniey, they had buboes-ia tbeir grokw;. 
and that on thia account it was- diat diey rested on the se«endk 
day, as hiMring gotten safely to that country which is. uom 
called Judta ; that than they prtserved the baguage of the 

T t 
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Egyptians, and called that day the Sabbath ; for that ma- 
lady of buboes on their groin was named sahbatosis by the 
Egyptians.''^ And would not a man now laugh at this feU 
Iowa's trifling, or rather hate his impudence in writing thus ? 
We must. It seems, take it for granted, that all these hun- 
dred and ten thousand men must have these buboes. But for 
certain, if those men had been blind and lame, and had all 
sorts of distempers upon them, as Apion says they liad, they 
could not have gone one single day'*s journey ; but if they 
had all been able to travel over a large desert, and besides 
that, to fight and conquer those that opposed them, tliey had 
not all of them had buooes on their groms after the sixth day 
was over ; for no such distemper comes naturally and of ne- 
cessity upon those that travel ; but still, when there are many 
ten thousands, in < a icamp together, they constantly march a 
settled space [in a day]. Nor is it at all probable that such 
a thing should happen by chance ; this would be prodigi* 
ously absurd to be supppseqL , Jlpwever, our admirable au- 
thor Apion had before told us, That f^lhey came to Judea 
in six oays^ time ;^ and agmn. That " Moses went up to a 
mountain that lay between. Egypt and Arabia, whicn was 
called Smaiy and was concealed there forty days ; and that 
when he came down from thence, he gave laws to the Jews.**^ 
But then, how was it possible for them to tarry forty days in 
a desert place where there was no water, and at the same 
time to pass all over the country between that and Judea in 
the six days. And as for this grammatical translation of the 
word sabbathy it either contains an instance of his great im- 
pudence or gross ignorance ; for the words sabbo and sab^ 
oath are wioely different from one another ; for the word 
sabbcUh in the Jewish language denotes rest from all sorts of 
work ; but the word sabbo^ as he affirms, denotes among the 
Egyptians the malady of a bubo in the groin. 

3. This is that novel account which the Egyptian Apion 
gives us concerning the Jews^ departure out of £^pt, and is 
no better than a contrivance of his own. But why should 
we wonder at the lies he tells us about our forefathers when 
he affirms them to be of Egyptian original, when he lies also 
about himself? for although he was bom at Oasis in Egypt, 
he pretends to be, as a man may say, the top man of afi the 
Egyptians ; yet does he forswear his real country and pro- 
genitors, and by falsely pretending to be bom at Alexanaria, 
cannot deny the pravity of his family ; for you see how justly 
be calls those Egyptians whom he hates and endeavours to 
reproach; for had he not deemed Egyptians to be a name of 
great reproach, be would not have avoided the name of an 
Egyptian himself; as we know that those who brag of thdur 
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•Qwn countries value themselves upon the denomination they 
acquire thereby, and reprove such as unjustly lay claim 
thereto. . As for the Egyptians^ claim to be of our kindred, 
they do it on one of the following accounts : I mean either 
as they value themselves upon it, and pretend to b^r that 
relation to us, or else as they would draw us in to be par- 
takers of their own infamy. But tliis fine fellow Apion 
seems to broach this reproachful appellation against us [that 
we were originally Egyptians], in order to bestow it on the 
Alexandrians as a reward for the privilege they had given 
him of being a fellow-citizen with them ; ne also is apprised 
of the ill-wUl the Alexandrians bear to those Jews who are 
their fellow-citizens, and so proposes to himself to reproach 
them, although he must thereby include all the other Egyp- 
tians also ; while in both cases he is no better than an impu- 
dent liar. 

4. But let us now see what those heavy and wicked crimes 
are, which Apion charges upon the Alexandrian J&ws. 
*^ They came, says he, ^^ out of Syria, and inhabited near 
the tempestuous sea, and were in the neighbourhood of the 
dashing' of the waves.^ Now if the place of habitation in- 
cludes any thing that is reproachful, this man. reproaches not 
his own real country [Egypt], but what he pretends to be his 
own country, Alexandria ; for all are agreed in this, that the 
part of that city which is near the sea, is the best part of all 
for habitation. Nqw if the Jews gained that part of the city 
by force, and have kept it hitherto without impeachment, this 
is a mark of tlieir valour ; but in reality it was Alexander 
himself that gave them that place for their habitation, when 
ihey obtained equal privileges there with the Macedonians. 
Nor can I devise what Apiouv would have said, had their 
habitation been at Necropolis,* and not been fixed hard by 
the royal palace [as it is] ; nor had their nation had the de- 
nomination of Macedonians given them till this very day [as 
they have]. Had this man now read the epistles of king 
Alexander, or those of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, or met 
with the writings of the succeeding kings, or that pillar which 
is still standing at Alexandria, and contains the pnvileges 
which the great [Julius] Caesar bestowed upon the Jews ; 
had this man, I say, known these records, and yet hath the 
impudence to write in contradiction to them, he hath shewn 
himself to be a wiclunl man : but if he knew nothing of these 
records, he hath shewn himself to be a man very ignorant : 
nay, when he appears to wonder how Jews could be called 
AUxandrians^ tnis is another like instance of his ignorance ; 
for all such as are called out to be colonies, althoiigli tliey be 

* The burial-place for dead bodies, as I inppofe. 
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ever «o far remote from one another in their original, receiTt 
their names from those that bring them to their new hiabita- 
tions. And what occasion is there to wpak of others, when 
those of us Jews that dwell at Antioch are named AntiodA- 
cms becpnse Seleocus the founder of that city gare them the 
priTileffes belonging thereto ? After the like manner do those 
Jews that inhabit Ephesus and the other dties of Ionia 
enjoy the same name with those that were originally bom 
there, by the grant of the succeeding princes : nay, the kind- 
ness and humanity of the Romans hath been so great that 
it hath granted leave to almost all others to take the same 
mme of Romans upon them ; I mean not particular men 
only, but entire and large nations themselves also; for those 
anaently named Iberi^ and T^yrrheni and Sabhn^ are now 
called Romam, And if Ajnon reject this way of obtaining 
the privilege of a citizen of Alexandria, let him abstain from 
calling himself an Alexandrian hereafter ; for otherwise, how 
can he who was bom in the v^ heart of E^;]rpt be an Alex- 
andrian, if this wav of accepting such a privilege, of which 
he would have us cieprived, be once abrogated P Although 
indeed these Romans, who are now the lords of the habitaUe 
earth, have forbidden the Egyptians to have the privile^ of 
any city whatsoever ; while this fine fellow, who is willing 
to partake of such a privilege himself as he is forbidden to 
maLe use of, endeavours by calumnies to deprive those of it 
that have justly received it : for Alexander md not therefore 
get some of our nation to Alexandria, because he wanted in- 
habitants for this his dty on whose building he had bestowed 
so much pains; but this was given to our people as a reward, 
because he had upon a careful trial found them all to have 
becD men of virtue and fidelity to him ; for, as Hecateus says 
concerning us, " Alexander nonoored our nation to such a 
degree, that, for the equity and the fidelity whidi the Jews 
had exhibited to him, be permitted them to hold the country 
of Samaria free from trilbnie. Of the same mind also was 
JPtoIemy the son of Lagus!, as to those Jews who dwelt at 
Alexandria ;^ for he entrusted the fortresses of Egypt into 
their bands, as believing ther would keep them faithfully 
and valiantly for him ; and wfie^ he was desirous to secure 
the government of Cyrene and jthe other dties of Lybia 
to himself^ be sent a party of Jews to inhabit them. And 
for his successor Ptolemy, who was called PhUadtlpkuSf 
jie did not only set all those of our nation ft^ee who were 
#)li|ytives under him, but did frequently * give money [for 

^ For rcXXMif. or frefuentiy, I would here read »«xxa, a great deal^ 

mmm; lor me indeed wmd both in AriitflM and Joeepho^ that th» Ptolemy 

Phitkdelpbac once gtTe a vaj greet «im of money to redeem mhore 100,000 

Jowl4li capttnet, but not of mny inms of money whidi he4ubuoed on their m« 

;«0irat a^^olbcr timii, tfttt 1 know of. 
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their itmsomj ; and, what wai his greatest work of all, he 
had a great oenre of knowing our laws, and of obtaininff 
the bodes of our sacred scriptures : accordingly he desired 
that such men might be sent liim as might interpret our lajr 
to him ; and in order to have them wdl compiled, he com- 
mitted that care to no ordinary persons, but ordained that 
Demetrius Phaierius, and Andreas, and Aristeas ; the first, 
Deidetrius, the most learned person of his age, and the others 
such as were entrusted with the guard of his body^ should 
take the care of this matter : nor would he certainly have 
been so desirous of leamine our law and the philosophy of 
our nation, had he despised the men that made use of it, or 
had he not indeed had them in great admiration. 

5. Now this Apion was unacquunted with almost all the 
kings of those Macedonions whom he pretends to have been 
his progenitors, who were vet very well affected towards us; 
for the third of those Ptolemies, who was called £!uergeiu$ 
when he had gotten possession of all Syria by Ibrce, dm not 
xrfTer his thank-offerings to the Egyptian gods for his victory, 
ibut came to Jerusalem, and, according to our own laws, o£. 
feted many sacrifices to Grod, and dedicated to him such pfu 
MB were suitable to «uch a victory : and as for Ptakmy Fhi- 
lometor and his wife Cleopatra, they committed their whole 
kingdom to Jews, when Onias and Dositheus, both Jews, 
whose names are lauded at by Apipn, were the generals of 
their whole army. « But certainly, instead of reproaching 
them, he ought ^to admire their :actions, and return them 
thanks for saving Alexandria, whose citizen he pretends to 
be ; for when these Alexandrians were making war with Cleo- 
patra the queen, and were in danger of being utterly ruined, 
these Jews brought them to terms of agreement, and freed 
them from the miseries of a civil war. ** But then,^ says 
Apion, ^^ Onias brought a small army afterward upon the 
dty at the time when Thermus the Rovnan ambassador was 
there present.^ Yes, do I venture to say, and that he did 
rightly and very justly in so«doiqg; for that Ptolemy who waa 
eidled PhyscOj upon the death of his brother Pnilopietor, 
came from Cyrene, and would have ejected Cleopatra as well 
as her sons out of their kingdom, that he might obtain it for 
himself unjustly.* For this cause then it was that Onias ua* 
ilertook a war against him on Cleopatra^s account ; nor would 
he desert that trust the royal famdy had reposed in him in 
their distress. Acoordingly God gave a remarkable attesta- 
tion to his righteous procedure; for when Ptolemy Physco*f* 

* Hera bigiDi a great defect in the Greek eopy i bpt the old Letin venioii 
taShf somliet that defect. 

t Vfhai error ia here generallj betfered tp have been eemmitted b^ our Jo« 
eephni, in aicribing a d^?eranee of the Jewa to the reign of pcoleinj Fbyaoo, 
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had the presumption to fight against Onias^s army, anfl had 
caught all the Jews that were in the city [Alexai^dria] with 
their children and wives, and exposed them naked and in 
bonds to his elephants, that they might be trodden upon and 
destroyed; and when he had made those elephants drunk for 
that purpose, the event proved contrary to nis preparations ; 
for these elephants left tne Jews who were exposed to them, 
and fell violently upon Physoo^s friends, ana slew a great 
number of them : nay, after this, Ptolemy saw a terrible 
ghost, which prohibited his hurting those men; his very 
concubine, whom he loved so well, some call her Ithaca and 
others Irene, making supplication to him, that he would not 
perpetrate so great a wickedness. So he complied with her 
request, and repented of what he either had already done or 
was about to do ; whence it is well known, that the Alexan- 
drian Jews do with good reason celebrate this day, on the 
account that they had thereon been vouchsafed such an evi. 
dent deliverance from God. However, Apion, the common 
calumniator of men, hath the presumption to accuse the Jews 
for making this war against Physco, when he ought to have 
commended them for the same. This man also makes men- 
tion of Cleopatra, the last queen of Alexandria, and abuses us 
because she was ungrateful to us ; whereas he ought to have 
reproved her, who indulged herself in all kinds of injustice 
and wicked practices, both with regard to her nearest rela- 
tions, and husbands who had loved her, and indeed in general 
with regard to all the llomans, and those emperors that were 
her benefactors ; who also had her sistet Arsinoe slain in a 
temple, when she had done her no harm i moreover, she had 
her brother slain by private treachery, and she destroyed the 
gods of her country and the sepulchres of her progenitors ; 
and while she had received her kingdom from the first Cae- 
sar, she had the impudence to rebel agfunst his son* and suc- 
cessor : nay, she corrupted Antony with her love tricks, and 
rendered him an enemy to his country, and made him trea^- 
cherous to his friends, and [by his means] despoiled some of- 
their royal authority, and forced others ip her uiadnests to act 
wickedly. But what need I enlarge upon this head any far- 
ther, when she left Antony in his fight at sea, though be were 
her husband, ^nd tlie father of their common cliiidren, and 
compelled him to resign up his government with the army, 
and to follow lier [into Egypt] : nay, when last of all Cassar 

4he MTcnth of tkoie FtoIemiM, wbieh hu been universally supposed to have 
happened under Ptolemy Philopator, Uie fourth of them, is no belter than a 
^rcss error of the modems, and not of Josephus, ns I have fully proved in the 
Authentic Bee. Part i. p. 200-204, whither I refer the inquisitive reuder. 
r'fljoii, and adopted too. 
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bad taken Alexandria, she came to that pitch of cruelty that 
she declared she had some hope of preserving her affiurs stift, 
in case she could kill the Jews, though it were with her own 
hand ; to such a decree of barbarity and perfidiousness had 
she arrived. And doth any one think that we cannot boast 
ourselves of any thinff, if, as Apion says, this queen did not 
at a time of famine distribute wheat among us ? However, 
she at length met with the punishment she deserved. As for 
us Jews, we appeal to the great Caesar what assistance we 
brought him, and what fidelity we shewed to him against the 
Egyptians^ as also to the senate and its decrees, and the eps- 
tles of Augustus Csesar, whereby our merits [to the Romans] 
are justified. Apion ought to nave looked upon those epis- 
tles, and in particular to have examined the testimonies given 
on our behalf under Alexander and all the Ptolemies, and 
the decrees of the senate, and of the greatest Roman empe- 
rors. And if Germanicus was not able to make a distribu- 
tion of com to all the inhabitants of Alexandria, that only 
shews what a barren time it was, and how great a want there 
was then of com, but tends nodiing to the accusation of the 
Jews ; for what all the emperors have thought of the Alexan- 
drian Jews is well known ; for this distribution of wheat was 
no otherwise omitted with regard to the Jews than it was 
with regard to the other inhabitants of Alexandria. But they 
still were desirous to preserve what the kings had formerly 
intrusted to their care, I mean the custody of the river ; nor 
did those kings think them unworthy of having the entire 
•custody thereof upon all occasions. 

6. ^DUt besides this, Apion objects to us thus : ^^ If the 
Jews,^ says he, ** be citizens of Alexandria, why do they not 
worship the same gods with the Alexandrians;^^ To which I 

Sive this answer : Since you are yourselves Egyptians, why 
o you fight it out one against another, and have implacable 
wars about your religion ? At this rate, we must not call you 
all Egyptians^ nor indeed in general men ; because you breed 
up witn great care beasts of a nature quite contrary to that 
of men, although the nature of all men seems to.be one and 
the same. Now if there be such differences in opnion 
among you Egyptians, why are you surprised that those who 
came to Alexandria from another country, and had original 
laws of their own before, riiould persevere in the observance 
of those laws ? But still he charges us with being the authors 
of sedition; which accusation, if it be a just one, why is it 
not laid against us all, since we are known to be all of one 
mind ? Moreover, those that search into such matters will 
soon discover that the authors of sedition have been such 
citizens of Alexandria as Apion is ; tor \iIhIc thoy were tlic 
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Qrccums and Matedoriians Vfei6 Vi^Ute in possenfon of this 
city, there was no sedkmh raised against «% and we were 
permitted to observe our aneient solemnities; but when the 
number of the Egyptians therein came to be considerable^ 
the times grew oomused, and then these seditions brake out 
still more and more, while our people continued nnoomipted^ 
These Egyptians^ therefore, were the authors of these trofu^ 
bles; who, not having the constancy of Macedonians nor 
the prudence of Grecians, indulged all of them the evil nmiw 
iiers of Egyptians, and continued their ancient hatred against 
us ; for what is here so presumptuously charged upoo us is 
owing to the diiierenoes tiiat are amongst themselves; while 
many ot them have not obtuned the privil^;es of citiaens in 
proper times^ but style those who are well known to have had 
that privilege extended to them all, no other than foreigners; 
for it does not appear that any of the kings have ever for. 
merly bestowed those privileges of citizens upcm Egyptians, 
no more than have the emperors done it more lately ; while 
it was Alexander who introduced us into this city at first, tb# 
kings augmented our privileges therdn, and the Romans have 
been pissed to preserve them always inviolable. Moreover^ 
Apion would lay a blot upon us, because we do not erect 
images for our emperors ; as if those emperors did not know 
this before, or stood in need of Apion as their defender; 
whereas he ou^ht rather to have aomired the magnanimity 
and modesty of the Romans, whereby they do not compel 
those that are subject to them to transgress the laws of their 
countries, but are willing to receive the honours due to them 
after such a manner as those who are to pay them esteem 
consistent with piety and with their own laws ; for they do 
not thank people for conferring honours upon them, when 
they are compelled by violence so to do. Accordinglyi saice 
the Grecians and some othor nations think it a right tlung to 
make images ; nay, when they have painted the nctures of 
their parents, ana wives, and children, they exuit for joy ; 
and some there are who take pictures for themselves of such 
persons as were no way relat^ to them ; nay, some take the 
pictures of such servants as they were fond of. What won- 
der is it then, if such as these appear willing to pay the same 
respect to their princes and lords ? But then, our l^dator 
hatn forbidden us to make images, not by way of denunda- 
tion beforehand, that the Roman authority was not to be 
honoured, but as despising a thing that was neither neces- 
sary nor useful for either God or man ; and he forbade them^ 
as we shall prove hereafter, to make these images for any 
part of the animal creation, and much less for C^ himselfy 
who is no part of such animal creation. Yet hath our l^s* 
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\aXat nowiiere Ibrbidden ut to pigr lionoiirs to worthy men, 
provided they be of another kind^ and mferior to those we 
pay to God ; with which honours we willingly testify our rcu 

rto our emperors, and to the people of Itome : we also 
perpetual sacrifices for them ; nor do we only offer them 
every day at the common expenses of all the Jews, but al- 
though we offer no other sucn sacrifices out of our common 
expenses, no not for our own children, yet do ^e this as a 
peculiar honour to the emperors, and to them alone, while 
we do the same to no other person whomsoever. And let 
this suffice for an answer in general to Apion, as to what he 
aays with relation to the Alexandrian Jews. 

7. However, I cannot but admire those other authors who 
furnished this man with such his materials ; I mean Posstdo- 
nius and Apollonius [the son of] Molo,* who, while they 
accuse us for not worshipping the same gods whom others 
worship, they think themselves not guilty of impiety when 
they tell lies of us, and frame absurd and reproachful stories 
about our temple ; whereas it is a most shameful thing for 
freemen to forge lies on any oocanon, and much more so to 
forge them about our temple, which was so famous over all 
Che world, and was preserved so sacred by us; for Apion hath 
the impudence to pretend, that ** the Jews placed an ass'^s 
head in their holy place ;** and he affirms, that '* this was 
discovered when Antiochus Epiphanes spoiled our temple, 
and found that ass^s head there made of gold, and worUi a 

?'eat deal of money .^ To this my first answer shall be this : 
hat had there been any such thing among us, an E^pUan 
ought by no means to have thrown it in our teeth, since an 
ass is not a more contemptible animal than *** -|* and goats, 
and other such creatures, which among them are gods. But 
beades this answer, I say farther, how comes it about that 
Apion does not understand this to be no other than a palpa* 
ble lie, and to be confuted by the thing itself as utterly m. 
credible ? For we Jews are always governed by the same 
laws, in which we constantly persevere ; and although many 
misfortunes have befallen our city, as the like have befallen 
others, and although Theos [Epiphanes], and Pompey the 
Great, and Licinius Crassus, and last of all Titus Csesar, 
have conquered us in war, and gotten possession of our tem- 
ple, ^et have they none of them found any such thing there, 
nor indeed any thing but what was agreeable to the strictest 
piety ; although what they found we are not at liberty to re- 

* CaDed more j>roperl7 M<oU or JpoUmUut JIfo/o, m hereate; for iipoUo- 
hiut the MMi of Molo, was another peraon, aa Strabo informa us, liK xir. 

i* Furmca in the Latin, whidi wbst animal it denotes does not now ap. 
i»ear. 
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veal to other nations. But for Antiochus [Epiphanes] he 
had no just cause for that ravage in our temple tnat he made ; 
he only came to it when he wanted money, without declaring 
himself our enemy, and attacked us while we were his asso- 
dates and his friends ; nor did he find any thing there that 
was ridiculous. This is attested by many worthy writers ; 
Polybius of Megalopolis, Strabo of Cappadocia, Nicolaus 
of Damascus, Timagenes, Castor the chronologer, and Apol- 
lodorus,* who all say, that it was out of Antiochus^s want of 
money that he broke his league with the Jews, and despoiled 
their temple when it was full of gold and silver. Apion 
ought to have had a regard to these facts, unless he had him- 
self had cither an ass^s neart or a dog^s impudence ; of such 
a dog I mean as they worship ; for he haa no other external 
reason for the lies he tells of us. As for us Jews, we as- 
cribe no honour or power to asses, as do the Egyptians to 
crocodiles and asps, when they esteem such as are seized 
upon by the former, or bitten by the latter, to be happy per- 
sons, and persons worthy of God. Asses are the same with 
us which tney are with other wise men, viz, creatures tliat 
bear the buraens that we lay upon them ; but if tiiey come 
to our threshing-floors and eat our corn, or do not perform 
what we impose upon them, we beat them with a great many 
stripes, because it is their business to minister to us in our 
husbandry affairs. But this Apion of ours was either per- 
fectly unskilful in the composition of such fallacious dis- 
courses, or, however, when ne began [somewhat] better, he 
was not able to persevere in what he had undertaken, since 
he hath no manner of success in those reproaches he casts 
upon us. 

8. He adds another Grecian fable, in order to reproach us; 
in reply to which it would be enough to say, that they who 
presume to speak about divine worship, ought not to be ig- 
norant of this plain truth, that it is a degree of lesslmpurity 
to pass througn temples than to forge wicked calumnies of 
its priests. Now such men as he are more zealous to justify 
a sacrilegious king than tp write what is just and what is 
true about us, and about our temple ; for when they are de- 
sirous of gratifying Antiochus, and of concealing that perfi- 
diousness and sacrilege which he was guilty of with regard 
to our nation when lie wanted money, they endeavour to 
disgrace us, and tcll lies even relating to futurities. Apion 

* It is a great pity that these six pagan autliors, here mentioned to liave 
described the famous profanation of tlie Jewish temple by Antiochus Kpi- 
phmncst should be all lost ; I mean so far of their writings as contained that 
detcriptioo; though it is plain Josephus perused them all, at extant in bis 
time 
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becomes other meifs prophet upon this occasion, and says, 
that ^^ Antiochus found in our temple a bed, and a man lying 
upon it, with a small table before nim, full of dainties, from 
the [fishes of the] sea, and the fowls of the dry land ; that 
this man was amazed at these dainties thus set before him ; 
that he immediately adored the king, upon his coming in, as 
hoping that he would afford him all possible assistance ; that 
he fell down upon his knees, and stretched out to him his 
right hand, and begged to be released ; and that when the 
king bid him sit down, and tell him who he was, and why he 
dwelt there, and what was the meaning of those various sorts 
of food that were set before him, the man made a lamentable 
complaint, and with sighs and tears in his eyes, gave him this 
account of the distress he was in, and said. That he was a 
Greek, and that as he went over this province in order to get 
his living, he was seized upon by foreigners, on a sudden, 
and brought to this temple, and shut up therein, and was seen 
by nobody, but was fattened by these curious provisions thus 
set before him : and that truly, at the first, such unexpected 
advantages seemed to him matter of great joy ; that, after a 
while, they brought a suspicion upon him, and at length 
astonishment, what their meaning should be ; that at last he 
inquired of the servants that came to him, and was by them 
informed, that it was in order to the fulfilling a law of the 
Jews, which they must not tell him, that he was thus fed ; 
and that they did the same at A set time every year ; that they 
' used to eaten a Greek foreigner, and fat hun thus up every 
year, and then lead him to a certain wood and kill hun, and 
sacrifice with their accustomed solemnities, and taste of his 
entrails, and take an oath upon this sacrificing a Greek, that 
they would ever be at enmity with the Greeks ; and that then 
they threw the remaining parts of the miserable wretch into 
a certain pit^ Apion adds farther, that *^ the man said there 
were but a few days to come ere he was to be skun, and im- 
plored Antiochus, that out of the reverence he bore to the 
Grecian gods, he would disappcunt the snares the Jews laid 
for his bux)d, and would deUver him from the miseries wiUi 
which he was encompassed.^ Now this is such a most tra^ 
gical fable as is full of nothing but cruelty and impudence ; 
yet does it not excuse Antiochus of his sacrilegious attempts, 
as those who write it in his vindication are willing to sup. 
pose ; for he could not presume beforehand that he should 
meet with any such thine in coming to the temple, but must 
have found it unexpectedly. He was therefore still an im- 
pious person, that was given to unlawful pleasures, and had 
no regard to Grod in his actions. But [as for Apion] he hath 
done whatever his extravagant love of lying hath dictated to 
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him, OB it 18 most easy to diaoover by a eoniideration iit \m 
writings ; for the difiereace of our Uiw» is kiiowti not to te-^ 

Snrd the Grecians only, but they are prindpally opposite io 
e Egyptians^ and to sobie other ilatioAs ano ; for winle it 
iso fblb out, that tti^n of all countries cotee sometimes aiid 
BOjottrn among us, how comes it about that we take an oath, 
and conspire only against the (Grecians ? aUd tbdt by the effu- 
sion of ttieir blood also P Or how i^ it pomble thul Idi th^ 
Jewft i^ould get tO£(ether to these sacrifices, and the entHuh 
of onii man dioula be siifltcient for so man^ thousands tb 
taste of them^ as Apion pretends ? Or why did not the kit»^ 
oaity this man, whosoever be was^ and whatsbever tras hi!^ 
name (which is not set down in Apion^s book), with gt^eat 
txMnp back into his own country ? when he lii^ht therel^ 
nave been esteemed a religious persoti himself, aUd k nlighly 
lover of the Greeks, and might therebjr have pifoeured him- 
te\t great assistance from aU men against that hatred die 
Jews bore to him. But I leave this mktter ; for the propel: 
way of ootifuting fools is not to use bare Words^ blit to ap- 
peal Io the things themselves that make against dietd. Now 
thett, all sach as ever saw the donstruction at imt tetnple, of 
vrhht inature it was, know tr^U enough how the purity <^ it 
was never to be profaned ; for it h£^ foiir * teveral cooits, 
encompassed with cloisters tou&d about, every One of which 
had by our law a peculiar decree of setatetkin from the rest. 
Into the first court every body was allowed to go, even fo^ 
ttignersj aild none but woineti, during -fheir courses, Were 
prohibited to pass through it ; all the Jews went into Uie 
aeoond court, as w^U as thor wives, when they *were (ret 
frbm all uncleanness ; into th^third court went in the Jewish 
teen, when they were clean and purified ; into th^ fourth Went 
the priests, having oti their saecmotal garments ; biit fot the 
inost sacred place, none went in but tl^ high-prietits, dofted 
in their peculiar garments. Now diere is so ^eat eaiitioik 
tised about these offices of region, thM th^ prieM are ip^ 
pmhted to go into th& temple but at certain hoitrs; for iil tae 
Inoming, at the opening of the inner temple, thtise that are 
to officiate receive the tacrifices, as they do affaiti at ttobn, 
till the doots are shut. Lastly, it is not so mudi as lawful io 
carry any vessel into the hdly house ; nor is there any thing 
therein Sot \te altar [df incense], the table [of shew-nread], 

^ tt If ttimAMtt Amt Jowpftnt fa^rt, titd, t think, Aowbere ^be, nddoi 
■to finir distinct comti of the tcdit>lev-Ubat ti the Ckntflce, thet of the wehssa 
M Imd, that of the men of lead, and 4bnt of die prictlt; m nbo that 4h» 
oport of the women admitted of the men (X tupose onlj of thehuabandi of tfaoeh 
Irtvei that ktte thereiti), ulile the ooliit of mt mtn did not admit any womea 
iDtoitaloU. 
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the oeoBer, and the candlestick, which are all written in tbt 
law ; for there is nothing (iEurther there ; nor are there any 
mysteries performed that may not be spoken of; nor is there 
any feasting within the place. For what I have now stud is 
publicly known, and supported by the testimony of the whole 
people, and their operations are very manifest ; for althotigfa 
there be four courses of the priests, and every one of them 
have above five thousand men in them, yet do they officiate 
on certain days only ; and when those days are over, other 
priests succeed in the performance of their sacrifices, and 
assemble together at mia-day, and receive the keys of the 
temple, and the vessels by tale, without any thing relating to 
food or drink being carried into the temple ; nay, we are not 
allowed to offer such things at the altar,, .excepting what is 
prepared for the sacrifices. 

9. What then can we say of Apon, but that he examined 
nothing that concerned these things, while still he uttered 
incredible words about them ? but it is a great diame for a 

frammarian not to be able to write true history. Now if he 
new the purity of our temple, he hath entirely omitted to 
take notice of it ; but he foiges a story about the seizing of 
a Grecian, about ineffable food, and the most delicious pre- 
paration of dainties ; and pretends that strangers could go 
mto a place whereinto the noblest men among the Jews are 
not allowed to enter, unless they be priests. This, therefore, 
is the utmost degree of impiety, and a voluntary lie, in order 
to the delusion of those wno will not examine into the truth 
of matters. Whereas, such unspeakable mischiefs as are 
above related have been occasioned by such calumnies that 
are raised upon us. 

10. Nay, this miracle of jnety derides us farther, and adds 
the following pretended facts to his former fable ; for he says, 
that this man related how, ** while the Jews were once in a 
long war with the Idumeans, there came a man out of one of 
the cities of the Idumeans, who there had worshipped ApoUb. 
This man, whose name is sud to have been Zabidus, came 
to the Jews, and promised that he would deliver Apollo, the 
god of Dora, into their hands, and that he would come to 
our temple, if they would all come up with him, and bring 
the whole multitude of the Jews witn them : that Zabidus 
made him a certain wooden instrument, and put it round* 
about him, and set three rows of lamps therein, and walked I 
after such a manner that he appeared to those that stooc i 
a great way off him to be a kind ot star walking upon th e 
emti : that the Jews were terribly frightened at so surpridi- 
hig an appearance, and stood very quiet at a distance ; an d 
that Zabidus, while they continued so very quiet, went in' U> 
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.the holy house, and carried off that golden head of an aas^ 
(for so facetiously does he write) and then went his way back 
again to Dora in great haste.*" And say you so, sir ? as I may 
reply : then does Apion load the ass, tnat is himself, and lays 
on him a burden of fooleries and lies ; for he writes of places 
that have no being, and not knowing the cities he speaks of, 
he changes their situation ; for Idumea borders upon our 
country, and is near to Gaza, in which there is no such city 
as Dora ; although there be, it is true, a city named Dora in 
Phenicia, near Mount Carmel, but it is four days^ journey 
from Idumea.* Now tlien why does this man accuse us, be- 
cause we have not gods in common with other nations ? If 
our forefathers were so easily prevailed upon to have Apollo 
come to them, and thought they saw him walking upon the 
earth, and the stars with him ; for certainly those who have 
so many festivals, wherein they light lamps, must yet, at this 
rate, have never seen a candlestick ! But still it seems that 
while Zabidus took his journey over the country, where were 
so many ten thousands of people, nobody met him. He also, 
it seems, even in a time of war, found the walls of Jerusalem 
destitute of guards : I omit the rest. Now the doors of the 
holy house were seventy f cubits high, and twenty cubits 
broad ; they were all plated over with gold, and almost of 
solid gold itself, and there were no fewer than twenty;^ men 
required to shut them every day ; nor was it lawful ever to 
leave them open, though, it seems, this lamp-bearer of ours 
opened them easily, or thought he opened them, as be 
thought he had the ass^s head in his hand. Whether, there- 
fore, he returned it to us affun, or whether Apion took it 
and brought it into the temple again, that Antiochus might 
find it, and afford a handle for a second fable of.Apion^ is 
uncertain. 

11. Apion also tells a fiilse story, when he mentions au 
oath of ours, as if we ^^ swore by Grod, the maker of the 
heaven, and earth, and sea, to bear no good vrill to any fo- 
reigner, and particularly to none of the Greeks.^ Now this 
liar ou^ht to have said directly, that ^^ We would.bear no 
good will to any foreigner, and particularly to none of the 
Egyptians.*^ For then his story about the oath would have 
squared with the rest of his original forgeries, in case our 
forefathers had been driven away by their kinsmen the Egyp- 
tians, not on account of any wickedness they Iiad been guilty 

* Judea in the Greeks by a groii mistake of the transcribcn. 

f Seven in the Greek, by a like giou mistake of the transcribers. Set Of 
the War, B. ▼. chap. t. sect 4. 

X Two hundred in the Greek, contiBry to the twenty in the War, B* vvL chafb 
T. sect. 3. 
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of, but on account of the calamities they were under ; for as 
to the Grecians, we were rather remote from them in place 
.than different from them in our institutions, insomuch that 
we have no enmity with them, nor any jealousy of them. On 
the contrary, it hath so happened, that many of them have 
come over to our laws, and some of them have continued in 
their observation, although others of them had not courage 
enough to persevere, and so departed from them agiun ; nor 
4id any body ever hear this oath sworn by us. Anion, it seems, 
was the only person tliat heard it, for he indeea was the first 
composer of it. 

1^. However, Apion deserves to be admired for his great 
prudence, as to what I am going to say, which is this, that 
^^ there is a plain mark among us, that we neither have just 
laws, nor worship God as we ought to do, because we are not 
governors, but are rather in subjection to Grentiles, sometimes 
to one nation, and sometimes to another ; and that our city 
hath been liable to several calamities, while their city [Alex- 
andria] hath been of old time an imperial city, and not used 
to be in subjection to the Romans.^ But now this man had 
better leave off his bragging; for every body but himself 
would think, that Apion said what he hath said against him- 
self ; for there are very few nations that have had the good 
fortune to continue many generations in the principality, but 
still the mutations in human affairs have put them into sub- 
jection under others ; and most nations have been often sub- 
dued, and brought into subjection by others. Now for the 
Egyptians, perhaps they are the only nation that have had 
this extraordinary privilege, to have never served any of those 
monarchs who subdued Asia and Europe ; and this on account, 
as they pretend, that the gods fled into their country, and 
saved themselves by being changed into the shapes of wild 
beasts ! Whereas these Egyptians* are the very people that 
appear to have never, in ail the past ages, had one day of 
fr^om ; no not so much as from thdr own lords. For I 
will not reproach them with relating the manner how the 

* Thii notorious dUgxaet Uloogiiig paonluurly to the people of EgTpC, tut 
rince the timei of the <& piopbeti of & Jewii noted both lect. 4 alteadj, and 
here, flutj be confirmed 1^ the tettimonj of Iiidorat, in EgyptSui of Pda- 
iiiim, Epiit. lib. i. £p. 489. And thie m m renurkible completioii of the 
nndent prcdktiao of God by £cek. zzix. 14, 15, ThiU the Egjrptinni ihould 
•« be a base kingdom, the basest of the Idngdoms ;** and that •' it should not 
eudt itself any more above the nattons.** The truth of which stSa farther 
appears by the present ob se r f atk m of Joeeplras, that tiiese Egyptians had new, 
in all the past ages since Sesostiis, had one day of liberty ; no not so much aa 
to'have been free from despotic power under any of the monarcbf to that day. 
And all this has been found equaOy true in the latter ages, under the BomanSft 
Saracens, Mammalukes, and Taru, hoia the days of Josephus to the prsami 
agealsa 

VOL. IV. z 
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P-eraians used them, and this not once only but many tnnes, 
when they lud their cities waste, demolished their temple^^ 
and cut the throats of those animals whom they esteemed t> 
be gods ; for it is not reasonable to imitate the clownish ig- 
norance of Apion, who hath no regard to the misfortunes of 
the Athenians or of the Lacedemonians, the latter of which 
were styled by all men the most courageous, and the former 
the most religious of the Grecians. I say notlung of such 
kings as have been famous for piety, particularly of one 
of them whose name was CreeuSy nor what calamities he met 
with in his life ; I say nothing of the citadel of Athens, of the 
temple at Ephesus, of that at Delphi, nor of ten thousand 
others which have been burnt. down, while nobody cast re- 
proaches on those that were the sufferers, but on those that 
were the actors therein. But now we have met with Apion, 
an accuser of our nation, though one that still forgets the 
•miseries of his own people, the Egyptians ; but it is that Se- 
sostris, who was once so celebrated a king of Egjrpt, that hath 
blinded him : now we will not brag of our kings, i)avid and 
'Solomon, though they conquered many nations ; accordingly 
we will let them alone. However, Apion is ignorant of what 
•every body knows, that the Egyptians were servants to the 
Persians, and afterwards to the Macedonians, when they were 
fiords of Asia, and were no better than slaves, while we have 
-enjoyed liberty formerly ; nay, more than that, have had the 
•dommion of the cities that lie round about us, and this near^ 
ly for a hundred and twenty years together, until Pompeius 
Magnus. And when all the kings everywhere were ocm- 
quered by the Romans, our ancestors were the only people 
who contmued to be esteemed tiieir confederates and fnends, 
on account of their fidelity to them. 

13. But, says Apion, *^ We Jews have not had any won- 
derful men amongst us, nor any inventors of arts, nor any 
eminent for wisdom.^ He then enumerates Socratesi, and 

^Zeno, and Cleanthes, and some others of the same sort; and, 
-after all, he adds himself to them, which is the diost wonder- 
ful thing of all that he says, and pronounces Alexandria to be 
happy, because it hath such.a citizen as he is in it; for he was 
tfhe fittest man to be a witness to his own deserts, althoi^b hfe 
hath appeared to all others no better than a wicked mounte- 
bank, of a corrupt life, and ill discourses; on which account 
one may justly pity Alexandria, if it should value itself upop 
such a citizen as he is. But as to our own men, we have 
h;ul those who have been as deserving of commendaiion m 
any other whosoever ; and such as have perused our Anti- 
quities cannot be ignorant of them. 

14. As to the other things which he sets down as bl«me^ 
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worthy, it may perhkps be the best way to let them pass 
without apology, that he may be allowed to be his own. ac- 
cuser, and the accuser of the rest of the Egjrptians. However, 
he accuses us for sacrificing animals, and for abstaining from 
awine^s flesh, and laughs at us for the drcumcision of otir 
privy members. Now as for our slaughter of tame animals 
for sacrifices, it is common to us and to all other men : but 
this Apion, by making it a crime to sacrifice them, demon- 
strates himself to be an Egyptian ; for had he been either a 
Grecian or a Macedonian las he pretends to be], he had not 
shewed any unea^ness at it ; for those people glory in sacri- 
ficing whole hecatombs to the gods, and make use of those 
sacrifices for feasting ; and yet is not the world thereby ren- 
dered destitute of cattle, as Apion was afraid would come 
to pass. Yet if all men had followed the manners of the 
"Egyptians^ the world had certainly been made desolate as to 
mankind, but had been filled full of the wildest sort of brute 
beasts ; which, because they suppose them to be gods, they 
carefully nourish. However, it any one should ask Apion, 
which of the Egyptians he thinks to be the most wise and 
most pious of them all, he would certainly ad^nowledge the 
priests to be so ; for the histmes say, that two things were 
originally committed to their care by their kin^^s injunctioiia, 
the worship of the gods, and the support of wisdom and phi- 
losophy. Accordingly these priests are all circumcised, and 
abstain from swine^s flesh ; nor does any one of tbe^ other 
Egyptians as^st them in slaying those sacrifices they ofier to 
the gods. Apion was therefore quite bhnded in his mind, 
when, for the sake of the Egyptians, he contrived to reproach 
us, and to accuse such others as not cmly make use of that 
conduct of life which he so much abuses, but have also taught 
other men to be circumcised, as says Herodotus; which 
makes me think that A[Non is hereby Justly punished for his 
casting such reproaches on the laws of his own country ; for 
he was circumcised himself of necessity, on account of an 
ulcer in his privy member ; and when lie recaved no benefit 
by such circumcinon, but hb member became putrid, he 
died in great torment Now men of good tempers ought to 
observe their own laws concerning religion accurately, and t9 
persevere therein, but not presently to abuse the laws of other 
nations ; while this Apion deserted his own laws, and uAd 
lies about ours. And this was the end of Apion^s life, and 
this shall be the conclusion of our discourse about him. 

16. But now, since Apolkmius Molo, and Lysima^us^ 
and some others, write treatises about our law^ver Moses, 
and about our laws, which are neither just nor true, and this 
partly out of i^nofance, but chiefly outrof iU will t6 us^ wbik 

kit 
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threy calumniate Moses as an impostor and deceiver, and pre- 
tend that our laws teach us wickedness, but nothing that is 
virtuous ; I have a mind to discourse briefly, according to my 
ability, about our whole constitution of government, and 
about the particular branches of it. For I suppose it will 
thence become evident, that the laws we have given us are 
disposed after the best manner for the advancement of piety^ 
for mutual communion with one another, for a general love 
of mankind, as also for justice, and for sustainmg labours 
with fortitude, and for a contempt of death. And I beg of 
those that shall peruse tht» writing of mine, to read it without 
partiaUty ; for it is not my purpose to write an encomium 
upon ourselves, but I shall esteem this as a most just apology 
for us, and taken from tkose our laws, according to which 
we lead our lives, against the many and the lying objections 
that have been made against us. Moreover, since this Apol- 
lonius does not do like Apion^ and lay a continued accusation 
a^nst us, but does it only by starts, and up and down hift 
discourse, while he sometimes reproaches us as atheists and 
man-haters, and sometimes hits us in the teeth with our want 
of ooprage, and yet sometimes, on the contrary, accuses us of 
too great boldness and madness in our conduct ; nay, he says 
that we are the weakest of all the barbarians, and that this- is 
the reason why we are the odly people which have made no 
improvements in human life. Now I think I shall have then 
sufficiently disproved all these his allegations, when it shall 
appear that our laws enjoin the very reverse of what he says, 
and that we very carefully observe those laws ourselves. And 
if I be compeUed to make mention of the laws of other na- 
tions that are contrary to ours, those ought deservedlj^ ta 
thank themselves for it, who have {pretended to depreciate 
our laws in comparison of their own ; nor will these, I think, 
be any room after that far them to preteiKl, either that we 
have no such laws ourselves, an epitome of which I will 
f)resent to the reader, or that we do not, above all men, con- 
tinue in the observation of them. 

' 16. To begin then a good way backward, I would ad- 
vance this in the first ^aoe, that those who have been 
ftdmirers of good order, and of living under common laws, 
and who began to introduce them, may well have this testi- 
mony, that they are better than other men, both for modera- 
tion and such virtue as is agreeable to nature. Indeed their 
endeavour was to have every thing they ordained believed to 
be very ancient, that they might not oe thought to imitate 
others, but might appear to have deUvered a regular way of 
living to others after them. Since then this is Uie case, the 
exceUency of a l^slator is seen in providing for the peopIeV 
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living after the best manner, and in prevailing with those that 
are to use the laws he ordains for them to have a good 
optnion of them, and in obliging the multitude to pertovere 
in them, and to make no changes in them, neither in pros- 
perity nor adversity. Now I venture to say that our legislator 
IS the most ancient of all the legislators whom we have any- 
where heard of; for as for the Lycurguses, and Solons, and 
Zaleucus Locrensis, and all those legislators which are so 
much admired by the Greeks, they seem to be of yesterday, 
if compared with our legislator, insomuch as the very name 
of a law was not so mucn as known in old times among the 
Grecians. Homer is a witness to the truth of this observation, 
who never uses that term in all his poems ; for indeed there 
was then no such thir^ among them, but the multitude was 
governed by wise maxims and by the injunctions of their king. 
It was also a long time * that they continued in the use of 
these unwritten customs, although they were always changing 
them upon several occasions. But for eur legislator, who 
was of so much greater antiquity than the rest (as even those 
that speak against us upon all occasions do always confess), 
he exnibited himself to the people as th^ best governor and 
counsellor, and included in his legislation the entire conduct 
of their lives, and prevailed wim them to receive it, and 
brouffht it so to pass, that those that were made acquainted 
with nis laws did most carefully observe them. 

17. But let us consider his first and greatest work ; for 
when it was resolved on by our forefathers to leave Egypt, 
and return to their own country, this Moses took the many 
ten thousands that were of the people, and saved them out 
of many desperate distresses, and brought them home in 
safety. And certainly it was here necessary to travel over a 
country without water, and full of sand, to overcome their 
enemies ; and during these battles, to preserve their children 
and their wives, and their prey ; on all which occasions he 
became an excellent general of an army, and a most prudent 
counsellor, and one tfiat took the truest care of them all : he 
also so brought it about that the whole multitude depended 
upon him. And while he had them always obedient to what 
he enjoined, he made no manner of use of his authority For 
his own private advantage, which is the usual time when go- 
vernors gain great powers to themselves, and pave the way 
for tyranny, and accustom the multitude to live very disso- 
lutely ; whereas, when our legislator was in so great autho- 
rity, he, on the contrary, thought he ought to have regard to 
piety, and to shew his great good will to the people ; and by 

* ViM, AfUr the greatest part of the woild had left off their obedience to God, 
their origbal legislator* See Soripture Folttici, pages 6, 7« 



34A FLAVICS JOSEFHUS BOO&U; 

this xaeaiks be thought he mi^t shew the great degree of vwu 
tue that was in him, and might procure the most lasting se- 
curity to those who had made him their governor. When he 
had therefore come to such a good resolution, and had per- 
fcmned such wonderful exploits, we had just reason to look 
upon ourselves as having him for a divine sovemor and coun- 
s^or. And when he had first persuaded himself* that his 
actions and designs were agreeable to God's will, he thought 
it his duty to imprint, above all things, that notion uponSuie 
multitude ; for those who have once believed that God is 
the inspector of their lives wiU not permit themselves in any 
sin. And this is the charaotor of our legislator ; he was no 
impostor, no deceiver, as his revilers say, though unjustly, 
but such a one as they brag Minos *f to have been among 
the Greeks, and other l^islators after him; for some of 
them suppose that they had their laws from Jupiter, while 
Minos said, that the revelation of his laws was to be referred 
to Apollo and his oracle at Delphi, whether they really 
thought they were so derived, or supposed, however, that 
they could persuade the people easily that so it was. But 
which of these it was that made the best laws, and which had 
the greatest reason to believe that God was their author, it 
will be easy, upon comparing those laws themselves together, 
to determine; for it is time that we come to that point. 
[] I Now there are innumerable differences in the particular 
customs and laws that are among all mankind, which a man 
may briefly reduce under the following heads : Some legis- 
lators have permitted their governments to be under monar- 
chies, others put Ihem under oligarchies, and others under a 

* This language, that Mo#e8 «^ircf Umr, pemaded kinneff that what he 
did was according to God'a niU, can mean no more by Joat^xatl's own con* 
atant notioni dbewhfrc, than that ht wu firmfy pemtaded^ that he had /«i(y 
stUUfied hitnnlf that so it was, viz. by the many revelations he had received 
from Qod, and the numerous miracles God had enabled him to work, as he, 
both in these Tery two books against Apion, and in his Aotiqaitiet, most 
clearly and freauentlv assures us. This is farther evident from serend pai* 
sages lower, where be affirms that Moses was no impostor nor deoeiver, and 
where he assures us that Moseses constitution of government was no other 
than a theocracy ; and where he says, they are to hope fbr deliverance out of 
thor distresses by prayer to God, and that withal it was owing in part to this 
prophetic spirit of Moses that the Jews expected a resurrection from the dea^ 
See almost as strange a use of the like words, n/r^Mv r«y Otw, to penuadt Gud, 
Antia. B. vi. di. v. sect. S. 

f That is, Moses really was, what the heathen legislators pretended to be, 
under a divine direction ; nor does it yet appear that these prietensioDS to a 
supertiatural conduct, either in these lesislators or oracles, were mere delusions 
of men, without any demoniacal impretsu>ns, nor that Josephus took them so to 
be, as the andentest and cootemponury authots did sdll believe then to be tu- 
pematural. 

J This whole very large passage from [] to *.*, is corrected by Dr. Hudson, 
tfom Ensebius'a dtotion of it, ^sip. EvangcL viii. 8, which is herd DM a fittlo 
different from the present MSS. of Joieplnii. 
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republican fonn ; but our legislator had no regard to any 
otthese forms, but he ordained our government to be, whal« 
by a strained expression, mav be tertned a Theocracy^ bj 
ascribing the auuiority and the power to Grod, and by per- 
suading all the pec^le to have a r^;ard to him as the author 
of all the good things that were enjoyed either in common by 
all mankind^ or by each one in particular, and of all that they 
themselves obtained, by praying to him in their greatest dif- 
ficulties. He informed them, that it was impossible to escwe 
God*s observation, either in any of our outward actions or in 
any of our inward thoughts. ]Vu>reover, he represented Godf 
as unbegotten, and immutable, through all eternity, superior 
to all mortal conceptions in pulchritude ;. and, though known 
to us by his power, yet unknown to us as to his essence. I 
do not now explain how these notions of God are the sen- 
timents of the wisest among the Grecians, and how they 
were taught them upon the principles that he afforded them. 
However, they testify, with great assurance, that these no- 
tions are just, and agreeable to the nature of God, and to his 
majesty ; for Pythagoras, and Anaxagoras, and Plato, and 
the stoic philosophers that succeeded them, and almost all: 

* This exprenion itself, eits^ri«i> ir(lff|i W «'«^}n»/ic, That M9U» or- 
4iaiii<d ikt Jemitk gwenumtnt to be a Theocraiy^ may b€ illustrated by that 
paiallel ezpiestion ia the AntiquilieB, B. lii. cb. ?iiL seet. 9, that ^' Mote* 
left it to God to be preseot at liit sacrifice! when he pleased, and when ha 
pleased to be absent.** Both ways of speaking sound hanh in tlie ears of Jews 
and ChristiaM, as d» safwal others which Joiephus uses to the heathens ; bat 
•till they wara not very improper in him, when he all along thought fit to ac- 
commodate himself, both in his Antiquities and in these his books^ against 
Apion, all written £or the use of the Greeks and Romans, to their notions and 
language^ and this is as fiir as ever truth would give him leave. Though it be 
very observable withal, that he never usea such expressions in his books of the 
War, written originally for the Jews beyond Euphrates, and in their language, 
in aU these cases. However, Josephus directly supposes the Jewish settle, 
ment, under Moses, to be a divine settlement, and indeed no other than a real 
Theocmcy. 

i* These ezcdleat accounts of the divine attributes, and that God is not to 
be at all known in his essence, as also some other clesr expressions about the 
resurrection of the dead, and the state of dqiarted souls, &c. in this late work 
of Josepbus*s, look aiore like the exalied- notions of the Essens, or rather 
Efaionate Christiana, than of a mere Jew or Pharisee. The following large 
accounts also of the laws of Moses' seem to me to diew a regard to the higher 
interpretatiooK and improvements of Moses*s laws, derived from Jesus Christ, 
than to the bare letter of them in the CMd Testament, whence alone Josephuf 
look them when he wrote his Antiquities ; nor, as I think, can some of these 
laws, though generally excellent in their kind, be properly now found cither in 
the copies of the Jewish Pentateuch, or in Philo, or kk Josej^us himself, be« 
fere be became a Nazarene or Ebionite Christian, nor even all of them among 
die laws of Catholic Christianity thtmsdSes. I desire, therefore, the learned 
reader to consider, whether soma of. these improvemenu or inteipretatioiie 
might not be peculiar to the Essens among the Jews, or rather to the Na- 
zarencs or Ebionites among the Chriitlans ; Siough we have bdeed but imper- 
fect aoconnte of those Naiareoe or Ebionite Christians traBtmincd down to us 
at this day. 
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the rest, are of the same sentiments, and bad the same ncv 
lions of the nature of Gk)d ; yet durst not these men disclose 
those true notions to more than a few, because the body of 
the people were prejudiced with other opinions beforehand. 
But our Ic^slator, who made his actions agree to his laws, 
did -not on^ prevail with those that were his contemporaries 
to agree with these his notions, but so firmly imprinted this 
faith in God upon all their posterity, that it never could be 
removed. The reason why the constitution of this legisla- 
tion was ever better directed to the utility of all, than other 
legislations were, is this, That Moses did not make religion 
a part of virtue, but he saw and he ordained other virtues to 
be parts of reli^on ; I mean justice and fortitude, and tem- 
perance, and a universal agreement of the members of the 
community with one another : for all our actions and studies, 
and all our words [in Moseses settlement] have a reference to 
piety towards God ; for he hath left none of these in sus- 
pense, or undetermined. For there are two ways of coming 
at any sort of learning, and a moral conduct of life ; the one 
is by instruction in words, the other by practical exercises. 
Now, other lawgivers have separated these two ways in their 
opinions, and choosing one oi those ways of instruction, or 
that which best pleased every one of them, neglected the 
other. Thus did the Lacedemonians and the Cretians teach 
by practical exercises, but not by words ; while the Athe* 
mans, and almost all the other Gredans, made laws about 
what was to be done, or left undone, but had no regard to 
the exercising them thereto in practice. 

18. But fur our legislator, he very carefully joined these 
two methods of instruction together ; for he neither left these 
practical exercises to ^ on without verbal instruction, nor 
did he permit the heanng of the law to proceed without the 
exercises for practice ; but beginning immediately from the 
earliest infancy, and the appointment of every one^s diet, he 
left nothing of the very smallest consequence to be done at 
the pleasure and disposal of the person himself. Accordingly 
he made a fixed rule of law, what sorts of food they should 
abstain from, and what sorts they should make use of ; as 
also, what communion they should have with others, what 
great diligence they should use in their occupations, and what 
times of rest should be interposed ; that, by living under that 
law as under a father and a master, we might be guilty of no 
sin, neither voluntary nor out of ignorance ; for he did not 
suffer the guilt of ignorance to go on without punishment, 
but demonstrated the law to be the best and the most nece&. 
sary instruction of all others, permitting the people to leave 
off their other employments, and to assemble together for the 
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heaning of the kw, and learning it exactly, and this not once 
or twice, or oftener, but every week ; which thing all the 
other legislators seem to have neglected. 

19- And indeed, the greatest part of mankind are so far 
from living according to their own laws, that they hardly 
know them ; but when they have sinned, they learn from 
others that they have tram^gressed the law. Those also who 
are in the highest and principal posts of the government con- 
fess, they are not acquainted witn diose laws, and are obliged 
to take snch persons for their assessors in pubhc administra- 
tions as profess to have skill in those laws; but for our people, 
if any body do but ask any one of them about our laws, he 
wiH more readily tell them all than he will tell his own name, 
and this in consequence of our having learned them imme- 
diately as soon as ever we became sensible of any thing, and 
of our having them a^ it were engraven on our souls. Our 
transgressors of them are but few, and it is impossible, when 
any do offend, to escape punishment. 

SO. And this very tiling it is that principally creates such a 
wonderful agreement of minds amongst us all ; for this en- 
tire agreement of ours in all our notions concerning Grod, and 
<mr having no difference in our course of life and manners, 
procures among us the most excellent concord of these our 
manners that is anywhere among mankind; for no other 
people but we Jews have avoided all discourses about God 
that any way contradict one another, which yet are frequent 
among other nations ; and this is ttue not only among ordi- 
nary persons, according as every one is affected, but some of 
the pnilosophers have oeen insolent enough to indulge such 
contradictions, while some of them have undertaken to use 
such words as entirely take away the nature of God, as others 
of them have taken away his providence over mankind. Nor 
can any one percnve amongst us any difference in the con« 
duct 01 our lives, but all our worics^u^ common to us all. 
We have one sort of discourse concerning God^ which is con- 
formable to our law, and affirms that he sees all things ; as 
also we have but one way of speaking concerning the con- 
duct of our lives, that all other things ought to have piety 
for their end ; and this any body may hear from our women 
and servants themselves. 

81. And indeed, hence hath arisen that accusation which 
lome make against us, that we have not produced men that 
have been the inventors of new operations, or of new ways 
of speaking ; for others think it a fine thing to persevere m 
nothing that has been delivered down from their forefathers, 
and these testify it to be an instance of the sharpest wisdom 
when thcffc men venture to transgress those- traditions ; 
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whereas we^ cm the cootraiy, cuppose it to be our only wis. 
dom and virtue to admit no actions nor supposals that are 
contrary to our original laws \ which procedure of. oturs is a 
just and sure sign, Uiat our law is admuably constituted ; for 
such laws as are not thus well made are convicted upon trial 
to want amendment •; 

22. But while we are ourselves persuaded that our law 
was made agreeably to the witt of God, it woukl be im{Mous 
for us not to observe the same ; for what is there in it that 
any body would change ? and what can be invented that is 
better? or what can we take out of other people^s laws that 
will exceed it P Perhaps some would have the entire settle 
ment of our government altered. And where shall we find 
a better or more righteous constitution than ours ? while this 
makes us esteem God to be the governor of the universe, and 
permits the priests in general to be the administrators df the 
principal affairs, and withal entrusts the government over the 
other priests to the chief higtL-priest himself: which priests 
our legislator, at their first appointment, did not advance to 
that dignity for their riches, or any abundance of otber,pos- 
sessions, or an v plenty they had, as the gifts of fortune ; but 
he entrusted the principal management of divine worship to 
those that exceeded others in an ability to persuade men, and 
in prudence of conduct. These men had the OHun care of 
the law, and of the other parts of the pcople^s conduct com- 
mitted to them ; for they were the priests who were ordained 
to be the inspectors of all, and the judges in doubtful cases, 
and the punishers of those that were condemned to suffer 
punishment. 

23. What form of government then can be more holy 
than this ? what more worthy kind of worship can be paid to 
God than we pay, where the entire body of the people are 
prepared for religion, where an extraormnary degree of care 
IS required in the priests, and where the whole polity is so 
ordered as if it were a certain religious solemnity ? For what 
things foreigners, when they solemnize such festivals, are not 
able to observe for a few days^ time, and call them tnysUriotu 
and sacred ceremonies^ we observe with great pleasure and an 
unshaken resolution during our whole lives. What are the 
things then that we are commanded or forbidden ? They are 
simple, and ca^ly known. The first command is concerning 
God, and affirms that God contains all things, and is a Being 
every way perfect and happy, self-sufficient, and supplying 
all other beings ; the beginning, the middle, and the end of all 
things. He is manifest in his works and benefits, and more 
conspicuous than any other being whatsoever ; but as to his 
form and n^agnitude he is most obscure. All materials, let 
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them be ever so oottly, are unworthy to oompofie ati image 
for him, and all arts are unartful to express the notion we 
ought to have of him. We can neither see nor think of any 
thing like him, nor is it agreeable to piety to form a resem- 
blance of him. We see his works, the light, the heaven, the 
earth, the sun and the moon, the waters, the generations of 
animals, the productions of fruits. These things hath God 
made, not with hands, not with labour, not as wanting the 
assistance of any to co-operate with him ; but as his wul re. 
solved they should be made, and be good also, they were 
made, and became good immediately. All men ought to 
follow this Being, and to worship him in the exercise of vir- 
tue ; for thb way of worship of Grod is the most haiy of all 
others. 

24. There ought also to be but one temple for One God ; 
for likeness is the constant foundation of agreement. This 
temple ought to be common to all men, because he is the 
common God of all men. His priests are to be conUnually 
about his worship, over whom he that is the first by his birth 
is to be their ruler perpetually. His business must be to 
ofiSer sacrifices to God, together with those priests that are 
joined with him ; to see that the laws be observed, to determine 
controversies, and to punish those that are convicted of in- 
justice ; while he that does not submit to him shall be subject 
to the same punishment as if he had been guilty of impiety 
towards Goa himself. When we ofier sacnfices to him, we 
do it, not in order to surfeit ourselves or to be drunken ; for 
such excesses are against the will of God, and would be an 
occasion of injuries and of luxury ; but by keeping ourselves 
sober, orderly, and ready for our other occupations, and being 
more temperate than others. And for our duty at the sacri^ 
fices theinselves, we ought, in the first place, to pray* for die 
common welfare of all, and after that for our own ; for we 
are made for fellowship one with another, and he who pre- 
fers the common cood before what is peculiar to himself is 
above all acceptable to Grod. And let our prayers and sup« 
plications be made humbly to Grod, not [so much] that he 

* We may hen obeeiTe how known • thing it wu among the Jewi and 
heathens, in this and many other instances, that tacrifictt were still accom- 
panied with prayerM; whence most probably came those phrases of the tacrifie^ 
cfffrayer, the uurifM tfpraite^ the Murifict iftkankigiving, Howerer, tboia 
aodent forms used at sacrincts are now generally lost, to the no soaall dami^e 
4»f true rdigion. It is here also extteding remarkable, that although the 
temple at Jerusalem was built as the only place where the whole nation of the 
Jews were to offer their sacrifices, yet is there no mention of the «aert)fEcet 
themsdves, but of praytrt only, in Sdomon*s long and famous fbm of devvv 
tion at its dedication. 1 Kings viiL ; 2 Chron. vi. See also many passages 
dted in the Apostolical Constitutions, viL 37, and Of the War above, B. vii. ch. 
?t sect. a. 
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would give U8 what is good (for he hath already given that of 
hts own accord, and hath proposed the same publicly to all), 
as that we may duly receive it, and, when we have received 
it, may preserve it Now the law has appointed several pu- 
rifications at our sacrifices, whereby we are cleansed after a 
funeral, after what sometimes happens to us in bed, and after 
accompanying with our wives, and upon may other occa- 
sions which it would be too long now to set down. And this 
is our doctrine concerning God and hb worship, and is the 
same that the law appoints tx our practice. 

55. But then, what are our laws about marriage ? That 
law owns no other mixture of sexes but that which nature 
hath appointed, of a man with his wife, and that this be used 
only for the procreation of children, fiut it abhors the mix- 
ture of a male with a male ; and if any one do that, death is 
his punishment. It commands us also, when we marry, not 
to have regard to a portion, nor to take a woman by violence, 
nor to persuade her deceitfully and knavishly, but to demand 
her in marria^ of him who nath power to dispose of her, 
and is fit to give her away by the nearness of his kindred ; 
for, says the Scripture, A woman is inferior to her husband 
in all things,* Let her therefore be obedient to him ; not 
so that he should abuse her, but that she may acknowledge 
her duty to her husband ; for God hath ^ven the authority 
to the husband. A husband, therefore, is to lie oply with 
his wife whom he hath married ; but to have to do with ano- 
ther man^s wife is a wicked thing, which if any one ventures 
upon, death is inevitably his punishment : no more can he 
avoid the same who forces a virgin betrothed to atiother man, 
or entices another man^s wife. The law, moreover, enjdnff 
us to bring up all our offspring, and forbids women to cause 
abortion of wnat is begotten, or to destroy it afterward ; and 
if any woman appears to have so done, she will be a mur- 
derer of her child, by destroying a living creature, and dimi- 
nishing humankind : if any one, therefore, proceeds to such 
fornication or murder, he cannot be clean. Moreover, the 
law enjoins that after the man and wife have lain together in 
a regular way, they shall bathe themselves ; for there is a 
defilement contracted thereby both in soul and body, as if 
they had gone into another country ; for indeed the soul, by 
beinff united to the body, is subject to miseries, and is not 
freed therefrom again but by death ; on which account the 
law requires this purification to be entirely performed. 

56. Nay indeed, the law does not permit us to make festi- 
vals at the births of our children, ana thereby afford occasion 

* Thii text it nowhere in <mr pitient copiei of 4be Old TetumcBL 
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of drinking to excess ; but it ordains that the very beginning 
of our educatbn should be immediately directed to sdbriety. 
It also commands us to bring those children up in learning, 
and to exercise them in the laws, and to make them acquainted 
with the acts of their predecessors, in order to their imitation 
of them, and that they miffbt be nourished up in the laws 
from their infancy, and might neither transgress them» nor 
have any pretence for their ignorance of them. 

27. Our law hath also taken care of the decent burial of 
the dead, but without any extnnragant expenses for their fu- 
nerals, and without the erection of any illustrious monuments 
for them ; but hath ordered that their nearest relations should 
perform their obsequies, and hath shewed it to be regular 
that all who pass by when any one is buried should aooom- 
pany the funeral, and join in tne lamentation. It also ordains 
that the house and its inhabitants should be purified after the 
funeral is over, that every one may thence learn to keep at a 

Seat distance from the droughts of being pure, if he hath 
en once guilty of murder. 

28. The law ordains also, that parents ^ould be honoured 
immediately after Grod himself, and delivers that son who 
does not requite them for the benefits he hath received from 
them, but is deficient on any such occasion, to be stoned. It 
also says, that the young men should pay due respect tx> 
every elder, since God is the eldest of all bdmgs. It doe» 
not give leave to conceal any thing from our friends, because 
that is not true friendship which will not commit dl things 
to their fidelity : it also forbids the revelation of secrets^ even 
though an emnity arise between them. If any judge takes 
bribes, his punishment is death ; he that overlooks one that 
offers him a petition, and this when he is able to rdieve him, 
he is a guilty person. What is not by mj one entrusted to 
another ougnt not to be required back again. No <Hie is to 
touch anotner^s goods. He that lends money must not de- 
mand usury for its loan. These and many more of the like 
sort are the rules that unite us in the bands of society one 
with another. 

29. It will be also worth our while to see what equity our 
le^slator would have us exercise in our intercourse with 
strangers ; for it will thence appear that he made the best 
provirion he possibly could, both that we should not dissolve 
our own constitution, nor shew any envious mind towards 
those that would cultivate a friendship with us. Accordingly 
our legislator admits all those that have a mind to observe 
our laws so to do, and this after a friendly manner, as esteem- 
ing that a true union, which not only extends to our own 
stock, but to those that would live after the same manner with 



SSO FLATiUS JOSEFHUS BOOK n. 

us ; jet does he not allow those that come to us by accident 
only, to be admitted into communion. with us. 

w. However, there are other things which our legislator 
ordained for us beforehand, which of necessity we ou^ht to 
do in common to all men ; as to afford fire, and water, and 
food to such as want it ; to shew them the roads ; not to let 
any one lie unburied. He also would have us treat those 
that are esteemed our enemies with moderaUon ; for he doth 
not allow us to set their country on fire, nor permit us to cut 
down those trees that bear fsuit ; nay farther, he forbids us 
to spoil those that have been slain in war. He hath also 
pnmded for such as are taken captive, that they may not be 
injured, and espedally that the women may not be abused. 
Indeed he hath taught us gentleness and humanity so efiieo- 
tually that he hath not despised the care of brute beasts, by 
permitting no other than a regular use of them, and fi>r- 
bidding any other ; and if any ct them come to our houses 
like supplicants, we are forbidden to slay them ; nor may we 
kill the dams together with their young ones ; bat we are 
obliged, even in an enemy^s country, to spare and not kill 
those creatures that labour for mankind. Thus hath our 
lawgiver contrived to teach us an equitable conduct everr 
way, by usin^ us to sudi laws as instruct us therein ; while 
at the same time he hath ordained that such as break these 
laws should be punished, without the allowance of any excuse 
whatsoever. 

81. Now the greatest part of offenees with us are capital ; 
as, if any one be guilty of adultery ; if any one force a virgin; 
if any one be so impudent as to attempt sodomy with a male ; 
OF if, upon another's making an attempt upon bim, he sub- 
mits to be so used. There is also a law for slaves of the like 
nature that can never be avoided. Moreover, if any one 
cheats another in measures or weights, or makes a knavish 
bargain and sale in order to cheat another ; if any one steal 
what belongs to another, and takes what he never deposited, 
all these have punishments allotted them ; not sucn as are 
met with among other nations, but more severe ones. And 
as for attempts of unjust behaviour towards parents, or for 
impiety against God, though diey be not actually accoxn- 
pli^ea, tne offenders are destroyed immediately. However, 
the reward for such as live exactly accordinff to the laws ia 
not silver nor gold ; it is not a garland of olive branches or 
of smallage, nor any such public sign of commendation ; but 
ev^ry good man hath his own conscience bearing witness to 
himself; and by virtue of our leeislator^s prophetic sprit, and 
of the firm security God himseEf afibrds such a one, he b^ 
lieves that God hath made thb grant to those that observe 
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these laws, even though they be obliged readily to die for 
them, that they shall come into being again, and at a certain 
revolution of things shall receive a better life than they had 
enjoyed before. Nor would I venture to write thus at this 
time, were it not well known to all by our actions, that many 
of our people have many a time bravely i^^solved to endure 
any sunerings rather than speak one wcHtl against our law. 

S2. Nay indeed, in case it had so fallen out that our na* 
tion had not been so thoroughly known among all men as 
they are, and our voluntary submission to our laws had not 
been so open and manifest as it is, but that somebody had 
pretended to have written these laws himself, and had read 
them to the Greeks, or had pretended that he had met with 
men out of the limits of the luiown world that had such re- 
verent notions of God, and had continued a long time in the 
firm observuice of such laws as ours, I cannot but suppose 
that all men would admire them, on a reflection upon the 
frequent chains they had therein been themselves subject 
to ; and this while those that have attempted to write some- 
what of the same kind for pditic government, and for laws, 
are accused as composing monstrous things, and are sud to 
have undertaken an impossible task upon.them. And here I 
will say nothing of those other philosophers who have under- 
taken any thing of this nature in their writings. But even 
Plato himself, who is so admired by the Gredcs on account 
of that gravity in his manners, and force in his words, and 
that abUity he had to persuade men beyond all other philoso- 
phers, is little better than laughed at, and exposed to ridicule 
on that account, by those that pretend to sagacity in political 
affurs ; although he that shall dihgendy peruse his writings 
will find his precepts to be somewhat gentle, and pretty near 
to the customs of the generality of mankind. Nay, Plato 
himself confesseth that it is not safe to publish the true no- 
tion concerning God among the ignorant multitude. Yet do 
some men look upon PlatoV diBcourses as no better than 
certain idle words set off with great artifice. However, they 
admire Lycurgus as the principal lawgiver, and all men 
celebrate Sparta for having continued in the firm observaooe 
of his laws for a very long time. So far then we have geined, 
that it is to be confessed a mark of virtue to submit to laws.* 
But then, let such as admire this in the Lacedemonians coin- 
pare that duration of theirs with more than two thousand 

* It may not be anrist to set down here a very rematlcable tettimony of Ae 
great ]ihilo<ophar Cicero at to the pcefctenoe of £aart lo ^tkifcaopk^ «« I wiU,* 
sayi he, <« boldly declare my opinion, though the whole world be offended at it. 
I prefer this little book of the Twelve Tablet alone to all the volumes of the 
philoMphera. I find it to be not only of mote weight, bat oko much more use- 
fuL*' De Ontarc 
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)re&r% which our political gorvernmeiit bath continued ; and 
et them farther consider, that though the Lacedemonians 
did seem to observe their laws exactly, while they enjoyed 
their liberty, yet that when they und^went a change In mix 
fortune, they forgot almost all those laws ; while we, having 
been under ten thousand changes in our fortune by the changes 
tliat happened among the kings of Asia, we have never be- 
trayed our laws under the most pressing distresses we have 
been in ; nor have we neglected them either out of sloth or 
for a livelihood.* NaY» if any one will consider it, the dif« 
ficulties and labours laid upon us have been greater than 
what appears to have been borne by the Lacedemonian for. 
titude, while they neither ploughed their land nor exercised 
any trades, but lived in tneir own dty, free from all such 
pamstaking, in the enjoyment of .plenty, and using such 
exercises as might improve their bodies, while they made use 
of other men as their servants for all the necessaries of life, 
and had their food prepared for them by the others ; and 
these ^ood and humane actions they do for no other purpose 
but this, that by their actions and their sufferings they may 
be able to conquer all those against whcMn they make war. 
I need not add this, that they have not been fully able to ob^ 
serve their laws ; for not only a few single persons, but muU 
titudes of them, have in heaps neglected those laws, and have 
delivered Uiemselves, together wiu their arms, into the hands 
of their enemies. 

88. Now as for ourselves, I venture to say that no one 
can tell of so many, nay not of more than one or two, thai 
have betrayed our laws ; no not out of fear of death itself: I 
do not mean such an easy death as happens in battles, but 
that which comes with bodily torments, and seems to be the 
severest kind of death of all others. Now I think those that 
have conquered us have put us to such deaths, not out of 
.their hatred to us when they had subdued us, but. rather out 
of their desire of seeing a surprising sight, which is this, 
whether there be such men in the world who believe that no 
evil is to them so great as to be compelled to do or to speak 
any thing contrary to their own laws? Nor ou^ht men to 
wonder at us, if we are more courageous in dymg for our 
laws than all other men are; for other men do not easily 
submit to the easier things in which we are instituted ; I 
mean working with our own hands, and eating but little, and 
being contented to eat and drink, not at randbm, or at every 
one^s pleasure, or being under inviolable rules in lying with: 
our wives, in magnificent furniture, and again in the obser- 

^ Or, we haTe obitnred our timei «f feit ind lortt of food aUowcd nt [diirina. 
UMMedittreMct.] 
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vation of our times of rest ; while those that can use th&t 
swords in war, and can put their enemies to flight when they 
attack them, cannot bear to submit to such laws about their 
way of Uving ; whereas our being accustomed willingly to 
submit to laws, in tliese instances, renders us fit to shew our 
fortitude upon other occasions also. 

34. Yet do the Lysimachi and tlie Molones, and some 
other writers (unskilful sophists as they are), and the deceiv- 
ers of young men, reproach us as the vilest of all mankind. 
Now I have no mind to make an inquiry into the laws of 
other nations ; for the custom o{ our country is to keep our 
own laws, but not to bring accusations agtiinst the laws of 
others. And indeed our legislator hath expressly forbidden 
us to laugh at and revile those that are esteemed gods by 
other people,* on account of the very name of God ascribed 
to them. But since our antagonists think to run us down 
upon the comparison of their religion and ours, it b not pos« 
siole to keep silence here, especially while what I shall say 
to confute these men will not be now first said, but hath been 
already said by many, and these of the highest reputation 
also ; for who is there among those that have been admired 
among the Greeks for wisdom, who hath not greatly blamed 
both the most famous poets and most celebrated legislators 
for spreading such notions originally among the body of the 
people concerning the gods ? such as these, that they may be 
allowed to be as numerous as they have a mind to have them; 
that they are begotten one by another, and that after all the 
kinds of generation you can imafi;ine. They also distinguish 
them in their places and ways oi living, as they would dis* 
tingiiish several sorts of animals : as some to be under the 
earth ; as some to be in the sea ; and the ancientest of them 
all to be bound in hell : and for those to whom they have 
allotted heaven, they have set over them one who in title is 
their father, but in his actions a tyrant and a lord ; whence 
it came to pass that his wife, and brother, and daughter, 
(which daughter he brought forth from his own head), made 
a conspiracy against him to seise upon him and confine him, 
as he had himself seized upon ana confined his own father 
before. 

85. And justly have the wisest men thought these notions 
deserved severe rebukes ; they also laugh at them for deter- 
mining that we ought to believe some of the gods to be beard- 
less and young, and others of them to be old, and to have 
beards accordingly ; that some are set to trades ; that tme god 
is a smith, and another goddess' is a weaver ; that one god 

* See Aotiq. B. it. cbip. viiL sect 10, and ht nott. 
VOL. IV. A a 
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it a mnrior, and fi^ts with men ; that «ne ot tbem 9n 
liMrpcrs, or delight m ait:hery ; and besdes, tiut niutiud tedi. 
tiont ante aoioK them, and that ther quarrel abcMtt men, and 
diiteofarlhat tbeynotonljlayfaanatupononeanodier, but 
that they are -wounded by men, and lament, and take on flir 
such their a£9ictions. But what it the CToateet of all in point 
of lasdvioutnets, are those unboundea lusts atciifatd to al- 
most all of them, and their amours ; which, how can it be 
other than a most absurd sapposal, especially when it reaches 
to the male ^ods, and to the liemale goddesses also ^ More- 
mrer, the chief of all their gods, and dieir first father htnsdf, 
oreriooks those soddesses whom he hath dehided and bo* 
««« with cbuTSd 8dfcr.tbe«tobekept»pri»o * 
drowned io the sea. He is also bo bound up by fate, that be 
cannot save hit own ofispring, nor can he bear tbenr deadM 
without shedding of teart. These are fine things indeed f at 
ore the rest that follow. Aduheries truly are so impudendy 
looked on in hearen by tlie cods, that some of tbem have 
oonfe«d they aaviediceS^ne bonnd»the v«y«*. 
And why should they not do jo, when the eldest of tbem, who 
it their king also, hath not been able to restrain himsel;^ in 
the "vi^ence of his Lust, fram lying with his wife so long aa 
they might get into thor bed^^chamber P Now some of tbe 
gods are servants to men^ and will sometimes be buHders for 
a reward, and sometimes will be dbephecds ; while others of 
them, Uke malefactors, are hound in a prison of brats. And 
vbat sober person is theee who would not be provoked at 
sttdi stories, and rebuke those that foi^ged them, and condemn 
the great silliness of those that admit them for ime ? Nay, 
others tjbere are that have advanoed a certain timorousDess 
asid fear, at also madness and £raud, and any other of the 
vtledt fnssions, into the nature and Ibrm of ^oda, and hai^e 
peosaaded whole cities to offer aaorifice to the better aort of 
them 4 /on idUch account they have been absolutdty forced to 
esteem some gods at the giviers of good things* and to oaU 
othemof themai/)ertersflfeviil. They also endearawr to saove 
them, las ;fthey would the vileat of men, by gift^ and preseotflw 
as looking for nothing dse dian ^ receive some 0Niit misehif^ 
from them, unless they pay them such wages. 

S6. Wherefisreit deserves our inquiry, wbaftsshoiildbethe 
occraon^of this lui^ueit jraanagwwnt, and of theae iwaitdah 
about tbe Deity ? And )truJy I wppoae it to -be jde^med fiwa 
the impesfect Jknowledce tiie.heatben ]«^ 
the true nature of iirod : nor .(J&d th^ explain to ikfi p^opln 
even so far as they did comprehend of it ; nor 4td tb^y fraw- 
pose the other parts of their political settlements according to 
it, but omitted it at a thing of ivery little /ocmseqnencej and 
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gave leave both to the poets to introduce what gods tbej 
pleased^ and those subject to all sorts of passions, and to the 
orators to procure political decrees from the people tor the 
admission of such foreign gods as they thought premier. The 
painters also, and statuaries of Greece, had herein great powei', 
as each of them could contrive a shape [proper for a god j ; 
the one to be formed out of clay, and the other by making a 
bars picture of such a one. But those workmen that were 
principally admired had the use of ivory and of gold as the 
constant materials tcfr their new statues; [whereby it comes 
to pass that some temples are quite deserted, while others are 
in great esteem, and adorned with all the rites of all kinds of 
p!urifioation.] Besides this, the first gods, who have lone 
flourished in the honours done them, are now grown old, 
[while those that flourished after them are come in their room 
as a second rank, that I may qpeak the most honourably of 
them that I can ;1 nay, certain other gpds there are, who are 
newly introduced ana newly worshipped, [as we 1^ way of 
digressioQ have said already, and yet have left their places of 
worship desolate ;] and for their temples, some of tnem ane 
thready left desolate, and others are built anew, according to 
the pleasure of men ; whereas they ought to have preserved 
their o^ion about God, and that worship which is due t9 
him, always and immutably the same. 

87. But now this ApoLloniua Molo was one ct tfcese 
foolish and proud men. However, nothing that I have sod 
wflta unknown to tbose that were real philosophers among the 
Greeks, nor were they unacouainted with those frigid pfe- 
tencea of aUegoriea [which haa been alleged for such things ;1 
cm which acoount they justly despised them, but have stiu 
agreed with us as to the true and lieoenipg notions ci God ; 
vwpce it was that Pkto would not have pditical settlements 
^dmit of any one of the other poets^ and dismisses even 
Homer himself^ with a glu'land on bis head, and ^b oint- 
Qwat poured upon him, and this beeause be should not 
dostroy the right notions of 6o4 with his fablea. Nay, Plato 
principaUy imitated oisr legisliitor m this pmii, that he eth- 
jeified hts ckmaa to have the main rerard ta this preoepty 
that every one of them should learn their Iblwb aocuratety. 
He also ordiaioed tbat they should not admit of foreigiiaPB 
ivterraiaing vnth thew Qvm peofle at vand<om ; and pvcmded 
diat the cfiouDonweakh shoald ceep itself pui«, and- comisi 
of such only as persevered in their own laws.^ A p eBe niw i 
Molo did no way consider this, when he made it one branch 
qf his accnsation a^^inst us, that we do not adxnit of suoh aa 
|)a,vc difieseot npliooa about QoAx nor will v« hame fellows* 
ship with those that choose to observa a way of Kving dtf- 

AaSS 
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ferent from ourselves ; vet is not this method peculiar to us^ 
but common to all other men ; not among the ordinary 
Grecians only, but among such of those Grecians as are <n 
the greatest reputation amon^ them. Moreover, the Lace^ 
deraonians continued in their way of expelling foreigners^ 
and would not indeed give leave to their own people to tra- 
vel abroad, as suspectmg that those two things would in- 
troduce a dissolution of their own laws: and perhaps there 
may be some reason to blame the rigid severity of the Lace- 
demonians ; for they bestowed the privilege of their city on 
no foreigners, nor indeed would give leave to them to stay 
among them ; whereas we, thougn we do not think fit to 
imitate other institutions, yet do we wilUn^ly admit of those 
that desire to partake of ours, which I thmk I may reckon 
to be a plain indication of our humanity, and at the same 
time of our magnanimity also. - 

38. But I shall say no more of the Lacedemonians. As 
for the Athenians, who glory in having made their city to be 
cpmmon to all men, what tneir behaviour was, ApoUoniua 
did not know, while they punished those that did but speak 
one word contrary to their laws about the gods, without any 
mercy ; for on what other account was it that Socrates was 
put to death by them ? For certainly he neither b^traved 
their city to its enemies, nor was he guilty of any sacrilege 
with regard to any of their temples ; but it was on.this ac- 
count, Uiat he swore certain new oaths,* and that he afiSrmed 
either in earnest, or as some say, only in jest, that a certain 
demon used to make signs to him [what be should not do]. 
For these reasons he was condemned to drink pcnson, ana 
kill himself. His accuser also complained that he corrupted 
the young men, by inducing them to despise the political 
settlement and laws of their city ; and thus was Socrates, the 
citizen of Athens, punished. There was also Anaxagoras, 
who although he was of Clazomenae, was within a few suf- 
frages of being condemned to die, because he said the suiv 
which the Athenians thought to be a god, was a ball of fire. 
They also made this pubuc proclamation, that they would 

five a talent to any one who would kill Diagoraa of Mekis, 
ecause it was reported of him that he laughed at their myv- 
teries ; Protagoras also, who was thought to have written 
somewhat that was not owned for truu by the Athenians 
about the gods, had been seised upon and put to death, if he 
had not fl^ immediately away. Nor neea we at all wonder 

* See what these novel oathi were, in Br. Hudson*! note; m. to tvew bjaa 
oalr, by a goot, and by a dog, as also by a g€mder^ as says Fhflostntns and 
ochen. This swearing strange oaths was also forbidden by the Tynans, B« i* 
sect 22, as.Spanheini hen notes. 
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that they thus treated such considerable meiiy when they did 
not spare even women also ; for they very lately slew a cer- 
tain priestessy because she was accused by somelxKly that she 
initiated people into the worship of strange gods, it having 
been forbidden so to do by one of their laws ; and a capitiQ 
punishment had been decreed to such as introduced a strange ' 
sod ; it being manifest, that they who make use of such a law 
do not believe those of other nations to be really gods, other- 
wise they had not envied themselves the advantage of more 
gods than they already had. And this was the happy admi- 
nistration of the affairs of the Athenians ! Now as to tlie 
Scythians, they take a pleasure in kiUing men, and differ little 
from: brute beasts, yet do they think it reasonable toliave their 
institutions observed. They also slew Anarcharsis,a person 
greatly admired for his wisdom among the Greeks, when he 
returned to them, because he appeared to come fraught with 
Grecian customs : one may also find many to have been 
punished among the Persians on the very same account. And 
to be sure Apollonius was greatly pleased with the laws of 
^he Persians, and was an admirer of them, because the 
<jrreeks enjoyed the advantage of their courage, and had the 
'very same opinion about the gods which they had. This last 
-was exemplified in the temples which they burnt, and their 
courage in coming, and almost ^entirely enslaving the Gre- 
cians. However, Apollonius has imitated all the Persian 
institutions, and that by his aSsnng violence to other mejo'^s 
wives, and castrating his own sons. Now with us it is a capi- 
tal crime if any one does thus abuse even a brute beast ; and 
as for us, neither hath the fear of our governors, nor a desire 
of following what other nations have in so great esteem, been 
•able to withdraw us from our own laws ; nor have we exerted 
our courage in raising up wars to increase our wealth, but 
only for the observation of our laws : and when we with pa- 
'tience bear other losses, yet when any persons would compel 
418 to break our laws, then it is that we choose to ^o to war, 
though it be beyond our ability to pursue it, and bear the 
jgrreatest calamities to the last with much fortitude. And 
indeed, what reason can there be why we should desire to 
.imitate the laws of other nations, while we see they are not 
observed by their own legislators ? And why do not the I^ace- 
demonians think of abolishing that form of their govemm^t, 
which suffers them not to associate with any others, as well 
as their contempt of matrimony ? And why do not the Eleans 
and Thebans abolish that unnatural and impudent lust which 
makes them lie with males ? For they will not shew a suffi- 
cient sign of their repentance of what they of old thought to 
be very excellent, and very advantageous in their practices, 
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unleM they entirely aYoid all such actions for the time to 
come : nay, eilch things are still inserted into the body of 
their laws, and had once such a power among the Greeks 
that they ascribed these sodomitical practices to the gods 
themselves, as a part of their good character ; and indeed it 
was according to the same manner that the gods married 
their own sisters. This the Greeks contrived as an apology 
for their own absurd and unnatural pleasures. 

99. I omit to speak concerning punishments, and how 
many ways of escaping them the greatest part of the legisla^ 
tors have afforded muefactors, by ordaining that for adulte* 
ries, fines in money should be allowed, and for corrupting* 
[virgins] they need only marry them ;-f' as also what excuses 
they may have in denying the facts, if any one attempts to 
inquire mto them ; for amongst most other nations it is n 
studied art how men may transgress their laws. But no sueh 
thing is permitted amongst us; for though we be deprived of 
our wealth, of our cities, or of the other advantages we have, 
43ur law continues immortal ; nor can any Jew go so far from 
his own country, nor be so affirighted at the severest lord, as 
not to be more affrighted at the law than at him. If, there- 
fore, this be the die^sition we are under with regard to the 
excellency of our laws, let our enemies make us this conces- 
sion, that our laws are most excellent ; and if still they 
imagine, that though we so firmly adhere to them, yet are 
they bad laws notwithstanding, what penalties then oo they 
tleserve to undergo, who do not observe their own laws, 
which they esteem so far superior to them ? Whereas, there, 
fore, length of time is esteemed to be the truest touchstone 
in all cases, I would make that a testimonial of the excellency 
of our laws, and of that belief thereby delivered to us conn^ 
cerning God. For as there hath been a very long time for 
this comparison, if any one will but compare its duration 
with the duration of the laws made by other l^slatcnrs, he 
will find our legislator to have been the ancientest of them 
aU. 

40. We have already demonstrated that our laws have 
bcjSn such as have always inspired admiration and imitation 
into all other men ; nay, the earliest Greeian philosofdion, 

* Why Jotephvf hert sboold blam* tome beatheD Icgialaiort, vhcD dMgr 
allowed 10 fiuj a compontion for simple fornication, ai an oblisadoQ 4« marry 
the TJigin that was osrrupted, is hard to say, seeing he had himself trul/ fofbrm- 
ed Ds tliat it was a law of the Jews, Aotiq. B. iv. ehap. riii. sect. 1SB, w it b 
the law of Cbiistiauity also ; see Hoicb Corcnant, page 6*1. I am «U»ost tm4f 
to suspect, that for ymfuu^ vs should here read ym^ui*^ And that couttpting wed- 
lock, or other men's wives, is the crime iot which these hcatbeos wickedly allow- 
ed this composition in money* 

f OtfoK cOT fupting other s0B*s wires Ibe same«Oowanoew 
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though in appearance they observed the laws of their own 
countries^ yet did they, in their actions, and their philosophic 
doctrines, follow our le^slator, and instructed men to Im 
sparingly, and to hare uriendly connmuiication one with an- 
other. Nay farther, the mukitude of mankind itself have had 
a great inclination for a long time to follow our religious ob- 
servances ; for there is not any city of the Grecians, nor any 
of the barbarians, nor any nation whatsoever, wbitber our 
custom of resting on the seventh day hath not come, and by 
which our fasts, and lighting up lamps, and many of our pro. 
hibitions as to our food, are not observed : they also endea- 
vour to imitate our mutual conoord with one another, and the 
charitable distribution of our goods, and our diligence in our 
trades, and our fortitude in undei^in^ the distresses we are 
in oa account of our laws ; and, what is here matter of the 
greatest admiration, our law hath no bait of pleasure to allure 
men to it, but it prevails by its own force ; and as God him* 
self pervades all tne world, so hath our law passed through all 
the world also. So that if any one will but reflect on his own 
country and his own family, he will have reason to give 
credit to what I say. It is therefore but just, either to con« 
demn all mankind of indulging a wicked disposition, when 
they have been so desirous at imitating laws tnat are to them 
foreign and evil in themselves, rather than following laws of 
their own that are of a better character, or else our accusers 
must leave off their spite against us. Nor are we guilty of 
any envious behaviour towards them when we honour our 
own legislator, and believe what he, by his prophetic au- 
thority, hath taught us concerning God P For though we 
should not be able ourselves to understand the excellency of 
our own laws, yet would the great multitude of those that 
desire to imitate them justify us in greatly valuing ourselves 
upon them. 

41. But as for the [distinct] political laws by which we 
are governed, I have delivered them accurately in my books 
of Antiquities ; and have only mentioned them now so far as 
was necessary to mv present purpose, without proposing to 
myself, eidier to buune the laws of other nations or to make 
an encomium upon our own, but in curder to convict those 
that have written about us unjustly, and in an impudent af- 
fectation of disguising the truth. And now I think I have 8uf« 
ficiently completed what I proposed in writing these books : 
for whereas our accusers have pretended that our nation 
are a people of a very late original, I have demonstrated that 
they are exceeding andent ; for I have produced as witnesses 
thereto many ancient writers, who have made mention of us 
in their books, while they said that no such writer had so 
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done. jVf oreover, they had said that we were sprung from 
the Egyptians, while I have proved that wc came from 
another country into Egypt : while they had told lies of us, 
as if we were expelled thence on account of diseases in our 
bodies, it has appeared on the contrary, that we returned to 
our own country by our own choice, and with sound and 
strong bodies. Those accusers reproached our legislator as a 
vile fellow ; whereas God in old times bare witness to his vir- 
tuous conduct ; and since that testimony of Grod, time itself 
hath been discovered to have Lome witness to. the same thing. 
42. As to the laws themselves, more words are unneces- 
sary, for they are visible in their own nature, and appear to 
teach not impiety, but the truest piety in the world. They 
do not make men hate one another, but encourage people to 
communicate what they have to one another freely ; they are 
enemies to injustice, they take care of righteousness, they 
banish idleness and expensive living, and instruct men to bie 
content with what they have, and to be laborious in their 
callings ; they forbid men to make war from a desire of get- 
ting more, but make men courageous in defending the laws ; 
they are inexorable in punishing malefactors; they admit 
no sophistry of words, but are always established by actions 
themselves, which actions we ever propose as surer demon- 
strations than what is contained in writing only : on which 
account I am so bold as to say, that we are become the 
teachers of other men in the greatest number of things, and 
those of the most excellent nature only ; for what is more 
excellent than inviolable piety ? what is more just than sub- 
mission to laws ? and what is more advantageous than mutual 
love and concord ? And this so far, that we are neither to be 
divided by calamities, nor to become injurious and seditious 
in prosperity, but to contemn death when wc are in war, and 
in peace to apply ourselves to our mechanical occupations, 
or to our tillage of the ground ; while we in all things and all 
ways are satisfied that God is the inspector and governor of 
our actions. If these precepts had either been written at 
first, or more exactly kept by any other? before us, we should 
have owed them thanks as disciples owe to their masters ; 
but if it be visible that we have made use of them more than 
any other men, and if we have demonstrated that the original 
invention of them is our own, let the Apions, and the Mo- 
lones, with all the rest of those that delight in Ucs and re- 
proaches, stand confuted; but let this and the foregoing 
book be dedicated to thee, Epaphroditus, who art so great 
a lover of truth, and by thy means to those that have been 
in like manner de^rous to be acquainted with the affairs of 
A>ur nation. 
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^ 1. Now as to Hades, wherein the souls of the righteous 
and unrighteous are detwied, it is necessary to spealc of ii. 
Hades is a place in the world not regularly finished ; a sub- 
terraneous region, wherein the light of this world does not 
shine ; from which circumstance^ tnat in this region the light 
does not shine, it cannot be but there must be in it perpetual 
darkness. This region is allotted as a place of custody for 
souls, in which angels are appointed as guardians to them, 
who distribute to them temporary punishments^ agreeable to 
every one'*s behaviour and manners. 

2. In this region there is a certain place set apart as a, 
lake of unquenchable fire ; whereinto we suppose no one 
hath hitherto been cast, but it is prepared for a day afore de- 
termined by God, in which one righteous sentence shall de- 
servedly be passed upon all men ; when the unjust, and thosis 
that have been disobedient to God, and have given honour to 
such idols as have been the vain operations of the hands of 
men as to God himself, shall be adjudged to this everlasting 
punishment, as having been the causes of defilement ; whik 
the just shall obtain an incorruptible and never-fading king- 
dom. These are now indeed confined in Hades, but not in 
the same place wherein the unjust are confined. 

3. For there is one descent into tnis region, at whose gaie 
we believe there stands an archangel, with a host ; which 
fgute^ when those pass through that are conducted down by 
tne angels appointed over souls, they do not go the same 
way, but the just are ffuided to the riffht luind, and are led 
with hymns sung by the angd^ appointed over that place, 
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unto a region of light, in which the just have dwelt from the 
beginning of the world ; not constrained by necessity, but 
ever enjoying the prospect of the good thin^ they see, and 
rejoicing in the expectation of those new enjoyments which 
will be peculiar to every one of them, and esteeming those 
things beyond what we have here ; with whom there is no 
place of toil, no burning heat, no piercing cold, nor are 
any briers there ; but the countenance of the fathers and of 
the just, which they see, always smiles upon them, while 
they wait for that rest and eternal new life in heaven^ which 
is to succeed this region. This place we call the bosom cf 
Abraham, 

4. But as to the unjust, they are drag^d by force to the 
left hand, by the angels allotted for punishment, no longer 
going with a good will, but ai prisoners driven by violence ; 
to whom are sent the angels appointed over them to reproach 
them and threaten them with tneir terrible looks, and to thrust 
them still downward. Now those angels that are set over 
these souls, drag them into the neighbourhood of hell itself; 
who, when they are hard by it,, continually hear the noise of 
it, and do not stand clear of the hot vapcftir itself; but when 
they have a nearer view of this spectacle, as c^a terrible and 
exceeding great prospect of fire, tney are struck ^with a fearful 
expectation of a future judgment, and in effiect punished 
thereby ; and not only so, but where they see the place [or 
choir] of the Jat/iers and of the just, even hereby are they 
punished ; for a chaos deep and large is fixed between them, 
insomuch that a just man that hath compassion upon them 
cannot be admitted, nor can one that i» unjust, if he were 
bold enough to attempt it, pass over it. 

5. This is the discourse concerning Hades, wherein the 
souls o{ all men are confined until a proper season, which 
Grod hath determined, when he will make a resurrection of 
all men from the dead ; not procuring a transmigration of 
souls from one body to another, but raising again tiMMe very 
bodies which you Greeks, seeing to be dissolved, do not be- 
lieve [their resurrection]. But learn not to disbdieve it ; for 
while you beheve that the soul is created, and yet is made 
immortal by Grod, according to the doctrine of Plato, and 
this in time, be not incredulous, but believe that Grod is able, 
when he hath raised to life that body which was made as a 
compound of the same elements, to make it immortal ; for it 
must never be said of God, that he is able to do some things 
and unable to do others. We have therefore believed that 
the body will be raised again ; for although it be dissolved, 
it is not perished ; for me earth receives its remains, and 
preserves them ; and while they are like seed, and are mixed 
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mmoDg the more fruitful soil, they flourishy and what is sown 
is indeed sown bare grain^ but at the mighty sound of Grod 
the Creator, it will sprout up, and be raised in a clothed and 
glorious condition, uioueh not before it has been dissolved 
and mixed [with the earUi]. So that we have not rashly be* 
lieved the resurrection of the body ; for although it be dis* 
solved for a time on account of the orijginal transgression, it 
exists still, and is cast into the earth as mto a potter^s furnace, 
in order to be formed again, not in order to rise again such 
as it was before, but in a state of purity, and so as never to 
be destroyed any more. And to every body shall its own 
soul be restored. And when it hath doihed Uself with that 
body, it will not be subject to misery ; but being itself pure, 
it will continue with its pure body, and rejoice with it ; with 
which it having walked righteously now in this world, and 
never having had it as a snare, it will receive it again with 
spreat gladness. But as for the unjust, they will receive their 
bodies not changed, not freed from diseases or distempers, 
nor made glorious, but with the same diseases wherein they 
died ; and such as they were in their unbelief, the same shau 
they be when they shall be faithfully judged. 

D. For all men, the just as well ^ the unjust, shall be 
brought before God the Word; for to him hath the Faiker 
comnUtUd aU judgment: and he, in order to Julfil the will qf 
his Father^ shall come as judge, whom we call Christ For 
HinoB and Rhadamanthus are not the judges, as you Greeks 
do suppose, but he whom God and ike Fcmer hath glorified ; 
concerning whom we have dsewhere given a more particular 
accounij for the sake of those who seek after truth. This 
person exercising the righteous judgment of the Father to- 
wards all men, hath prepared a just sentence for every one, 
according to his works; at whose judgment-seat when all 
men, and angels, and demons shall stand, they will send forth 
one voice, and say. Just is thy juj>gm£kt ; the rejoinder 
to which will bring a just sentence upon both parties, by 
giving justly to those that have done well an everlasting 
fruitiony but allotting to the lovers of wicked works eternal 
punishment. To these belong the unquenchable JirCj and 
that without end, and a certain fiery worm never ffyingj and 
not destroying the body, but contmuing its eruption out c^ 
the body with never-ceasing grief; neither will sleep give ease 
to these men, nor will the night afford them comfort ; death 
will not free them from their punishment, nor will the inter- 
ceding prayers of their kindred profit them ; for the just are 
no longer seen by them, nor are they thought worthy of re- 
membnnce. But the just shall remember only their righte* 
ous actions, whereby they have attained the heavenly Idng^ 



SM J08EPHUS*S DISCOURSE 

dom; in which there is no sleep, no sorrow, no corruption, no 
care, no night, no day measured by time; no sun driven in 
his course alons the circle of heaven by necessity, and mea- 
suring out the bounds and conversions of the seasons, for the 
better illumination of the life of men ; no moon decreasiuff 
and increasing, or introducing a variety of seasons, nor wifl 
she then moisten the earth ; no burning sun, no Bear turn- 
ing round [the pole], no Orion to rise, no wanderins of in- 
numerable stars. The earth will not then be difficult to be 
passed over, nor will it be hard to find out the court of para- 
dise, nor will there be any fearful roaring of the sea, forbid- 
ding the passengers to walk on it ; even thcU will be made 
eauTy passable to the just, though it will not be void of 
moisture. Heaven will not then be uninhabitable by men, 
and it will not be impossible to discover the way of a^nd- 
ing thitlier. The earth will not be uncultivated, nor require 
too much labour of men, but wUl bring forth its fruits of ito 
own accord, and will be well adorned with them. There 
will be no more generations of wild beasts, nor will the sub- 
stance of the rest of the animals shoot out any more; for it 
will not produce men, but the number of the righteous will 
continue, and never fail, together with righteous angels and 
spirits [of God], and with his word, as a chcnr of righteous 
men and women that never grow old, and continue in an in- 
corruptible state, singing hymns to God, wlio hath advanced 
them to that happiness by the means of a regular institution 
of life; with whom the whole creation also will lift up a per- 
petual hymn from corrup^aa to ificorruption^ as glonfied by 
a splendid and a pure spirit It will not then be restrained 
by a bond of necessity, but with a lively freedom shall ofier 
up a voluntary hymn, and shall praise him that made them, 
together with the angels, and spirits, and men, nowjreed 
Jrom all bondage. 

7. And now, if you Gentiles will be persuaded by these 
motives, and leave your vain imaginations about your pedi- 
grees, and ^ininff of riches and philosophy, and will not 
spend your time about «ubtilties of words, and tliereby lead 

Jour minds into error, and if you will apply your ears to the 
earing of the inspired prophets, the interpreters both of God 
and of his word, and will believe in Grod, you shall both be 
partakers of these things, and obtain the good things that are 
to come ; you shall see the ascent into the immense heaven 
plainly, and that kingdom which is there. For what God 
bath now concealed in silence [will be then made manifest], 
ukat neitJier eye hath seen, nor ear hath heard, nor haih it 
entered into the heart of man^ ihe things that God hath pre^ 
pared Jor them that love him. 
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8. In whatsoever ways I shall ^nd youy in them shall I 
Judge you entirely ; so cries the end of all things. And he 
who hath at first lived a rirtuous life, but towards the latter 
end falls into vice, these labours by him before endured shall 
be altogether vain and unprofitable, even as in a play brought 
to an ill catastrophe. Whosoever shall have lived wickedly 
and luxuriously may repent ; however, there will be need of 
much time to conquer an evil habit ; ahd even after repent- 
ance, his whole life must be guarded with great care and 
diligence, after the manner of a body, which, after it hath 
been a long time afflicted with a distemper, requires a stricter 
diet and method of living : for though it may be possible, 
perhi^s, to break off the dbain of our irregular affections at 
once, yet our amendment cannot be secured without the 
grace of God, the prayers of good men, the help of the bre- 
thren, and our own sincere repentance and constant care. It 
is a good thing not to nn at all ; it is also good, having nn- 
ned, to repent, as it is best to have health always ; but it is a 
good thing to recover from a distemper. To God be glory 
and dominionjbr ever and ever. Amen, 
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DISSERTATION I. 

T^e Testimonies qfJosephus canceminff Jesus Christy Jckm 
(he Baptist^ ana James the Jtcst^ vindicated. 

Sivcs we meet with several important testimonies in Jo^ 
sephus, the Jewish historian, oonceming John the Btplist^ 
the forerunner of Jesus of Naeareth, concerning Ji^sirs of 
Nazareth himself, and eoneeniing Jamcs the Just, the bro* 
ther of Jesus of Nazareth ; and since the principal testimon j, 
which is that concerning Jesus of Nazareth himself, has of 
late been greatly questioned b^ many, and rejected by some 
of the learned as spurious, it will be nt for me, who baye ever 
declared my firm belief that these testimonies were genuine, 
to set down fairly some of the original evidence and citations 
I have met with in the first fifteen centuries concerning them, 
and then to make proper observations upon that evidence, 
for the reader^s more complete satisfaction. 

But before I produce the citations themselves out of Jose- 
ph us, give me leave to prepare the reader^s attention, by set- 
ting down the sentiments of perhaps the most learned person, 
and the most competent judge that ever was, as to the autho- 
rity of Josephus, I mean of Joseph Scaliger, in the Prolego- 
mena to his Dook, De Emendatione Temporum^ p. 17. ** Jo- 
sephus is the most diligent and the greatest lover of truth of 
all writers : nor are we afraid to affirm of hirP) that it is more 
safe to believe him, not only as to the affairs of the Jews, 
but also as to those that are foreign to them, than all the 
Greek and Latin writers, and this because his fidelity and 
his compass of learning are everywhere conspicuous.^ 

7%^ ancient Citations of the Testimonies of Josephus Jrom 
his own Time till the End of the Fifteenth Cmtury. 

About A. D. 110. Tacitus Annal, lib. xv. cap. 44.— 
Nero, in order to stifle the rumour [as if he had himself set 
Rome on fire] ascribed it to those people who were hated for 
their wicked practices, and called by the vulgar Christians : 
these he punished exquisitely. The author of this name 
was Christ ; who^ in the reign of Tiberius, was brought to 
punishment by Pontius Pilate the procurator. 
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Ahcmt A. D. 147. Ju$t. Mart. Dialog, cum 7\ypha^ p. 
tS4.*-^You [Jews] knew that Jesus was nsen from the dead, 
and ascended into neaven, as the prophecies did foretell was 
to happen. 

Jbfmt J. D. 290. Origm. Commeni. m MaUh, p. fiSO.— * 
This James was of so shining a character among the people, 
on account of his righteousness, that Flavius Josephus, when, 
in his twentieth book of the Jewish Antiquities, he had a 
mind to set down what was the cause why the people suf- 
iSered such miseries, till the verv holy house was demolished, 
he said, that these things befell them by the anger of 6od^ 
on account of what they had dared to do to James, the bro- 
ther of Jesus, who was called Chrui : and wonderful it is 
that, while he did not receive Jesus for Christ, he did never* 
theless bear witness that James was so righteous a man. 
He says farther, that the people thought they had suffered 
these things for the sake or James. 

Jboui J, D. £50. C&ntr. Ceb. lib. i. p. 80, 86.— -I 
would say to Celsus, who personates a Jew that admitted of 
John thk Baptist, and how he baptized Jesus, that one who 
lived but a little while after John and Jesus, wrote, how that 
John was a baptizer unto the remission of sins : for Jose- 
phus testifies in the eighteenth book of Jewish Antiquities, 
that John was the baptist, and that he promised purification 
to those that were baptised. The same Josephus also, al- 
though he did not believe in Jesus as Christ, when he was. 
inquiring after the cause of the destruction of Jerusalem and 
of the demolition of the temple, and ought to have said that 
their machinations against Jesus were the cause of those mi- 
series coming on the people, because they had slain that 
Christ who was foretola by the prophets, he, though as it 
were unwillingly, and yet as one not remote from the truth, 
says, *^ These miseries befell the Jews by way of revenge for 
James the Just, who was the brother of Jesus that was called 
Christy because they had slain him who was a most rifi^hteous 
person.^ Now this James was he whom that genume dis- 
ciple of Jesus, Paul, said he had seen as the LortTs brother 
[Gal. i. 19] ; which relation implies not so much nearness of 
blood, or the sameness of education, as it does the agreement 
of manners and preachincr. If therefore he says the desola- 
lation of Jerusalem befeU the Jews for the sake of Jaraes^ 
with how much greater reason miglit he hftve said that it 
happened for the sake of Jesus? &c. 

About A,D. S24. Euseb. Denumstr. Ewm. lib. iii. p. If4. 
-»*4DertunIy the attestation of those I have already produced 
concerning our Saviour may be sufficient. However, it inay 
not be anias if, over and above, we make use of Josephtis 
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the Jew for a farther witness ; who, in the eighteenth book 
of his Antiquities, when he was writing the history of what 
happened under Pilate, makes mention of our Saviour in 
these words : Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of such men as had a veneration 
for truth ; he drew over to him both many of the Jews, and 
many of the Gentiles : he was the Christ. And when Pilate, 
at the suggestion of the principal men among us, had con* 
demned him to the cross, those that loved him at £rst did not 
forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third 
day, as the divine prophets had spoken of these^ and ten 
thousand other wonderful things concerning him ; whence 
the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at 
this day. If therefore we have this historian'^s testimony, that 
he not only brought over to himself the twelve apostles, with 
the seventy disciples, but many of the Jews, and many of the 
Gentiles also, he must manifestly have had somewhat in him 
extraordinary above the rest of mankind ; for how otherwise 
could he draw over so many of the Jews and of tRe Gen- 
tiles, unless he performed admirable and amazing works^ 
and used a method of teaching that was not common? 
Moreover, the scripture of the Acts of the Apostles bears 
witness, that there were many ten thousands of Jews who 
were persuaded that he was the Christ of Gtxl, who was 
foretold by the prophets. [Acts xxi. 20.] 

About A.D. 830. Htst. Eccks. lib. L cap. 11.— Now the 
divine scripture of the gospels makes mention of John the 
Baptist as having his head cut off by the younger Herod. 
Josephus also concurs in this history, and makes mention of 
Herodias by name, as the wife of his brother, whom Herod 
had married, upon divorcing his former lawful wife. She 
was the daughter of Aretas, King of the Petrean Arabians;, 
and which Herodias he had parted from her husband while 
he was alive : on which account also, when he had slain John, 
he made war with Aretas [Aretas made war with him]^ be- 
cause his daughter had been used dishonourably : in whicb 
war, when he came to a battle, he says that all Herod^s 
army was destroyed, and that he suffered this because of his 
wicked contrivance against John. Moreover, the same Jose- 
phus, by acknowledging John to have been a most righteous 
man, and the Baptist, conspires in his testimony with what is 
written in the gospels. He also relates, that Herod lost his. 
kingdom for the sake of the same Herodias, together with 
whom he was himself condemned to be banished to Vienna,- 
a city of Gaul. And thb is his account in the eighteenth- 
book of the Antiquities, where be writes thus of John verba^' 



DISSERTATION I. S69 

tim: Some of the Jews thought that the destruction of He- 
tody's army came from Grod, and that very justly; as a punish* 
ment for what he did against John that was called the Bap- 
tist; for Herod slew him, who was a good man, and one that 
commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both as to righte- 
ousness towards one another and piety towards God, and 
so to come to baptism, for that by this means the wasliing 
[with water] would appear acceptable to him, when they 
made use of it, not in order to the putting away [or the re- 
mission] of some sins [only] but for the purification of the 
body, supposing still that the soul were thoroughly purified 
beforehand by righteousness. Now when [many] others came 
in crowds about liim, for they were greatly deliglited in hear- 
ing his words, Herod was afraid that this so great power of 
persuading men might tend to some sedition or other, for 
they seemed to be disposed to do every thing he should ad- 
vise them to, so he supposed it better to prevent any attempt 
for a mutation from him by cutting him oiF, than, after any 
Buch mutation should be brought about, and the public 
ahould suffer, to repent [of such negligence]. . Accordingly 
he was sent a prisoner, out of Herod^s suspicious temper, to 
Machaerus, the castle I before mentioned, and was there put 
to death. — When Josephus had laid this of John, he makes 
mention also of our Saviour in the same history, after this 
manner : Now there was about this time one Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer of 
wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth 
with pleasure ; he drew over to him both many of the Jews, 
And many of the Gentiles also : he was the Christ. And 
when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men among 
us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at 
the first did not forsake him ; for he appeared to t^iem alive 
again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these 
and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. 
And still the tribe of Christians, so named from him* are not 
extinct at this day. And since this writer, sprung from the 
Hebrews themselves, hath delivered these things above in his 
own work, concerning John the Baptist anu our Saviour, 
what room is there for any farther evasion ? Sec 

Now James was so wonderful a person, and was so cele- 
brated by all others for righteousness, that the judicious Jews 
thought this to have been the occasion of that siege of Jeru- 
salem, which came on yjresently after his martyrdom, and that 
it befell them for no other reawn than that impious fact ibey 
were guilty of against him. Josephus therefore did not re^ 
fuse to attest thereto in writing, by the words ibllowiog : 
These miseries befell the Jews by way of reveage for J«n«a 
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the JiYst, -who wm the brother of Jesui tbftt was caBed Chridi 
on this account, that they had slain him who was a <noit 
righteous person. 

The same .Tosephus declares the manner of his death ia 
the twentieth book of the Antiquities, in these wards : Caesar 
sent Albinus into Jndea to be procurator, when he liad heard 
that Festus was dead. Njow Ananus, junior, who, as i9e said, 
had been admitted to the high-priesthood, was in his temper 
bold and daring in an extraordinary manner. He was also 
of the sect of the Sadducees, who are more Kvage in judgu 
ment than any of the other Jews, as we have already sigfii»- 
iied. Since therefore this was the character of Ananus^ ht 
thought he had now a proper opportunity [to exercise his 
authority] because Festus was dead, and Albinus was but 
upon the road ; so he assembles the sanhedrim of judges, and 
brings before them James, the brother of Jesus, who was 
called Chruiy and some others [of bis companions]; and wben 
he had formed an accusation against them, as breakers of the 
law, he delivered them to be stoned : but as for those who 
seemed the most equitable of the citisens, and those who 
were the most uneasy at the breach of the laws, th^ dis- 
liked what was done. They also sent to the king [ Agnppal| 
desiring him to send to Ananus that he should act so no more, 
for that what he had already done could not be justified, && 

:Abo9it A. D. 860. Ambrose or He^resippua de Exmd, 
Urb. Hierosolym. lib. ii. cap, 1^— We have discovered that 
it was the opinion and belief of the Jews, as Joseph us affirms 
(who is an author not to be rejected, when he writes against 
himself), that Herod lost his army, notbythe deceit of men, 
but by the anger of God, and that justly, as an eflSsct of rs- 
venge for what he did to John the Baptist, a just man, who 
had said to him. It is noi lawful for thee to have thsf brother^ 
wife. 

The Jews themselves also bear witness to Christ, as ap- 

pears by Joseph iis^ the writer of their history, who says tbus: 

That there was at that time a wise man, if, says he, it be 

lawful to have him called a man, a doer of wonderful works, 

who appealed to his disciples after the third day from hn 

death, aliVe again, according to the wridngs of the prophets, 

who foretold these and innumerable other miraculous events 

concerning him ; from whom began the congregadon cf 

Christians, and hath penetrated among all sorts of mea : nor 

does there remain any nation in the Roman world which coi^ 

tinues strangers to his religion. If the Jews do not believe 

us, let them at least believe their own writers* Josephus, 

whom they -esteein a- very greet man, bath said this^ and yel 

Mrtii he spoken ^uth, afteir sudi.\A^maniiflr,«adao£u7 wauik 
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niod Wandfctd icom the lagbt wa^, tb^t «vitii he wis not a 
heliarer m to iriiot he himtelf ceid; but thus he apdce in 
order lodbfiyer faistocioal truths heeamse he tfaou^t it Mot 
Uwful £ar hia to deoeive, while -^ he was no hdievcor, be- 
csttse of dM hardness of has heart and his perfidfoustnten* 
tMML lIowc!ver, it was no fxt^udiee t^ the truth that he was 
not It believer, but Abis adds mem- weight to his tesdoiomF^ 
that while he was an unbeliever^ .and unwilling thisdiould 
be true, he has not denied it to be so. 

Jboui A. D. 400. Hiertmffm.di Viar. UbiUr. m JoMpha. 
^>^08ephus, in the oghteenth book laf Antiquities, most «k« 
press] J adcnowledges, Una Christ sras slain hj the Pharisees 
on aoooiunt of tlie greatness of his miracles ; and that Joha 
the Baptist was truly a prophet; and that Jerusalem was de* 
molished on account of the slaughter <)£ James theeposlle. 
Now he- wrote oenceming our Lord aftpr this manner : At 
die same tinevthere was Jesuf, a wise man, if jretit be law. 
ful toicsdlliim a man, lor he was a doer of wonderful works, 
a teacher «f those w(he wiUingly recieive the truth. He had 
mrniy followseps both of the Jews > and of the Gentiles: the 
was believed to be Christ. And when, hj the envy of ou^ 
prinoipal men, Pilate had condeasned iiiib to -the oioss, this 
notwithstanding, those who had loved him at fimt persevered ; 
for heappeared tothem-aAiveoathe'thirddSj, AS tbeoiaclet 
of the prophets had foretold many of these and .other osron- 
derful things concerning him : and the sect of Christians, so 
named from him^ ate not extinct at this day. 

About A. D. 410. Isidoms Pdumoia Vu Scholar Chty. 

ioaiomj lib. iv. epist JKi5.-*-Theiw was one Josephus, a Jew, 

of the greatest reputation, and one that 'Unis aealous of the 

iaw ; one also that parapbvased the Old Testament with truth, 

and acted valiandy *for the Jews, and bad shewed that their 

aettlemeat was nobler thanoan be described by words. Now 

since he made their interest give place to truth, for he would 

not support tbeopinion of imjnous men, I thiidcit necessary 

So«setdown'hisAMOfds. What*tb«idoe8 hesayp Now these 

•was about «duit Cune Jesus, awiseiman, if it w lawful tocatl 

-him a man, for he was adoer of wopderfiil works, a* teaAer 

Jsf 'Sudi imen -as receive the truth with pleasure* ile4iaw 

^escr to him both many of 'the Jews, and many -of the« Gen- 

itiles : he wss the Christ. And when Pilate, 4it Ihe-sujgges- 

ition 4if 4he pvinctoal men Aoioag us, had oondemoed -him •^to 

«he ^P9N>ss, 4hose tnat knred him at first did not forsake 'him ; 

Jar^hejEtppearcdtO'^diem the<()hird»d#yalive again, as- the du 

.vine prapbato bad >8aid these, ofidn vast number of . other 

•weoiMletfut things ooncesniog Mm: -and the Ivtbe. of iChim- 

-ttans, <o*naim4from himy are notisxtinot at thisdi^ 'Kowd 

Bb2 



tn mSSKRTATION I.> 

cannot but wonder greatly at this great man's love of truth 
in many respects, but chiefly where he says, ^^ Jesus was m 
teacher of men, which received the truth with pleasure.^ 

Jboui A. D. 440. SoMomen. Hisi. EccJes. Jilx i. cap. 1>« 
Now Josephus» the son of Matthias, a priest, a man of very 
great note, both among the Jews and the Romans, may well 
be a witness of credit as to.the truth of ChrisCs history; for 
he scruples to call him a man,, as being a doer of wonderful 
works, and a teacher of the words of truth : he names him 
Christ openly ; and is not ignorant that he was condemned 
to the cross ; and appeared oa the third day alive, and that 
ten thousand' other wonderful things were foretold of him by 
the divine prophets. He testifies also, that those whom he 
drew over to him, being many of the Gentiles as well as of 
the Jews, continued to love him : And that the tribe named 
from him was hot thpn es^tinct. Now he seems to me, by 
this his relation, almost to proclaim that Christ is Groa. 
However, he appears to have been so affected with the 
strangeness of the thing, as to run as it were. in a sort of a 
middle way, so as not ta put. any indignity upon believers in 
him, but rather to afford his suffrage to them. 

About A. Z>. 510. Caandorus Hist Triparttt e Sozometia 
—Now Josephus, the son of Matthias^ and a priest, a man of 
great nobility among the Jews, and of a great dignity among 
the Romans, shall be a truth of Christ's history : for ne dares 
not call him a man, as a doer of famous works, and a teacher 
of true doctrines; he names him Christ openly, and is not 
ignorant that he was condemned to the cross, and appeared 
.on the third day alive, and that an infinite number of other 
wonderful things were foretold of him by the holy prophets. 
Moreover he testifies also, that there were then alive many 
whom he had chosen, both Greeks and Jews, and that they 
continued to love him ; and that tlie sect which was named 
from him was by no means extinct at that time. 
' AboHt A, D, 640. Chron. Alex, pw 514.— Now Josephus 
also: relates in the eighteenth book of Antiquitiesy how John 
the Baptist, that holy man, was beheaded on account of He- 
jrodias the wife of Philip, ihe brother of Herod himself; for 
Hecod had divorccjd his former wife^ who was still alive, and 
had been his..lawful wife: she was the daughter of Aretas, 
king of. the Pptreans.. .When therefore Herod had taken 
Herodias Away from her husband, .while he .was yet alive (on 
whose account be slew John also), Aretas made .war against 
Herod, because his daughter bad been dishonourably treated: 
in which war h^ says, that all Herod'^s army was destioved, 
and that he suffered that, calamity because of the wickedness 
:he had been guilty of against John* The same Joeephus re- 
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lain, tbBt Herod lost his kingdom on account of Herodiu^ 
«nd that with her he was banished to Lyons, &c. 

P:15S6, 527.] Now that our Saviour taught his preaching 
three years is demonstrated both by other necessary reason- 
ings, as also out of the holy gospels, and out of Josephus^s 
writings, who was a wise man among the Hebrews, &c. 

P. 584, 586.1 Josephus relates, in the fifth book of the 
(Jewish] war, that Jerusalem was taken in the third [second] 
year of Vespasian, as after forty years since they had dared 
to put Jesus'to death : in which time he says, that James, the 
brother of our Lord, and bishop of Jerusalem, was thrown 
down [from xhe temple] and dam of them, by stoning. 

About A. Z>. 740. Anaxtasias Abhas contr. Jud, — Now 
Josephus, an author and writer of your own, says of Christ, 
that ne was a just and good man, shewed and declared so 
■to be by .divine grace, who gave aid to many by signs aqd 
miraclesi. 

About A. D. 790. Georgius Syncellus Chron. p. SS9« — 
These miseries befel the Jews by way of revenge tor James 
ihe Just, who was the brother of Jesus that was called Christ, 
on the account that they had slain him who was a most righ- 
teous person. Now as Ananus, a person of that character, 
thought he had a proper opportunity, because Festus was 
dead, and Albinus was but upon the road, so he assembles 
the sanhedrim of judges, and orings before them James, the 
brother of Jesus, who was called CAri</, and some of his 
companions^ and when he had formed an accusation against 
them, as breakers of the law, he delivered themto be stoned; 
but as for those that seemed the most equitable of the citi- 
sens, and those that were the most uneasy at the breach of 
the laws, they disliked what was done. They also sent to the 
king [ Agrippa] desiring him to send to Ananus that he should 
•act so no more, for that what he had already done could not 
be justified, Sec 

About A. D. 850. Johan. M&Uia, Chron, lib. x. — From 
that time began the destruction of the Jews, as Josephus, 
the philosopher of the Hebrews^ hath written : who also said 
this, that from the time the Jews crucified Christ, who was 
a good and a righteous man (that is, if it be fit to call such a 
one a man, and not a god) the land of Judea was never free 
from trouble. These thmgs the same Josephus the Jew has 
related in his writings. 

About A. />. 860. FhoHus Cod, lib. xlviii. — I have read 
the treatise of Josephus about the umverse^ whose title I have 
elsewhere read to be, Of the Subttance of' the Universe. It is 
contained in two very smaU treatises. He treats of the ori- 
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'pet of die irorM m m brief nkannett*. H^/W^rety h€ apeakt of 
the divinity of Chmt, who 18 ovr true 6od^ in m ^tmy ferj 
iito ta what w€ me, deekuAng that the mm^ tiaAe of Christ 
belongs to Mm, and writtt of his ineffitble generotiofn of the 
Jkther after sudi a manner as cannot be blamed : which thng 
may perhaps raise a doubt in some, whether Josephns were 
the author of the work, though the phrAseoIoj^ does not at 
bU differ firoai thia manf^s other works. Howerer, I have 
ifbuiid in some papers, that this discourse was not written; by 
JoBcphus, but by one Caios a presbyter. 

CoA. ccxxxviii.] Herod, the tetrardi of Galike and of 
Perea, the son of Herod the Great, fell in love, as JoiBe|Aus 
aay^, with the wife of his brother Philip, whose oame was 
Merddiof, who was tbe grand-daughter of Herod the Great, 
by bis son Aristobulus, whom he had slaki^ Agrippa was 
also her brother. Now Herod took ber away from her )iu^ 
band, and married her. This is he that slew John the Bap 
tisty Uiat great man, the foterunner, [of ChristJ being afraid 
(as Josephus says) lest he should raise a sedition among his 
people; for they ait fc^owed the directtons of John, cm ac- 
Q6uttt of the excellency of his virtue. In his time was tbe 
passion of our 9aviour. 

Cod* xxxiti.] I have read tbe Chronicle of Justus of Ti- 
berias. He omitd the greatest part of what Was most n^ 
cessary to be related; but^ as itifected with Jewish prejudices^ 
being also himself a Jew by birth, he makes Ho mention at 
all of the advent, or of thc» acts done, ot of the miracles 
wrought by Cluist. 

The HrM mhurtain. MacarktB in adU Sanctorum^ tonl^ V. 
p. 149. op. Fabric Joseph* p. 6l.<— ^oa^hus^ a priest of 
Jerusalem, and one that Wrote with truth the history of th^ 
Jewish affiurs, bears witness that Christ, the true Grod, was 
incarnate, and cruofied^ aild the third day rose again ^ whoae 
writings are reposited in the public library. Thus he says : 
No# there was abobt thtt time Jeails, a wise mati, if it be 
lawful to call him a man ; far be was a doer ivf wonderfol 
^rksf a teacher of such men as receive tbe truth with plei^ 
sure ; he drew over to him both many of the Jewl imd many 
of the Gentileit alto : this was the Christ And when 'Pilate^ 
at the suggestion of the principal men among us, bad cotu 
demned mm to the cross, those that loved him at the first did 
not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third 
day, as thd divine prophets had foretold these and ten thou- 
sand other wonderful things tioncemin^ htm. And still tbe 
tribe of Christiana, so natnM from him, are not exofict at 
Ibis d&y. Since tbel^fore the writer of the Hebrewa ba« m*^ 
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gmren tbis Mtimoov concerning our Lord and Saviour in his 
awn, bodkii, what defence can tliere remain for the unbe- 
lievers P 

Jboui A. 1>. 980. Suidms in voce Jeso^is We have 

finind Jcisephus, who hath written about the taking of Jeru- 
salem (of whom Eusebius Paniphilii makes frequent mention 
i^ his ecelesiastical history), saving openly in his memoirs of 
the captivity* that Jesus officiated in the temple with the 
priests. This we have found Josephus saying, a man of an- 
cient times, and not very long after the apostles, &c. 

Abend A. JX 1060. Cedrenus Compend. Histor. p. 196. 
—Josephus does indeed write concerning John the Baptist 
4IS follows : Some of the Jews thought that the destruction 
cf Hero<rs army came from God, and that he was punished 
very justly for what punishment he had inflicted on John, 
that was called the BapiUif for Herod slew him« who was a 
ffood man, and commanded the Jews to exercise virtue, both 
by riglileousness towards one another and piety toward God, 
and so to come to baptism. But as concerning Christ, the 
same Joaephus says, that about that time there was Jesus, a 
wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a 
doer of wonderful works, and a teacher of such men as re- 
vive the truth with pleasure; for that Christ drew over 
many even from the Gentiles : whom when Pilate had cru- 
cified, those who at first had loved him did not leave off to 
preach concerning him ; for he appeared to them the third 
day alive again, as the divine prophets Iiad testified and 
spoken these and other wonderful things concerning him. 

About A. D. 1080. Tkeophi/laci' in Joan. lib. xiii.--The 
city of the Jews was taken, and the wrath of God was kindled 
against them ; as also Josephus witnesses that this came up- 
on them on account of the death of Jesus. 

Aboui Am a 11220. Zonarua Annaf. torn. i. p. S67.— • 
Josephus, in the eighteenth book of the Antiquities, writes 
thus concerning our Lord and God Jesus Christ : Now there 
was about this time Jesus a wise man, if it be lawful to call 
him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher 
of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew 
over to him many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles : 
he was the Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of 
the principal men among us, had condemned him to the 
cross, those that had loved him at first did not forsake him ; 
for he appeared to them the third day alive again, as the di- 
vine prophets had said these and ten thousand other wonder- 
ful things concerning him : and the tribe of Cliristians, so 
named from him, are not extinct at this day. 

About A. D. 112a Gkfcui Annal. p. SS4.— Then did 
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PhilO) that wise man, and Jotephus flourish. This last irtt 
styled The lover of truths because he commended John, who 
baptized our Lor^ ; and because he bore witness that Christ, 
in like manner, was a wise man, and the doer of great mi- 
racles ; and that when he was crucified he appeared the third 
day. 

About A. D. 1170. Gotfndfts Viierbiensis Chron. p. 866. 
e Vers. Rufini, — .Joseph us relates that a very great war arose 
between Aretas, king of the Arabians, and Herod, on account 
of the sin which Herod had committed against John. More- 
over, the same Josephus writes thus concerning Christ: 
There was at this time Jesus, a wise man, if at least it be 
lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful 
works, a teacher of such men as willingly hear truth. He 
also drew over to him many of the Jews and many of the 
Gentiles : he was Christ. And when Pilate, at the accusa- 
tion of the principal men of our nation, had decreed that he 
should be crucified, those that had loved him from the begin- 
ning did not forsake him ; for he appeared to them the third 
day alive again, according to what the divinely inspired pro- 
phets had foretold, that these and innumerable other miracles 
should come to pass about him. Moreover, both the name 
and sect of Christians, who were named from him, continue 
in being unto this day. 

AbotU A, D. 1960. . Nicephoris CaUvdus Hist, Ecdes. 
lib. i. p. 90, 91. — Now this [concerning Herod the tetrarcb] 
is attested to, not only by the book of the holy gospels, but 
by Josephus, that lover of truth ; who also makes mention of 
Herodias his brother'^s wife, whom Herod had taken away 
from him while he was alive, and married her ; having di- 
vor<rcd his former lawful wife, who was the daughter of 
Aretas, king of the Petrean Arabians. This Herodias he 
had marriccf, and lived with her: on which account also, 
when he had slain John, he made war with Aretas, because 
his daughter had been dishonourably used ; in which war he 
relates that all Herod's army was destroyed, and that he suf- 
fered this on account of the roost unjust slaughter of John. 
He also adds, that John was a most righteous man« More^ 
over, he makes mention of his baptism, agreeing in all points 
thereto relating with the gospel. He also informs us that 
Herod lost his kingdom on account of Herodias, with whom 
also he was condemned to be banished to Vienna, which was 
their place of exile, and a city bordering upon Gauly and 
lying near the utmost bounds of the wesL 

About A, D, 1450. Uardmannus Schedciius Chron, p. 110. 
—Josephus the Jew, who was called Flavius^ a priest, and the 
BOQ of Afattathias, a priest of that nation, a most celebrated 
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historian) aosd very skilful in many things : he was certainly a 
good man, and of an excellent character, who had the high- 
est opinion of Christ. 

About A. D. 1480. Platina de VUis PonHfimm in ChrUio. 
-»I shall avoid mentioning what Christ did until the dOth year 
of his age, when he was baptized by John, the son of Zacha- 
rias, beoiuse not only the gospels and epistles are full of those 
acts of his, which he did in the most excellent and most holy 
manner, but the books of such as were quite remote from his 
way of living and acting, and ordaining, are also full of the 
same. Flavius Josephus himself, who wrote twenty lH>oks 
of Jewish Antiquities in the Greek tongue, when he had pro- 
ceeded as far as the government of the emperor Tiberius, 
says, there was in those days Jesus, a certain wise man, if at 
least it be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer of won- 
derful works, and a teacher of men, of such especially as 
willingly hear the truth. On this account he drew over to 
him many both of the Jews and Gentiles : He was Christ. 
But when Pilate, instigated by the principal men of our na- 
tion, had decreed that he should be crucified, yet did not 
those that had loved him from the beginning forsake him : 
and besides, he appeared to them the third day after his death 
alive, as the divinely inspired prophets had foretold that 
those and innumerable other miracles should come to pass 
about him. And the famous name of ChriHiiun.% taken from 
him, as well as their sect, do still continue in being. 

The same Josephus also affirms thut John the Baptist, a 
true prophet, and on that account one that was had in esteem 
by all men, was slain by Hen)d, the son of Herod the Great, 
a'little before the death of Christ, in the castle M acherus \ 
not because he was afraid for himself and his kingdom, as 
the same author says, but because he had incestuouslv mar- 
ricd Herodias, the sister of Agrippa, and the wife of that 
excellent person his brother Philip. 

About A. D, 1480. Trithemius Abbas de Scriptor. Eccles. 
—-Josephus the Jew, although he continued to l>e a Jew, did 
frequently commend the Christians ; and in the eighteenth 
book of Antiquities wrote down an eminent testimony con- 
cerning our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Observations from the foregoing Evidence and Citations* 

I. The style of all these original testimonies belonging to 
Josephus, is exactly the style of the same Josephus, and espe- 
cially the style about those parts of his Antiquities wherein we 
tind these testimonies. This is denied by nobody as to the 
other concerning John the Baptist, and James the Just, and is 
now become equally undeniable as to that concerning Christ. 

II. These testimonies therefore being confessedly and un- 
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^enmUjr wriUtn by Josephttadrimself, it laQtut to iofmnUb 
thai he should wKoUy omit i9iiie tegtmonyconcerQing JfWM 
Christ : nay, while his testimonies of Jobn iho Bapliat «ad of 
J^junes tlie Just are so bonourabie» and give, them so great 
characters^ it is also impossiUe that his teetimoiiy coDcerniiig 
Christ should be other than very honourable^ or such as a£ 
forded him a still greater character also. Could the very 
same author, who gave such a fuU and advantageous character 
of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus of Nasareth, all 
-whose disciples were by him directed to Jesus of Naxaretb, 
as to the true Messias, and all whose disciples became after* 
wards the disciples of Jesus of Naasareth, say nothing honour* 
able <^ thai Jesus of Nacaretb himself ? and this in a htstorv 
of those very times in which be was bom, and livedo and died, 
and that while the writer lived but a little after him in the 
aame country in which he was born, and lived, and died ? 
This is ahnost incredible. And further, could the very same 
author, who save such ao advantageous character of James 
the Just, and this under the very appellation of Jmmes th€ 
kroiher qf Jesui^ who mu caUid Chtisiy wbicb James was 
one of the principal disciples or apostles of this Jesus Christ, 
and had bcKsn many years the only Christian bishop of the 
beKeving Jews of Judea and Jerusalem, in the very ^aya, 
and in the very country of this writer? could he, I say, 
wholly omit any, nay, a very honourable account of Jeaus 
Christ himself, whose disciple and bishop this Jamea nwat 
certainly was ? This is also almost incredible/ Hear what It- 
tigius, one of the wisest and kamedest of all those who have 
lately inclined to give up the testimony concerning Christy 
as it stands in our copies for spurious, says upon uiis occa* 
sion : ** If any one ooject to me, that Josepnus hath not 
omitted John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, nor James 
the disciple of Christ, and that therefore he could not have 
done the part of a good historian if he had been entirely si*, 
lent concerning Christ, I shall freely grant that Josephus 
was not entirely snlent concerning Cbnst ; nay, I shall farthar 
^ant, that when Josephus was speaking of Christ, he did 
not abstain from his commendation ; for we are not to de- 
termine from that inveterate hatred which the modern Jews 
bear to Christ, what was the behaviour of those Jews, upon 
whom the miracles that were daily wrought by the apostles 
in the name of Christ imprinted a sacred horror.^ 

III. The famous clause in this testimony ol Josephus om- 
cerning Christ, This was Christy or4he Christy did not mean 
that this Jesus was the Christ of God, or the true Messias of 
the JewB^ but that this Jesus waa distinguished from all others 
ef that name, of which there were not a few» as mentioned 
bjf. Josephus himself, by the addition of the olbwf flaijftt of 
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CSbrbl ; or that this penon wai no other than he wfaont atl 
the world knew by the name cf Jems ChrUt^ and his fol^ 
knrere by the name of ChrtsiuMs, This I cateein to be a 
4lear case, and that from the argmnenta foilowing : 

(1.) The Greeks and Romans, for whose use Josephus 
fhrote his Antiquities, could na otherwise understand these 
#ords. The Jews indeed, and afterward the Christians, who 
knew that a great Messias, a persott that was to be Christy 
the Jtnoihied of God, that was to perform the office of a 
Kinffi a Prieii, and a Prophei, io God^s people, might rea« 
dUy so understand this expression ; but Josephus, as I have 
already noted, wrote here, not to Jews or Christians, but to 
Greeks and Romans, who knew nothing of this, but knew 
verf well that an eminent person living in Judea, whose name 
Wa» Je8U9 Chrest or Jents Christ, had founded a new and 
numerous sect, which took the latter of those names, and 
were eycry where from him caRed Chretiums or Christians i 
in which sense akme could they understand these words of 
Josephus, and in which sense I believe he desired they 
should understand them : nor does Josephus ever use the 
Hebrew term Messiah in any of his writings, nor the Greek 
term Christ in any such acceptation elsewhere. 

(3.) Josephus himself as good as explains his own mean- 
ing, and that by the last clause of this very passage, where he 
says the Christians were named from this Christ, without a 
syllable as though he really meant he was the true Messiah^ 
or Christ of God. He farther seems to me to explain this 
his meaning in that other place, where alone he elsewhere 
mentions this name of Christ, that is, when upon occasion of 
the mention of James, when he was condemned by Ananus, 
be calls him the Brother of Jesus, not that was the true 
Meisiah^ or the true Christ, but only that was called Christ. 

(8.) It was quite beside the purpose of Josephus to declare 
himself here to be a Christian, or a believer m Jesus as the 
tfue Messiah. Had he intended so to do, he would surely 
have explained the meaning of the word Christ to his Greek 
and Roman readers : he would surely have been a great d^l 
fuller and larger in his accounts ot Christ, and of the Christian 
religion : nor would such a declaration at that time have re* 
commended him, or his nation, or his writings, to either the 
Greeks or the Rromans ; of his reputation with both which 
people he is known to have been, in the writing of these An« 
tiquities, very greatly solicitous. 

(4.) Josepinus^s usual way of writing is historical and decia* 
rative of facts, and of the opinbns of others, and but rarely 
such as directly informs us of his own opinion, unless we 
prudently gather it from what he says historically, or as the 
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opioioQS of others. «This is very observable in the wridngi 
of Josephus, and in particular as to what he soys of John 
the Baptist and of James the Just ; so that this interpreti^ 
tion is most probable, as most agreeable to Josephus^s way of 
writing in parallel cases. . 

(5.) This seems to be the universal sense of all the ancienta 
without exception, who cite this testimony from him ; and 
though they almost everywhere own this to be the true read- 
ing, yet do they everywhere suppose Josephus to be still an 
unbelieving Jew, and not a belienng Christian : nay, Jerome 
appears so well assured of his inteipretation, and that Jose- 
phus did not mean to declare any more by these words than 
a common opinion, that according to his usual way of inter- 
preting authors, not to the words but to the sense (of which 
we have, I think, two more instances in his accounts out of 
Josephus, now before us), he renders this clause, credibahar 
esse Christus^ i. e. He was believed to be ChrisL Nor is the 

Earallcl expression of Pilate to be otherwise understood, when 
e made that inscription upon the cross. This is Jesus the 
King of the Jews ;* which is well explained by himself else- 
where, and corresponds to the import of the present clause^^ 
What shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ f -f* And we 
may full as well prove from Pilate^s inscription upon the 
cross, that he hereby declared himself a believer in Christ 
for the real King of the Jews, as we can from these words 
of Josephus that he thereby declared himself to be a real 
believer in him as the true Messiah. 

IV. Though Josephus did not tlesign here to declare him- 
self openly to be a Christian, yet could he not possibly believe 
all that he here asserts concerning Jesus Christ, unless he 
were so far a Christian as the .Jewish Nazarenes or Ebionites 
then were, who believed Jesus of Nazareth to be the true 
Messiah, without believing he was more than a man; who 
also believed the necessity of the observation of the ceremo- 
nial law of Moses in order to salvation for all mankind, 
which were tiie two main articles of those Jewish Christians^ 
faith, though in oj^osition to all tlte thirteen apostles of 
Jesus Christ iu the first century, and in opposition to the 
whole Catholic church of Christ in the following centuries 
also. Accordingly I have elsewhere proved, that Josephus 
was no othcr^ iu his own mind knd conscience, than a Naza* 
rene or Ebionile Jewish Christian ; and have observed that 
this entire testimony, and all that Josephus says of John the 
Baptist, and of James, as well.as his absolute silence about 
all the rest of the apostles and their companions, exactly 

• Mftlt, sxTii, 31. . • ■ \ -^ Aiatt. xxTii. 17, 23. , - 
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agrees to him under that character, and no other. And iii^ 
deed to me it is most aatonkbing, that all our learned men, 
who have of late conudered these testimonies of Josephus, 
except the converted Jew Galatinus, should miss such an 
obvious and natural observation. We all know from this St. 
Jameses * own words, that »o many ten tliousands af'Jewn wt 
believed in Christy in the first century, were all zecUons of the 
ceremonial law^ or were no other Uian Nazarene or Ebionite 
Christians v and, by consequence, if there were any reason 
to think our Josephus to be, in any sense, a believer or a 
Christian, as from all these testimonies there were very great 
ones, all those, and many other reasons, could not but con* 
spire to assure us he was no other than a Nazarene or Ebio- 
nite ChrisUan : and this I take to be the plain and evident 
key of this whde matter. 

V. Since llierefore Josephus appears to have been, in his 
own heart and conscience, no other than a Nazarene, or £bio« 
nite Chiist'um, and, by consequence, with them rejected all 
our Greek gospels and Greek books of the New Testament, 
and received only the Hebrew gospel of the Nazarcnrs or 
Ebionites, styled by them. The gospel accordiffg to the He- 
brews; or, according to the twelve apostles; or even, accord^ 
ing to Matthew^ we ought always to have that Nazarene or 
Ebionite gospel, with the other Nazarene or Ebionite frag- 
ments, in view when we consider any passages of Josephus 
relating to Christ or to Christianity. Thus, since that gospel 
omitted all that is in the beginning of our St. Matthew's and 
St. Luke's gospels, and began with the ministry of John the 
Baptist; in which first parts of the gospel-history are the ac- 
counts of the slaughter of the infants, and of the enrolment 
or taxation under Augustus Caesar and Herod, it is no great 
wonder that Josephus has not token care particularly and 
clearly to preserve those histories to us. Thus when we find 
that Josepnus calls James, tbe brother of Christ, by the name 
of James the Just^ and describes him as a most just or righ- 
teous man^ in an especial manner, we are to remember that 
such is his name ana character in the gosp(>l according to the 
Hebrews, and the other Ebionite remains of Hegesippus, but 
nowhere else, that I remember, in the earliest antiquity : nor 
are we to suppose they herein referred to any otlier than that 
righteousness which was by the Jewish law^ wherein St. Paul, '\ 
before he embraced Christianity, professed himself to have 
been (flameless. Thus when Josephus, with other Jewa, as. 
cribed the miseries of that nation under Vespasian and Tit us, 
ivith the destructioa gf Jerusalem, to tbe barbarous murder 

* AcU xiL 20. t Philip- u>* ^9 &« ^- 
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of JaoMS the Jusrt, we uuisC msmmmber^ irfMt we leem hom 
die Ebionite fraj^roents of HMfeMpput, that th^se EbioMtee 
interpreted a prophecy of iMUftk at foretelling liiie very taur* 
der, and those eonsequeiit mieeriet : L#l mb tak$ awmjf lie 
ju0i tmi^Jbr he %$ ^mfro/Uable to us ; therifbre fthall Aiy Mt 
tks fruU ofihrir own way,* Thus when Joeephus aaje, «e 
we liAve seen, that the most equitable ^citizeiM' of Jeruuleny 
and those that were most aealoue of the iaw^ were very un- 
easy at the oondemnation of this Jamee, And some of hie 
friends or ftllow Christians, \iy the high^priest and aaiiihe* 
drim, about a. s. 63, and deekree that he himself was oim 
of those Jews who thought the terrible wiiseriee of that mp 
lion effects of the vengeance of God for their marder #f this 
James, about a. d. 68, we may eaaiW see those eptnioBiP 
could only be the opinions of converted Jews or EbieoiteB. 
The high-priesit ana sanhedrim, who always pioseeiited the 
Christians, and now oondemoed these Christians, and the 
body of those unbelieving Jewi^ who are supposed to suff<» 
for murdering this Jones, the head of the Nasaii$ne«r Xbift* 
nite Christians in Judea, oould «ot, to be eure^ be of that 
opinion : aor oould Jose^p^s hhnsolf be at the^game opnioo, 
as he declares he was, without the strongest iodinatiofis to 
tiie Christian religion, or without beiiig secretly a CThristiaii 
Jew, f . ■€. a Nazarene or EUoiAle ; whieh thiM js, by the 
way, a very great additional arvuiaeat tfaaC suehlie wa^ and 
no other. Thus hMlly, when JoeephM is oked in 'Suidas as- 
aftrraing tliat Jesus eixioiated with the priests in the temple,, 
this aocouat is by no nieaias disg^gneeaole to (the preteusions 
of the Ebionitee. Hegesippas efirms the very same of 
James the Just also. 

VI. The first'citotion ctf the famous testimony «otieevinag 
our Saviour from Tacitus, almost all th|U «KMis trueof ^he 
Jews is directly taken by him otftof J^osephus, as wiH bw 
deosonstrated under the thhrd 'Dissertsftion hereafter. 

Vil. The second autlior I hav« atl'leged 4fbr k is Juttiu 
Martyr, «ine so nearly eoeval wiflh Josephus that he imglit 
be born about the time when he wrote his Antiqnitiee, appeds 
to the sasse Antiquities by that i^eiy Hame ; and thoii^ he 
does not here directly <)uote diem, yet does he seem totae 
to allude to i\As fery testimony in tdemcofiCQrtiing'Omr 8a^ 
viour, when he affirms in this^pIaceto'Trypho (he Jew, >C|^t 
Mb mofthn-imffinalfy knew thai ^e9U0 was risen frem ih&dead^ 
msd Ascended into heateen^ m the^fropheeks didJeretHi nfas4& 
iiffsm. ^Smee 4here neither «9Wis, nor prdtebiy in <he 
days of Jtistiii: wa&miy -other Jewish testimony -extattt wMcJk 

iiL 10. 
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If «o agreeable to what Justin liere affirms of tlioee Jews at 
is this of JoBC»pbu8 the Jew before us: nor indeed does he 
seem to me to nave had any thing else particularly in his view 
here, but this ▼ery testimoey, where Josephus says^ that 
Jesus appiored to hif Jbllomers alive ike third day after Ins 
emcyixton^ as ike divine prvphets kadJbretoU these end iem 
thousand other wonder/id things concertiiw Hm. 

VIII. The third author I liare quoted for JosephusVt tea* 
tiroonies of John the Baptist, of Jesus of Nazareth, and of 
James the Just, is Origen, wlio is indeed allowed on sdl 
hands to have quoted him lor the excellent characters of 
Jbhn the Baptist, and of James the Just, but whose sap- 
posed entire silence about this testimony concerning Chast 
IS usually alleged as the prindnd argument against As being 
genuine, and particularly as to toe clause, Thiswas the Chrisi; 
and that, as we have seen, becauae he twice assures us, tfaat^ 
in his opinion, Josephus did not MmsHf aeknaaledge Jesus 
fir Christ Now, as to this latter clause, I have already 
shewed that Josephus did not here, in writing to Greeke and 
Bomons, mean any such thing by those words as Jews and 
Christians naturauy understMid by them : I have also ok 
served, that all the ancients allow still, with Origen, that Jo- 
sephus did not, in the Jewish and Christian seasie, adcnov- 
ledge Jesus for the true Messiah or the true Christ of God^ 
notwithstanding thor expt«ss quotation of that clause in 
Josephus as genuine ; so that imless we suppose Origen to 
have had a different notion of these words fram all the other 
ancients, we cannot conclude from this assertion of Origen?s^ 
that he had not those words in his copy ; not tasay that itis> 
after all, much more likely that his copy a little differed Atom 
the other copies in this clause, or indeed omitted it entinl]iv 
than that he, on its aooonnt, must be supposed not to have 
bad the rest of this testimony therein, though indeed i 45ee 
no neces^ty of making any aoeh sapposal at all. Howevc*, 
it seems to me that Origen aflfoxds us fear ae vend indioactioaa 
that the main parts at least of iliis testimony itself were in 
his copy. 

(1.) When Origen introdueea Josephus^s testimony eon^ 
earning James the Just, that be thongnt the miseries /of the 
Jews were an instance of the divine vengeance on that nation 
fi>r putting James to death instead of Jesus, he uses an ex^ 
pression no way necessary to his purpose, nor occasioned'^ 
any words of Josephus there, that they bad :riain thai Chsisi 
which was foretold in the prophecies. Whence oanld this ex« 
pression come bene into Origen^. mind, when be wasquotiog 
a testimony of Josephus^s coneemmg the bradur of XShnst^ 
hatSNBAnktremBuinmuBecteL'dmmm 
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same Josephus Goncerniog Christ himself^ that the propheU 
hadJbreiM his death, and resurrection^ and ten thousand 
other wonderful things cancermng him. 

(2.) How came Origen to be so surprised at Josephus^s as- 
cribing the destruction of Jerusalem to the Jews^ murdering 
of James the Just, and not to their murdering of Jesus, as 
we have seen he was, if he had not known that Josephus had 
spoken of Jesus and his death before, and that he had a very 
good opinion of Jesus, which .yet he could learn no way so 
authenticly as from this testimony ? Nor do the words he 
here uses, that Jc^ephus was tio^ remote from the truths per-* 
haps allude to any thing else^but to this very testimony be- 
fore us. 

{S.) How can the same Origen, upon another slight occa- 
sion, when he had just set down that testimony of Josephus 
concerning James the Just,, the brother of Jesus, who was 
called Christy to say, that it may be questioned whether the 
Jews thought Jesus to be a man^ or whether they did not sup* 
pose Mm to be a being of a diviner kind f This looks so very 
like to the fifth and sixth clauses of this testimony in Jose- 
phus, that Jestts was a wise man^ if it be lawful to call him a 
many that it is highly probable Origen thereby alluded to 
them : and this is the more tor be depended on, because all 
the unbelieving JoWs, and all the rest of the Nazarene Jews, 
esteemed Jesus with one consent as a mere man^ the son of 
Joseph and Mary ; and it is not, I think, possible to produce 
anyone Jew but Jcjsephus, who in a sort of compliance with 
the Romans .and the catholic Christians, who thought him a 
Godj would say any thing like his being a God, 
. (4.) How came Origen to affirm twice, so expressly, that 
Josephus did not himself onony. in the Jewish and Christian 
sense, that Jesus was Christy notwithstanding his quotations 
of such eminent testimonies out of him for John the Baptist 
his forerunner, and for James the Just his brother, and one 
of his principal disciples ? There is no passage in all Jose- 
phus so likely to persuade Origen of this as is the famous 
testimony before us, wherein, as he and all the ancients un- 
derstood it, he was generally called CAri^ indeed, but not 
any otherwise than as the common name whence the sect of 
Christians was dcriv(;d, and where he all along speaks of 
those Christians as a sect then in being, whose author was a 
wonderful person, and his followers great lovers of him and 
oi the truth, yet as such, a sect as he had not joined himself 
to. Which exposition, as it is a very natural one, so was it, I 
doubt) but too true of our Josephus at that time : nor can i 
devise any other reason but this, and the parallel language of 
Josephus elsewhere, when he speaks of James as the brother^ 
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not qfJesfts who wa$ Christy bat of Jesus nAo kq» colled 
Chrik, that ooaki 80 naturally induce Origen and others to 
hie of that optDNNi. 

IX. There are two remarkable passages in Suidas and 
Theophylact, already set dowtt, as citing Josephus; the fbr- 
mer, that Jesus officicUed mih the priests in the temple^ and 
the latter, that the destruction of Jerusalem, and miseries of 
the Jews, were owing to their jmUing Jesus to decUh^ which 
are in none of our present copies, nor cited thence by any 
ancienter authors, nor indeed do they seem altogether con- 
sistent with the other most authentic testimonies : however, 
smce Suidas cites his passage from a treatise of Josephus^s, 
<»Ued Memoirs of the Jemi atpHviig^ a book never heard of 
elsewhere, and since both citatxonsare not at all disagreeable 
to Josephus'^s character as a Natarene or Ebionite, I dare not 
positivay conclude they are spurious, but must leave them 
m suspense, for the further consideration of the learned. 

X. As to that great critic Photius, in the ninth century, 
who is supposed not to have bad this testimony in his copy 
of Josephus, or else to have esteemed it spurious, because in 
Ms extracts out of Jo6e{Aus's Antiquities, it is not expressly 
fioentioned ; this is a strange thinff indeed ! that a seotioii 
which had been cited out <» Jo60[»U8^s copies all along be- 
fore the days of Pholius, as well as it has been all along cited 
out of them since his days, diould be supposed not to be ia 
his copy, because he does not directly raentioa it in certain 
short and imperfect extracts^ no way particularly relating to 
such matters. Those who lay a stress on this silence of Pho^ 
tius seem little to have attended to the nature and brevity of 
those extracts. They contain little or nothing, as he in ef- 
fect professes at their entrance, but what concerns Antipater, 
Herod the Great, and his brethven and family, with their 
exploits, till the days of Agrippa/«fi. and Cumanus, the go^ 
temor of Judea, fineenyears after the death of our Saviour, 
without one word of PUate, or what happened under liis 
goremmient, which yet was the only proper place in which 
this testimony could come to be meiity>nea. However, since 
Fhotius seems thefefore, as we have seen, to suspect the 
treatise ascribed by some to Josephus, of tks Universe^ be* 
cause it speaks very high things of the eternal generation and 
divinity of Christ, this looks very like his knowledge and be- 
lief of somewhat really in the same Josephus, which spake in 
a lower manner of him, which could be hardly any other pas- 
sage than this testimony before us. And since, as we have 
also seen, when he speaks of the Jewish history of Justus of 
Tiberias, as infected with the prejudices of the Jews, in taking 
no manner of notice of the advent, of the acts, and of the 

VOL. IV. c c 
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miracles of Jesus Christ, while yet he never speaks so- of 
Josephus himself, this most naturally implies also, that there 
was not the like occasion here as there, but that Josephus 
had not wholly omitted that advent, those acts or miracles, 
which yet he has done everywhere else, in the books seen 
by Photius, as well as Justus of Tiberias, but in this famous 
testimony before us ; so that it is most probable, Photius not 
only hadf this testimony in his copy, but believed it to be ge- 
nuine also. 

XI. lAs to the silence of Clement of Alexandria, who dtes 
the Antiquities of Josephus, but never cites any of the tes- 
timonies now before us, it is no strange thing at all, since he 
never cites Josephus but once, and tnat for a point of chro- 
noloffv only, to determine how manv years had passed from 
the days of Moses to the days of tfosephus ; so that his 
silence may almost as well be alleged against a hundred 
other remarkable passages in Josephus^s work as agunst 
these before us. 

XII. Nor does the like silence of TertuUian imply that 
these testimonies, or any of them, were not in the copies of 
his age. TertuUian never once hints at any treatises of Jo- 
sephus^s but those against Apion, and that in general only, 
for a point of chronology ; nor does it anj way appear that 
Tertullian ever saw any of Josephus^s writings besides, and 
far from being certain that he saw even those. He had par- 
ticular occasion in his dispute against the Jews to quote Jo- 
sephus, above any other writer, to prove the completion of 
the proj^ecies oi the Old Testament in the destruction of 
Jerusalem and miseries of the Jews at that time, of which he 
there discourses ; yet does he never once quote him upon that 
solemn occasion : so that it seems to me, tnat Tertullian never 
read either the Greek Antiquities of Josephus, or his Greek 
books of the Jewidb wars ; nor is this at all strange in Ter- 
tullian, a Latin writer, that lived in Africa, by none of which 
African writers is there any one clause, that I know of, cited 
out of any of Josephus^s writings ; nor is it worth my while 
in such numbers of positive citations of these clauses, to 
mention the silence of our later writers, as being here of very 
small consequence. 
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DISSERTATION II. 

Concerning God's Command to Abraham to offer up Isaac 

his Son Jbr a Sacrifice. 

Since this command of God to Abraham* has of late been 
greatly mistaken by some, who venture to reason about very 
ancient facts from very modem notions, and this without a 
due regard to either the customs, or opinions, or circum- 
stances of the times whereto those facts belong, or indeed to 
the true reasons of the facts themselves ; since the mistakes 
about those customs, opinions, circumstances, and reasons, 
have of late so far prevailed that the very same action of 
Abraham^s, which was so celebrated by St. Paul,-f* St. James^ 
the author to the Hebrews,g Philo,|l and Josephus,^ in the 
first century, and by innumerable others since, as an uncom- 
mon instance of signal virtue, of heroic faith in God, and 
piety towards him ; nay, is in the sacred history** highly com- 
mended by the divine Angel of the covenant^ in the name of 
God himself, and promised to be plentiful! v rewarded ; since 
this command, I say, is now at last, in tne eighteenth cen- 
tury, become a stone of stumbling and a rock of qffence 
among us, and that sometimes to persons of otherwise eood 
sense, and of a religious disposition of mind also, I shall en- 
deavour to set this matter in its true, i. e, in its ancient and 
original light, for the satisfaction of the inquisitive. In order 
whereto we are to consider, 

1. That till this very profane age, it has been, I think, uni- 
versally allowed by all sober persons, who owned themselves 
the creatures of Grod, that the Creator has a just right over 
all his rational creatures, to produce their lives to what length 
he pleases ; to cut them off when and by what instruments 
he pleases ; to afflict them with what sickness he pleases ; 
and to remove them from one state or place in this his great 
palace of the universe to another, as he pleases ; and that all 
those rational creatures are bound in duty and interest to ac 
quiesce under the divine disposal, and to resign themselves 
up to the good providence of God in all such his dispensp^ 
tions towards them. I do not mean to intimate, that God 
may, or ever does act in these cases after a mere arbitrary 
manner, or without sufficient reason, believing, according ta 
the whole tenor of natural and revealed religion, that he iMeih 

* Gen. xxiL f '^^^'^ >▼• l<^-9& ^ t J«ii. ii. 21, 2S. 
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nothing that he hath made ;* that whatsoever he does, how 
melancholy soever it may appear at first sight to us, is really 
intended lot the good of his creatures, and at the upshot of 
things will fully appear so to be ; but that still he is not 
obliged, nor does in general give his creatures an account of 
the particular reasons of such his dispensations towards them 
immediately, but usually tries and exercises their faith and 
patience, tneir resignation and obedience, in tbdj: present 
state of probation, and reserves tliose reasons to the last day, 
the day of the revelation of the righteous judgmerd of God.\ 
2. That the entire historic of the past ages, from the 
days of Adam till now, shew that Almighty Grod has ever 
exercised his power over mankind, and that without giving 
them an immediate account of the reasons of such his con* 
duct; and that withal, the best and wisest men of all ages. 
Heathens as well as Jews and Christians, Marcus AntoniuB 
as well as the patriarch Abraham and St. Paul, have, ever 
humbly submitted themselves to this conduct of the divine 
Proviclence, and always confessed that they were obliged to 
the undeserved goodness and mercy of God for every enjoy- 
ment, but could not demand any of them of his justice, no^ 
not so much as the continuance of that life whereto those 
enjoyments do appertain. When God was pleased to sweep 
the wicked race of men away by a flood, the young innocent 
infants as well as the guilty old sinners ; when he was pleased 
to shorten the lives of men after the floods and still down- 
ward till the days of David and Solomon ; when he was 
E leased to destroy impure Sodom and Gk>morrah by fire and 
rimstone from heaven, and to extirpate the main body of 
the Amorites out of the land of Canaan, as soon as their 
iniquities were fuU^l and m these instances included the 
young innocent infants together with the old hardened sin* 
ners ; when God was pleased to send an angel, and by him 
to. destroy 185,000 Assyrians (the number attested to by Be- 
rosus the Chaldean, as well as by our own Bibles) in the days 
of Hezekiah, most of which seem to have had no other pecu- 
liar ^uilt upon them than that common to soldiers in war^ of 
obeying, without reserve, their king Sennacherib, his generals 
and captains ; and when, at the [uague of Athens, London, 
Marseilles, &c. so many thousand righteous men and women, 
with innocent babes, were swept away on a sudden by a fata} 
.contagion, — I do not remember that sober men have com- 
plained that God dealt tmfustfy with such his creatures, in 
those to us seemingly severe dispensations : nor are we cer- 
tain, when any such seqpilngly severe dispensatioqs are really 

* Wild. Ki. U. t Rom. ii. 5. t <^«n. x?. 16. 
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such, nor do we know but shortening the lives of men may 
sometimes be the greatest blessing to thero, and prevent or 
put a stop to those courses of gross wickedness which might 
bring them to a greater misery in the world to come ; nor is 
it fit for such poor, weak, and ignorant creatures as we are, 
in the present state, to call our Almighty, and AlUwise, and 
AU-good Creator and Benefactor to an account, upon any 
such occasions : since we cannot but acknowledge, that it Ts 
He that hath made us^ and nai tee ourselves;* that we are 
nothing, and having nothing of ourselves independent of him, 
but that all we are, all we have, and all we hope for, is de^ 
rived from him, from his free and undeserved bounty, which 
therefore he may justly take from us in what way soever and 
whensoever he pleases : all wise and good men still saying in 
such cases with the pious Psalmist, xxxix. 9, ^' I was dumb, 
I opened not my mouth, because thou didst it ;^ and with 
patient Job, i. 21, ii. 10, *^ Shall we receive g(X>d at the hand 
of God, and shall not we receive evil ? The Lord gave, and 
the Lord liath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.^ 
If therefore this shortening or taking away tlie lives of men 
be no objection against any divine comnuuid for that purpose, 
it is full as strong against the present system of the world, 
ag^st the conduct of divine providence in general, and 
against natural religion, which is founded on tne justice of 
that providence, and is no way pecuUar to revealed reli^on 
or to the fact of Abraham now before us ; nor in this case 
much different from what was soon after the days of Abraham 
thoroughly settled, after Job^s and his friends^ debates, by the 
ins[Hration of Elibu, and the determination of God himself, 
where the divine providence was at length thoroughly cleared 
and justified before all the world, as it will be, no question, 
more generaUy cleared and justified at the final judgment. 

3. That till this profane age, it has also^ I think, been uni- 
versally allowed by all sober men^ that a command of Grod, 
when sufBciently made known to be so, is abundant authority 
fcMT the taking away the life of any person whomsoever. I 
doubt both ancient and modem pnnces, ^nerals of armies, 
and judges, even those of the best reputaticHi also, have yen* 
tured to take many men^s lives awajr upon much less author 
rity : nor indeed do the most sceptical of the moderns care 
to den^ this authority directly; they rather take a method of 
objecting somewhat more plaiisihre, though it amount to 
much the same : they say, that the apparent disagreement of 
any command to the moral attributes of God, sucn bb this of 
the slaughter of an only child seems plainly to be, will be a 
greater evidence that such a command docs not come from 

• PmI. c 3. 
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God thaH any pretended revelation can be that it does. But 
as to this matter, although divine revelations have now so 
long ceased, that we are not well acquainted with the manner 
of conveying such revelations with certainty to men, and by 
consequence the apparent disagreement of a command witn 
the moral attributes of Grod ought at present, generally, if 
not constantly, io deter men from acting upon audi a pre- 
tended revelation, yet was there no sucn uncertainty in the 
days of the old prophets of Grod, or of Abraham, ilu friend 
of Gody^ who are ever found to have had an entire certainty 
of those their revelations: and what evidently shews they 
were not deceived is this, that the events and consequences 
of things afterward always corresponded, and secured them of 
the truth of such divine revelations. Thus the first miracu- 
lous voice from heaven,-}- calling to Abraham not to execute 
this command, and the performance of those eminent pro- 
mises made by the seeond voice,! on account of his obedi* 
enoe to that command, are demonstrations that Abraham^s 
oomanission for what he did was truly divine, and are an en- 
tire justification of his conduct in this matter. The words of 
the nrst voice from heaven will come hereaflter to be set down 
an a fitter place, but the dorious promises made to Abraham^s 
obedience by the second voice must here be produced from 
verse 15, 16, 17, 18. ** And the angel of the Lord called 
unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, and said. By 
myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast 
done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son 
from me, that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiply- 
ing I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon tlSe «ea4ihore ; and thy seed shall possess 
the gate of his enemies : and in thy seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, because thou hast obeyed my voice.^ 
Every one of which promises have been eminently fulfilled ; 
and, what is chiefly remarkable, the last and piincipal of them, 
that ^ iiTAbraham^s seed all the nations ot the earth should 
be blessed,^ was never promised till this time. It had been 
twice promised him, chap. xii. ver. S, and xviii. 18, that ^^ in 
himseJf should all the families of the earth be blessed,^, but 
that this bles«ng was to belong to future times, and to be be- 
stowed by the means of one of his late posterity, the Messias, 
that great seed and sono{ Abraham, only was never revealed 
4)efore, but on szuch an amaaing instance of his faith and 
obedience as was this his readiness to ofier.up his only be- 
gotten son Isaac, was now first promised, and has been long 
^ago performed, ijii the birth of .Jesus of Nazaretli, the eon of 

* Iw. xli. 8. t Gen. wdi. H> 12. $ Gen. xkiL 17, 18* 
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Davidy the 9on of Abraham^ which highly deserves our ob- 
servation in this place : nor can we suppose that any thing 
else than clear conviction that this command came from 
God could induce so good a man, and so tender a father as 
Abraham was, to sacrifice his own beloved son, and to lose 
tliereby all the comfort he received from him at present, and 
all the expectation he had of a numerous and happy poste- 
rity from him hereafter. 

4. That long before the days of Abraham the daemons or 
heathen gods had required and received human sacrifices, and , 
particularly that of the ofi^rer^s own children, and this both 
oefore andafter the deluge. This practice had been indeed 
so long left off in Egypt, and the custom of sacrificing ani- 
mals there was confined to so few kinds in the days of Hero- 
dotus, that he would not believe they had ever offered hunian 
sacrifices at all : for he says,f '^ That the fable, as if Her- 
cules was sacrificed to Jupiter in Egypt, was feigned by the 
Greeks, who were entirely unacqufdnted with the nature of 
the Egyptians and their laws ; for how should they saprifice 
men, with whom it is unlawftil to sacrifice any brute beast 
(boars, and bulls, and pure calves, and ganders, only except- 
ed) Y^ However, it is evident from Sanchoniatho, Manetno, 
Pausanias, Diodorus Siculus, Philo, Plutarch, and Por- 
phyry, that such sacrifices were frequent both in Phenicia 
and Egypt, and that long before the days of Abraham, as 
Sir John Marsham and bishop Cumberland have fully 
proved ; nay, that in other places (though not in Egypt), 
this cruel practice continued long bSXxx Abraham, and this 
till the very third, if not also to the fifth century of Chris- 
tiauity, before it was quite abolished. Take the words of 
the origjinal authors in English, as most of them occur in 
their originals in Sir John Marsham^s Chronicon, p. 76, 77« 
78, 800-804. 

'^^CHBoi>nJS offered up his only-begotten son, as a bumt- 
ofiermg to his father Ouianus, when Uiere was a famine and 
and a pestilence.^ 

*^ §CHaoNUs, whom the Phenidans name lirad [it should 
be il], and who was after his death consecrated into the star 
Saturn, when he was kmg of the country, and had by a 
nymph of that country, named Jnobretj an only-begotten 
son, whom, on that account, they called Jeud (the Pheni- 
csans to this day calling an only-begotten son by ihat name), 
he, in his dread of very great cum^rs that lay upon the coun- 
try from war, adorned his son with royal apparel, and built 
an altar, and offered him in sacrifice r 

* Matih. L 1. f Ap. Manh. ChroD. p. 303. 

t PUlOi Bib. ex Saocfao. p. 76. . § PhilOi Bib. ex Sancho. p. 77- 
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^^ *The Pbenicians, whefn they were in ffro^it dangers bj 
war, by famine, or by pestilence, sacrificed to Satura one of 
the clearest of their people, whom diey chose b^ public siif^ 
frage for that purpose : And Saacboniatbo^s Fhenician historj 
is full of such sacrifices. [These liitherto I take to have beeo 
before the flood].'' 

-fin Arabia, the Dumatu sacrificed a child every year.^ 
jThey relate that of old the [Egyptian] kings saci^ficed 
such men as were of the same colour with Typho, at the 
sepulchre of Osiris.^ 

^^ §Manetho relates, that they burnt Typhonean men aljive 
in the city Idithyia [or Ilithyia] and scattered th^ adief 
like chaff that is winnowed ; and this was done publicly, and 
at a set season, in the do^-days.^ 

** IjThe barbarous nations did a long time adnut of the 
i^ugnter of diildrcn, as of a holy practice, and acceptable 
to the gods. — ^And this thing both private persons, and kings, 
and entire nations, practise at proper seasons.^ 

** ^The human sacrifices that were enioined by the Dodo* 
nean oracle, mentioned jin Pausanias's Acnaics, in tbe tragical 
story of Coresus and Callirhoe, sufiiciently intimate that the 
Fhenician and E^ptian {Nfiests had set up this Dodonean 
oracle before the time of Amoas, who destroyed that barbae 
rous practice in Egypt^ 

I T^qve adytU heee trittia dUia rtpwiat • 
Sa9tgnine plaeaatU venlot, et virgin9 cceas, 
C«m frimwm lUmcMB Jkumi vemtttB ad onm ; 
Saugnine mtarmdi reditu9f ammaqne Utaniim 
ArgoUctu** 



——He from thie godi tfaii dreadfol tnsvcr broii|g)it t 

O Grecians, when the Trcjan abores jrou soufhi. 

Your passage with a viipn's Uood wa^ bought ; 

So must your nft return be bought again, ^ 

And Grecian blood once more atone the main. DaYliXir. 

These bloody sacrifices were, fyr certain, inataaoen of the 
greatest degree of impiety, tyranny, and cruelty, in the wotU, 
that either wicked daemons or wicked men, who neither 
made nor preserved mankind^ who had therefi^^te no right 
over them, oor were they able to make them amends in the 
next world for what they thus lost of suffered in thii,^houUl, 
after so inhuman a manner, command the taking away the 
lives of men, and particularly of the offerer's owa ehildiMt# 
without the commision of any crime. This was, I think, an 

• Porphyry, p. 77- f Porphyiy, p. 77. 

$ Diod. p. 78. § Plutarch, p. 78. 

U Nonulli ap. f hiloo. p. 76. f Cumbcrl. Sanchop. p. '4]^ 

** Vtfg. ^Kndd. B. ii. vex. \lb. 
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abomiiialion d^ved from him who was * a murderer from 
the beginning; a erime truly and fHroperly diabohcal. 

5. That aocordingly Almighty God himself, under the 
Jewish dispensation, vehemenuy condemned the Pagans, and 
sometimes the Jews themselves tot this crime ; ana for this, 
amonff other heinous sins, cast the idolatrous nations (nay, 
sometimes the Jews too) out of Palestine. Take the prin- 
cipal texts hereto relating, as they he in order in the Old 
Testament. 

\ ^^ Thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire 
to Molech. — Defile not yourselves in any of these tninss, for 
in all these the nations are defiled, which I cast out before 
you,^ &c. 

X " Whosoever he be of the diildren of Israel, or of the 
strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed 
unto Molech, he shall surely be put to death : the people of 
the land shall stone him with stones.^ 

§ ^^ Take heed to thyself, that thou be not snared by fol- 
lowing the nations, after that they be destroyed from liefore 
thee : and that thou inquire not after their gods, sajdng. How 
did these nations derve their gods, eveuao will I do likewise. 
Thou shalt not do so unto the Lord thy God ; for every abo- 
mination of the Lord, which he bateth, have they done unto 
their gods, for even thdr sons and their daughters have they 
burnt in the fire to their gods.^ See chap, xviii. 10, S Kings 
xvii. 17. 

II ^^ And Ahaz made bis son to pass through the fire, ac- 
cording to the abominations of the neathen, whom the Lord 
cast out before the children of Israel.'" 

€[ «« Moreover^ Ab^ burnt incense in the valley of the son 
of Hinpom, and burnt his chUdren [his son in Josephus] in 
the fire, after the abominations of the heathen, whom the 
\jcfrA had cast out before the children of Israel^ 

** ^^ And the Sepharvited burnt their children in the fire 
to Adrammelech, add An^mmelech, the gods of Sephar- 
y^dn),^ &c. 

-f-f ^^ And Josiah defiled Tophetb, which is in the valley 
of the children of Qinnom, that no man might make his son 
or his daughter to p9ss tbrouffb the fire unto Molech.^ 

\X ^^ Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters 
unto dseoKHiB ; aiid shed innocent blood, the blood of theit 
sons and of thdur dauffhters, whom they sacrificed unto the 
idp]^ of Cfuvian^ and the land was polluted with blood.** 
See Isa. Ivii* 5. 

• John ▼iii. 44. -f* Lev. xyHL 21. X I*^* **• 2« 

§ DeuL ziL 30, 31. || 2 Kings xn. 3. f t Chion. xxvin. 3. 

•^ 2 King* xvii. 91. ft t JKipgv yxjii. 19. Xi P^* «i* ^h ^ 
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* <^ The children of Judah hath done evil in my sights 
saith the Lord; they have set their abominations in the house 
which is called by my name, to pollute it : And they have 
built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the 
fire, which I commanded them not, nor came it into my 
heart.^ 

f « Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, Be- 
hold, I will bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever 
heareth, his ears shall tingle, because they have forsaken me, 
and have estranged this place, and have burnt incense unto 
other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, 
nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with the 
blood of innocents. They have built also the nigh places of 
Baal, to bum their sons with fire for bumt-o&rings unto 
Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it 
into my mind,^ &c. 

I ^^ I'hey built the high places of Baal, which are in the 
valley of tne son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their 
daughters to pass through the fire unto Molech, which I 
commanded them not, neither came it into my mind that 
they should do this abomination to cause Judah to sin.^ 

§ ^^ Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, 
whom thou hast bom unto me, ana these hast thou saciificed 
unto them to be devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a small 
matter, that thou hast slain my children, and delivered them 
to cause them to pass through the fire for them?^ See 
chap. XX. 26, 1 Cor. x. 90. 

II ^< Thou hatest the old inhabitants of thy holy land, for 
doing most odious works of witchcraft and wicked sacrifices ; 
and also those merciless murderers of children, and devourers 
of man^s flesh, and feasts of blood with their priests, out of 
the midst of their idolatrous crew, and the parents that killed 
with thdr own hands souls destitute of help ^ 

. 6. That Almighty God never permitteo, in any one in- 
stance, that such a human sacrifice should actually be ofiered 
to himself (though he had a riffht to have required it, if he 
had so pleased) under the whofe Jewish dispensation, which 
yet was full of many other kinds of sacrifices, and this iat a 
time when mankind generally thou^t such sacrifices of the 
greatest virtue for the procuring pardon of sin, and the divine 
lavour,— this the ancient reooras of the heathen world attest. 
Take their notion in the words of Philo Byblius, the trans- 
lator of Sanchoniatho: ^ ^* It was the custom of the ancients, 
in the greatest calamities and dangers, for the governors of 

• Jer. Tii. SO, 31, 82. f ^^* ^* 3' ^» ^* t J«^* ^"^^ ^' 

§ Eaek. zvi. 20, 21. |i WM ziL 4, 5, «. If Ap. Mstdi. p. 76, 77- 
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the dty or Dation, in order to avert the destruction of all, to 
devote their beloved son to be slain, as a price of redemption 
to the punishing [or avenging] demons; and those so devoted 
were killed after a mystical manner.*" This the history of the 
king of Moab,* when he was in great distress in his war 
agunst Israel and Judah, informs us of: who then ^* took his 
«klest son, that should have reiffned in his stead, and offered 
him for a burnt-offering upon the city wall.*" This also the 
Jewish prophet Micah-f implies, when he inquires, ^< Where- 
with shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before 
the High Grod ? Shall I come before him with burnt-offer- 
ings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of fat kids of the 
coats ? Shall I give my first-bom for my transgression, the 
fruit of my body for the un of my soul ? No, certainly. For 
he hath shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mer- 
cy, and to humble thyself to walk with thy €rod ?^ 

It is true, Grod did here try the faith and obedience of 
Abraham to himself, whether tney were as strong as the Pa- 
gans exhibited to their daemons or idols, yet did he withal 
take effectual care, and that by a miraculous interposition 
also, to prevent the execution, and provided himself a ram, 
as a vicarious substitute, to supply the place of Isaac imme- 
diately: I *^ And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham, 
and said, Abraham, Abraham ; and he said, here am I: And 
be said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any 
thing unto him, for now I know that thou fearest Grod, seeing 
thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a 
ram caught in a thicket by his noms; and Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the 
stead of his s(»i.^ Thus though Jephtha § has, by many, been 
thought to have vowed to offer up his only daughter and 
child for a sacrifice, and that as bound on him, upon suppo- 
sition of his vow, by a divine law, Levit. xxvii. ^, 99^ of 
which opinion I was once myself, yet upon more mature 
-consideration I have, for some time, thought this to be a 
mistake, and that his vow extended only to her being devoted 
to serve Grod, at the tabernacle, or elsewhere, in a state of 
perpetual virginity; and that neither that law did enjoin 
any human sacrifices, nor do we meet with an example of its 
execution in this sense afterwards. Philo never mentions 
any such law, no more than Josephus : And when Josephus 
Aliought that Jephtha had made such a vow, and executed it, 

* 3 Kings iii. 27- t Mic. vi. 6, 7, & 

t C^to. xxiL 1 1, 12, 13. § Judg. zL 3G, 39. 
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he is so far from hinting at its being done in compliance with 
any law of God, that he expressly condemns him for it, as 
having acted contrary thereto ; or in his own words, * *^ as 
having offered an oblation neither conf(Nrmable to the law, 
nor acceptable to Grod, nor weighing with himself what opi^ 
nion the hearers would have of such a practice.'" 

7. That Isaac being at this time, according to Josepbus, -f 
who is herein justly followed by Archb. Usher, I no less than 
twenty-five years of age, and Abraham being, by consequence, 
one hundred and twenty-five, it is not to be supposed that 
Abraham could bind Isaac, in order to offer him m sacrifice, 
but by his own free consent ; which free consent of the party 
who is to suffer, seems absolutely necessary in all such cases : 
and which free consent St Clement, as well as Josephus, dis- 
tinctly takes notice of on thb occasion. St. Clement describes 
it thus : § *^ Isaac bein^ fully persuaded of what he knew was 
to come, cheerfully yielded himself up for a sacrifice.'^ And 
for Josephus, after introducing Abraham, in a pathetic 
speech, laying before Isaac the divine command, and exhort- 
ing him patiently and joyfully to submit to it, he telia us, 
that II ^usaac verycheerfulljrconsented;'" and then introduces 
him, in a short out very pious answer, acquieacinff in the 
proposal ; and adds, that ^^ be then immediately and readily 
went to the altar to be sacrificed.^ Nor did Jephtha ^- per- 
form his rash vow, whatever it were, till his- aaugbter had 
given her consent to it. 

8. It appears to me that Abraham never deeqpatred entirely 
of the interposition of Providence for the preservation of 
Isaac, although in obedience to the command ne prepared to 
sacrifice him to Grod. This seems to me intimated in Abnh 
ham'^s words to his servants, on the third day, when he was 
in sight of the mountain on which he was to offer his son 
Isaac : ** ^^ We will go and wwship, and we will come again 
\o you.^ As also in his answer to his son when he inqmred, 
*^ Behold the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
bumt-ofiering ? And Abraham said. My son, God will pn>* 
vide himself a lamb for a burnt-offering. Both these passages 
loo)i to me somewhat like such an expectation. However, 

9* It appears most evident that Abraham, and I suppose 
I^aac also, firmly believed, that if Godshould permit Isaac to 
be actually slain as a sacrifice, he would certainly and speedily 
raise him again from the dead. This, to be sure, is supposed 
in the words already quoted, that both ^^ be and his son would 

* Antiq. B< ▼. d»p. viL Mct 10. f Antiq. B. i disp. iL 

X Ush. Annal. ad A. M. 2133. § 1 Clem, sect 31. 

11 Antiq. B. L chtp. xui> lect 3. % Jodg. xi. 30, 37* 

** Gen. judL 5, 7t 
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go and worship and ootne again to the servants;^ and is clearly 
and justly collected from this history by the author to the 
Hebrews, chap. xi. 17, 18, 19* ** By futh Abraham when 
he was tried offered up Isaac ; and he that had received the 
promises offered up his only-begotten, of whom it was said, 
that in Isaac shall thy seed be called, accounting, or reason- 
ing, that God was able to n^se him from the oead.^* And 
this reasoning was at once very obvious, and wholly undeni- 
able, that since God was truth itself, and had over and over 
promised that he would *' * multiply Abraham exceedingly ; 
that he should be a father of many nations ; that his name 
should be no longer Abram, but Abraham, because a father 
of many nations Grod had made him,^ &c. ; that ** Sarai his 
wife should be called Sarah ; that he would bless her, and give 
Abraham a son also of her i** and that ** he would bless him, 
and she should become nations, and kings of people should 
be of her,^ &c. ; and that '^ f in Isaac should his seed be 
caHed.*" And since withal it is here supposed that Isaac 
was to be slain as a sacrifice, before he was married, or had 
any seed, God was, for certain, obliged by his promises, in 
these circumstances, to raise Isaac again from the dead : and 
this was an eminent instance of that faith whereby *^ ^ Abnu 
ham believed God, and it was imputed to him for righteous- 
ness,^ viz. that if God lAould permit Isaac to be sacrificed, 
he would certainly and quickly raise him up again from the 
dead, *' § from whence also he received him in a figure,^ aa 
the author to the Hebrews here justly observes. 

10. That the firm and just foundation of Abraham^s faith 
and assurance in God for such a resurrection was this, besides 
the general consideration of the divine veracity, that during 
the whole time of his sojourning in strange countries, in Ca- 
naan and Egypt, ever since he had been called out of Chaldea 
or Mesopotamia at seventy-five years of age, he had || bad 
constant experience of a special, of an overruling, of a kind 
and gracious Providence over hun, till his l^th year, which 
against all human views had continually blessed hun, and co- 
riched him, and, in his elder age, had given him first Ishmael 
by Hagar, and afterward promised him Isaac ^ to ** sprina 
from his own body now aead,** and from the deadnesa df 
Sarah^s womb, when she was past age, and when it ceased to 
be with Sarah after the manner of women,^ -|*-|- and had ac« 
tually performed that and every other promise, how impro- 
bable soever that performance had appeared, be had ever 
made to him, and tnis during fifty enture years together; so 

" Gen. XYiL 2, 4, 5» 6, 16. f ^^* ^'^ ^^' t ^en. x?. 6. 

§ Heb. xi 19. II Geo. xii 4. f Rom. ir. 19. 

■■ Heb. zi. 11, ft Gen. xvHL 11. 
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that although at his first exit put of Chaldea or 
he might have been tempted to stagger ai such ajpromiic of 
God through unbeliefs * yet might he now after fifty years^ 
constant experience, be justly strong in faiths ff^^^^i^^ff g^orjf 
to Godj as being fuUy persuadedf thai whai God had pro- 
mised, the resurrection of Isaac, he was both able and xvilUng 
to perform. 

11. That this assurance therefore, that God, if he per- 
mitted Isaac to be slain, would infallibly raise him again from 
the dead, entirely alters the state of tne case of iu>raham^8 
sacrificing Isaac to the true God, from that of all other 
human sacrifices whatsoever offered to false ones ; all those 
others being done without the least promise or prospect of 
such a resurrection ; and this indeed takes away all pretence 
of injustice in the divine command, as well as of inhumanity 
or cruelty in Abraham^s obedience to it. 

12. That, upon the whole, this command to Abraham, and 
what followed upon it, looks so very like an intention of Grod 
to tjrpify or represent beforehand in Isaac, a belavedj or onfy- 
begMen son, what was to happen long afterward to the great 
s(m and seed of Abraham, the Messiah, the beloved and the 
onh/J>egoiten of the Fattier, whose day Abraham saw byJaOh 
beforehand, and rejoiced to see it,\ that he by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of God should be crucified 
and slain t as a sacrifice, and should be raised again the third 
day, and this at Jerusalem also ; and that in the mean time, 
Grod would accept of the sacrifices of rams, and the like ani- 
mals at the same city Jerusalem ; that one cannot easily avoid 
the application. This seems the reason why Abraham was 
obligea to go to the land of Moriah, or Jerusalem ; and why 
it is noted, that it was the third day § that he came to the 
place, which implies that the return back, after the slaying 
of the sacrifice, would naturally be the third day also ; and 
why this sacrifice was not Ishmael, the son of the flesh only, 
but Isaac the son by promise, the beloved son of Abraham ; 
and why Isaac was styled the only son, or onlyJ)effoiien son of 
Abraham, though he had Ishmael beudes ; and why Isaac 
himself was to bear the wood \\ on which he was to lie sacri- 
ficed ;^ and why the place was no other than ** the landof 
Moriah, or vision, i. e, most probably a place where the She- 
cinah or Messiah had been seen, and Grod by him worshipped, 
even before the days of Abraham, and where lately lived, and 
perhaps now lived M elchisedeck, the grand type of the Mes- 
siah (who might then possibly be present at the sacrifice); and 
why this sacrifice was to be offered either on the mountain 

Kom. iv. 20, SI. t John viiL 66. % Acts u. 33. § Gen. xzii. 2, 4. 
• II Heb. xi. 17- f Gen. xxU. 6. •• John xix. 17- 
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called afterward diatinctly Moriahj where the temple stood, 
and where all the M osuc sacrifices were aflerward to be of. 
fered, as Josephus* and the generality suppose ; or perhaps, 
as others suppose, that where the Messiah nimself was to oe 
ofiered, its neighbour Mount Calvary. This seems also the 
reason why the ram was substituted as a vicarious sacrifice 
instead of Isaac. These circumstances seem to me very 
peculiar and extraordinary, and to render the present hypo- 
thefiis extremely probable. Nor perhaps did St. Clement 
mean any tiling else, when, in his fore-cited passage, he says, 
that '* Isaac was fully persuaded of what ne knew was to 
come,^ and therefore ^* cheerfully yielded himself up for a 
sacrifice.*" . Nor indeed does that name of this place Jeho* 
vahjireh, which continued till the days of Moses, and sig. 
nificKl, God mU see, or rather God wUl provide^ seem to be 
given it by Abraham, on any other account, than that Grod 
would there, in the fulness of time, provide himself a lamb 
(that lamb f of God which was to take away the sin of the 
world) for a burrU^ffering. 

But now, if after all it be objected, that how peculiar and 
how tjrpical soever the circumstances of Abraham and Isaac 
might be in themselves, of which the heathens about them 
could have little notion, yet such a divine command to Abnu 
ham, for slaying his beloved son Isaac, must however be of 
very ill example to the Gentile world ; and that it probably 
did either first occasion, or at least greatly encouraee theur 
wicked practices, in offering their children for sacrifices to 
their idols ; I answer by the next consideration. 

13. That this objection is so far from truth, that Grod^s 
pubUc and miraculous prohilntion of the execution of this 
command to Abraham (which command itself the Grentiles 
would not then at all be surprised at, because it was so like 
to their own usual practice), as well as Grod^s substitution of 
a vicarious oblation, seem to have been the very occasion of 
the immediate abolition of those impious sacrifices by Teth. 
mosis, or Amosis, among the neighl)ouring Egyptians, and 
of the substitution of more inoffensive ones there instead of 
them. Take the account of this abolition, which we shall 
presently prove was about the time of Abraham^s offering 
up his son Isaac, as it is preserved by Porphyry, from Mane- 
tho, the famous Egyptian historian and chronologer, which 
is also cited from Porphyry by Eusebius and Theodorit : 
" J Amosis," says Porphyry, ** abolished the law for slaying 
of men in Heliopolis of Egypt, as Manetho bears witness in 
his book of Antiquity and Piety. They were sacrificed to 
Juno, and were examined, as were the pure calves, that were 

* Antiq. B. l chap, ziiL Met 2. f John i. 29. X Mmb. p. 801. 
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blso sealed with th&n, : they mre sacrificed three in a day. 
In whose stead, Amosis commanded that men of wax, of the 
same number, should be substituted. 

Now I have lately shewn that these Eeyptians bad Abra- 
ham in great veneration, and that all Ae wiadam qf thou 
IlgjmUans^ in which Motes was t^ierwards learned^ was de- 
rivea from no other than fjDom Abraham. Now it appears 
evidently by the fore-dted passage, that the first abcdition of 
these human sacrifices, und the substitution of waxen images 
in their stead, and particularly at Hdiopdis, in the north- 
east part of Egypt, in the nei^bourhood of Beersheba, in 
the south of Palestine, where Abraham now lived, at tbe dia- 
tanee of about a hundred and twenty miles only, was in the 
days, and by the order of Tethmosis or Amosia, who was the 
first of the Egyptian kings, after the expulsion of the Pbeni- 
cian shepherds. Now therefore we are to inquire when this 
Tethmosis or Amosis lived, and compare his time with the 
time of the sacrifice of Isaac. Now if we IocJk ilito mjr 
chronological table, published a. n. 17£1, we shall find that 
the hundred and twenty-fifth year of Abrahatn, or, whieh is 
all one, the twenty-fifth of Isaac, falls into a. m. £573, or 
into the thirteenth year of Tethmosis or Amosia, whidh is the 
very middle of his twenty-five years^ reign. So that this abo- 
lition of human saorifioes in E^rpt, and substitution of others 
in their room, seems to have been occasioned by the solemn 
prohibition of such a sacrifice in the case of Abraham, and by 
the following substitution of a ram in its. stead: which ac- 
count of this matter not only takes away tbe groundless sus- 
picions of the modems, but shews the great seaaonableness of 
the divine prohibition of the execution of thia command to 
Abraham, as probably the direct occasbn of putting a stop to 
the barbarity c£ the Egyptians in (Bering human sacrifiees* 
and that for many, if not for all generatioitt aUterward. 
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TadUufs Accounts of the Origin of the Jewibb Nation, and 
of the Particulars ofihelasi Jewish War; thai ihejbrmsr 
was probably written in cpposUion to Josepkus's AnHqui' 
tiesy and that the latter was for certain almost all direetfy 
token from Josephus's HiskHy of the Jewish War. 

Since Tacitus, the famous Roman historian, who has writ- 
ten more largely and professedly about the origin of the Jew- 
ish nation, about the dhorography of Judea, and the last 
Jewish war under Cestius, Vespasian, aid Titu.% than Any 
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oilier old Roman historian ; and since both JoKcpluiR and 
Tacitus were in favour witli the same Roman einpefors, Ves- 
pasian, Titus, and Domitian ; and since Tacitus was an emi- 
nent pleader and writer of history at Rome during tlu; time 
or not long after our Josephus had been there studying the 
Greek language, reading the Greek books, and writing his 
own works in the same Greek language, which language was 
almost universally known «t Rome in that age ; and since 
therefore it is next to impossible to suppose that Tacitus 
could be unacquainted with the writing of Jose{dius, it cannot 
but be highly proper to compare tlieir accounts of Judea, of 
ihe Jews, and Jewish affairs, together. Nor is it other than 
a very surprising ]3aradox to me, how it has been possible for 
learned men, particularly for the several learnea editors of 
Josephus and Tacitus, to be so very silent about this matter 
as they have hitherto been, especially when not only the cor- 
respondence of the authors as to time and place, but the like- 
ness of the subject-matter and circumstances is so very often 
'SO very remarkable ; nay, indeed, since many of the particu- 
lojt facts belonged peculiarly to the region of Judea, and to 
"the Jewish nation, and are such as could hardly be taken by 
» foreigner from any other autlior than from our Josephus, 
•this strange sdeuce is almost unaccountable, if not inexcusable. 
The two only other writers whom we know of, whence such 
Jewish affairs might be supposed to be taken by Tacitus, who 
never appears to be in Judea himself, are Justus of Tiberias, 
a Jewish historian, contemporary with Josephus, and one 
Antonius Julianus, once mentioned by Minutius Felix, in his 
Octavius; sect dS, as having written on the same subject 
with Josephus, and both already mentioned by me on ano- 
ther occasion. Dissert. I. As to Justus of Tiberias, he could 
not be the historian whence Tacitus took his Jewish affairs, 
because, as we have seen in the place just cited, the princiiial 
passage in Tacitus of that nature, concerning Christ, and his 
sufferings under the Emperor Tiberius, and by his procura- 
tor Pontius Pilate, was not there, as we know from the tes- 
timony of Photius, Cod. XXX. And as to Antonius Julianus, 
his very name shews him to have been not a Jew but a Ro- 
man. He is never mentioned by Josephus, and so probably 
knew no more of the country or affairs of Judea than Tacitus 
himself. He was, I suppose, rather an epitomizcr of Jose- 

fhus, and not so early as Tacitus, than an original historian 
imself before him. Nor could so exact a writer as Tacitus 
ever take up with such poor and alifiost unknown historians 
as these were, while Josephus^s seven books of the Jewish 
War were then so common ; were in such great reputation 
at Rome ; were attested to, and recommended by Vespasian 

VOL. IV. D d 
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and Titus the emperors, by kin^Affrippa and king Arche* 
laus, and Herod king of Chalcis r&nd he was there honoured 
with a statue ; and these his books were reposited at the pub- 
lie library at Rome, as we know from Josephus himself, from 
Eusebius, and Jerome ; while we never hear of any other 
history of the Jews that had then and there any such attes- 
tations or recommendations. Some things indeed Tacitus 
might take from the Roman records of this war, I mean from 
the Commentaries of Vespasian, which are mentioned by 
Josephus himself, in his own Life, sect. 65, and some others 
from the relations of Roman people, where the affairs of 
Rome were concerned ; as also other aSkm might be remem- 
bered by old ofBcers and soldiers that had been in the Jewish 
war. Accordingly I still suppose that Tacitus had some 
part of his information these ways, and particularly where he 
a little differs from or makes additions to Josephus ; but then, 
as this will all reach no farther than three or four years during 
this war, so will it by no means account for that abridgment 
of the geography of the country, and entire series of the 
principal facts of history thereto relating, which are in Taci- 
tus, from the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, 240 years before 
that'war, with which Antiochus both Josephus and Tacitus 
begin their distinct histories of the Jews, preparatory to the 
•history of this last war. Nor could Tacitus take the greatest 
part of those earlier facts belonging to the Jewish natioR 
from the days of Moses, or to Chnst and the Christians in 
the days of Tiberias, from Roman authors ; of which Jewish 
and Christian affairs those authors had usually very little 
knowledge, and which the heathen generally did grossly per- 
vert and shamefully falsify; and this is so true as to Tacitus^s 
own accounts of the origin of the Jewish nation, that the 
reader may almost take it for a constant rule, that when Ta- 
citus contradicts Josephus^s Jewish Antiquities, he either teHs 
direct falsehoods, or truths so miserably disguised as renders 
them little better than falsehoods, and hardly ever lights upon 
any thing relating to them that is true and solid, but wnen 
the same is in those Antiquities at this day; of whjch matters 
more will be said in the notes on this history immediately 
following. 
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HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 
Book V. Chap. II. 

Since we are now going to relate the final period of this 
famous city [Jerusalem], it seems proper to give an account 
of its original.* — The tradition is^ that the Jews ran away 
from the island of Crete, and settled themselves on the coast 
of Libya, and this at the time when Saturn was driven out of 
his kingdom by the power of Jupiter ; — an argument for it is 
fetched from their name. The mountain laa is famous in 
Crete.; and the neighbouring inhabitants are named /ttot, 
which, with a barbarous augment, becomes the name of Ju' 
dcei [Jews], Some say they were a people that were very 
numerous in Egypt under the reign of Isis, and that the 
Egyptians got free from that burden, by sending them into 
the adjoining countries, under their captains Hierosolymus 
and Judas. The greatest part say, they were those Ethiou 
pians whom fear and hatrea obliged to change their habita- 
tions in the reign of king Cepheus.+ There are those which 
report that they were Assyrians, wno wanting lands, got to- 
gether, and obtained part of Egypt, and soon afterward 
settled themselves in cities of their own, in the lands of the 
Hebrews, and the parts of Syria that la}r nearest to them.^ 
Others pretend their origin to be more eminent, and that the 
Solymi, a people celebrated in Homer'*s poems, were the 
founders of this nation, and gave this their own name Hiero- 
solyma to the city which they built there. || 

Chap. Ill-] Many authors agree, that when once an in- 
fectious distemper was arisen in Egypt, and made men^s hoo- 
dies impure, Bocchoris their king went to the oracle of [Ju- 
piter] Hammon, and begged he would grant him some relief 
against this evil, and that he was enjoined to purge his nation 
of them, and to banish this kind of men into other countries 
as hateful to the gods.^ That when he had sought for, and 
gotten them altogether, they were left in a vast desert ; that 
hereupon the rest devoted themselves to weeping and inacti- 
vity ; out one of those exiles, Moses by name, advised them to 

* Most of these stories are so entirely groundlns and so contradictory to one 
another, that they do not desenre a serioas confutation. It is strange Tadtua 
could persuade himself thus crudely to set them down. 

•f One would wonder how Tadtus, or any heathens, could suppose the 
African Ethiopians under Cepheus, who are known to be Blacks, could be the 
parents of the Jews, who are known to be Whites. 

X This account comes nearest the truth, and this Tacitus might have from 
Josephus, only disguised by himself. 

II This Tacitus might have out of Jo^phus, Antiq. B. Tii. chap. ilL sect 2. 

^ Strange doctrine of Josephus ! who truly obaerves on this occasion, that 
the gods are angry, not at bodily imperfections, but at wicked practices. Apion, 
B. i. sect. 28. 

DdS 
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look for no assistance from any of the gods, or from any of 
mankind, since they had been abandoned by both, but bade 
them believe in him, as in a celestial leader,* by whose help 
they had already gotten clear of their pre^nt miseries. They 
agreed to it ; and though they were unacquainted with every 
thing, they began their journey at random. But not+iing 
tired them so m\ich as want of water ; and now they laid 
themselves down on the ground to a great extent, as just 
ready to perish, when a herd of wild asses came from feed- 
ing, and went to a rock overshadowed by a grove of trees. 
Moses followed them, as conjecturing that there was [there- 
abouts] some grassy soil, and so he opened large sources of 
water for them.-|- That was an ease to them ; and when they 
had journeyed continually six entire days, t on tlie seventh 
they drove out the inhabitants, and obtained those lands 
wherein their city and temple were dedicated. 

CiiAP. IV.] As for Moses, in order to secure the nation 
firmly to himself, he ordained new rites, and such as were 
contrary to those of other men. All things are with them 
profane which with us are sacred ; and again, those pcactices 
are allowed among therfi which are by us esteemed most 
abominable. § 

They place the image of that animal in their most holy 
place, by whose indication it was that they had escaped their , 
wandering condition and their thirst. || 

They sacrifice rams by way of reproach to [Jupiter] Ham- 
mon. An ox is also sacrificed, which the Egyptians worship 
under the name of Apis,^ 

They abstain from swine^s flesh, as a memorial of that 
miserable destruction which the mange, to which that crea- 
ture is liable, brought on them, and with which they had 
been defiled.** 

That they-had endured a long famine, they attest still by 
their frequent fastings.ff And that they stole the fruits of 

* This believing in Mofles u in a cfjUwtial leader seems a blind oonfenioo of 
Tacitus, tliat Moses professed to have his laws from God. 

-f This looks also like a plain confession of Tacitus, that Moses brought the 
Jews water out of a rock in great plenty, which bb might hare from Josepfaus, 
Antiq; B. iii. chap. i. sect. 7* 

X Strang^ Indeed ! that 600,000 men should travel above 200 miles, over the 
deserts of Arabia, in six days, and conquer Judea the seventh. 

§ This is not true in general, but only so for that the Israelites were by 
circumcision and other rites to be kept separate from the ||icked and idolaUous 
nations about them. 

II This strange story contradicts what the same Tacitus will tell us presently^ 
that when Pompey went into the holy of holies he found no image there. 

^ These are only guesses of Tacitus, or of his heathen authors, but no more. 

** Such meraoriils of what must have been very reproachful are Btxangen lo 
the rest of mankind, and without any probability. 

-tt The Jews had but one solemn fast of old in the whole year, the greit day 
of expiation. 
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the earth, we have an argument from the bread of the Jews, 
which is unleavened.* 

It is generally 9ippused they rest on the seventh -|- day, 
because that day gave them [the first] rest from their labours. 
Besides which they are idle on every seventh J year, as be- 
ing pleased with a lazy life. Others say, that they do ho* 
nour thereby to Saturn ; § or perhaps the Idiei gave them 
this part of their rcHgion, who (as we said above) were ex* 
pelled together with Saturn, and who, as we have been in- 
formed, were the founders of this nation ; or else it was be- 
cause the star Saturn moves iu the highest orb, and of the 
seven planets exerts the principal part of that energy where*- 
by mankind are governed ; and indeed the most of the hea- 
venly bodies exert their power, and {)erform their courses 
according to tlie number seven. || 

Chap. V.] These rites, by what manner soever they were 
first begun, are supported by their antiquity. ^ The rest of 
their institutions** are awkward, impure, and got ground 
by their pravity ; for every vile fellow, despising tlie rites of 
his forefathers, brought thither their tribute and contribu- 
tions, by which means the Jewish commonwealth was aug- 
mented. And because among themselves there is ^an unal- 
terable fidelity and kindness always ready at hand, but bitter 
enmity towards all others, -f*-|* they are a people separated 
from others in their food, and in their beds, though tliey be 
the lewdest nation upon earth, yet will they not corrupt 
foreign women, || though nothing be esteemed unlawful 
among themselves. §§ 

* Unleavened bread wai only used at the PaMover. 

•f It is very strange that Tacitus should not know or confess that the Jews* 
aeventh day and stvaUkyear of rest were in memory of the seventh or Sabbath- 
day*8 rest, after the six days of creation. £?ery Jew, as well as every ChriKtian, 
could have informed him of those matters. 

^ A strange hypothesis of the origin of the sabbatic year, and witliout all good 
^uodation. Tadtus probably had never heaxd of the Jews' year ofjulnUc^ m) 
he says nothing of it. 

g As if the Jews in the days of Mosea, or long before, knew that the Greeks 
and Romans would long afterward call the aeventh day of the week HaturnM day^ 
which Dio observes was not so called o(-e]d time ; and it is a question whether, 
before the Jews fell into idolatzy, they mt heard of soch a sUr or god as Satonu 
Amoe V. 25 ; Acts viL 43. 

II That the sun, moon, and stars, rule over the affairs of mankind, was a 
heathen and not ^ Jewish notion ; neither Jews nor Cht^stians weie penmtled 
to deal in astrology, though Tacitus seemi to have been deep in it. 

^ This acknowledgment of the antiquity of Moses, and of his Jewish set* 
tlement, was what the heathen cared not always to own. 

** What these pretended awkward and impure institutions were, Tadtus 
does not inform us. 

-ff Jostphus shews the contrary, as to the law of Moses, coa^r. Apioo, li, 
iLsect 22. 

^ A high, and I doubt a false commendation of the Jews. 

§§ An cDtirdy fidse chaiacter, and contrary to their numy laws againsl un- 
dMoneie. See Josqphus, Antiq. 1). iii. chap. xi. kcU 12. 
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They have ordained circumcision of the part used in gene- 
ration, that they may thereby be distinguished from other 
people ; the proselytes * to their religion have the same 
usage. 

They are taught nothing sooner than to despise the gods, 
to renounce their country, and to have their parents, chil- 
dren, and brethren, in the utmost contempt ;-f- but still they 
take care to increase and multiply ; for it is esteemed utterly 
unlawful to kill any of their children. 

They also look on the souls of those that die in battle, or 
are put to death for their crimes, as eternal. Hence comi^ 
their love of postel-ity, and contempt of death. 

They derive their custom J of burying, instead of burning 
their dead, from the Egyptians ; they have also the same 
care of the dead with them, and the same persuasion about 
the invisible world below ; but of the gods above, their opi- 
nion is contrary to theirs. The Egyptians worship abun- 
dance of animals, and images of various sorts. 

The Jews have no notion of any more than one Divine 
Being, § and that known only by the mind. They esteem 
such to be profane who frame images of gods out of perish- 
able matter, and in the shape of men. That this Being is 
supreme and eternal, immutable and unperishable, is their 
doctrine. Accordingly they have no images in their cities, 
much less in their temples ; they never grant this piece of 
flattery to kings, or this kind of honour to emperors. || But 
because their priests, when they play on the pipe and the 
timbrels, wear ivy round their heads, and a golden vine^ has 
been found in their temple, some have thought that they 
worshipped our father Bacchus, the conqueror of the East ; 
whereas the ceremonies of the Jews do not at all agree with 
those of Bacchus, for he appointed rites that were of a jovial 

* The proselytes of justice only, not the proselytes of the gate. 

f How does this agree with that unalterable fidelity ^nd kindness which 
Tacitus told us the Jews had towards one another ? unless he only means that 
they preferred the divine conunands before their nearest relations, whidi is the 
highest degree of Jewish and Christian piety. 

X This custom is at least as old among the Hebrews as the days of Abraham 
and the cave of Macphelah, long before the Israelites went into Egypt. Geo. 
xxiii. 1-20; xzv. 8, 9, 10. 

§ These are very valuable concessions, which Tacitus here makes as to the 
unspotted piety of the Jewish nation, in the worship of one infinite, invisible 
God, and absolute rejection of all idolatry, and of all worship of images, nay, 
of the image of the emperor Caius himself, or of affording it a place in their 
temple. 

II All (he8c coDcessions were to be learr.cd from Josephus, and almost only 
from him ; out of whom, therefore* I conclude Tacitus took the finest part of 
his character of the Jews. 

^ This particular fact, that there was a golden vine in the front of the Jewish 
temple, was in all probability taken by Tacitus out of Josephus ; but as the 
Jewish priests were never adorned with ivy, the signal of Bacchus,* bow Tadtas 
csme to imagine tliis I cannot tell. 
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nature, and fit for festivals, while the practices of the Jews 
are absurd and sordid. 

Chap. VI.] The limits of Judea easterly are bounded by 
Arabia ; Egypt lies on the south ; on the west are Phenicia 
and the [great] sea. They have a prospect of Syria on their 
north quarter, as at some distance from them.* 

The bodies of the men are healthy, and such as will bear 
great labours. 

They have not many showers of rain ; their soil is very 
fruitful; the produce of their land is like ours, in great 
plenty.f 

They have also, besides ours, two trees peculiar to them- 
selves, the balsam-tree and the palm-tree. Their groves of 
Edms are tall and beautiful. The balsam- tree is not very 
rge. As soon as any branch is swelled, the veins quake as 
for fear if you brins an iron knife to cut them. They are 
to be opened with the broken piece of a stone or with the 
shell of a fish. The juice is useful in physic. 

Libanus is their pnncipal mountain, and is very high, and 
yet, what is very strange to be related, it is always shadowed 
with trees, and never free from snow. The same mountaui 
supplies the river Jordan with water, and afibrds it its foun- 
tain also. Nor is tiiis Jordan carried into the sea ; it passes 
through one and a second lake, undiminished, but it is stop^ 
ped by the third. J 

This third lake is vastly great in circumference, as if it 
were a sea. S It is of an ill taste, and is pernicious to the ad^ 
joining inhabitants by its strong smell. The wind raises no 
waves there, nor will it maintam either fishes or such birds 
as use the water. The reason is uncertain, but the fact is 
thus, that bodies cast into it are borne up, as by somewhat 
solid. Those who can and those who cannot swim are 
equally borne up by it.|| At a certain time of the year^ it 
casts out bitumen; the manner of gathering it, like other arts, 



* See the cfaorognphy of Judea in Joeephus, Of the War, B. iii sect 3, 
whence most probably Tadtus framed thia ihoft abridgment of it It comet in 
both aathon naturally before Y etpaaian'g first cunpaign. 

f The latter branch of this Tadtus might have from Josephus, Of the War, 
B. ill. chap. iiL sect 2, 3, 4 ; the other is not in the present conies. 

t These aooonnts of Jordan, of its focmtsins derired from Mount Libanut« 
and of the two laJces it runs through, and its atoppage by the third, are exactly 
i^greeable to Josephus. Of the War, B. iii. chap. x. sect T, 8. 

§ No less than 580 furlongs long and 160 broad, in Josephus. Of the War, 
B. iv. chap. Tiii. sect 4. 

II Stimbo says, that a man could not sink mto the water of this lake so deep 
•s thenaveL 

^ Josqihus never says that this bitumen was cast out at a certain tune of 
Ihe year only ; and Strabo says the direct contrary ; but Pliny agrees with 
Tacitus. 
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has been taught by experience. The Hquor is of its oym n». 
ture of a black colour ; and if you pour vinegar upon it, it 
clings togetlier and swims on tlie top. Those whose business 
it is, take it in their hands and pull it into the upper parts of 
the ship, after which it follows, without farther attraction, and 
fills the ship full, till you cut it off; nor can you cut it off 
either with a brass or an iron instrument ; but it cannot bear 
the touch of blood, or of a cloth wet with menstrual purca* 
tions of women, as the ancient authors say. But those that 
are acquainted with the place assure us, that these Waves of 
bitumen are driven along, and by the hand drawn to the shore, 
and that when they are dried oy the warnl stearts from the 
earth, and the force of the sun, they are cut in pieces with 
axes and wedges, as timber and stones arc cut in pieces. 

Chap. VII.] Not far from this lake are those plains, 
which are related to have been of old fertile, and to have had 
many cities* full of people, but to have been burnt up by a^ 
stroke of lightning : it is also said, that the footsteps of that 
destruction still remain, and that the earth itself appears as 
burnt earth, and has lost its natural fertility ; and tnat as an 
argument thereof, all the plants that grow of their own ac- 
<*ord, or are planted by the hand, whether they arrive at the 
degree of an herb, or of a flower, or at complete maturity^ 
become black and empty, and, as it were, vanish into ashes. 
As for myself, as I am willing to allow diat these once famous 
cities were burnt by fire from heaven, so would I suppose 
that the earth is infected with the vapour of the lake, and 
the spirit [or air] that is over it thereby corrupted,* and that 
by this means the fruits of the earth, both com and grapes, 
rot away ; both the soil and the air being equally unwhole* 
9ome. 

The river Belus docs also run into the sea of Judea, and 
the sands that arc collected about its mouth, when you mix 
nitre with them, are melted into glass : this sort ot shore 19 
but small ; but its sand, for the use of those that carry it off, 
is inexhaustible. 

CuAP. VIII.] A great part of Judea is composed of scat^ 
tered villages ; it also has larger towns. Jerusalem is the 
capital city of the whole nation. In that city there was a 
temple of immense wealth ; in the first parts that are fortified 
is the city itself, next it the royal palace. The temple is en- 
closed in its most inward recesses. A Jew can cofnc no 

* This 18 exactly according to Josepbtis, «nd tmiM hafe been ttkeh frmi him 
in the place forecitcd, and tliatjparticularly, because it is peculiar to Mm, •» flM 
U.H I know, in all antiquity. The rest thought the cities were in the rttj wtmc 
place where now the lake t9, but JoAephus and Tecitus Bay they wtre in ilk 
its iicighbourhuud only, which is Mr. Kcland*s opiniou al^o. 
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farther than the ^tes ; all but the priests are excluded by 
their threshold. While the East was under the dominion oi* 
the Assyrians, the Medes, and the Persians, the Jews were 
of all slaves the most despicable.* 

-f After the dominion of the Macedonians prevailed, king 
Antiochus tried to conquer their superstition, and to intro- 
duce the customs of the Greeks ; but be was disa|)pbinted 
of his design, which was to give this most profligate nation 
a change for the better, and that was by nis war with the 
Parthians ; for at this time Arsaccs had fallen off [from the 
Macedonians.] Then it was that the Jews set kings over 
them, because the Macedonians were become weak, the Par- 
thians were not yet very powerful, and the Romans were very 
remote ; which kings, when they had been expelled by the 
mobility of the vulgar, and bad recovered their dominion by 
war, attempted the same things that kings used to do, I mean 
they introduced the destruction of cities, the slaughter of 
brethren, of wiven, and parents, but still went on in their 
superstition ; for they took upon them withal the honour- 
able dignity of the high-priesthood, as a firm security to their 
power and authority. 

Chap. IX.] The first of the Romans that conquered the 
Jews was Cneius Pompeius, who entered the temple by right 
of victory. Thence the report was everywhere divulged, 
that therein was no image of a god, but an empty place, and 
mysteries, most secret places that have nothing in thcm« 
Tlie walls of Jerusalem were then destroyed, but the temple 
continued still. Soon afterward arose a civil war among 
us ; and when therein these provinces were reduced under 
Marcus Antonius, Pacorus, kmg of the Parthians, got pos- 
session of Judea, but was himself slain by Paulus Ventidius, 
and the Parthians were driven beyond Euphrates ; and for 
the Jews, Caius Sosius subdued them. Antonius ^ve the 
kingdom to Herod ; and when Augustus conquered Anto- 
nius, he still augmented it. 

After Herod^s death one Simtm^ without waiting for the 
disposition of Csesar, took upon him the title of King^ who 
was brought to punishment uy [or under] Quinctilius Varus, 
when he was president of Syria. Afterward the nation was 
reduced, and the children kJl Herod governed it in three par- 
titions. 

Under Tiberius the Jews had rest. After some time they 
were enjoined to place Caius Caesar'^s statue in the temple ; 

* A great sUndcr agaiost the Jewa» without any jntt fonndatioiL Jofiepbuft 
would have infonned bim better. 

i* Here begin Joiephus'ii and Tacitua'a true aocounU of the Jews, prdtiui- 
nary to the last war. See Of the War, Piosm. sect. ^, 
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but, rather than permit that, they took up arms ;* which 
sedition was put an end to by the death of Csesar. 

Claudius, after the kings were either dead or reduced to 
smaller dominions, gave the province of Judea to Roman 
knights or to freed men, to be governed by them. Among 
whom was Antonius Felix, one that exercised all kind of 
barbarity and extravagance, as if he had royal authority, 
but with the disposition of a slave. He had married Dru- 
silla, the grand-daughter of Antonius, so that Felix was the 
grand-daughter^s husband, and Claudius the grandson of the 
same Antonius. 

ANNAL. Book XII. 

But he that was the brother of Pallas, whose sirname was 
Felix, did not act with the same moderation [as did Pallas 
himself.] He had been a good while ago set over Judea, 
and thought he might be guilty of all sorts of wickedness 
with impunity, while he relied on so sure an authority. 

The Jews had almost given a specimen of sedition ; and 
even after the death of Caius was known, and they had not 
obeyed his command, there remained a degree of fear, lest 
some future prince should renew that command [for the set- 
ting up the prince's statue in their temple]. And in the mean 
time Felix, by the use of unseasonable remedies, blew up the 
coals of sedition into a flame, and was imitated by bis part- 
ner in the government, Ventidius Cumanus. The country 
being thus oivided between them, that the nation of the Gab- 
leans were under Cumanus, and the Samaritans under Felix ; 
which two nations were of old at variance, but now, out of 
contempt of their governors^ did less restrain their hatred. 
They ttien began to plunder one another, to send in parties 
of robbers to lie in wait, and sometimes to fight battles, and 
withal to bring spoils and prey to the procurators [Cuma- 
nus and Felix]. Whereupon these procurators began to re- 
joice ; yet when the mischief grew considerable, soldiers 
were sent to quiet them, but the soldiers were killed ; and 
the province had been in the flame of war, had not Quadra- 
tus, the president of Syria, aflPorded his assistance. Nor was 
it long in dispute whether the Jews, who had killed the sol- 
diers m the mutiny, should be put to death. It was agreed 
they should die ; only Cumanus and Felix occasioned a de- 

* They came to Petronius, the president of Syria^ in vast numbers, but with- 
out anns, and as humble supplicants only. See Tacitus presently, where he 
afterwards sets this matter almost right, according to Joaephns, and by way of 
correction ; for that account is in bis annals, which were written afler this which 
is In his histories. 
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lay ; for Claudius, upon hearing the causes as to this rebel- 
lion, had given [Quaaratus] autnority to determine the case, 
even as to the procurators themselves; but Quadratus shewed 
Felix among the judges, and took him into his seat of judg- 
ment, on purpose that he might discourage his accusers. So 
Cumanus was condemned for those flagitious actions, of 
which both he and Felix had been guilty, and peace was 
restored to the province.* 

HISTOR. Book V. Chap. X. 

However the Jews had patience till Gessius Florus was 
made procurator. Under him it was that the war began. 
Then Ccstius Gallus, the president of Syria, attempted to 
appease it, and tried several battles, but generally with ill 
success. 

Upon his death,-|- whether it came by fate^ or that he was 
weary of his life, is uncertain, Vespasian had the good for- 
tune, by his reputation, and excellent officers, ana a victo- 
rious army, in the space of two summers to make himself 
master of all the open country, and of all the cities, Jerusa- 
lem excepted. 

[Flavius Vespasianus, whom Nero had chosen for his ge- 
neral, managed the Jewish war with three legions. Histor. 
B. i. chap, x.] 

The next year, which was employed in a civil war [at 
home], so far as the Jews were concerned, passed over in 
peace. When Italy was pacified, the care of foreign parts 
was revived. The Jews were the only people that stood out, 
which increased the rage [of the Romans]. It was also 
thought most proper that Titus should stay with the army, 
to prevent any accident or misfortune which the new govern- 
ment might be liable to. 

[Vespasian had put an end to the Jewish war ; the nege 
of Jerusalem was tne only enterprise remaining, which was 
a work hard and difficult, but rather from the nature of the 
mountain, and the obstinacy of the Jewish superstition, than 
because the besieged had strength enough to undergo the dis- 
tresses [of a siege]. We have already informed [tne reader] 
that Vespasian had with him three legions, well exercised in 
war. Histor. B. ii. chap, v.] 

When Vespasian was a very young man, it was promised 
him that he should arrive at the highest pitch of fame ; but 

* Here teems to be a great mistake alMUt the Jewish affiyn in Tacitus. See 
Of the War, B. ii. chap. zii. sect. 8. 

*f> Josephus sayR notliing of the death of Cestius. So Tacitus seems to hai'e 
known nothing in |iarticuiar about it. 
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what did first of all seem to confirm the omen, was his tri- 
umphs, and consulship, ^nd the glory of his victories over 
the Jews. When he had once obtained these, he believed 
it was portended that he should come to the empire.* 

There is between Judea and Syria a mountain and a god, 
both called by the same name of Carmety though our prede- 
cessors liave mformed us that this god had no image, and no 
temple, and indeed no more than an altar and solemn worship. 
Vespasian was once offering a sacrifice there, at a time when 
he had some secret thought in his mind : the priest, whose 
name was BasUideSy when he over and over looked at the en- 
trails, said, Vespasian, whatever thou art about, whether the 
building of thy house, or enlargement of thy lands, or aug- 
mentation of thy slaves, thou art granted a mighty seat, very 
large bounds, and a huge number of men. These doubtful 
answers were soon spread abroad by fame, and at this time 
were explained : nor was any thing so much in public vogue, 
and very many discourses of that nature were made before 
him, and the more because they foretold what he expected. 

Mucianus and Vcspasianus went away, having fully agreed 
on their designs ; the former to Antioch, the latter to Caesa* 
rea. Antioch is the capital of Syria, and Caesarea the capital 
of Judeo. The commencement of Vespasian^s advancement 
to the empire was at Alexandria, where Tiberius Alexander 
made such haste that he obliged the legions to take the oath 
of fidelity to him on the kalends of July, which was ever after 
celebrated as the day of his inauguration, although f the 
army in Judea had taken that oatli on the fifth of the nones 
of July, with that eagerness that they would not stay for his 
son Titus, who was then on the road, returning out of Syria, 
chap. Ixxix. Vespasian delivered over the strongest part of 
his forces to Titus, to enable him to finish what remained of 
the Jewish war. Hist. B. iv. chap. li. 

During those months in which Vespasian continued at 
Alexandria waiting for the usual set time of the summer 
gales of wind, and stayed for settled fair weather at sea, 
many miraculous events happened, by which the good will 
of heaven, and a kind of inclination of the Deity in bis fa^ 
vour, was declared. 

* Josephus takes notice in general of these manj omens of VetpaiiaiiV adyaBce- 
mcnt to the empire, and distinctly addi his own remarkable prediction of it also. 
Of the War, B* iii. chap. viii. sect. 3^. 

'f This aJUhovgk seems to imply tbat Vespanan was proclaim^ emperor in 
Judea before he was proclaimed at Aleiandria, as the whole history of Josephus 
implies, and the place where now Vespasian was, which was no other than Ju- 
dea, requires also ; though the inauguration day might be celebrated afUrward 
from hu first proclamation at the great dty Alexandria, only then the nooes or 
ides in Tacitus and Suetonius must be of June, and not of July. 



A certain man of the vulgar sort of Alexandria, well known 
from the decay of his eyes, Kneeled down by him, and groan- 
ed, and begged of him the cure of his blindness, as by thie 
admonition of Serapis, that god which this superstitious na- 
tion worships above others. He also desired that the em- 
Eeror would be pleased to put some of his spittle upon the 
alls of his eyes. Anotlier mfirm man there, who was lame 
of his hand, prayed Caesar, as by the same god^s suggestion, 
to tread upon him with his foot. Vespaaan at first began 
to laugh at them, and to reject them ; and when they were 
instant with him, he sometimes feared he should have the re- 
putation of a vain person, and sometimes, upon the solicita- 
tion of the infirm, he flattered himself, and others flattered 
him, with the hopes of succeeding. At last he ordered the 
physicians to ^ve their opinion whether this sort of blind- 
ness and lameness were curable by the art of men or not P 
The phyncians answered uncertainly, that the one bad not 
the visual faculty utterly destroyed, and that it might be re- 
stored, if the obstacles were removed ; that the other^s limbs 
were disordered, but if a healing virtue were made use of, 
they were capable of being made whole. Perhaps, said they, 
the gods are willing to assist, and that the emperor is chosen 
by divine interposition. However, they said at last, that if 
the cures succeeded, Caesar would have the glory; if not, the 
poor miserable objects would only be laughed at. Where- 
upon Vespasian imagined that his good fortune woujd be 
universal, and that nothing on that account could be incre- 
dible ; so he looked cheerfully, and in the eight of the mul- 
titude, who stood in great expectation, he did what they de- 
nred him ; upon which the lame hand was recovered, and the 
blind man saw immediately. Both these cures* are related 
to this day by tliose that were present, and when speaking 
falsely will get no reward. 

* The miraculous eurw done by Ympuhn Me afctoBted to boib by Soetooiut 
in Vespasian, secu 7) toad by Dio, p* 217f and teem to me well attested. Our 
Saviour seems to have overruled the heathen orade of Serapis, to piocarfe the 
divine approbation to Veipasian^s a d f in eament lo the empire af Ilome, as he 
suggested Uie like approbation to. the advancement both of Vespasian and Titus lo 
JoMphus; which two were to be his chosen instruments in bringing on that terrible 
destruction upon the Jewish nation, whidi he had threatened to ezepite by these 
lloman armies. Nor could any othei Roman generals than Vespasian and Titus, 
at that dme, in human prohabiUty, hare pitvaUed over the Jatra, and dettroyed 
Jerusalem, as this whole history in Josephus implies. Josephus also every* 
where supposes Vespasian and Titua raised up to command against Judea «nd 
Jerusalem, and to govern the Roman empire by divine Providenoe, Ad net in 
ordinary way ; as dso, he always sttppoiai thia dflsCnictioQ a divine judgvient on 
the Jews fbr their sins. 
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Book V. Chap. I. 



At the beginning of the same year, Titus Csesar, who was 
pitched upon by his father to finish the conquest of Judea, 
and while both he and his father were private persons, was 
celebrated for his martial conduct, acted now with ^Qater 
vigour and hopes of reputation, the kind inclinations both of 
the provinces and of the armies striving one with another who 
should most encourage him. He was also himself in a dis- 
position to shew that he was more than equal to his fortune ; 
and when he appeared in arms, he did all things after such a 
ready and graceful way, treating all after such an affable 
manner, and with such kind words, as invited the good will 
and good wishes of all. He appeared also in his actions 
and in his place in the troops ; ne mixed with the common 
soldiers, yet without any stain to his honour as a general.* 
He was received in Judea by three legions, the fifth, and the 
tenth, and the fifteenth, who were Vespasian^s old soldiers. 
Syria also afforded him the twelfth, and Alexandria soldiers 
out of the twenty-second and twenty-third legions. Twenty-f- 
cohorts of auxiliaries accompanied, as also eight troops of 
horse. 

King Agrippa also was there, and king Sohemus, and the 
auxiliaries of kmg Antiochus, and a strong body of Arabians ; 
who, as is usual in nations that are neighbours to one another, 
went .with their accustomed hatred against the Jews, with 
many others out of the city of Rome, as every one^s hopes 
led him of getting early into the general^s favour, before 
others should prevent them. 

He entered mto the borders of the enemies^ country with 
these forces, in exact order of war : and looking carefully 
about him, and being ready for battle, he pitched his camp 
not far from Jerusalem. 

Chap. X.] When therefore he had pitched his camp, as 
we said just now, before the walls of Jerusalem, he pom- 
pously^ shewed his legions ready for an engagement. 

Chap. XI.] The Jews formed their camp under the very§ 
walls [of the city] ; and if they succeeded, they resolved to 
venture farther ; but if they were beaten back, that was their 

* This character of Tituf sgnn tacactlj with the history of Josephus upon all 
occasions. 

f These 20 cohorts and 8 troops oi borst are not directlj enumerated by Jo> 
sephns. Of the War, B. v. chap. I secC 6. 

X This word in Tacitus, pomfuafy itemed his legions, looks as if that pom- 
pous shew, which was some months afterward in Josephus» ran in his miod. Of 
the War, B. v. chap. ix. sect 1. 

§ These first bickerings and battle near the walls of Jerusalem are at large in 
Josephus. Of the War, B. v. chap. iL 
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place of refuge. When a body of cavalry ♦ were sent against 
them, and with them cohorts, that were expedite and nim- 
ble, the fight was doubtful ; but soon afterwards the enemies 
gave ground, and on the following days there were frequent 
skirmishes before the gates, till after many losses they were 
driven into the city. The Romans then betook themselves 
to the siege, for it did not seem honourable to stay till the 
enemies were reduced by famine.-f* The soldiers were very 
eager to expose themselves to dangers, part of them out of 
true valour, and many out of a brutish fierceness, and out of 
a desire of reward. 

Titus had Rome, and the riches and pleasures of it before 
his eyes, all which seemed to be too long delayed, unless 
Jerusalem could be soon destroyed. 

The city I stood on a high elevation, and it had great 
works and ramparts to secure it, such indeed as were suffi- 
cient for its fortification had it been on plain ground ; for 
there were two hills of a vast height whicn were enclosed by 
walls made crooked by art, or [naturally] bending inwards, 
that they might flank the besiegers, and cast darts on them 
sideways. The extreme parts of the rock were craggy, and 
the towers, when they had the advantage of the ground, were 
60 feet high ; when they were built on the plain ground they 
were not built lower than 120 feet : they were of uncommon 
beauty, and to those who looked at them, at a great distance, 
they seemed equal. Other walls there were beneath the royal 
palace, besides the tower of Antonia, with its top particularly 
conspicuous. It was called so by Herod in honour of Mar- 
cus Antonius. 

Chap. XII.J The temple was like a citadel, having walls 
of its own, which had more labour and pains bestowed on 
them than the rest. The cloisters wherewith the temple was 
enclosed were an excellent fortification. 

They had a fountain of water that ran perpetually, and the 
mountains were hollowed under ground ; they had moreover 
pools § and cisterns for the preservation of tne rain water. 

They that built this city foresaw, that from the difierence 
of their conduct of life from their neighbours they should 

* Josephus distinctly mentions these horsemen or cavalry, 600 in number, 
among whom Titus had like to have becD dain or taken prisoner. Of the War, 
B. V. chap. ii. sect. 1, 2, 3. 

•f- Such a ddiberation and resoltttkiii, with this very reason, that it would be 
dishonourable to stay till the Jews were starved out by famine, is in Josephus, 
Of the War, fi. v. chap. ziL sect 1. 

^r.This description of the city Jemsalem, its two hiOi, its three walls, and fbur 
towers, Ac are in this place at large in Josephus, Antiq. B. v. chap. iv. See 
also Pompey's Siege, B. ziv. diap. Iv. sset. 8. 

§ Of these pools, see Josephus, B. v. diap. xi. sect. 4. The dstems are not 
mentioned by him here, tbough they be mentioQed by travellers. See RelflDd*s 
Palestine, tom. i. p. 304. 
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have frequent wars ; thebce it came to pass that they imd 
provision for a long siege. After Poinpey''s conquest also, 
their fear and experience liad taught them generally what 
they sliould want* 

Moreover, the covetous temper that prevailed under Clau- 
dius gave tJie Jews an opportunity of purchasing for money -f 
leave to fortify Jerusalem ; so they built walls in time of 
peaocy as if they were going to war, they being augmented 
m number by those rude multitudes of people that retired 
thither on the ruin of the other cities ; for every obstinate 
fellow ran away thither, and there became more seditious 
than before. 

There were three captions, and as many armies. Simon 
had the remotest, and the largest parts of the walls under 
him. John, wIk> was also cdiled Bar Gioras [tlie son of 
Gioras], had the middle parts of the city under him : and 
Eleazar had fortified the temple itsel£ John and Simon 
were superior in multitude and strength of arms ; £leazar 
wajs superior by his situation : but haiUeSy factions, and burn* 
ings, were common to them all ; and a great quantity of com 
was consumed by fire. After a whila John sent some, who, 
under the pretence of offering sacrifice, might slay Eleazar, 
and his body of troops ; whidli they did, ami got the temple 
under their power. So the oity now was parted into two 
factions, until, upon the coining of the Romans, this war 
abroad produced peace between these that were at home. 

Chap. XIII.] Such j prodigies had happened as this na- 
tion, which is superstitious enough in its own way, would not 
agree to extirpate by the ceremonies of the Roman religion, 
nor would they atone the gods by sacrifices and vows, as they 
used to do on the like occasions. Armies were seen to fight 
in the sky, and their armour looked of a bright light colour, 
and the temple shone with sudden flashes of fire out of the 
clouds. The doors of the temple were opened on a sudden, 
and a voice greater than human was heard, that the gods were 
retiring, and at the same time was there a great motion per- 
ceived, as if they were going out of it, which some esteemed 

* This is Tadtus^s or the JEUymans* own hypothesis, unsupported by Jose- 
{ihus. 

<f- This sale of ktTe for the Jeva to bofld the vaUs of JexusBlem £ok money m 
also Tadtus's or the Romans* own hypothesis, unsupported by Josephiia. Nor 
is Josephos^s character of Claudius near to bad, as to other dungs alee, m it is 
in Tacitus and Suetonius. Dio says* he was far firocn ooTetousnen in poniailar. 
The others seem to have misrepresented his meek and quiet temper, and learning, 
imt without ambition, and his great kindaaas to the Jews, as the most ooitemp- 
tible folly. See Antiq. B. xix. chap. iv. aact. 4. He was indeed mueh ndad at 
first by a very bad minister, Falhu ; and at last was ruled and poiaoned by |t 
very bad wife, Agrippina. 

X These prodigies and more are at laige in Joseplius, Of the W«r, B. vi. 
chnp. v. sect. 3« 
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to be causes of terror. The greater part had a firm belief 
that it was contained in the old sacerdotal books, that at this 
very time the east would prevail, and that some that came out 
of Judea should obtain the emjure of the world, which ob- 
scure oracle foretold Vespasian and Titus; but the generality 
of the common people, as usual, indulged their own inclina- 
tions, and when they had once interpreted all to forebode 
grandeur to themselves, adversity itself could not persuade 
them to change their minds, though it were from falsehood 
to truth.* 

We have been informed that the number of the besieged, 
of every age, and of both sexes, male and female, was six 
liundred thousand.*)- There were weapons for all that could 
carry them, and more than could be expected, for their num- 
ber were bold enough to do so. The men and the women 
•were equally obstinate ; and when they supposed they were 
to be carried captive, they were more afraid of life than of 
death. 

Against this city and nation Titus Csesar resolved to fight, 
by ramparts and ditches, since the situation of the place did 
not admit of taking it by storm or surprise. He parted the 
duty amon^ the legions ; and there were no farther engage- 
ments, until whatever had been invented for the taking of 
cities by the ancients, or by the ingenuity of the modems 
was got ready. 

ANNAL. Book XV. 

Nero, in order to stifle the rumour [as if he had himself 
set Rome on fire] ascribed it to those people who were hated 
for their wicked practices, and called by the vulgar Chris- 
tians : these he punished exquisitely. -The author of thi? 
name was Christy who in the ragn of Tiberias was brought 
to punishment by Pontius Pilate the procurator. I For the 

E resent this pernicious superstition was in part suppressed, 
ut it brake out again, not only over Judea, whence this 
mischief first sprang, but in the city of Rome also, whither 
do run from every quarter, and make a noise, all the flagrant 
and shameful enormities. At first therefore those were seized 
who confessed, afterward a vast multitude were detected by 
them, and were convicted, not so much as really guilty of 

* This interpretBtion and reflectioiM an in Josephus, Of the War, B. fL 
chap.. ▼. sect. 4. . . 

-f The Domber 600,000 for the besieged is no where in Josepbus, but is 
there for the poor buried at the public charge, Antiq. B. v. chap. xiii. sect. 7« 
which might be about the number of die beskged, under Cestios GaUus, thou^ 
they were many more afterwards at Titus's siege, as Josephus implies, Of the 
War, B. Ti. chap. ix. sect 3. 

X Thii passage seems to have been directly taken fVom Josephus *s famous ces- 
timony concerning Christ, and the Christiaiis, Antiq. B. xviii. chap. iiL sect 3, 
•f whieh Dissert 1, before. 
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setting the city on fire, but at bating all mankind ; nay, they 
made a mock of them as they perished, and destroyed them 
by putting them into the skms of wild beasts, and setting 
dogs upon them to tear them to pieces : some were nailed to 
etx>sseS) and others flamed to death ; they were also used ia 
the mght-time instead of tnrdies for illumination. Nero had 
ofi'ered his own gardens for this spectacle. He also gave 
them Circensian ^mes, and dressed himself like a driver of 
a chariot, sometimes appearing among tlie common people^ 
sometimes in the circle itself; whence a commiseration arose, 
though the punishments were levelled at guilty persons, and 
such as deserved to be made the most flagrant examples, as 
tf these people were destroyed, not for die public advantage^ 
but to satisry the barbarous humour of one man. 

N. B. Since I have set down all the vile calumnies of T*- 
eitos ttpon the Christians as weU as the Jews, it will be pro- 
per, before I come to my observations, to set down two nev- 
then records in their favour, and those hardly inferior in omA- 
Q^ify and of much greater auffiority than Tacitus; I mean 
Fliny^s epistles to Trajan when he was proconsul of fiithynia, 
with Trajan^s answer or reoeipt to Pliny, rited by TertuUian^ 
Eusebius, and Jerom. These are records of so great csteetm 
with Havercamp, the last editor of Josephus, that he. thinks 
they not only deserve to be read^ but almost to be lemmed 
hy heart also. 

Fliny^s Epistle to Trajan.— utfiot^ A. D. 112. 

Sis, It is my constant mediod to apply myself to you for 
the resolution of all my doubts, for who can better govern 
my dilatory way of proceeding, or instruct my ijgnorance ? I 
have never been present at the examination of the Christians 
[by others], on which account I am unacquainted with what 
uses to be inquired into, and what, and how for they used to 
be punished : Nor are my dimbts small, whether there be not 
a distinction to be madelMtween the ages [of the accused], 
and whether tender youth ought to have the same punialimMt 
with strong men ? whether there be not room for pardon 
upon repentance ? *^or whether it may hot be an advant ag e 
to one that had been a Christian, that he has forsaken Chris- 
tianity ? whether the bare name,f without any crime bemdes, 
or the crimes adhering to that name, be to be punidied ? Im 

* Till sow it seems reptnteooe wm sot eommonly allowed dieee dMt lad 
been onoe Cbristiaiis» but though tbtr recaoted and retuaed to idolatir, J^ 
were they oommonly put to deat£ Thtt was persecutioo in pedbetiMi ! 

f This was the just and heavy eomplaint of the ancient Christiana, that «hey 
flonoionly suffered for that bare nmrnt^ widiout the |>ietence of any crimes t^f 
eould prove against them. This was idso persecutiou in perfectiiMi I 
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the mean time, I have tidcen tUs cotirse about those who have 
been brouglit before me as Chriitians. I a^ed them, whe*. 
ther they were Christians, or not ? If they confessed that they 
were Chriirtians, I asked them again^ and a third time^ inters 
mixing threatenings with the questions : if they persevered in 
their confesmon, I ordered them to be executed;* for I did 
HOC doubt but, let their confession be of an v sort whatsoever^ 
this positiveness and infleuble obstinacy deserved to be pu- 
nished. There have been some of this mad sect whom I took 
notice of in particular as Roman citizens, that they mieht be 
sent to that city«t After some time, as is usual in su<£ exa- 
minations, the crime spread itself, acid many more cases came 
before me. A lifiel was sent me, though without an authcfa 
containing many names [of persons accused]. These denied 
that they were Christians now, or ever had been. They 
called upon the gods, and suf^licated to your ima^,t whim 
I caused to be brought to me for that purpose, with urankin- 
cense and wine : they also cursed Christ : § none of which 
things, as it is said, can any of those that are really Chri^. 
tians be compelled to do : so I diought fit to let tkem go. 
Others of them that were named in the libel said they were 
Christians, but presently denied it again, that indeed they had 
been Christians, but had ceased to be so, some three years, 
some many more ; and one there was that said, he had not 
been so these twenty years. All these worshiped your image, 
and the images of our gods : these also cursed Christ How- 
ever, they assured me, that the main of their fault, or ot their 
mistake, was this, that they were wont, on a stated day, to 
meet tocher before it was li^t, and to sing a hymn to 
Christ, as to a god, alternately ; and to oUige themselves by 
a sacrament [or oath] not to do any thing that was ill, but 
that they would commit no theft, or pilfering^ or adultery ; 
that they would not break their promises, or deny what was 
deposited with them when it was required back i^ain : after 
which it was their custom to depart, and to meet again at a 
common but innocent meal, || which they had left off upon 

* AmBziiig doctriie I that a firm and fixed itsoIiidMi of keeping a good cod* 
idenee should be thouglit wtthoat diapsto to deserre^Uatb, aiid this by luch 
ooroparati?ely excellent heathens as Pliny and Txajan. 

f This wafl the case of St. Paul, who being a dtiaen of Rome was allowed to 
•ppeid unt» CosMr, and was $(aU fo Ram€ aamdingly. Acts xxiL 26-29, xxr» 
26, uvt. 33, xxrii. 

t Amasing stupidity ! that the einperor*s fanage, eren while he was altre, 
diould be allowed capable of divine worship, eten by such oomparmtivdy exoeU 
lent heathens as Pliay and Tngan. 

§ Take here a parallel account o«t of the martyrdom of Polycarp, sect 9. 
The proconsul said, «• Seproach Christ.** Polycarp replied* ^ E^ty and 
six years have I now ser? ed Christ, and he baa never done me die least wrong ; 
bow then can I blaspheme my king and my Savfoiur ?** 

II This must nMst probably be Uit fitut efekmrity. 

E e2 
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that edict which I published at your command, and wherein 
I had forbidden any such conventicles. These examinations 
made me think it necessary to inquire by torments, what the 
truth was, which I did of two servant maids, which were 
called deaconesses; but still I discovered no more than that 
they were addicted to a bad, and to an extravagant supersti- 
tion. Hereupon I have put off any farther examinations and 
have recourse to you, for tlie aifair seems to be well worth 
consultation, especially on account of the number * of those 
that are in danger ; for there are many of every age, of every 
rank, and of both sexes, which are now and hereafter likely 
to be called to account, and to be in danger ; for this super- 
stition is spread like a contagion, not only into cities and 
towns, but into country villages also, which yet there is rea- 
son to hope may be stopped and corrected. To be sure the 
temples, which were almost forsaken, begin already to be 
frequented ; and the holy solemnities, which were long inter- 
mitted, begin to be revived. The sacrifices begin to sell well 
every where, of which very few purchasers had of late ap- 
peared ; whereby it is easy to suppose how great a multitude 
of men may be amended, if place for repentance be admitted. 

Tuajan's Epistle to Pliny. 

My Pi.iNY, You have taken the method whidi you ought 
in examining the causes of those that had been accused as 
Christians, for indeed no certain and general form of judg- 
ing can be ordained in this case. These people are not to be 
sought for ; but if they be accused and convicted, they are 
to be punished ; but with this caution, that he who denies 
himself to be a Christian, and makes it pliun that he is not 
so by supplicating to our gods, although ne had been so for- 
merly, may be allowed pardon, upon his repentance. As 
for libels sent without an author, they ought to have no place 
in any accusation whatsoever ; for that would be a thing of 
very ill example, and not agreeable to my reign. 

OBSERVATIONS upon the Passages taken out 

of Tacitus. 

I. We see here what great regard the best of the Roman 
historians of that age, Tacitiis, liad to the history of Jose- 
phus, while, though he never names him, as he very rarely 
names any of those Roman authors whence he derives other 
parts of his history, yet does it appear that he refers to his 

* Some of late are very loath to believe that the Christiatis were nQmerooi in 
the second century, but this is such an evidence that they were verjr numeroas 
at least in fiithynia, even in the b^sinniag of that century, m is wholly unde- 
niable. ^ 
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teven books of the Jewish Wars several times in a very few 
pages, and almost always depends on his accounts of the af- 
fairs of the Romans and Farthians, as well as of the Jews, 
during no fewer than 240 years, to which those books ex- 
tend. 

II. Yet does it appear, that when he now and then fol- 
lowed other historians or reports concerning the Romans, 
the Parthians, or the Jews, during that long interval, he^ 
was commonly mistaken in them, and had better have kept 
close to Josephus than hearken to any of his other authors 
or informers. 

III. It also appears highly probable that Tacitus had seen 
the Antiquities of Josephus, and knew that the most part of 
the accounts he produced of the origin of the Jewish nation 
entirely contradicted those Antiquities. He also could hard- 
ly avoid seeing that those accounts contradicted one another 
also, and were childish, absurd, and supported by no good 
evidence whatsoever : as also he could hardly avoid seeing 
that Josephus^s accounts in those Antiquities were authentic, 
substantial, and thoroughly attested toby the ancient records 
of that nation, and of the neighbouring nations also ; which 
indeed no one can now avoid seeing that carefully peruses 
and considers them. 

IV. Tacitus therefore, in concealing the greatest part of 
the true ancient history of the Jewish nation, which lay be« 
fore him in Josephus, and producing such fabulous, ill 
grounded, and partial histories, which ne had from the hea- 
thens, acted a most unfair part : and this procedure of his is 
here the more gross, in regard he professed such great im- 
partiality, Hist. B. I. chap. i. and is allowed to have ob- 
served that impartiality in the Roman affairs also. 

V. Tacitus^s hatred and contempt of Grod^s peculiar peo- 
ple, the Jews, and his attachment to the grossest idolatry, 
superstition, and astral fatality of the Romans, were there- 
fore so strong in him as to overbear all- restraints of sober 
reason and equity in the case of those Jews, though he be 
allowed so exactly to have followed them on other occasions 
relating to the Romans. 

VI. Since therefore Tacitus was so bitter against the Jews, 
and since he knew that Christ was a Jew himself, and that 
his apostles and first followers were Jews, and also knew that 
the Christian reli^on was derived into the Roman provinces, 
from Judea ; it is no wonder that his hatred and contempt 
of the Jews extended itself to the Christians also, whom the 
Romans usually confounded with the Jews; as therefore his 
hard words of the Jews appear to have been generally ground- 
less, and hurt his own reputation, instead of theirs: so ought 
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we to esteem his aWke htfd words of the Cbrisdans to b< 
blots upon his owti character, and not upon theirs. 

VII. Since therefore Tacitus^ soon after the publicatkHi of 
Josep^us^s Antiqultk^ and in oonlrftdlction to them, was de- 
temiined to produce such idle stories about the Jews, and 
sinee one of those idle Morie^ is much die mMng with that 
published in Josepbiis against Apion^ frotn Manetho and 
Lystmachus, and no where ehe met with so fully in all anti^ 
quity, it is most probable that those Antiquities of Josephus 
Were the very occa^on of Tacitus giving us these stories^ at 
we know from Josephus himself, contr. Apion, B. i. sect. If 
that the same Antiquities w;ere the very occasion of Apion^s 
publication of his equally scandalous stories about them, and 
t^hich Josephus so thorouriily confuted in his two books 
written against them. Atid n Tacitus, as I suppose, had ako 
i^ead these two books, his procedure in publishii^ such sto* 
ries after he had seen so thorough a confutation of them, 
%ras still more highly criminal. Nor will Tacitus^s fault be 
much less, though we suppose he neither saw the Antiquities^ 
nor the books against Apion, because it was not so very easy 
for him, then at Rome, to have had more authentic accxiunta 
of the origin of the Jewi^ nation, and of the nature of the 
Jewish and Christian religion, from the Jews and Christiana 
themselves, which he owns were very numerous there in his 
days ; so that his publication of sucn idle stories is still ui* 
terly inexcusable, 

VI I L It is therefore very plain, after all, that notwitb^ 
/standing these encomiums of several of our learned critics 
upon Tacitus, and hard suspicions upon Josephus, that 
aU the (involuntary) mistakes of Josepnus, in all his large 
works put together, their quality as well as quamAhf^ con- 
eidered, do not amount to near so great a sum, as oo these 
gross errors and misrepresentations of Tacitus^s about the 
Jews amount to in a few pages, so little reason have some 
of our later and lesser critics to prefer the Greek and Roman 
profane historiatis and writers to the Jewish, and particularly 
to Josephus, Such later and lesser critics snould have 
learned more judgment and modesty from their meX father 
Joseph Scaliger, when^ as we have i^een, after aU his deeper 
Inquiries, he solemnly pronounces, De Emend. Temp. Pro* 
legem, p. 17, that *^ Josephus was the most diligent teadi 
the greatest lover of truth of all writers ;^ and is not afraid to 
affirm, that *^ it is more safe to believe him, not only as to 
the affairs of the Jews, but also as to those that are foreigQ 
lo them, than all the Oreek and Latin writers, and this te- 
pause his fidelity and compaM^ of learning ate eyery wbeit 
ponspicMpujK^'' 



TABLE of the Jewish Wbiohts and Mkasuubs, particu- 
larhf qfiltose mentioned in Josephus's Wokes. 

Of the Jewish Meaenrts qfhuvoru^ 



Cubit, the standard 
Zereth or large span . 
Small span .... 
Palm or band^s breadth 
Xwh or thumb^s breadth 
Digit or finger'^B breadth 
Orgyia or fathom . . 
EzekiePs Canneh or reed 
Arabian Cannah or pole 
Schaenus^s line, or chain 
Sabbath day^s journey 
Jewish mile .... 
Stadium or fiirlong 
Parasang .... 



Bath or Epha .... 
Chorus or Chomer . . . 
Seah or Saton .... 
Ditto according to Josephus 

Ditto according to Josephus 
Omer or Assaron . • • 

Cab 

Log ....... 

Metretes or Syrian firkin . 



Of the Jewish Weights and Coins. 

£ 9. d. 
Stater, Sidus, or shekel of the sanctuary, 

standard 026 

Tyrian coin equal to the shekel ..... 026 

Bekah, half the shekel 2 8 

Drachma Attica, one-fourtli 74 

Drachma or Alexandrina, or Darchmon, or 

Adarchmon, one-half 18 



lodMCi 


F«M.IadiM. 


21 . 


1 


9 


lOi . 





lOi 


7 . 





7 


8*. 





3* 


1,16 





1,16 


,875 





,875 


84 . 


. 7 





1«6 . 


. 10 


6 


168 . 


. 14 





1680 . 


. 140 





4S000 . 


3500 





84000 . 


7000 





8400 . 


700 





2M000 . SIOOO 





tres g^CAPACiTY. 




Cab.Iii«h. 


PiaM 


mVmni*. 


807,874 




Snj86 


8078,74 


! 878,8 


869,091 




9,266 


888,28 




28,3 


134,54 




4,4638 


414,18 




14,3 


80,782 . 




2,78 


44,859 . 




1,544. 


11,21 




,39 


807 




7,125 



424 JEWISH WEIGHTS, COINS, AND MONTHS. 

Grerah, or Obolus, one-twentieth 

Maneh, or Mna — 100 shekels in weight — 

21,900 grains Troy 

Maneh, Mna, or Mina, as a coin — 60 shekels 7 10 

Talent of silver— 3000 shekels ..... 875 

Drachma of gold not more than 1 

Shekel of gold not more than ...... 4 

Daric of gold ... 1 

Talent of gold not more than 648 









1 

4 
4 




Table of the Jewish Months in Josephus and others^ with the 
names of the Syromacedonian names Josephus gives ihem^ 
and of the Julian or Roman months corresponding to them. 



Hebrew Namei. 

(l.)Nisan 
(2.)Jyar 
(3.) Sivan 
(4.)Tamuz 
(5.) Ah 
(6.)Elul 
(7.) Tisri 



Syro ini o t idoDlan NmMi> 

Xanthicus 

Artemisius 

Daesius 

Panemus 

Lous 

GorpisBus 

H^perberetaeus 



(8.)Marhesyan Dius 
(9.) Casleu Apellaeus 

(10.) Tebeth Audinseus 
(ll.)Shebat Peritius 

(l£.)Adar Dystrus 

( )Ve Adar, or 
the second Adar, intercalated. 



Roman Names. 

March and April 
April and May 
May and June 
June and July 
July and August 
August and September 
September and October 
October and November 
November and December 
December and January 
January and February 
February and March 



INDEX. 



Thejirst number is that of the respective Vdume, the second rrfers 

to the Page* 



AARON, i. 97. Is made high« 
priest, iiL 184.. His sons, i. 
138. His death, i. 171. 

Abassar, or Sanabassar, ii. 102. 

Abbarus, judge of the Tyrians, 
iv. 299. 

Abdastartus, king of the Ty- 
rians, iv. 295. 

Abdemon, a Tjrrian, i. 41 1, iv. 
295. 

Abdenago, or Abednego, iL 73. 

Abdon succeeds Elon as judge, 
i. 248. 

Abel, L 11. His sacrifice, t6. 

Abenerig, kingof Charax Spa* 
sini, iii. 158. 

Abia^ or Abijah, the soii of Re- 
hoboam,i. 428. Succeeds his 
Neither, 43 0. Conquers the ten 
tribes, 434. 

, king of the Arabians, iiL 

164. 

Abiather,the sonof Abimelech, 
i305. Saves his life, and flies 
to David, 306. Is high- 
priest, 320, 342, S56, 370, 
380. Is deprived of the high- 
priesthood, 388. 

Abibalus, king of the Tyrians, 
iv. 295. 

Abigail, i. 311. Married to 
David, 313. 

',Amasa's mother, i. 36l. 

Abihu, the son of Aaron, i. 138. 

Abilamaradochus, or Evil Me* 
rodach, ii. 79. 

Abimael, i. 25. 

Abimelech tyrannizes over the 
Shechemites, i. 244. Is ex- 
pelled, 245. He destroys 



them all, 246. Is killed by 
a piece of a mill-stone, %b, 

Abinadab, i. 265, 392, andii. 9gi. 

Abiram, i. l62. 

Abishag, a virgin, DaVid's 
nurse, i. 379. 

Abishid, i. 313. 

Abner, son of Ner, i. 325. 
Saul's kinsman, 2 72 . Gene- 
ral of his army, 325. Re- 
conciles the Israelites to Da- 
. vid, 328. Is killed, 329. 

Abram, or Abraham, the son of 
Terah, i. 25. Leaves Chal- 
dea and goes to Canaan, 26. 
Lives at Damascus, 27. Ad- 
vises his sons to plant co- 
lonies, 40. Instructs the 
Egyptians in the mathema- 
tical sciences, 28. Divides 
the country between himself 
and Lot, ib, God promises 
him a son, 30. He beats the 
Assyrians, 29. Dies, 43. 

Absalom, i. 335. Flies to Ge- 
shur, S5S, Is recalled by 
a stratagem of Joab's, 354. 
Rebels against David, S55. 
Pursues after him, S56. His 
army is put to flight, 362. 
Hangs on a tree by his hair, 
ib. Is stabbed by Joab, and 
- dies, ib. 

Acencheres, king of Egypt, iv. 
292.. 

Acenchres, queen of £g3rpt, ib. 

Achar, or Achan, is guilty oit 
thetl, i. 215. Is punished, 
216. 

Achitophel, or Ahitophel, Absa- 
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IMDXX. 



lom's favourite^ i. 356. Gives 
evil counsel, 358. Hangs 
himself, d60. 

Acme, iii. 20. Her letters to 
Antipater and Herod, t6. 
Her death, 27. 

Acmon, son of Araph, or Ishbi, 
the son of Ob, of the race of 
the giants, attacks David, i. 
371. Is killed by Abishai, tft. 

Acratheas or Hatach, ii. 118. 

Actium,batt1eat, in the seventh 
year of Herod's reign,iL $96, 
545. 

Ada, the wife of Lamech» L 12» 

Adad, a king of Damaicaa, L 
340, et seq. 

Adam created, i. 8. His fall, 10^ 

Ader, or Hadad, an Idumean, 
L420. 

Adonias, or Adonijah, pretends 
to the crown, i. 379* Takes 
sanctuary at Uie altar, 381. 
Demands Abishag to wife, 
387. Is refused, 388. 

Adoniabezek, king of Jerusa- 
lem, L 828. Is made pri- 
soner, and has his hands and 
feet cut off, and dies at Jeru« 
salem, ib. 

Adoram, i. 396* 

Adrammelech, ii. 48. 

AdraBar,or Hedadezer, king of 
Sophene,or Zoba,i.340, 420. 

^butius, a decurion, iii. 206L 

JEsgyp^ named from a king, iv. 

298. 

^Sgyptian kings called Pha- 
raohs for 1300 years till the 
reign of Solomon, L 413. 

.Egyptians famous before all 
other nations for wisdom, 
39S^ Learned mathematics 
of Abraham, 28. Their sa- 
cred scribes or priests, 86. 
They held it unlawful to 
feed cattle. 83. 

.Egyptian false prophet, put to 
flight by Felix, iii. 177> 395. 

^lius Gallus, ii. 365. 

jfimilius R^olaa, m. 109. 



TEneas, sumamed Aretas, sue* 
ceeds Obodas in Arabia, ii. 
416. 

^sopus, a servant, ii. 326. 

Ethiopian commodities were 
slaves and monkeys, i. 417- 

Ethiopians bordering on the 
Arabians, ii. 17* 

Agag, king of the Amalekites, 
i. 285. Is killed, 288. 

Agar, or Hagar, and Ishmael 
are sent away by Abraham, 
1.36. 

AXX»^¥^Mi, or foreiblepressure 
taken off the Jews by Dene- 
triufl^ ii. 197> €t Mq. 

Ageus, or Haggai, the prophet, 
iLlOl. He prophesies at the 
rebuilding of the temple, I OS. 

Agones, or games evwy fifth 
year, in honour of Caesar, in* 
atitnted by Herod, ii. 356, iiL 
315. At the finishing Cm» 
sarea, ii. 396. 

Agrippa, (Marcos the Roman's) 
bounty towards the Jews, 
ii. 151. I9 splendidly en- 
tertained by Herod, 380. 
Makes equal returns to him 
at Synope, 381. His expe- 
dition to the Bosphorus, ib. 
His speech to the Jews at 
Jerusidem, iii. 407» el uq. 
He confirms their privileges, 
ii. 386. His letter to the 
Ephesians in favour of the 
Jews, 400. And to those of 
Cyrene, Hk 

Agrippa the Great, or Elder^ 
Herod's grandson, iii. 5, 72. 
His various adventuivs, 70> 
et seq. Is manacled and im- 
prisoned, 80, ei seq* His 
future liberty and happiness 
foretold, 81. Is released, and 
made lordoftwotetrarddes, 
with the title bf king, 96* 
Gives Caius a sumptuous en- 
tertainment at Rome, 9^ Is 
sent by the senate to Claa- 
dios, 136. His advice |o 



IKAEX. 



Wl 



Claixlias, t&. If «ent bock 
to hit kitigd<im^ 144. Ckil- 
diiu btstows on hitn almost 
all tho dominiotta of his 
grandfathoT) 142. HU Ou- 
k>gium> 149» Hm bountjT 
towarda dioieof YUttytUM^ ib. 
He treatsseveralkingitpleii- 
didly, 150. Entertaiiia Cm- 
aarea with Aows^andapfMani 
himadf upon the stage in a 
magnificeiit drest^ and k up* 
plaadedaaagod^ 15 !• Diea 
an unnatural death soon af- 
ter, 153. His death and 
children, 989- 

Agrippa^ his son by Cypres, iiL 
389. I^id not immediately 
succeed in hia father's king* 
dom,l54. ClaudiusgaTehim 
that of his unde Herod ^of 
Chalcia], l68, 890. Towhich 
he added the tetrarchiea of 
Philip and Lysanias, 172. 
He iM hurt by a sling stone 
at the siege of Gamala>i¥» 55. 
His letters to.Josephus> iii. 
835. His famous speech to 
the Jews, to dissuade them 
from a war with the Bomana, 
407> €t seq. 

, son of Felix and Dni« 

silla, iii. 175* 

-, Fonteitts slain, iv. 944* 



Ahab, king of Israel, i. 489. Is 
reproved by Elijah, 445. 
Fights with Benbadad, and 
beats him, 446, W seq^ Par- 
dons him, 449* Is after- 
wards killed himself by the 
Sjrrians, 454. His sons, iL 
SI. 

Ahas, king of Judah, ii. 89. 

Ahaaiah, son of Ahab, i. 455, 
ii. 5, sa 

Ahaaiah, king of Judah, ii. 19« 

Ahijah, the prophet, i. 4S 1 . His 
prophecy, ii. 56. 

Ahikam, ii. 68. 

Ahimaaa, the son of Zadok, i. 
856,363. High-priest, ii. 70. 



Ahimelecby or Achimelech, the 
priest, or high-priest, slain 
by order of iSud, i. 305. 

Almub, i. 588. 

Ai besieged, i. 3 15. Taken, 917- 

Atsel, or Uaal, i. 354 

Alans, iv. 958* 

Aibinua, procurator of Judea, 
ill. 180. 

Alcimus, or Jadmus, the wick- 
ed high-priest, ii. 188. Ca- 
lumniates Judas before De- 
metrius, 184. Dies, 187* 

Alcyon, a physician, iii 126. 

Alexander Lysimachus, the ala* 
baroh, iii. 76, 148, I67. 

■ ■'■ , the son of Aiexan* 

der by Glaphyra, iii. 338. 
^ the son of Antio- 



chus Epiphanes, ii. 194. Sir- 
named Balas, 16. tufioto. King 
of Syria, S96. His letter to 
Jonathan, ib. Engages in a 
battle with Demetrius, 198. 
Demands Ptolemy Phiiome- 
tor's daughter in marriage, 
90S. Is killed in Arabia, 
and his head sent to Ptolemy, 
906. 

andAristobulus, He- 



rod's sons, put in prison, ii. 
419> 427. Strangled by their 
father's order, iii. 338* 

-, the son of Aristo- 



bulns,ii.964,ii].974. Trou- 
bles SyritL, ii. 967* Makes 
war upon the Romans, iii. 
974. Is conquered by Ga^ 
b^us, ib. Killed by Pom- 
pe/s order, ii. 270, iii. 975. 
Janneus succeeds his 



brother Aristobulus, iii. 959* 
A sedition raised against 
him, ii. 944, ei seq. His ex- 
pedition against Ptolemais, 
943. He is called Thraci- 
das, for his barbarous cruel- 
ty, 945. Dies of a quartan 
ague, after a three years' 
skkness, 947> iii- 969. 

ii> the Great succeeds 
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his father Philip, iL 129. 
Conquers Darius, 1 30. Pur- 
sues his victories through 
Asia, ib. el seq. Sends a let« 
ter to the high-priest at Je- 
rusalem, ib. Goes himself 
to Jerusalem, 131. His 
dream, t6. He ado^res the 
name of God on the high- 
priest's forehead, 132. En- 
ters the temple, ib. Grants 
privileges to the Jews, ib. 
The Pamphylian sea gives 
way to his army, i. 108. 

Alexander, son of Phasaelus 
and Salampsio, iii. 73. 

. (Tiberius) succeeds 

Cuspius Fadus, as procura- 
tor of Judea, iii. I67, 389. 

. Is made procurator of Egypt, 
425. Is made chief com- 
mander of the Roman army 
under Vespasian, iv. 115, 
211. 

- Zebina, king of 



Syria, is conquered by An- 
tiochus Grypus, and dies, ii. 
228. 

Alexandra, Alexander, Jan- 
neus's widow, holds the ad- 
ministration aflter his death, 
i. 249. Falls sick and dies, 
252. Her eulogium, ib. 

, daughter of Hyr- 

canus, wife of Alexander, the 
son of Aristobulus, Hyrca- 
nus's brother, and mother of 
another Aristobul us and Ma- 
riamne, ii. 322. Writes a let- 
ter to Cleopatra, ib. Sends 
the pictures of her son and 
daughter to Antonius, by 
the advice of Dellius, 323. 
Is feignedly reconciled to 
Herod, 324. Is suspected 
by Herod, 325. Prepares to 
fly into Egypt, ibg Bemoans 
the death of Aristobulus, 
327- Acquaints Cleopatra 
with the snares of Herod, 
and the death of her son. 



328. Is put into prison, 
331. Her indecent behavi- 
our towards her daughter 
Mariamne, 351. Is killed 
by Herod's order, 353. 

Alexandra, daughter of Pha- 
saelus and Salampsio, iii. 72. 
Is married to Timius Cy- 

. prius, ib. 

Alexandria's 'causeway to the 
isle Pharos, seven furlongs 
long, ii. 147* A great part 
of that city assigned to the 
Jews, 269* The Jews de- 
clared its citizens on a bra- 
zen pillar, by Jidius Caesar, 

. 279* et seq. 

Alexas, Salome's husband, iii. 
2, et seq. 341. 

■ Selcias, Alexa's son, iii. 

73. 

Alisphragmuthosis, or Halis- 
phragmuthosis, king of £- 
gypt, iv. 292. 

Alliance between Ptolemy and 
. Antiochus, ii. 154. 

Altar of incense, i. 131. Of 

' burnt-offering made of un- 
hewn stone, iv. 145. 

Amadetha, or Hamadetha, ii. 
116. 

Amalekites attack the Israel- 
ites, i. 117- Are conquered 
. and plundered, 1 19, et seq. 

Aman, or Haman, the enemy 
of the Jews, ii. 11 6. His 
edict against the Jews, 117- 
Orders a gallows to be erect- 
ed for Mordecai, 121. Is 
obliged to honour Mordecai, 
122. His malicious design 
laid before the king, 123. 
His edict countermanded, 
124. He is himself hanged 
on the gallows, 127* 

Amarinus, or Omri, king of 
the Israelites, i. 438. 

Amasa, General of the army, i. 
361, 36*5. The son of Je- 
ther, 385. Killed by Joab, 
369. 
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Amaaius^ or Amaziah^ lung of 
Judah^ ii. 27> 30. Makes 
war on Jehoash^ king of Is- 
rael, 31. Is beaten, ib. And 
murdered in a conspiracy, t6. 
, or Maaseiah, king 
Ahaz's son, slain in battle, 
ii. 38. 

1 —- , gover- 
nor of the city, ii. 54. 

Amanus, i. 22. 

Ambassadors sent with pre- 
sents to Hezekiah, ii. 50. 
Ambassadors of the Jews 
slain by the Arabs, 336, 338. 
Ambassadors had a right to 
sit among the jRoman sena- 
tors In the theatre, 282, ei 
seq. 

Ambassage sent by Jonathan 
to the Romans and Lacede- 
monians, ii. 212. Sent by 
the Jews to Rome, 187* 

Ambition and avarice, causes 
of many mischiefs, i. 329> 

Ambivius (Marcus), procura- 
tor of Judea, iii. 57- 

Amenophis, king of Egypt, iv. 

292, 309, 317. 

A messes, queen of Egypt, iv. 
292. 

Ammonius, ii, 205. Killed, ib. 

Amnon, David's son, i. 335. 
Falls in love with his sister 
Tamar, 350. Is slain by 
Absalom's order, 352. 

Amorites given to the tribes 
of Reuben and Gad, and 
the half tribe of Manasseh, 
i. 185. 

Amphitheatre built at Jerusa- 
lem, and another in the ad- 
joining plain, by Herod the 
Great, ii. 356. Another at 
Jericho, iii. 29. 

Amram, Moses's father, i. 87. 

, iii. 155. 

Amraphel, i. 29. 

Aroutal, or Hamutal, ii. 57. 

Anacharis, or Rabsaris, a gene- 
ral of Sennacherib, ii. 43. 



Ananelus made high-priest, ii 
322. Deprived of it, 324. 
Restored to it, 327- 

Ananias, son of Nebedeus, made 
High-priest, iii. 166, 392, 
416. His son Ananus, 392. 
Both sent in fetters to Rome, 
171* Slain, together with 
his brother Ezekias, 419* 

— , (different from the 
former), ii. 230, Son of 
Onias, 240. 

-, the son of Masambu- 



lus, high-priest, iv. 180. 
Ananus, senior, made high- 
priest, iii. 180. His eulo- 
gium, iv. 69- 

, junior, the son of Ana- 
nus, made high-priest, iii. 
180, 215, iv. 70. His speech 
to the people, ib. et seq. Ac- 
cused of the murder of James 
the bishop, iii. 181. De- 
prived of the high-priest- 
hood, ib. His death, iv. 86, 
et seq. 

-, for Annas], son of 



Seth, made high-priest, iii. 
57* Deposed, 58. 

', son of Bamadus, one 



of Simon's life guard, iv. 
180. Flies to Titus, 209* 
•, governor of the tem- 



ple, iii. 171. 

-, son of Jomathan, iii. 



430. 
Anchus, or Achish, king of 

Gath, i. 315. 
Andreas, captain of Philadel- 

phus's life-guard, ii. 136, el 

seq. iv. 329. 
Andromachus, expelled the 

court of Herod, ii. 409. 
Andronicus, son of Messala- 

mus, ii. 200. 
Aner, or Enner, Abraham's 

confederate, i. 30. 
Angels of God become familiar 

with women, i. 14. 
Anileus, iii. 93, et seq. Killed 

by the Babylonians, IO6. 
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Aramh, or Hamuh, tbe 

Elcmah, L 259* 
Annibal put to death by Fadus 

for a mudnf , iii. 155. 
Annius (Lucius) takes Gertsa^ 

iv. lOS. 

■ ' Minudanuty iii. lOfil 

Rufiia, procurator of 



nniBx. 



Judea, iiL 58. 

Anodiy or Enodi, L 12. 

Anteitts killed^ iii 122. 

Antigonus governs Asia after 
Alexando^s death, ii. 134. 

Antigonufl, son of Aristobuhis, 
ii.264. Impeaches Hyrcanus 
and Antipater, 272, iii. 277- 
Is conquered by Herod, ii. 
294. Invades Judea by tho 
help of die Parthians, 298. 
It le-establisfaed ia the go- 
Yernmetit,802,iiL290. C^ts 
offHyrcanus'ears, andcanaes 
Ae death of Phasaelua, ib. 
Snirenders himself to Sosius, 
ii.S17^iii*304. Is sentin fet- 
ters to Marcus Antomas, ib. 
Was the first king whose 
head was cut off by the Ro- 
mans, ii. 320. Reigned be- 
lore Herod, iii. 14. 

M l , son of Hyrcanus I. 

and brother ofkingAristobu- 
lus, made commander at the 
siege of Samaria, ii. 230. Is 
bdoved by his Inrother, 233* 
Is watched by the queen and 
her fiivouritea, and by their 
calumnies slain, 234, iii. 257> 
et sea. 

Antioch is the chief city in Sy- 
ria, and the third city in the 
Roman empire, iv. 4. The 
Jews made dtlaens thereof 
by Seleucus Nicator, ii. 1 50, 
It is burnt down, iv. 240. 

Antiochians rebel against De- 
metrius, ii. 208. Their envy 
against the Jews, 1 50. 

Antiochus, king of Commage- 
na, iii. 60, and 142, 150, iv. 
172. A part of Ciiida, to- 



gether with Cemmegffni, 
granted him by Clai^us, 
iii. 145. 
Antiochus Cyaoenus, iL 229. 
Assists the Samaritans, but 
b pot to flight, 230, iii. 256. 
la taken prisoner, and put to 
death by Seleucus, ii. 242. 
Dion3Mius, fourth 
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son of Antiochus Grypus, 
king of Syria, makes an ex- 
pedition against the Jews, iL 
246, iii. 262. 

the Great, ii. 151. 



His letters in favour o£ the 
Jews, 152, el seq. Marriea his 
daughter Cleopatra to Ptole- 
my, 154. 

Epiphanes makes an 



expedition into Egjrp^ iL 
l65. Takes Jerusalem, and 
plunders tiie temple, ib. iii. 
251. Goes into Vttda, ii. 
1 72. Designs to destroy tbe 
Jews upon his return, ib. 
His answer to the Samari- 
tans, l67* His impiety, 225, 
et seq. He dies, and leavea 
the administniticQ to Philip, 
180. 

Eupator, his son, in- 



vades Judea, ii. 181, 182. 
Fights with Judas, iii. 253#. 
Mc^Les {>eace with the Jewd, 
ii. 183. Breaks it, ib. Is 
killed by Demetrius, 184. 
Grypus, son of An- 



tiodiuB Soter, ii. 229^ His 
deadi, 242. 

— ^-^ Philometor, ii. 237. 
Pius, son of Antio- 



chus Cysicenus, makes war 
with Seleucus, iL 242. Is 
slain in battle, ib. 

Eusebius, or Pius, 



the brother of Demetrius, 
besieges Jerusalem, iL 224. 
Raises the siege, 226. Makes 
an expedition against the 
Parthians, is defeated and 
killed, ib. 
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leucus^andsonof Akzander^ 
18 commonly called The God» 
• it. 15Q. is cMwaed in his 
youth, 209. Enters into 
alliance with Jonathan the 
high-priest, 210. Is slain by 
Tryp&o, bis tutor, 220, iii 

-, thebrotherofSeleu* 



M*a«a*i 



eus, is slain in battle, iL 242. 
- Soter,broitlierof De- 



. metrius, fiifther of Grypus, ii. 
229. Makes war with Try- 
pihQ,222. 

Antipas, Herod's son by Mai- 
thace,a6aiDaritati« iiL4, 340. 
Is tetrardi of G^alilee, S6S. 
Goes to Rome to f^ to be a 
king! SS, 363. What was 
left himby Herod, 2& What 
Was giv«n him by Csesav, 47. 
Once declared king by He- 
rod, 854. 

■ 1, one <^ihe royal li- 
neiige, is pnt in prison and 
skin. If. o7. 

Antipater the Idumean, He- 
rod's father, ealled Antipas, 
excites troubles, iL 254. Is 
sent ambassador to Aretas, 
by Scanrus, 265^ His wife 
Cypres, the Arabian, and his 
chiidren, 270. His ralour, 
27 1 • He advises Hyrcanus 
to put himself under the pro- 
tection of Aretas, xiL 865, 
Makes his son Phasaeku go- 
vernor of Jerusalem, and 
Herod of Galilee, ii. 275, iii* 
278. Endeavours to deserve 
Ceesar^s favour, 270 and 270. 
Is honoured by Csesar, and 
made dtisen of Rome^ ii. 
272, iiL 276. Hie defence 
against Antigoims, ii. 272, 
iii. 277* Is made governor 
of Judea, iL 273, iii. 277* Is 
greatly esteemed among the 
Jews, ii. 276. Is poisoned, 
291> iii. 282. 



Anttpaler> sonef Phasaelusand 
Siuampsio, grandson of He- 
rod the Great, iii. 72. 

I , son of Salome, im- 
peaches Archetaus before 
Caesar, iiL 84^ et s€q. 

■ " I I II M l % son of Herod, ii. 



294. Is sent to Rome to 
Caesar, 889, ei seq. iii. M2, 
347. While he is there, he, 
by letters, sets Iom father 
against hia brethren, iL SQO, 
ei ieq. m. 821-i324> ^ $eq. 
His subtilty, iL 408. Is xe- 
caUfid by Herod, iii. 18. He 
reigns jointly.wiUi his&ther« 
1, et seq. Is hated by every 
body, after the slaughter of 
his bredieren, «6. Attempta 
his father's life, 2. Is con- 
oemed fbr himself, ik 848. 
Appears before Varus's tri- 
bunal, 14, 852. Hiapleafor 
himself, ib. Is put in irons* 
20, 354. Is put to death, 
28, 853. 

, a Samaritan, iii, 11. 
I , Herod's sister's son. 



... M 

IIL 4. 

Antqpatris, taken by Vespasian 

iv. 99- 
Antiphilus, iii. 11> 346. His 

letter to Antqpater, Herod's 

son, 20. 

Aptonia, Claudius's daughter 
by Petina, iii. 394. 

Antdnia, Claudius's mother, 
smd Ehrusus's wife, lends mo- 
ney to Agrippa the elder, 
Iii. 7& Her eulogium, 79* 
et seq. 

-, the tower called 



before, iii. 258. Is taken 
by Titus, iv. 193^ et seq. 
Antony, a captain, iv. 3, et seq. 
" ' , a centurion, iv. 89^ 
n* (Mark), his valour, ii. 

265, iii. 272. His and Do- 
labella's decree in favour of 
die Jews, ii. 283, et seq. He 
marches inN> Asia« after Cas- 
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sius's defeat, 894. HUlettec 
to Hyrcanus, ib. To the 
Tyrians, 296. He falls in 
love ^rith Cleopatra, 297- 
Makes Phasaelus and Herod 
tetrarchs, ib. Orders their 
accusers to be put to death, 
298. Confers signal fiivours 
on Herod, 305, et seq. So- 
journs at Athens, 310. 
Antonius ( Lucius ), Mark An- 
tony's son, sends a letter to 
the Sardians in favour of the 
Jews, ii. 285. 

■ Primus, iv. II7. 
Anubis, a god, iii. 64. 
Apachnas, king of £g3rpt, iv. 

290. 
Apame, Darius's concubine, 

ii. QB. 
Apion, ambassador for theAlex- 
- andrians to Caius, iii. 90. 
Apollo's templeat Gaza, ii. 242. 
Apollodotus, captain of the Ga- 

zeans, ii. 241. Killed, t6. 
ApoUonius, son of Alexander, 

ii. 227. 

■ Daus, governor of 
Coelesyria, ii. 202. Challen- 
ges Jonathan to an engage- 
ment, and is defeated, 203. 

-, governor of Sa- 



maria, ii. 167, 171. 

Apponius, iii. 140. 

Apophis, king of Egypt, iv. 
290. 

Apsalom, iii. 420. 

Apsan, or Ibzan, judge after 
Jephtha, i. 249. 

Aquila, the murderer of Caius, 
ni. 121. 

Arabians circumcise their chil- 
dren when thirteen years 
old, i. 35. Ten towns taken 
from them by Alexander, 
king of the Jews, ii. 256, 
258. Ethiopians are their 
neighbours, 17* 

Arabia borders on Judea, ii. 
255. Petra the king's resi- 
dence, ib. Zabdiel their loi*d, 
206'. Arabians are defeated. 



S40. Their women are great 

poisoners, iiL 10. 
Aram, i. 24. 
Aran, or Haran, the father of 

Lot, i. 25. 
Arasca, or Nisroch, a temple, 

u. 48. 
Arases, or Rezin, king of the 

Syrians, ii. 38. 
Arauna, or Oronna the Jebu- 

■ site, L 377^ ^ »eq. His 
threshing-floor, t6. The 
place where Isaac was to 
have been sacrificed, and 
where the temple was after- 
wards built, ib. 

Archelaus, kingof Cappadocia, 

• comes to Herod, ii. 41 1, iii. 
329, el seq. Goes with him to 
Antioch, t6. Reconciles He- 
rod to his son Alexander, and 

. to his brother Pheroras, 33 1 . 

— y son of Herod the 

Great, iii. 4, 12, 340, 347. 
Made ethnarch, 47» 37^. 

. Marries Glaphyra, 52, 377- 
Is proclaimed king after 
Herod's death, 29, 359. His 
speech to the people, 30, 360. 
He endeavours to appease 
the people, 30. Goes to 
Rome, S$y 362. Is accused 
there by the deputies of the 
people, 44, 370. Is banished 
to Vienna in Gaul, 51, 374. 

• His dreams and Gli^hyra's, 

■ 52, et seq. 374. 

' , sonof Chelcias, iii. 
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, son of Magadatus, 

iv. 209. 
Aretas, king of the Arabians, 

ii. 241, 255,-423, iii. 265. 

Succeeds Obodas, ii. 41 6. 

Affords succours to Hyrca- 

nus, iii. 265. Impeaches Syl- 

leus, jointly^ with Antipater, 

before Csesar, 3. 

, king of Coelesyria, 
, makes an expedition into 

Judea, ii. 246. > 
, of Petra, iii. 42, 69. 
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Arioch, csptain of Nebucfaadnes* 

lar'B life-guardy ii. 74- 
Arfion^ treasttrer of Alexandria^ iL 

159. 

Aristeas, or. Aristeeus^ one of Ptole- 
my Philadelphus's life-guard^ ii. 
186, iv. 827. 

Aristobulus, son of HjTCanus I. ii. 
gSO. The first high-pFiest who 
a68iimed the title of King of the 
Jews, 233. Called Phi&len, or 
lover of the Greeks ^ 2S6. 

, son of Alexander Jan- 
neus, an enterprizing and bold 
man, ii. 249. Complains of the 
Pharisees, 950. Reproaches his 
mother Alexandra, ih. Endea- 
vours to take possession of the 
kingdom daring his mother's life, 
251. Fights with his elder bro- 
ther Hyrcanusfor the crown, 254. 
Brings him to an accommodation, 
t6. iii. Z65. Sends a golden vine 
to Pompey, ii. 258. Is, with his 
children, brought captive to 
Rome, by Pompey, 264. Es- 
capes out of prison, but is re- 
taken and sent back again to 
Rome by Gabinius, 266, iii. 271, 
273. His firmness in adversity, 
ii. 267' Is poisoned by the par- 
tizans of Pompey, 270. His 
children, ih. 

-, son of Herod the Great, 



ii. 367. Marries Bemice, Sa- 
lome's daughter, 380. Is put in 
prison, 419- Is accused by his 
father in an assembly at Berytus, 
and condemned, 424, 425. Is 
strangled, iii. 338. His children, 
3, 340. 

•, son of Herod, king of 



Chalcis, iii. 175. 

•, son of Joseph and 



Mariamne, iii. 72. 

-, son of Aristobulusand 



sister to the famous Mariamne, a 
beautiful youth, is made high- 
priest by Herod, ii. 325, 327. Is 
drowned by the secret order of 
the same Herod^ 16. iii. 319. 
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Aristobulus, son of Aristobulas and 
Bernice, and grandson of Herod 
the Great, iii. 72. 

Aristocracy the beat form of ^vem- 
ment, i. 193. 

— — instituted in Judea by 

Gabinius, iii. 274. 

Arithmetic and astronomy came 
from Chaldea to Egypt, and 
thence into Greece, i. 28. 

Arius, king of the Lacedemonians^ 
sends a letter to Onias the high- 
priest, ii. 1 62. 

Ark of God, its description, i. 130. 
Taken by the Philistines, 26 1. 
Restored to the Israelites, 264. 
Carried to Jerusalem, and lodged 
in thehouse of Obed-Edom, after 
it had been with Aminadab, 337* 

— — of Noah, where it rested, i. 17- 
Mentioned by all barbarian his- 
torians, ih. Its remains long pre- 
served, ih. 

Armais, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 

Armenia conquered by Antonius, 
ii. 334. Cotys, king of the Les- 
ser Armenia, iii. 1 50. 

Arm esses, king of Egypt, iv. 292- 

Armory of David in the temple, li. 

Aropheus or Amariah, i. 388. 

Arpnaxad, i. 25. 

Aruntius (Euaristus), iii. 125. 

(Paulus), iii. 120. 

Arsaces, king of the Parthians, ii. 
215. 

Artabanus, king of Media, iii. 60. 
, king of the Parthians, 
iii. 67, 68. He flies to Azates, 
1 ^3. Is kindly received by him, 
and restored to his kingdom, t6. 
Dies, ih. 

Artabazus, or Artavasdes, son of 
Tigranes, is given as a present to 
Cleopatra by Antonius, iii. 3P5. 

Artaxerxes, king of the Persians, ii. 
113. His edict against the Jews, 
117. Contradicted, 124, et seq. 

Artorius cunningly saves his own 
life, iv. 205. 

Arucas, i. 24. 

Ff 
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Arudeus, i. 24. 

Asa, king of Jerusalem, i. 435. 
Makes an alliance with the king 
of Damascus, 437* 

Asael killed by Abner, i. 326. 

Asamoneus, ii. l68. 

Asamoneans, the end of their reign, 
ii. 319- 

Ascalonites, punished for their stub- 
bornness, ii. 157- 

Asermotli, or Hazarmaveth, i. 25. 

Aserymus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 

297. 

Ashdod, or Azotus, taken by Jona- 
than, ii. 204. Its inhabitants 
plagued on account of the ark of 
God, i. 262. 

Ashkenaz, i. 22. 

yVshpenaz, a eunuch, ii. 73. 

Ashur, i. 24. 

Asia, its convention at Any era, ii. 
400. Valerius proconsul of Asia, 
iii. 126. Five hundred towns of 
Asia, 410, el seq, 

Asineus and Anileus, two brethren^ 

iii. 99> e^ '^^9. 

Asocheus, or Shishak, king of 
Egypt, iv. 233. 

Asprenas, iii. 1 1 8. Cut in pieces, 
122. 

Assemblies forbidden to all at 
Rome, but to the Jews only by 
Julius Csesar, ii. 280. 

Ass's head falsely reported by Apion 
as an object of worship among the 
Jews, iv. 331. 

Assis, king of Egypt, iv. 29O. 

Assyrian empire overthrown, ii. 50, 

Astarte's Temple, i. 323, iv. 295. 

Astartus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 
295. 

Astronomy ; for its improvement, 
the first men lived near a thou- 
sand years, i. 19. Came out of 
Cl^aldea into Egypt, and thence 
into Greece, 28. 

Asylum, or right of sanctuary, be- 
longing to some towns in Judea, 
i. 186. 

Athenians decree honours to Ilyr- 
canus, ii. 271. 

Athenio, ii. 156. 



Athenio^ a general of Cleopa^, iii; 
306. His perfidiousness, ii. 335. 

Ath ronges, a shepherd, crowns hint- 
self king of Judea, iii. 41, 368. Is 
conquered with his brethren, %b* 

Atratinas, Herod's ad vocate,ii. 305. 

Augustus's arival in Syria, iL 369. 
His letter to Herod, 423. Holds 
a council about the affairs of Ju- 
dea, iii. 34. His edict and letter 
in favour of the Jews, ii. 399, ^ 
seq. Is angry with Herod, 415. 
Is reconciled to him by the means 
of Nicolaus of Damascus, 420. 
Divides Herod's dominions, iii. 
372. His death, 383. 

Axioramus, high-priest, ii. 67. 

Azariah, the prophet, i. 435. 

Azarias, high-priest, iL 67. 

— , one ofDaniel's companions, 
ii. 72. 

-, a commander under Judas, 



is defeated by Gorgias at Jamnia, 

n. 179. 
Azau, Hazo, i. 26. 
Azizus, king of Emesa, iii. 172. 

Is circumcised, and marries Dru- 

silla, tlie sisterof Agrippa juniiN*,^ 

ib. Dies, 175. 
Azotus, or Ashdod, its inhabitants 

plagued on account of the ark of 

God, i.262. Taken by Jonathan. 

ii. 204, et seq. 
Azricam, ii. 38. 

Baal, king of the Tyrians, iv. 299. 
Baal, god of the Tyrians, ii. 22. 
Baalis, king of the Ammonites, ii. 

Baanah, the son of Rimraon, i. 331. 

Baaras, a place, and a plant there 
growing, iv. 252. 

Baasha, king of Israel, i. 434. Kills 
Nadabhispredeces5or,436. Dies, 
437. 

Baba's children preserved byCosto^ 
barus, ii. 354. Afterwards killed 
by Herod, 355. 

Babylon, derived from Babel (con- 
fusion of languages), i. 21. Taken 
by Cyru» under the reign of Bal- 
tasar, ii. 82. The great number • 
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of Jews who lived there> S2l, and 
iii. 97. Nebuchadnezzaor's build- 
ings at Babylon^ ii, 79r^ Mg* Its 
walls not built by Semiramis but 
by Nebuchadnezzar, according 
to the testimony of Berosus, iv. 
297, ^9B. Its walls curiously built 
by Nabonidus, of brick and bitu« 
men, according to the same Be- 
rosus, 299* Its pensile gardens 
erected by Nebuchadnezzar, in 
imitation of the mountains of Me- 
dia, ib, ii. 79/ ^^ ^^' 

Bacchides, ii. 1 84, 1 88. He attacks 
the Jews, I9I9 ^^ '^* 

Badeaorus, king of the Tjnriaiis, iv. 
295. 

Bagoas, a eunuch, iii. 7. 

Bagoaes, an enemy of the Jews, ii. 

127. 
Balak, king of Moab, i. 174, et seq. 
Baladan, king of Babylon, ii. 50. 
Balaam, the prophet, i. 175. His 

ass speaks, 1 76*. 
Balatorus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 

299> 
Baleazarus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 

295. 

Ballas, or Bera, king of Sodom, i. 28. 

Balm, or Balsam, near Jericho, ii. 
260, 332, and iii. 267. 

Baltassar [Helshazzar, or Naboan- 
del, or Nabonadius]|, king of Ba- 
bylon, ii. 80, el geq* His terrible 
vision, and its interpretation, 8 1 . 
His death, 82. 

Balthasar [jBelteshazzar]], Daniel's 
name, ii. 72. 

Banacates, i. 392. 

Ban us, a hermit, Josephus's mas- 
ter, iii. 192. 

Barachias, ii. 39. 

Barak, excited by Debora, encoun- 
ters Sisera, i. 240, et seq. 

Barbarians, their riches formerlv 
consisted in cattle, i. 9^* 

Bardenes, king of the Parthians, iii. 
163. He is slain, l64. 

Barts, a tower built at Ecbatana by 
Daniel, ii. 84. 

Barnabazus, ii. lUi. 



Barsas, king of Gomorrah, i. 28. 

Baruch, well skilled in the Hebrew 
tongue, and left witli Jeremiah 
the prophet in Judea, at the Ba« 
bylonian captivity, ii. 68. 

Barzaphernes, governor in Parthia^ 
iii. 286. 

Barzillai, i. 56l. 

Basan, or Baasha, king of Israel, i. 
434. Slays Nadab his predeces- 
sor, 436. 

Basima, or Basmath, Solomon's 
daughter, i. 392. 

Baskets carried upon the head, i. 67. 

Bassus ( Ventidius). See Ventidius. 

(Cicilius), murderer of Sex- 

tus Ccesar, ii. 29O, iii. 281. 

(Lucilius), is sent with an 



army into Judea; he besieges and 
takes Maclierns, iv. 251. 

Bath or Badus, a Jewish measure, 
i. 396. 

Baths, hot baths at Callirrhoe be- 
yond Jordan, iii. 25. 

Bathsheba, i. 345, el seq. 

Bathyllus. iii. 347. 

, Antipater's freed-man, 
iii. 12. 

Battering-ram, its description, iv. 
23. 

Battle at Taricheae upon the Lake 
of Gennesareth, iv. 45, el seq, 

Beeltethmus, ii. 92. 

Bela, or Zoar, the king of it, i. 28. 

Belshazzar \jor Baltasar, or Nabo- 
andel, or Nabonadius]], king of 
Babylon, ii. 80, el seq. His ter- 
rible vision, and its interpreta- 
tion, 81. His death, 82. 

Belteshazzar, Daniel's name. ii. 72. 

Belus, the god of the Tyrians^ i. 

489. 

, the god of the Babylonians, 
ii. 79. His temple there, ib. 
Benaiah, a priest by birth, and a 
man of valour, i. 374. Son df Je- 
hoiada, 342. Made commander 
of some troops of Solomon, 389* 

Sonof Achilus, 392. 
Beneficence, its commendation and 
reward, i. 318. 
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Beiihadad (or the ion of Hadad), 
KtQg of Sym» besieges Samaria 
tlieih'sltune,i.44& The second 
tinle> iL 10« Falls sick, and is 
smothered, by HasadI* 16. 

Benjamites, are attacked for their 

- enormous crime at Gibeah» and 
at last terribly defeated and ciit 
o£r> L 23^, et seq. Their tribe re- 
stored, 235. 

Beon, iv. 290. 

Bemtee, daughter of Agrippa se- 
nior, iii. 72. . Married to Herod, 
Agrippa's brother, 142. 

■ ■ , Agrippa's mother, dies, 

• • • ^ ^ 

', Archelaus's and Mariam- 



ne*8 daughter, iii. 1 72. 

-, the widow of Herod, mar- 



ries l\ilemon, iii. 173. Leaves 
him, f&. 

', Salome's daughter, Aris- 



tobulus's wife, ii. 380. 

-, Agrippasenior's daughter. 



and junior's sister, in danger of 

her life, iii. 403. 
Bernicianus, Herod of Chalci&'s son 

by Bern ice his brother Agrippa's 

(laughter, iii. 390. 
Beryus, where the cause between 

Herod and his sons was debated 

in a council or court, ii. 4^4, ct 

seq, Kumans living at Berytus, 

421. 
Bethuel, i. 2(>. 

Bexaleel and Alioliab, sacred archi- 
. tects, i. 126. 
Bigthan, ii. 11 6. 
Birthday of Ptolemy's son kept by 

the {Syrians, ii. 159» l*rcaents 

xoade thereupon, 16*0, etseq, 
Bocchoris, king of Egypt, iv* 319* 
Book of the law found, ii. 54. 
Books contposcd by Solomon, i. 

2^. Twcfity-two most sacred 

■ books among the Jews, iv. 285. 

Boess, of Elimelcch's family, i. 256. 

His kindness towards Ruth, 257. 

He marries her, 358, 
Brazen vcssicls more valuable than 

gold, ii. 10(5. 



'Bride ; how she was to part from 
one that refused ta nuprry her, 
according to the law of Moses, 
i. 25ai 

Britons, iv. 221. 

Britannicus, son of Claudius by 
Messalinay iii. 394. 

Brocchnsy a tribune, iiL 136. 

HrotheTx a title which Alexander 
Balas gave to Jonathan the high- 
priest, iL 196. The tome title 
wasalso given him by Demetrius 
Soter, 207. 

Buckle, CUT button (a golden one), 
sent to Jonathan by Alexander, 
king of Syria, iL £04. And by 
Demetrius, 210. 

Bukki, son of Abishua, high-priest, 
i. 388. 

Burrhus, Nero's Greek secretary, 

iii. 179. 
Buz, Nahor's son, i. 26^ 

Cecilius Bassus, the murderer of 
Sextus Ctesar, ii. 29O, iii. 280. 

Cesiuna, iv..ll7* Sent to Vespa- 
sian, ib.. 

Caesar (Julius) makes war in Egypt, 
il. 27 1 . His decrees in favour of 
the Jews, 279^ ^ ^* He is mur- 
dered by Brutus and Cassias)290. 

Caesarea built by Herod, iL 3^ It 
was 600 furlongs from Jerusa- 
lem, 235, iii. 358. 

Ca?8arean games instituted by He- 
rod, ii. 356, iii. 315. Begun at 
the finishing of Cxcsarea Augusta, 
ii. 396. 

Cesennius Petus, president of Sy- 
ria, iv. 256. 

Cesonia, wife of Caius, killed by 
Lupus, iii. 132. 

Cain murders his brother Abel, i 
11. His punishment^ 12, He 
peoples the land of Nod, 16. 

Caius, the son of Gennanicus» is 
made emperor>iii. 82, 384. Puts 
Tiberius, the grandson of Tibe- 
rius the emperor, to death, 89> 
His behaviour in thcgovernment, 
16. He orders his statue to be 



INDEX< 



407 



elated in the temple ^t J^rUM- 
l<ni» 90* Grpitifles Agrippig and 
fbrbids its erection^ 96*. HiM \eU 
ter to Petroniut, ib. He rages 
against th^ Jews> 1 07. Calls him- 
self the brother of Jupiter^l 08. A 
CQQspiracy formed against him, 
109* The conspirators increase 
in number^ 11^. His death, 1 20. 
His threatening letter to Petro- 
nius retarded till he was dead»97, 
387* His character, 132, ei seq. 

Caleb, one that searched the land 
of Canaan, i. 156, and 229. 

Calf (golden), near Daphne or Dan, 
iv. 54. 

Calieas, iii. 2. 

Callimander, ii. 230. 

Callinicus, son of Antiochus king 
of Commagena, iv. 257- 

Calistus, a freed-man of Caius, iii. 
115. 

Cambyses, succeeds Cyrus, ii. 91. 
Diei afler a reign of six years,92. 

Camp of the Jews, i. 152. Of the 
Assyrians, iv. 154. 

Camuel, or Kcmuel, Nahor's son, 
i. QG. 

Canaan, land, its description and di« 
vision, i. 221. Canaanites distress 
the tribe of Dan, 236. Are spared 
contrary to the command of God, 
229- War denounced against 
them by the tribes of Judah and 
Simeon, 228. 

Candlestick in the tabernacle, i. 
131. 

Cantheras removed from the high- 
priesthood, iii. ] 57. 

Capellus, son of Antillus, iii. 200, 
el seq. 

Capito, a centurion or a captain of 
100 soldiers, iii. 400. 

Capitol, the end of the triumphal 
shows, iv. 249. 

Captives of the Jews, how Aiany 
killed, and how many kept alive, 
iv. 23 1 . Captives carried in the 
triumph, 21 9. 

Captivities of the ten and of the two 
tribes, ii. 71, 72. 



Careas [Kareah^, ii. 67* 

CaruSj Herod's patbic^ iii. 7. 

Cassander j^emsMaeedmiia after 
Alexander's death, ii« 134. 

Cassius Longinus!, president of 8y« 
ria, ii. 290, 375, uL 157. Favours 
Antipater and Herod, ii. 290, 
Repels the Parthians, and then 
retires to Judea, 27O, iii. 27 6. 
Is defeated at Philippi, ii. 294^ 

Castles, or dtad^, two at Jerusa- 
lem, one in the city and the othjsr 
by the temple, ii. 180^ 352, 369- 

Castor the Jew's cunning trickj iv. 
156. 

Castration of men or beasts forbid- 
den by the law of Moses, i. 204. 
Young men of royal blood cas- 
trated by Nebuchadnezzar's oiu 
der, and among others Daniel 
the prophet, ii. 72. 

Catullus, governor of Libya Pentair' 
politana, iv. 277. His caluminj 
against the Jews, ib> His deatli, 
and the divine vengeance on him, 
278. 

Celadus, iii. 49i 374. 

Celendens, iii. 348. 

Celer, a tribune, iii. 171* He is put 
to death, 172. 

Celtic legion, iiL 122. 

Cendebeus, commander of Antio- 
chus's troops, ii. 222, iii. 254. 

Cerealis (Petilius) sent against tlie 
Samaritans, iv. 31. Marches to- 
wards Hebron, 109- la ordered, 
toattock the temple, 199. Call- 
ed to a council of war about the 
temple, 210. 

Cestius Oallus, president cfiT Syrfa, 
Ui. 2 18, 398. He gathers an army 
against the Jews, 426. Enters 
Jerusalem, 430. Is beaten^ 433,' 
€i ieq, 

Chereas (Cassius), is stirred i;ip 
against Caius, iii. 109* Draws 
others into the conspiracy, 113. 
Gives Cluus tlie first blow, 120. 
Is beheaded, 141. 

Ch^giras, son of Nabateus, iv. 741. 

Chalaman, king oi'theSyrians,i.345. 
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Chalcol, i. S93. 

Cham or Hani> the son of Noah, i. 

19. His posterity, 23. 
Chanaan, or Canaan, the son of 

Ham, i. S3. His posterity, t6. 
Charan, or Haran, i. 25. 
Chares, iv. 56^ Dies, 60. 
Chaturah, or Keturah, Abraham's 

last wife, i. 40. 
Chebron, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 
■ ' ~, or Hebron, older than 

Memphis [Tanis],iv.l07. Taken 

by the Israelites, i. 229. 
Chedorlaomer, i. 29. 
Chelbes, king of the Tyrians, iv. 

299. 

Chelcias, ii. 230, 240. 

Chellio, or Chilion, i. 256. 

Chembim, their shape not known, 
i. 339. 

Chessed, Nahor's son, i. 26. 

Chetim^ or Kittem, i. 22. 

Children not always like their pa- 
rents, i. 268. 

Christ and Christians, iii. 62. 

Chusarthes, orCushan, the king of 
Assyria, oppresses the Israelites, 
i. 236. 

Chusi, or Cushai, i. 356. 

Chutheans (people of Chutha), who 
they were,and whence they came, 
ii. 44. Go to Samaria, 72. Hin- 
der the rebuilding of the tem- 
ple, 91. 

Cinnamus, iii. l63. 

Circumcision is received in Pales- 
tine by the Jews, iv. 301 . Its in- 
stitution, i. 31. The Arabians 
circumcise their children after 
the thirteenth year of their age, 
35. The Syrians in Palestine 
received circumcision from the 
Egyptians according to Herodo- 
tus, 430. Not to be forced upon 
any body, in the opinion of Jo- 
sephus, iii. 205. The Idumeans 
forced to be circumcised, and be- 
come Jews, or leave their coun- 
try, by John Hyrcanus, ii. 227. 
• The Itureans forced to be cir- 
cumcised by Aristobulus, 236. 



Classicus, iv. 243. 

Claudius Caesar, iii. I27> 133. He 
is dragged out of a comer to the 
imperial dignity, 134, S67. He 
is favoured by the army, 140. 
His liberality to Agrippa, 142. 
His edict in favour of the Jews, 
143. His letters to the Jews, 
156. He dies, 174, 394. His 
wife and children, t6. 

Clement, iii. 1 1 2. 

Cleopatra, daughter of Antiochns, 
married to Ptolemy, ii. 154. 

, wife of Philometor, H. 
l9S,etseq.ir.327' She takes up 
arms against Ptolemy Lathyms, 
ii. 240. Makes an alliance with 
Alexander, 241. Takes Ptole^ 
mais, 240. 

-, wife of Demetrius, ii.22L 



Married to Antiochus Soter, ib, 
-, queen of Egypt, meets 



Antony in Cilicia, ii. 297* Her 
cruelty and avarice, 331, iii. 305. 
Kills her sister Arsinoe, ii. 3S1. 
Obtains from Antony a part of 
Arabia and Judea, 332. Tempts 
Herod to lie with her, ib. He- 
rod conducts her towards Egypt, 
333. 

(Selene), besieged by Ti- 



granes, ii. 251, iii. 264. 

of Jerusalem, the wife of 



Herod, iii. 4, 340. 

-, wife of Florus, iii. 1 87. 



Clitus, author of a rebellion at Ti- 
berias, iii, 213. Cuts off his left 
hand by the order of Josephus, 
1*6. 445. 

Cluvius, iii. 113. 

Collega (Cneus), iv. 241. 

Colonies within and without Italy, 
iii. 144. 

Columns or pillars in the land of 
Siriad, i. 1 3. Of the Corinthian 
order in Solomon's palace, 409- 
In Herod's temple, iv. 141. 

Commandments written upon two 
tables, i. 124. Written by the 
hand of God, 1 26. Not to have 
their very words published, 124. 
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Conquests easier gotten than main- 
tained, i. 407. 

Conscience of good actions is safer 
to be relied on, than on the con- 
cealment of evil ones, 1. 60. 

Conspiracy against Herod, ii. 358, 
ei seq. 

Convention of Asia at Ancyra, ii. 
ifOO, Convention at Jerusalem, 
HI. 202. 

Coponius, procurator of Judea, iii. 
53, 57, 375. 

Coracinus, a fish, iv. 51. 

Corban, or sacred treasure, iii. 384. 

Cores, or Korah, raises a sedition 
against Moses^ i. 16I. Perishes 
with his faction, I67. 

Corinthus, one of Herod's life- 
guard, iii. 8. An Arabian by 
birth, 343. 

Cornelius Faustus, son of Sylla, ii. 
263, iii 269. 

— — — the brother of Longus, 
iv. 205. 

Corus, a Jewish measure of 10 At- 
tic medimni, i. 158. 

Costobarus, an Idumean, Salome's 
husband, ii. 353. 

, a ringleader of the roh* 

bets, iii. 183. 

Cotylas, or Zeno, ii. 224, iii. 255. 

Cotys, king of Lesser Armenia, iii. 
150. 

Cow, the red cow for purification, 

i. 171. 

Cozbi, a Midianitish woman, i. 181 . 

Coze, or Kose, an idol of the Idu- 
means before they turned Jews, 
ii. 353. 

Crassus, governor of the east, suc- 
ceeds Gabinius, ii. 268. Arrives 
in Judea, and plunders the tem- 
ple of its treasures, ib. iii. 274. 
Perishes in an expedition against 
the Parthians, ib. 

Creation of the world, i. 7. 

Crimes are encouraged by indul- 
gence to those that commit them, 
i. 286, ei seq* 

Crown or mitre of the high-priest, 
i. 133. 



Cumanus, procurator of Judea, iii. 

168, 390. 
Curses denounced from Mount 

Ebal, i. 206-220. 
Cuspius Fadus, procurator of Ju- 
dea, ii. 375, iii. 154, 155, 389- 
Customs, or taxes of Syria, Pheni- 

cia, Judea, and Samaria,' 8000 

talents, ii. 156. 
Cypros, king Agrippa's wife,iii. 389. 
— — — , Antipater senior's wife, by 

whom he had four children, ii. 

274, iii. ib. 

-, Antipater's daughter by 



Cyprps, iii. 72. Married to 
Alexas Selcias, 73. 

-, Herod's daughter, married 



to Antipater, Salome's son, iii. 72. 
-, daughter of Phasaelus and 



Salampsio married to Agrippa 
senior, iii. 72, 76, ei seq. 

Cyrenius, or Quirinius, iii. 52, 53. 

Cyreneans, derived from the Lace- 
demonians, iii. 412, et seq. 

Cyrus, king of Persia, ii. 80, et seq. 
Purposes to rebuild the Jewish 
temple, 89, et seq. Releases the 
Jews from their captivity by. an 
edict, ib. His death, 9I- 

, the son of Xerxes, called 

by the Greeks Artaxerxes, made 
king, ii. 113, et seq. His letter 
rescinding tlie edict of Haman, 
124. 

Dacon, the god of Ashdod, i. 262. 
His temple burnt, ii. 204. 

Damascene colonies transported in- 
to Higher Media, ii. 39* 

Damascus tilken by Tiglathpileser, 
ii. 39. Taken by the Romans, 259. 

Dan, built by the Danites, i. 236. 

Danaus, or Hermeus, king of 
Egypt, iv. 309. 

Daniel, the prophet, ii. 72. Is cas- 
trated with his companions, ib. 
Their austeritv of life, 73. Da- 
niel foretels the times of future 
events, ib. Tells Nebuchadnez- 
zar his dream, and interprets it to 
him, 75. Is honoured for it, 76. 



440 



INDEX. 



His companionft are cast into a 
fiery furnace, ib. Daniel explains 
the hand- writing upon the wall^ 
82. Is carried into Media by Da- 
rius^ ih. Is made one of the pre- 
sidents of the kingdom^ ib, A 
conspiracy against him, 83. Is 
thrown into the lion's den, ib. 
Builds a tower at Ecbatana, 84. 
The manner and certainty of his 
prophecies, 85. His vision of the 
ram and the he-goat, 86. His 
prophecy of the destruction of 
the Jews by the Romans, ib. Of 
the profanation of the temple by 
Antiochus Epiphanes, 175. 

Dorda, i. 393. 

Darius, the son of A sty ages, called 
by another name among the 
Greeks, ii. 82. 

, the son of Hjsta5pes,made 
king, ii. 9^* Makes a splendid 
entertainment, 93. Proposes 
questions to be resolved, ib. His 
letters in favour of Zorobabel for 
rebuilding the temple, 96* Has 
Cyrus's records searclied about 
that temple, 101. Gives order 
for its rebuilding, 1 02. H is edict 
against the Samaritans, 104. 

Dathan, i. l62. 

David'6genealogy,i.258. Isanoint- 
ed by Samuel, 2 89. Plays upon 
theharp before Saul, 2<)0. Fights 
Goliath, 292. His and Jonathan's 
friendship, 296, 299, ^' *^^-. Is 
reconciled to Saul by Jonathan, 
297* Is in danger of being killed 
by Saul, ib. His flight, 302^308. 
He spares Saul's life twice, 307 
-^09, 313. Promises to assist 
the king of Gath, 315. Pursues 
after the Amalekites, and puts 
them to flight, 32 1 . Makes a fu- 
neral oration for Saul and Jona- 
than, 325. Is made king of Ju- 
dah, ib. And of the Israelites, 
832. Takes Jerusalem, 333. 
Casts the Jebusites out of it, 334. 
Marries several wives, and begets 
eleven diildren, 335, Conquers 



the Philistines, 356. Has tbe 
ark carried to Jerusalem, 337- 
Is reproached by Miehal, 338. 
Purposes to build the t6mple>339- 
His victories, 340. His liberality 
to Mephibosheth, 342. He falls 
in love with Bathsheba, 345. 
Causes Uriah to be slain, 347- 
Marries Bathsheba, t6. Is re- 
proved for all by Nathan the 
prophet, 348. His son by Bath- 
sheba dies, 349. He mourns for 
Absalom's death, 364. Ordei^ 
the people to be numbered, $75* 
Chooses the pestilence rather 
than famine ot the sword, 376. 
Makes great preparations for the 
building of the temple, 37S. £&-• 
horts Solomon to build it^ ib. 383. 
Divides the priests and Levites 
into twenty-four courses, 382. 
He dies, 384. Is buried with 
great pomp, ib. The treasures 
hidden in his monument, ib. ii. 
232,411, iii. 256. 

Day unusally lengthened, i. 219- 

Deborah, i. 239. 

Deceased, what care was taken of 
them by the Jews, iv. 349- 

Decrees of the Romans, &c. in fa- 
vour of the Jews, ii. 273, el seq. 
280, ei seq. 

Dedan, i. 24. 

Dellius the wicked, ii. 306, 323, iii. 
293. 

Deluge, i. 15. 

Demetrius, alabarch at Alexandria, 
in. 173. 

, the son of Demetrius, 

joins with Jonathan and Ptolemy 
his father-in-law, and conquers 
Alexander, ii. 206. Called AIhhi- 
tor, ib. His letter in favour of 
the Jews, 207* Is hated by the 
Antiochians, 208. Breaks friend-* 
ship with Jonathan, 209* Is 
conquered by Antiochus, and 
flies into Cilicia, 210. Is made 
prisoner by Arsaces, and releas* 
ed, 215. Trypho rebels against 
him, 221. Is hated by the army. 
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£28. Ib defeated^ and flies in 
vain to Cleopatra his wife, ib. 
Goes thence to Tyre, is made a 
prisoner, and dies, ilh 

Demetrius Cucerus, fourth son of 
Andochus Grypus, is made king 
of Syria Damascena, ii. 242. His 
assistance desired by the Jews, 
243. He makes war upon Alex- 
ander, and conquers him, 2 50, iii. 
26i,et seq. He makes war with 
his brother Philip, is carried pri- 
soner into Parthia, and dies there, 
ii. 248. 

— — of Gadara, Pompey's 
freedman^ obtains the rebuilding 
of that city, ii. 264. 

Phalerius, keeper of the 



Alexandrian library, ii. 1 86, iv. 
827. His petition to king Phi- 
ladelphus, ii. 1 89* He places the 
■eventy-twointerpretersnear the 
sea-sicie, 147* 

Soter, son of Seleucus, 



made king of Syria, ii. 184. Puts 
king Antiochus to death, ib. 
Sends Bacchides and Nicanor 
against the Jei^s, 1 85, e^ seq. His 
character, 195. His letter to Jo- 
nathan, 1 96. Is killed in the war 
against Alexander, 198. 

Demoteles, ii. 212. 

Diana's temple at Elymaia in Per- 
, sia, ii. 179. Diana's temple in 

Egypt, 199. 

Dido,aueen of the Tyrians, iv. 295. 

Diklath, i. 25. 

Dinah, Jacob's daughter, L 55. 

Dioclerus, i. 892. 

Diodorus, son of Jason, ii. 227* 

Diodotus, or Trypho, ii. 208. 

Dionysius, tyrant of Tripoli,iL 259- 

Diophantes, a forger of letters, ii. 

419. 

Divorce, what are the causef of it, 
i. 197, et seq. Whether it be 
lawful for a wife to send a bill of 
divorce to her husband, 198. 

Docg, the Syrian, i. 804. 

Dolabella's letter to the Ephesians 
in fftvour of the Jews^ ii 284. 



Dolesus, iv. 96. • 

Domitia, kind to Josephus, iiL 245.. 

Domitian, the son of Vespasian, ia 

made regent, in his Other's al>« 

sence, iv. 119. Is kind to Jo- 

• sephus, iii. 248. His expedition 

against the Germans;, iv. 248. 

Domitius Sabinus, iv. 158. 

Doris, Herod's first wife, ii. 294. 

Is mother of Antipater, ib. iii. 4^ 

^ 840. Is expelled the court, 84^^ 

Dorians erect Csraar's statue in a 
Jewish synagogue, iii. 1 45. Pe- 
tronius's edict against diem, 146. 

Dorotheus, ii. 146. 

Dortus, iii. 171. 

Dositheus, a Jew, his perfidious- 
ness, iL 842. 

, a general of the Jews^ 
iv. 827. 

Dove, sent forth outof the ark, i. I7. 

Draco's laws, iv. 288. 

DrusiUa, a daughter of Agrippn 
senior by Cypros, iiL 72. Mar- 
ried to Aziz us, king of Emesa, 
172. Afterwards to Felix, pro- 
curator of Judea, 178. 

Dr^usus, her brother, iii. 72. 

— — , brother of Tiberius, iii. 82. 

Duration of the Jewish law,iv. 350. 

Eagle, golden eagle pulled down 
from the front of the temple, iii. 
28. Holding a dragon in his 
claws, in the seal of the Lace- 
demonians, ii. 168. 

Earthquake, wherein the follower^ 
of Dathan and Abiram were 
swallowed up, i. I66. 

, a very great one in 
Judea, ii. 336. 

Eating the sinew upon the hip, why 
refused by the Jews, i. 54. 

Ebal, i. 25. 

Eban, David's son, i. 335. 

Ebutius, a decurion, iv. I6. Slain 
in battle, 57* 

Eclipse of the moon, iii. 25. 

Ecnibalus, king of Tyre, iv. 299. 

Eglon, king of Moab, oppresses the 
Israelites, i. 287- 
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£lah succeeds Baasha in the king- 

^ dom of Israel^ i. 437* 

Elam, i. 24. 

Elcanah^ or Elkanah, ii. 38. 

■ '-, or Elkanah^ Samuel's fa- 
ther, i. 259. 

Elcias, the high-priest, iL 67* 
Eleazar's house, i. 382. 

■'s commendation, iv. 1 47- 

■ ', the son of Aaron, i. 138. 

ii ■ ■■-, the son of Ananias, high- 
priest; iii. 58, 415. 

, the son of Dineus, iii. 170, 



175, 391. 

, the son of Dodo, i. 373. 

, casts out a demon, i. 394. 

-, the brother of Joazar, made 



high-priest, iii. 50. Deprived, 5 1 . 
, brother of Judas Macca- 



beus, called Auran, ii. I68, 182. 
Is crushed to death by an ele- 
phant, iii. 253. 

., a ringleader of the rob- 



bers, iii. 1 55, iv. 259. Is taken 
prisoner, and sent to Rome, 1 78, 

397. 

of Masada's speech to his 



garrison, iv. 265. 

, the son of Moses, i. 97. 
the high-priest in the 



days of Joshua, i. 171* He dies, 

227. 

-, the high-priest in the days 



of Philadelphus, i. 3, ii. 1 39, iii. 
51. His letter to Philadelphus, 
ii. 141. He dies, 154. 

-, treasurer of the temple, ii. 



266. 



-'s (the son of Sameas) valour, 
iv. 24. 

, the son of Simon, iii. 435, 



iv. 77, 121, 132,209. 

•, the companion of Simon, 



dies, iv. IO6. 

-, commander of the temple. 



iii. 182, 415. 

taken prisoner by Rufus, 



iv. 254. 
Eleutheri, horsemen so called, iii. 

289. 
Eli, the high-priest, is judge m 



Israel after Samson, i. ^56. His 
profligate sons, 258. 

Eliakim, ii. 46. 

Eliashib, the high-priest, ii. 107, el 
seq. Dies, 127. 

Elieu, David's son, i. 334. 

Elijah the prophet, i. 439, ^ ^eq. 
rlis miracles wrought for the wi- 
dow of Sarepta, 440. Hepresents 
himself to Ahab, ib, Foretels 
rain, 44 1 . The false prophets are 
killed by his order, 443.' Calls 
for fire from heaven, ii. 5. Is 
taken up, 6. His letter to king* 
Jehoram, 17* 

Elimelech, i. 256. 

Elioneus, the son of Cantharus, is 
made high-priest, iii. 151. 

Eliphale, or Eliphelet, David's son, 
i. 335. 

Elisa, i. 22. 

Elisha, the prophet, the son of Sha- 
, phat, i. 444, ii. 5, 6. His mira- 
cles, 7, et seq. His death and 
eulogium, 29. His cure of the 
barren fountain, iv. 101. 

Clkanah, or Elcanah, ii. 38. * 

— — , or Elcanah, Samuel's fa- 
ther, i. 259. 

Elmodad, i. 25. 

Elon succeeds Ibsan as judge, i. 

249. 
Elpis, Herod's wife, iii. 4, 340. 
Elthemus, general of the Arabians, 

iii. 309. 
Eluleus, king of the Tyrians, ii. 43. 
Emnos, David's son, i. 335. 
Enemies, when conquered, may be 

lawfully killed, ii. 11. 
Ennaphen, David's son, i. 335. 
Enoch, i. 12, 15. 
Enoch and Elijah translated, ii. 6. 
Enos, the son of Seth, i. ] 5. 
Ensigns of the Romans, with Cce- 

sar'i image, iir. 6I. Sacrifices 

offered to them, iv. 219. 
Epaphroditus, his character, i. 2. A 

great friend of Josephus, iii. 243. 
Ephesians, their decree in favour of 

of the Jews, ii. 289. 
Ephod, i. 133. 
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EpicrateB, ii. 230. 

Epicureans^ their error concerning 

Providence confuted, ii. 86. 
Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus, 

king of Comraagena, iv. 172. 
Epistle of Jonathan the high-priest 
to the Lacedemonians, ii. 212. 
Of Philadelphus for freeing the 
- captive Jews, 140. To Eleazar 
the high-priest, t6. Of Solomon, 
and Hfram, king'of thie Tyrians, 
i. 413. Xerxes to Esdras, ii. 
104. Artaxerxes to the gover- 
nors near Judea, 124. OfAn- 
tiochus the Great to Ptolemy 
Epiphanes, 152. Of the Sama- 
ritans to Antiochus Theus, iGj. 
Of Alexander Balas to Jonathan, 
196. . Of Onias to Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra, 199. Of Demetrius 
to Jonathan and the Jews, 207- 
Of Julius Csesar to the Roman 
magistrates, 2 79> ^ ^^9* Of Mark 
Antony to the Tyrians, 296. 
Esaiah the prophet, ii. 42, and 47^ 
49> ei seq. His eulogium, 51. 
His prophecy concerning the 
Assyrians, 44. Concerning Cyrus 
210 years before his reign, 88.' 
The same read by Cyrus, t6. His 
prophecy concerning the temple 
of Onias, iv. 276. 
Esau, or Edom, i. 57* His birth, 43. 
Escol, i. 50. 

Esdras, ii. 104. His grief for the 
foreign marriages, 1 07* He reads 
the law of Moses to the people, 
108. He dies, 109. 
Essen, or high-priest's breastplate, 
i. 1 36. When its shining ceased, 
143. 
Essens honoured by Herod, ii. 371* 
Are against swearing, iii. 378. 
Their manners, rites, and doc- 
trines described, ii. 55, iii. 213, 
and iii. 376, et seq. They ab- 
stained from anointing them- 
selves with oil, i6. Their dili- 
gence in reading their sacred 
books, 378. Simon the Essen 
an interpreter of dreams, 51. 



Esther, ii. 1 16. Is married to the 
king, ib. Is concerned for the 
Jews, 119. Invites the king and 
Haman to an entertainment, 120. 

Ethan, i. 393. 

Ethbaal, or Ithobalus, king of Tyre, 
i. 440, iv. 295, 299, 300. 

Ethi, or Ittai the Gittite, i. 356. 

Ethnarch (Simon), ii. 21 9. Con- 
tracts thence dated, 220. 

(Anchelaus), iii. 46, 372. 

Euarates Cous, ii. 418, iii. 335. 

Euaristus Aruntius, iii. 125. 

Eve created, i. 8. Her fall, 10. 

Evi, king of the Midianites, i. 184. 

Evil-merodach, ii. 79, iv. 299. 

Euodus, freedman of Tiberius, liL 
83. 

Eupolemus's son John, ii. 188.' 

Eurycles slanders the sons of He- 
rod, ii. 194, iii. 332. He returns 
to his own country, 335. 

Eutychus, Agrippa's freedman and 
charioteer, iii. 77. • 

Eutychus Caius, Cssar's coachman, 
iii. 139. 

Exempt from military service, who, 
i. 205. 

Exorcisms, or forms for casting out 
daemons, composed by Solomon, 
i. 393. 

Ezechias, a ringleader of the rob- 
bers, ii. 275. 

Ezekiel, the prophet, ii. 57, 66. Is 
carried captive into Babylon, 59. 
His prophecy concerning the de- 
struction of the Jews, 6I. Hi« 
prophecy reconciled to that of 
Jeremiah, ib. 

Fabatus,. Csesar's servant, iii. 8. 

Herod's steward, 343. 
Fabius, governor of Damascus, ii. 

293, iii. 284. 
Fabius, a centurion, ii. 263. 
Factions, three in Jerusalem, W. 

123, ib. 
Fadus (Cuspius), procurator of Jii- 

dea, ii. 375, and iii. 154, 155, et 

seq. and 389. 
Famine in Judea in the 13th year 
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of Herod's reign^ ii. S60. An- 
other in the remn of Claudius, i. 
t5d, iii. l6l, and l67* A dismal 
fiunine in Jerusalem, iv. 167, 
1 77> and 206. For Saul's cruelty 
to the Gibeonites, i. 371* At 
Samaria, ii. 230. Famine and 
pestilence, two of the greatest 
evils, 62. 

Fannius the consul's decree in fa- 
vour of the Jews, ii. 285. 

■ , a Roman praetor, ii. 227* 

Fast observed at Jerusalem, ii. 318. 
On the day ^n which Pompey 
took Jerusalem, ib. 269* 

Fate unavoidable, i. 455, and iv. 
184, 193, 19^> 203, and 219- . 

Feast of unleavened bread. See 
Passover. Guests placed at feasts 
according to their condition, ii. , 
160. Funeral feasts among the 
Jews, iii. 360. 

Felicity too great, the cause of many 
evils, i. 428. 

Felix, ii. 293, iii. 284. Brother of 
Pallas, and procurator of Ju« 
dea, 172, 175, 394, 396. He 
punishes the mutineers, 178. Is 
accused at Rome, ib. 

Festivals of tlie Hebrews, i. 146. 
Three great ones, iii. 66, At 
those festivals Roman guards 
were posted at the temple, 390. 
Immunity granted them at those 
jfestivaLs by Demetrius Soter, ii. 
197* Celebrated by the Jews in 
shining garments, 240. And on 
^tiem aid no manner of work, i. 
1 48. Celebrated by the Gentiles 
in idleness and pleasure, 55. No 
mourning among the Jews at 
such times, ii. 109* Nor did 
they then travel far, 226. Eg}^^ 
tian women appeared at such 
times in public, i. 63. Wood 
carried on a festival day for the 
altar, iii. 417. Festival of dedi- 
cation of the temple by Judas 
Maccabeus, ii. 175. 
Festus (Porcius), procurator of Ju- 
dea, ill. 179* He dies, 181. 



Flaccus (Norbanua), pro-ooasul, 
iL 400. President of Syria^ iit. 
75, 

Flesh of horses, mules, &c. forbid- 
den to be brought within the 
walls of Jerusalem, ii. 153, 

Flies (the god of ) i. e. Beelzebub, 
the god of Ekron, ii. 4. 

Florus (Gessius), procurator of J u- 
den, iii. 57> and 154, and 183. 
Is the cause of the Jewish war, 
187, 194, 397, 401, 405. He ia 
derided by the people, 400« He 
plunders the city, 401. He ca- 
lumniates the Jews before Ces- 
tius, 405. 

Fonteius Agrippa, killed by the 
Scythians, iv. 244. 

Fountain near Jericho, iv. 100. la 
cured by Elisha, 101. Its won- 
derful virtue, ib. 

Friends never free from envy, i. 
273. 

Frigius (Titus), iv. 210. 

Fronto, iv. 211. 

Fulvia, a lady defrauded of her 
money by a Jew, iii. 6^. 

Furius, a centurion, ii* 263, iii. £69. 

Gaal protects the Shechemites a- 

gainst Abimelech, iv. 257* 
Gaam, i. 26. 

Gabaris, or Gabares, i. 392. 
Gabinius, ii. 258, iii. 268. Is made 
. president of Syria, 270, ii. 265, 

UL 274. 

Gad, the prophet, iv. 394. 

Gadara taken by Vespasian, iv. 96. 
The Gadarenes made prisoners, 
and killed, 1 5. 

Gaddis (John), ii. 192. 

Galadens, their queen Laodice, iL 
242. 

Galba, iii. 84. Succeeds Nero, iv. 
104. Is murdered in a conspi- 
racy, ib. 

Galilee comes all under the Roman 
dominion, iv. 54, 65. 

Galli, eunuchs so called, i. 204. 

Gallicanus, iv. 34. 

Gallui(iBliu8i), ii. 371. 



IKDXX. 



446 



OaUus (Cestiut), president of 8y- 
ria, iiL 218, 398. 

a centurioDf iv. 57. 

(Rubriufl)> iv. 244. 

Gamala besiegedj iv, 54i, et seq. 

Games of th0circua,iii. 110. 01yiii«- 
pie games restored by Herod, ii. 
397. Csesarean games instituted 
by Herod> 3d7sand iii. 315, 396- 
Ordained by Titus, on the birth- 
days cf£ bis lather and brother, 
iv. 238. 

Garizzim, its temple demolished, 
ii. 226\ 

Gauls, iii. 410. Possess at home 
the source of happiness, ib. Be- 
come Herod's lile-guards, 312. 

Gaza, taken and demolished, ii. 
241. 

Gazeans grievously punished by 
Jonathan, ii. 211. 

Gemellus ( Tiberius), iii. 82. 

■ ■, Herod's friend, expelled 
his court, ii. 409. 

Gentile gods not to be derided, in 
die opinion of Josephus, L 191> 
iv. 355. 

Geometry, invented by the long- 
lived patriarchy, i. 19- 

Gerad, the father of Ehud, L 238. 

Gerastratus, king of the Tyrians, 
iv. 299. 

Germanicus's house, iii. 121. The 
father of Caius, 82. Is sent into 
the east, 60. Is poisoned by 
PIso, ib. 

Germans described, iii. 410. Are 
enslaved by the'lioroans, iv. 221 . 
They muliny, iv. 242. A Ger- 
man's predictions oonoerning A- 
grippa, iii. 81. German guard, 
122. 

Ciressius Fknrus, procurator of Ju- 
dea. See Florus above. 

Gether, i. 25. 

Giants, i. 229, 372. Their remains 

■ in Hebron, 15(>, and 229. 

Gibeah, its inhabitants guilty of a 
rape, i. 231. 

Gibeonites, by a wile, make a cove- 
nant with Joshua, i. 21 8. Their 



fraud detected and punished t&. 
They are satisfied for the attempt 
of Saul to slay them, 371. 

Gideon's stratagem, i 2^. He 
dies, 244. 

Glaphyra, daughter of Archelaus, 
kingof Cappadocia, is married to 
Alexander, the son of Herod, ii. 
380. Her enmity with Salome, 
403, 319, iii> 325. Her pride^ ib. 
Her lamentation when her hus- 
band was put in chains, it 420. 
She is sent bade a widow to her 
father, iiL 3. She is afterwards 
married to Juba, king of Lybia, 
andaflerwards to Archelaus, eth- 
narch of Judea, 53. Her dream 
and death, ib. 

God (the true God), his presence in 
thetabemacle, i. 143. HismeTcy 
only obtained by religion, 227* 
His foreknowledge, and that his 
decrees cannot be avoided, 165. 
His will is irresistible, 8?. With- 
out his will nothing can happen, 
73. His providence assorted 
a^inst the Epicureans, iL ' 86. 
That nothing is concealed from 
him, i. 60. It is dangerous to 
disobey him, 286. Wiiether it 
is easier to serve God or man } 
429. He uses beasts to puttish 
the wicked, ii. 84. Judged to 
be only the god of the hills by 
the Syrians, i. 448. is net to be 
impeded cm by the wicked, 003. 
Delights not in sacrifices^ but in 
good men, 287. Is called on in 
time of danger, by even bad men, 
iii. 1 9. Foretels futurities, that 
men may provide against tbem, 
i. 69. Aifords assistance only 
when the case is desperate, 105. 
Delights in those that nromote 
his worship, ii. 394. DMoovers 
his ineffable name to Moses, L 
96. Is by nature merciful to the 
poor, EOO. Is omnipresent, 66, 
300. His bounty the cause of all 
men's happiness, 187* 

Gods (&be gods) of Laban stolen. 
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i SU or Catha in Persia, 
brought to Samaria, ii. 44. Of 
the conquered Amalekites, wor- 
shipped by Amaziah, 30. Of the 
heathen, not to be cursed or blas' 
phemed, in the opinion of Joie- 
phus, i. 191, iv. S55. Beelzebub, 
the god of flies, at Ekron, ii. 4. 

G<^'ath of Oath, a giant, i. 291- 
Challenges the Jews to a single 
combat, t6. Is slain by David, 
293. 

Gomer and Gomerites, i. 22. 

Gorgias, Governor of Jamnia, is 
put to flight, ii. 174. Has bet- 
ter success afterwards, 179* 

Gorion, the son of Josephus, and 
Simeon the son of Gamaliel, ex- 
hort the people to attack the mu- 
tineers, i V. 70. Is put to death, 9 1 • 

Gratus, procurator of Judea, iii. 76. 
Put^ Simon, Herod's old slave, to 
death, 41. Meets Varus coming 
to Jerusalem, 376. One Gratus 
discovers Claudius, and brings 
him out to be emperor, ] 34. 

Greeks called old nations by names 
of their own, i. 22. And put the 
Hebrew names into their own 
form, ib. 

Guards placed about the temple by 
the Romans, iii. 168. 

Hadad, king of Syria, i. 340. 

■ I , or Hadar, an Edomite, be- 

comes Solomon's enemy, i. 420. 

Hadadezer or Hadarezer, king of 
Sophene, or Zobah, i. 420. 

Hagar and Ishmael, are sent away 
by Abraham, i. 36. 

Haggai, a prophet, after the capti- 
vity, ii. 101, 102. He and Ze- 
chariah encourage the Jews to 
build their temple, t6. 

Haggith, David's wife, i. 379- 

Halicamasseans' decree in favour 
of the Jews, ii. 288. 

Haman, an enemy of the' Jews, ii. 
116. His edict against the Jews, 
in the name of Artaxerxes, 1 1 7. 
He orders a gibbet to be erected 



for Mordecai, 121. Is obliged 
to honour Mordecai, 122. The 
edict is contradicted, 125. He is 
hanged on his own gibbet, 123. 

Hannah, the wifeof Elkanah, i.259. 

Haran, the father of Lot, i. 26. 

Haran, or Charran, a city in Meso- 
potamia, i. 26. 

Harlots (common ones), excluded 
from marriage, i. 197* 

Hatch, or Acratheus, ii. 122. 

Havilah, the son of Cush, i. 23. 

Hazel, king of S3rria, i. 444. ii. 15. 
He plunders Judea, ii. 28. He 
dies, 29. 

Hazermaveth, i. 25. 

Hazo, or Azau, i. 26. 

Heb^, i. 25. 

Hebrews twice carried captives be- 
yond 'Euphrates, ii. 71* Thought 
by some to have come originally 
from Egypt, and not from Chal- 
dea, i. 8 1. Not put to servile la- 
bour, in the days of Solomon, 
413. They have peculiar rules 
about meats and drinks, 180. 
They fight the Canaanites against 
Moses's order, 16O. Ten tribes 
lived beyond Euphrates, and out 
of the bounds of the Roman em- 
pire, ii. 106. Their language and 
character come near to the Syriac, 
136. Their nouns have all the 
same formation and termination, 
i. 23. They have but one temple 
and altar, 19O. Met at Shiloh 
thrice in a year, 235. Only the 
two tribes under the dominion of 
the Romans, ii. IO6. An unex- 
ampled sedition among them, i. 
266. Their wise men, in the 
days of Solomon, 393. 

Hecatontomachi, ii. 239- 

Helcias the Great, iii. 92. 

— — treasurer of the temple, iii. 
180. 

Helena} queen of Adiabene, cm- 
braces the Jewish religion, iii. 
157. Goes to Jerusalem, 161. 
Is buried there, 1 66. 

Hepzibah, ii. 51. 
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Hercttles's teinple> iv. 295. 

Herennius Capito^ governor of Jam- 
nia^ iii. 76. 

Hcrmivis^ or Danaus^ king of Egypt, 
iv. SO9. 

Herod, the son of Antipater, ii. 275. 
iii. 274. Began to rule in Gali- 
lee in the ] 5th |^25th3 year of 
his age, ii. 275. Puts Ezechias 
and other robbers to death, t6. 
iii. 278. Being accused for it, he 
takes his trial, ii. 277* Makes 
his escape, 278. Goes to Sextus 
Csesar, and is by him made go- 
vernor of Celesy ria, ib. Is in fa- 
vour with Cassius and the Ro- 
mans, 290. Is made a governor 
of Syria by him, 291, iii. 282. 
Puts Malichus to death, 283. 
Beats Antigonus out of Judea, 
ii. 294. Bribes Mark Antony, 
^95. Is impeached by the Jews, 
but is notwithstanding made a 
tetrarch by Antony, 297- Gets 
tlie better of the Jews that oppose 
him, 16. Escapes the snares of 
the Parthians, 300. The acci- 
dents of his flight, 301, iii. 289- 
Goes to Egypt, and thence to 
Rhodes, and Uience to Rome, ii. 
304, et sea. iii. 292, el seq. Made 
king by the Roman senate, at the 
desire of Antony, ii. 305, iii. 292. 
Sails back to Judea, and fights 
against Antigonus, ii. 306. T^kes 
Joppa, and besieges Jerusalem, 
307^ iii* 294. Takes Sepphoris, 
ii. 309- Conquers his enemies, 
and the robbers in Judea, 310. 
Joins his troops with Antony's at 
the siege of Samosata, and is re- 
ceived there with great honour, 
3 1 3. Is providentially delivered 
from great dangers, 314, 315. 
Defeats Pappus, ib. Besieges 
Jerusalem, takes it, makes An- 
tigonus prisoner, and sends him 
in chains to Antony, 317, 318, 
iii. 303. Promotes his friends, 
•and destroys those of Antigonus, 
ii. 319. Marries the famous Ma- 



rianne, the daughter of Alex- 
andra, 322, iii. 302. Complains 
of Alexandra, his mother-in*law, 
ii. 323. Causes his wife's brother 
Aristobulus to be cunningly 
drowned at Jericho, 327* Is 
summoned by Antony to take 
his trial for it, 328. Brings An- 
tony over to his interest by 
bribes, 329. Puts Joseph to 
death, 331. Is solicited to adul- 
tery by Cleopatra, 332. Makes 
war against the Arabians by 
Antony's ordev, 334, iii. 306. 
His speech to the army in dis- 
tress after he had been beaten, ii. 
337^ iii. 308. He beats the Arfi- 
bians in battle, ii. 340, iii. 309. 
He puts Hyrcanus to death, ii. 
343. Herod's commentaries, ib. 
Orders Mariamne to be put to 
death, if he himself come to an 
ill end, 344. His presence of 
mind before Augustus Csesar, 
345. He is confirmed in his 
kingdom by Csesar, 345, iiL 310, 
ei seq. 1-1 e entertains Csesar 
magnificently, 311. He receives 
more favours from Csesar, and 
has his dominions enlarged, ii. 
369, iii' 311. He puts Mariamne 
his wife to death, ii. 350, et seq. 
iii. 520. He is very uneasy at 
her death, ii. 351, iii. 320. He 
is afflicted with a kind of mad^ 
ness by divine vengeance, iiL 2 1 , 
357- Departs from the manners 
and customs of the Jews, ii. 355. 
Builds theatres, and exhibits 
shows to the people, 356. A con- 
spiracy against him, 356. Bi^ilds 
a temple at Samaria, 359. A 
palace at Jerusalem, 364. And 
a citadel six furlongs from Jeru- 
salem, ib. Relieves the people 
in a great famine, 262. Marries 
Simon's daughter, 363. His po- 
licy, 364. He builds Cassarea, 
366. He sends his sons to 
Rome, 367. Builds a temple to 
Cecsar, 370. Esises tlie people of 
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•a third part of their taxes, ib. 
Forbids the people to meet to- 
j^ether privately, ib. Keeps his 
4ppiefl> and becomes one himself, 
16. Honours the Essens, 57 !• 
Rebuilds the temple at Jerusa- 
lem, 572, ill. 3 1 2. Makes a new 
law concerning thieves, ii. S79. 
Goes to Cflcsar, brings home his 
sons, and marries them, 880. 
Entertains Marcus Agrippa, 380. 
Eases his subjects of the fourth 
part of their taxes, 386. The 
quarrels in hid family, ib. He 
favours Antipater, in opposition 
to the sons of Mariamne, 388. 
Goes to Aquileia, and impeaches 
his sons at Rome before Ca»sar, 
390, Is reconciled to them, 394. 
iii. 321. Celebrates games in 
honour of Ccesar, ii. 396, Builds 
towns and castles, 397. Builds 
Apollo's temple and renews the 

Olympic game?, f A. iii. 31 7« His 
temper described, ii. SQS, He 
opens David's SL'pulchre, 402. 
He snsnects his kindred, 405. 
He is accused by Sylleus before 
Cajsar, 415. Ijis cruelty to his 
sons, 423. He accuses them in 
a council at Bervtns, 424. He 
hiquires of Nicolaus of Damas- 
cus what they think of him and 
his sons at Rome, 425. He 
orders them both to be strangled, 
427. Provides for their children, 
lu. 3. His wives and children,! v. 
72. He contracts marriages for 
Mariamne's children, iii. 341. Al- 
ters those contracts, i5. Sends 
Antipater to Caesar, 8, 342. Is 
made to believe that his brother 
Pheroras was poisoned, 10, 342. 
Finds the poison was for himself, 
11, 345. Tries Antipater, and 
puts him in chains, 20. His bit- 
terness in his old age, 22. He 
makes his will, ib. His terrible 
siclcness, 25, 355, 357. His bar- 
barous order for murdering the 
principal of the Jews, 26. He 



attempts to murder himsell^ 97* 
He alters his will, S8. His cha* 
racter, ib. His death, and bu- 
rial, ib. 358, €i €eq. His trill 
opened and read, 29* Not to 
take place till confirmed by Cfl^* 
sar, 48. 

Herod, the son of Herod, made 
tetrarch, iii. 57, 87, 384. He 
builds towns in honour of CaBsar, 
383. Sends a letter to Cs?sar, 6S. 
Makes war upon Aretas, king of 
Arabia, 70. Is banished, ib. 8S5. 

— — , half-brother to the tetrarch, 
111. 69. 

", son of Aristobulus, by Sa- 



lome, iii. 73. 

-, son of Aristobulus, by Ber- 



nice, Salome's daughter, iii. 3, 
338. 

-, Herod's son by Mariamne, 



Simon's daughter, iii. 3, 8, 63, 
340, 342. Is blotted out of He- 
rod's will, 347. 

-, Herod's son by Cleopatra 



of Jerusalem, iii*. 4, 340. 

•, Agrippa senior's brother. 



king of Chalcis, iii. 142. He 
marries Mariamne, daughter of 
Josephus, by Oly mpias, king He- 
rod's daughter, 78. He has the 
power over the temple given him 
by Claudius, 157. His death, 
and children, 167, 385. 

-, son of Phasaelus and Sa- 



lampsio, iii. 72. 

-, Polemo's brother, king of 



Chalcis, iii. 1 50. 
Herod ias, daughter of Aristobulus, 
by Bemice, Salome's daughter, 
iii. 70, 338. Agrippa senior's 
sister, and wife of Herod the te- 
trarch, envies Agrippa his royal 
dignity, 87, 384. Follows her 
husband in his banishment, 89. 
Married to Herod, son of Herod 
the Great, by Mariamne, Simon's 
daughter, 73, 74. Afterward 
married to Herod, the former 
husband's brother, while her 
former husband was alive, 79* 
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Hesekiah, king of Jiidah, ii. 40. 
His reli^fious speech to the peo- 
ple, ib. His lustration of the 
temple, and solemn celebration 
of 'the passover, 41, 42. Hef 
makes war upop the Philistines, 
ib. Defends himself from Sen- 
nacherib, 47* Recovers from 
sickness, 49* Dies, 51. 
Hin, an Hebrew measure, i. ISp. 
Hiram,kingof Tyre, David's fViend, 
i. 334. Sends ambassadors to 
Solomon, i. 394. 
Historians, their duty, ii. 253. 
Hophni, son of Eli, i. 258, He h 

slain in battle, 261. 
House of the forest of Lebanon, i. 

414. 
Hoshea, king of Israel, ii. 40. He 

is made a prisoner, 43. 
Huldah, the prophetess, ii. 5i. 
Human sacritioe, ii. 8. 
Hur, a prince of the Midianites, i. 
184. A head of the Ephrai- 
mites, 392. 
Hushai,!. 356, 358, etseq, 363etscq. 
Huz, i. 26. 

Hymns, composed by David in va- 
rious sorts of metre, i. 372. 
Hyrcanus, son of Joseph Tobias, 
ii. 158. His artful invention, 159. 
He is sent to Ptolemy, and kmd- 
ly received by him, 159. His 
actions and death, 162. 
— — — (John), son of Simon tlie 
Maccabee, escapes being slain, 
ii. 222. Attacks Ptolemy, 223, 
iii. 255. Is made high-priest, ii. 
223, iii. 255. Is besieged by An- 
tiochus, ii. 224. Buys a peace 
with 3000 talents, Uken out of 
David's sepulchre, 226. Marches 
into S3rria, and recovers the towns 
that had been taken away, and 
renews the alliance with the Ro- 
mans, 227y €t seq. His inter- 
course with God, 230. His 
dream concerning his sons, 236. 
He was an ethnarch, high-priest, 
' and prophet, iii. 256. His death 
and eulogium, ii. 233. 

TOL. IV. 



•Hyrcanus II. sonof Alexander Jan« 
neus, made high-priest, ii. 24f>, 
iii. 263. Agrees 'to leave the 
civil government to his brother, 
ii. 254. His inactive genius, 
and why he fled to Aretas, 255. 
He in vain tries to bribe Scaurus 
to be for him, 257* Pleads 
against his brother before Pom- 
pey, 'i5Q, Recovers tlie high- 
priesthood, 263. Is confirmed 

thereinby Caesar, 278, iii. 277. Is 
honoured by the Romans and 
Athenians, ii. 273. And by Ju« 
liusCa^sar, 280. la taken pri. 
soner, and has his ears cut off by 
An tigon u s, 302. Is released by 
the Parthians, and returns -to 
Herorl, 321. He is perfidioualy 
treated, and put to death by him, 
322. 
Hystaspes, father of Darius, ii. 92. 

Jabesh, father of Shallum, ii. SQ, 

Gilead demolished, i. 234. 

Jabin, king of Canaan, enslaves 
the Israelites, i. 239* 

Jacimus, or Alcimus, tlie wicked 
high-priest, ii. 183. 

Jacob bom, i. 43. Contracts with 
Laban for Rachel, 49. He 
wrestles with an angel, 54. His 
sons, 50. He privately departs 
from Laban, 51. H is posterity, 
when he went down into Egj'pt, 
81. He weeps upon sending 
away his son Benjamin into 
Egypt, 73. He meets with his 
brother Esau, 53. 

-, son of Sosas, iv. 78, 147. 
-, an Idumean, hetruy% his 



country, iv. IO6. 

Jadus, or Jaddua, son of John, 
high-priest, ii. 129- He meets 
Alexander in his pontiiical gar- 
ments, 132. . He dies, 133. 

Jadon, the prophet, i. 425. Is 
killed by a lion, 426. 

Jael, wife of Heber the Kenite^ 
kills Sisera, i. 240. 

Jahasial the prophet, ii. 2. 

eg 
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Jamblicus, a Syrian ruler^ ii. 27I9 

iii. 276. 
James, the brother of Jesus Christ, 
stoned, iii. 181. 

Janias, Idng of Egypt, iv. 29O. 

Japhet, i. 19* If^at countries his 
-sons possessed, 22. 

Jarden, a woodland, surrounded by 
Bassus, iv.^255. 

Jared, L 15. 

Jason, or Jesus, iL 1 64. 

, son of Eleazar, ii. 187. 

Javan, i. 22. 

Ibhar, or Jeban,sonof David, i. 335. 

Ibi^ an animal in Egypt that de- 
stroys serpents, i. 92. 

Ibsan, judge of Israel after Jeph- 
tha, i. 249. 

Ide, a freedwoman, iiu 63. She is 
hanged, 64. 

Idumeans, ii. 176, iv. 77, 82, et seq. 
Refuse to give the Israelites pas- 
sage, i. 1 70. Turn Jews, ii. 227. 
Are but; half Jews, 308. Coee,. 
their former idol, 353, Celebrate 
the Jewish festivals, iii. 88. 

Jeban, or Ibhar» David's son, i. 885. 

Jebosth us, or Ishbosheth, Saul's son, 
is made king, i. 325, He is trea- 
cherously murdered, 831. 

Jecoliah, ii. 34. 

Jedidiah, king Josiah's mother, iL 
58. 

Jehoahaz, king of Judah, ii. 57. He 
dies in Egypt, 5S. 

, son of Jehu, king of Is* 
rael, ii. 26. 

Jehoash, son of Ahaziah, saved, ii. 
23. Is made king, 24. Mur- 
dered, 27. 

Jehoiachin, or Jeconiah> king of 
Judah, ii. 60. 

Jehoiada, i. 832. 

Jehoiakim, king of Judah, ii. 60, 
et teq. He rebels against the 
Babylonians, 58. ^ He is slain by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and cast out at 
the gate of Jerusalem, 59. 

Jehonadab, an old fHend of Jehu's, 
11. 21. 

Jehoram, king of Judah,]i. 8, el seq. 
, king of Israel, ii. 5. His 



expedition against the Modi>ites, 
6. Hisdistemper, and death, 18. 
Jdioshaphat, the son of Ahitub, L 
842. 

■ , a pious king of Judah, 
i. 45 1 , ii. 1 . Pardoned for making 



an alliance with Ahab, ib. His 
fleet l»roken to pieces, 4. His 
death, 5. ' 
Jehoshebah, sister of Ahazii^, king 

of Judiid), ii. 28. 
Jehu, son of Nimshi, i. 444. Is 
made king of Israel, ii. 1 8. His 
actions, 20, et seq. He puts 
Baal's prieste to death, 22. He 
dies, 25. 

, the prophet, the son of Ha- 
nani, i. 436. 
Jenae, David's son, i. 335. 
Jephtha puts the Ammonites to 
flight, i. 248. Sacrifices his daugh- 
ter (according to the opinion of 
Josephus,) ib. Makes a great 
slaughter among the Ephraim- 
ites, 249. 
Jeremiah the prophet, ii. 57- His 
lamentations upon the death of 
Josiah, ib. His prophecy against 
Jerusalem,58,6l,64. His scribe 
Baruch, 59. He is accused, and 
discharged, ib. His prophecy 
read in the temple, and his roll 
burnt, ib. His prophecy of the 
Jews' release from captivity, 62. 
He is put in prison and thrown 
into the dungeon, 6$. Is left 
with Baruch in Judea, after Ze- 
dekiah's captivity, 68. 
Jericho tak^i, i. 214. Its febuilder 
cursed, ib. It is plundered by 
the Romans, ii. 314. 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, con- 
spires against Solomon, i. 421. 
He is made king of the ten tribes, 
423. Erects golden calves, 424. 
His hand withered, 425. His 
expedition against Abijah, 482. 
He dies, 434. 

■ II. son of Jehoahaz, king 
of Israel, ii. 32. Makes war a- 
gainst the Syrians, ib. He dies, 
34. 
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Jernsalem taken by David, L 8S3. 
Whence that name was derived, 
384. Besieged and taken by the 
Bibylonians, ii. 62, 64. Besie- 
ged and taken by Pompey, 262. 
By Herod and Soaius, 317, 319. 
By Ptolemy, the son of Lagns, 
134. How many times taken, 
iv. 283. Made tributary to the 
Romans, 270. Levelled with the 
ground, 284. Declared holy, in- 
violable, and free, by Demetrius, 
king of Syria, 203. Two cita^ 
dels therein, 360, Who first 
built it, 234. Situated in the 
middle of Judea, iv. 7* Set on 
fire by the Romans, 229> A isLSt 
kept there yearly, ii. 318. As 
also when it was taken by Pom- 
pey, and by Herod and Sosius, 
262, 318. A Jebusite king of 
Jerusalem^ with four others, 
make war on the Gibeonites, ^i. 
229. They are put to flight by 
Joshua, t6. Jerusalem described^ 
iv. 1 36, ei seq. 

Jeruahah, Jotham's mother, iL 33. 

Jessaij the son of Achimaas, L 373. 

Jessf , the son of Obed, and father 

ofDavid, i. 291. 
Jesus Christ, a testimony to him, 

ilL 62. 
Jesus, the son of Phabet, deprived 
of the high-priesthood, ii. 363. 

-, son of Ananus, hb ominous 
damour, and death, iv. 217* 
-— > or Jason, iL l64. 

the son of Sapphias, gover- 
nor of Tiberias, iiL 200, 208, 435. 
brother of OniaB> deprived 
of the high-priesthood by Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, ii. 325. 

-, son of Gamaliel, made high- 
priest, iii. 183. 
-, the eldest priest after Ana- 



. nus, iv. 78> 86. His speech to 
die Idumeans, 78, et teq. 

-9 son of Damneus, made high* 
priest, ill. 183. 
-, son of Gamala, iii. 215, 217^ 
-, or Josbva, the son of Nud^ L 



156. Becomes the successor of 
Moses, 185. Commands the Is- 
raelites against the Amalekites, 
1 18. Prophesies in the life-time 
of Moses, 207. Leads the Israel- 
ites to the river Jordan, 212. 
Consults about the partition oif 
the land, 222. His speech to the 
two tribes and half, 223. His 
death, 227. 

Jesus, son of Saphat, ringleader of 
the robbers, iv. 44. 

y son of Thebttthus, a pnest, 

iv. 227. 

Jeshua, son of Josedek, ii. 98. 

Jetbro, the Midianite, i. 229. 

Jews governed of old by an aristo- 
cracy, ii. 266, iii. 273. Jewish 
. priests careful to marry accord- 
ing to their law, iv. 285. At 
Alexandria, had equal privileges 
with the Greeks, iii. 425. Are in 
great danger at Antioch, iv. 240. 
At Ecbatana near Galilee^ iii. 
198. Are cut off at Csesarea, 
421. At Scythopolis, 422. Are 
in factions onaccount of the high- 
priesthood, ii. 164. Are killed 
on the sabbath-day, 166. Jews 
beyond Euphrates, 824. At Alex- 
andriain Egypt, and Cyprus, 2S0. 
Go to war under Alexander the 
Greaty 132. Are carried into 
£g3rpt by Ptolemy Lagi, 139. 
Are banished Rome, iii. 65. De- 
sire to be a Roman province, 45. 
Are favoured by Seleucus Nlca- 
tor, iL 149. By Vespasian and 
Titus, 150. By Marcus Agrippa, 
ib. By Antiochus the Great, ib. 
Are shut up in the Hippodrome, 
bat afterwards released, iii. 26. 
Pray for the welfare of the Spar- 
tans, ii. 212. Antiochus, a Jew, 
jKCuses his own father at Anti- 
och, iv. 239. Egyptians and Ty- 
rians chiefly hated the Jews^ 
290. Demetrius remits them 
partoftheirtribute,ii.l97« Jews 
at Alexandriaare allowed an eth- 
narch or alabarch, 269. Are al- 
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lowed to gather tlieir sacred col- 
. lections at Rome, ^82. Are de- 
. rived from the same origin with 
the Spartansj l62. Have their 
own laws under . Alexander the 
Great, 133. Are prohibited to 
meddle with foreign women, 158. 
Are very tenacious of their own 
laws, iv. 301. Ambassador's 
place at Rome in the theatre, ii. 
Ui^'Z. Are numerous at Alexan- 
dria, 269. The form of their go- 
vernment, 103. Their quarrel 
with the Syrians at Cacsarea 
about their privileges, iii. 179> 
Their marriages, iv. 348. They 
' had a synagogueat Antioch, 2S7. 
Their privileges under the Ro- 
mans, ii. SS2. They send an em- 
bassy to Caesar against Arche- 
laus, iii. 44. The Asiatic Jews 
send an embassy to Cssar, ii.399- 
. A great slaughter of Jews, iii. 1 OG, 
. .*?0I, iv. 266. Their calamities in 
Mesopotamia and Babylonia, iii. 
97. Beginningofthe Jewish war, 
187* Antiquity of the Jewish 
rites, ii. 38(). Towns in Syria, 
Phoenicia, and Idumea, belong- 
ing to the Jews, 247. 
Jezaniah, ii. 68. 
Jesebel, Ahab's wife, i. 439- I" 

torn to pieces by dogs, iL 20. 
Images, or brazen oxen, were not 
. law ful to be made by Solomon, 
in tile opinion of Josephus, i. 
. 419* Images of aniiuals are 
a^^ainst the Jewish law, ii^ 357, 
3G5, iii. 339. To set them up, 
nr consecrate them^ was forbid- 
den the Jews, i. 127. 
Irapostorsthroughout Judea,iii.l 75 
inceuse only to be offered by the 

posterity of Aaron, ii. 35. 
Infants murdered in Egypt, i. S6. 
Innocence makes man courageous, 

ii. 171. 
Joab, general of David's army, i. 
334. Takes the citadel of Jeru- 
. salem, iO. Conspires with Ado- 
nijah, 380, et teq. 



Joathah, or Jotham, high-priest, i. 

388, ii. 67. 
Joazar, son of Boethus, higb-priest, 

iii. 24, 53, 57. Is deprived by 

Archelaus, 50, 57* 
Johanan, son of Kareah, ii. 68. He 

pursues after Ishmael, 70. 
John Hyrcanus. See Hyrcanus. 
the Baptist put to death by 

Herod, iii. 70. 
', the son of Dorcas, iv. 68. 
called Gaddis, Jonathan's 



brother, is killed, ii. 1 92. 
John, son of Levi, rebuilds Ois- 
chala, iii. 197, 438. An enemy 
to Josephus, iii. 200, 208, 439. 
Airosatabsolutedorainion, iv.75. 

-, son of Sosas, iv. 78. 
— , the Edsene, iii. 435, iv. 3. 
— , son of Judas, biglupriest, ii. 
127. Murders his brother in 
the temple, 128. 

-, captain of the Idumeans, 



killed, iv. 152. 
-, son of Eliasib, ii. 107* 

Joktan, i. 25. 

Jonadab, Amnon's kinsman, i. 350. 
Son of Sameas, 352. He kills 
a giant, 372. 

Jonas, the prophet, ii. 32, el $eq» 

Jonathan, son of Ananus^ iii. 147* 
Refuses the high-priesthood, ib. 
His actions, 395. He is mur- 
dered by the Sicarii, ib. 

, called Apphus, the Mac- 
cabee, ii. 168. He makes a 
league with Aiitiochus Eupator, 
iii. 254. Is surprised by Trypho, 
and killed, ib. 

-, son of Saul> beats a gar« 



rison of the Philistines, i. 281. 
Reconciles Saul to David, 297- 
His conference with David^ 300. 
Is slain in battle by the Philis- 
tines, 322. 

-, a Sadducee, provokes Hyr- 



canus agaiiist the Pharisees, 238. 
-, a Jew, challenges t-ie Ro- 



mans to single combat, iv. 203. 
He in killed bv Priscun, 204. 

, son of AbiAthar, i. 35& 
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Jonatlian, a ringleader of the Sica- 

rii, iv. 278. 
— — ,thehigh«prie«t, murder- 
ed by the order of Felix, ilL 1 76. 
-^ the Maccabee, made 



commander of the Jews after 
Judas Ji. 191. With his brother 
Simon defeats the Nabateans, 1 9^. 
Makes peace with Hacchides, 
194. Restores the divine wor- 
ship, 195. Defeats Demetrius's 
captains, I96. Renews the league 
with the Romans and Spartans, 
2 1 2. His letter to the Spartans, 
ib. He is killed by Trypho, 219. 

Joppa taken by the Romans, iii. 
430. Demolished, iv. 42. 

Joram, high^priest, ii. 67* 

Jordan, the Israelites pass over it, 
i.213. 

Josedek, high-priest, at the capti- 
vity, ii. 67* 

Joseph, son of Zacharias, ii. 178. 

■ MM , son of Antipater, iL 270, 
iii. 274. 

Cabi, son of Simon the 



high-priest, iii. ] 80. He is de- 
prived, 182. 

', son of CaiTius, is made 



high-priest, iiL 157* He is de- 
prived, 167. 

-, called Caiphus, is made 



high-priest, iiL 58. He is de- 
prived, 67- 

-, son of a female physician, 



stirs up a sedition at Gamala, 
iii. 214. 

, son of Daleus, iv. 2 1 5. 

-,8on of£llemua,officiate8for 



Matthias the higlv-priest, iii. 24. 
-,.a relation of Archelaus, 



iiL 870. 

, a treasurer, ii. 344. 
■ , son of Gorion, iiL 434. 



■ ■ ■ ■■, Herod's uncle, ii. 328. He 
marries Salome, Herod's sitter, 
iiL 319. He discovers his in- 
junction to kill Mariamne, and is 
put to death, ii. 331, iiL 319. 
', Herod's brother, ii. 309- 



296. His death, ii. 313, iii. 29 J. 

Joseph, son of Joseph, Herod's 
brother, iii. 74. 

, son of Tobias, reproaches 

his Uncle Onias, ii. 156. Goes 
on an embassy to Ptolemy, ib. 
Becomes his tax-gatherer, 157- 
' Goes to Syria togatlier the taxes, 
ib. His wealth and children, 
1^8. Begets Hyrcanus on his 
brother's daughter, t6. Dies, 162. 
, son of Jacob, his dreams. 



He is sent into Idumea, 16. iii. 



i. 58, et uq. He is sold to the 
Ishmaelit^ 6I. His chastity, 
63. He is put in prison, 65. He 
is released, 67* He discovers 
his brethren, 70. He tries them, 
74. He discovers himself to 
tliem, 79* His death, 85. 

Josephus, son of Matthias, made 
governor of Galilee, iii. 435. His 
danger at Tariches, 439* He 
reduces Tiberias by a stratagem, 
443. Is in great danger again, 
iv. 180. His mother laments 
him as dead, ib. His speech to 
the Taricheans, iii. 2C^. His 
stratagems, 210, t5. 218, et se(^. 
224,227,230. He escapes a great 
danger, iv. 2 1 , 28, 29. He goes 
to Tiberias, iii. 209. His won- 
derful dream, 217* His father 
put in chains, iv. 180. His love 
to his country, 225. He is be- 
trayed by a woman, 34. He 
surrenders himself to Nicanor, 
35. His speech to his com- 
panions, 36. He is in danger 
of his life, 38. , He advises the 
casting of lots, 39. He is car- 
ried to Vespasian, ib. His speech 
to Vespasian^ 16. He is hononr- 

' ed by Vespasian and Titua, 40, 
iii. 24 1 , e/ Jteq. By Domitian and 
Domitia, 243. He is set at liber- 
ty, iv. 117* His speeches to the 
J ews,ad vising them to surrender, 
l60,'196. He is accused of a con- 
spiracy, 278. Titus gives him 
lands in Judea, iii. 243. He had 
in all throe wives, 241 . His chil- 
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dreD, 248. He was greatly skill- 
ed in Hebrew aiid Ghreek learn- 
ing, 1 89- Of the sect of Phari- 
sees, 19^- He goes to Rome, t6. 
He is made governor of Galilee, 
195. Frees the Sepphoritet from 
fear, ib. Stays in Galilee, 199* 
His moderation, 201. His de- 
sign in writing the Antiquities, 
ii. 258. His diligence in writing 
history, ib. He promises other 
works, i. 6, iii. 189* And a book 
of Jewish customs, and their rea- 
sons, i. 189. When he finished 
the Antiquities, iii. 190. When 
he was bom, 19I. His conduct 
in Galilee, 195, He appeals to 
Vespasian, Titus, and others, for 
the truth of his history, 248. 

Joahoa the son of Nun. JSee Jetns. 
, the son of Sie, high-priest, 
iii. 51. 

Josiah, king of Judah, hb piety, 
ii. 58. His death, 57* 

Jotapata besi^ed, taken and de- 
n^olished, iv. 16, 84. 

Jotham, son of Gideon, his parable 
to the Shechemites, L 244. 

— , king of Judah, ii. 87« His 
death, 88. 

Ireneus, the pleader, iii. 83. 

Iron harder than gold, or silver, or 
brass, ii. 76. Blunted by slaugh- 
ter, 289. 

Isaac, L 81. 

Isaiah. See Esaiah. 

Ishbosheth, son of Saul, is made 
king, i. 827* He is murdered by 

; treachery, 331. 

Ishmael, i. 81. 

■ , son of Nethaniah, murders 
Gedaliab, the son of Ahikam, ii. 

7a 

Isis, her temple polluted and de- 
molished, iii. d2. 

Israel. See Jacob. 

Israelites numbered, i. 153, 375. 
Their religious zeal slackened, 
*244. They are carried captive 
int^ Media ^d Persia, ii. 48. 

hnUb, or Ishtob, king, i. 844. 

Isus, high-priest, ii. 67* 



Ithamar, son of Aaron, i. 158. His- ' 
family, 882. It loaes the high* 
priesthood, 486. 

Ithobalus, or Ethbaal, king of Tyre, 
i. 439, iv* 296, 300. 

Juba, king of Libya, iii. 53. 

Jubal, i. 12. 

Jubilee, i. 152. 

Jucundus, one of Herod's life- 
guard, raises a calumny against 
Alexander, ii. 418. 

— — — - (EmiUus), iii. 482. 

, captain of horse, ilL 999- 

Judadas, or Dedan, i. 28. 

Judea, it begins at Cofeac, n. 260. 
A great earthquake in Judea, 
SS6. lU fertility, iv. 801. Con- 
tains 8,000,000 acres of good 

• land, f6. Its descriptioo, fL 
Length, breadth, and limits, 6. 
But lately known to die Gredur 
289. When first so called, ii* 
111. Abounding with pasture, 
384, iv. 6. Taken by ArdieUus, 
and annexed to Syria, iii. 54. 
Parted by Gabinus into five 
jurisdictions, ii. 266. Made 
tributary to the Romans, 27O, 
et seq, 

Judas the Essen, a prophet, iL M5, 
iii. 258. 

• ■ , a Galilean or Gaulonite, the 

author of a fourth sect among the 
Jews, iii. 58,54,56,and l67>^875. 
-, the son of Jaims, is slain. 



iv. 255. 

, son of Aminadab, ii. 99* 

the Maocabee, ii. l63. Sue* 



ceeds Matthias his father, I7(k 
iii. 252. His speecti to his men 
before a battle, ii. 178. He is 
victor, 174. He comes to Jeru- 
salem, and restores the temple- 
worship, 175. Takes vengeanee 
on the Idumeans and others,- }76w 
Besieges the citadel at Jemn- 
lem> 181. Is made hxgl^pneaty 
187. Makes an alliimee with 
the Romans, ib. Fights Bac- 
chidesy I89. Is kfllad in the 
battle 190. : 
— ^, son of Chapseus, ii. 212. 
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Judas, son of Sarripheus, or Sep* 
phoreus, iii. 22, 355. 

, SCO of Eliasib, high^priest, 
ii. 127. 

-, son of Ezekias, ringleader 



of the robbers, iii. 40, 36'8. 

Judges of the Hebrews, single go- 
vernors, ii. lOS. 

— — at Jerusalem, the Sanhe- 
drim, ii. 2. 

of the council in Syria and 



PhcBnicia,ii.91. Seven inferior 
judges in every city, but an ap- 
peal from them to the great San- 
hedrim at Jerusalem, i. 192. 

Juelus, high-priest, ii. 67* 

Julia, or Livia, Augustus Caesar's 
wife, ii. 396, iii. 3. 

, Caius's sister, iii. 189. 

Julian of Bithynia, a valiant cap- 
tain, iv. 193. 

Julius Caesar. See Decrees. 

— .- Lupus, iii. 132. 

, commander of a Roman le- 
gion, ii. 329. 

Jupiter Hellenus's temple upon 
Mount Geriszim, ii. l68. 

— — the conqueror's temple, iii. 
138. 

— Olympius's temple, iv- 297. 
Hi^ sUtue, iii. 108. 

Justus, son of Josephus, iii. 243. 

— — of Tiberias, the historian, 
232. When he published his 
history, ib. He is condemned 
by Vespasian, but saved by King 
Agrippa, 241. 

-, son of Pistus, stirs up sedi- 



tion, iiL 196. His character, ib. 
laates, son of Queen Helena, em- 
braces the Jewish religion, iii. 
I57f 159. Is circumcised, ib. 
Conquers his enemies, l64, 165. 
Succeeds Monobazus, 158. He 
dies, 166. His children and bre- 
thren are besieged in Jeruaalem, 
iv. 223. 

Kareah, iL 68. 
Kemuel, son of Nahor, i. 26. 
Keturah, Abraham's last wife, i. 40. 
King^ hisprincipal qualifications, i. 



3S6. Threedtttiesof agood king, 
piety towards God, justice to- 
wards his subjects, and care of 
the public welfare, ii. 37* Need 
not give account of his actions, 
in the opinion of Antony, 329* 
Should be eminently good, i. 
318. 

Kings of David's race, how many, 
ii. 67. 

Kingdom, areward of virtue, 1.269* 

Kittim, i. 22. 

Korah raises a sedition, i. 1 6 1 . Pe« 
rishes with his followers, l67* 

Laban, son of Bethuel, i. 26. His 

fraud, 49. 
Labour, nothing gotten without it, 

i. 119. 

Laborosoarchod, or Laboaordacus, 
ii. 80, iv. 298. 

Lacedemonians derived from Abra- 
ham, as well as the Jews» iL 1 62, 
212. 

Lamedi, L 12. 

Languages confounded, i. 21. 

Laodice, queen of the Gileadites, 
ii. 242. 

Laodiceans, their letter to Caius 
Rubilius, in &vour of the Jews, 
ii. 286. 

Lasthenes, a Cretan, ii 202, 207. 

Laws given the Israelites by Moset 
upon Mount Sinai, i. 123, ei teq 
and 189> ei seq. To be read on 
the feast of Tabernacles, I9I. To 
be learned by children above all 
things, ib. 'To be written in the 
mind and memory, t6. Forbid 
the punishment of children for 
their parent's crimes, ii. 30. Oiw 
der a rebellious son to be stoned, 
424. Martial lairs, iv. 350^ ISie 
tables of the law or ten conuoMVid- 
roents, i. 1 24. Law of Moses 
translated into Greek under Pto- 
lemy Philadelphns, 3, ii. 136. 
Law made by Herod, to sell 
thieves to foreigners, 379- Law 
carried in triumph at Rome^ it. 

247. 
Laws among the Persians led to the 
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interpretation of seven persons, 
ii. 1 1 4, e/ seq, 

Lentulus's decree in favour of the 
Jews, ii. ^^5, 

I^idus killed Caius iii. 111. 

(Larcius), iv. 210. 

Leprous persons obtain places of 

• honour among several nations, i. 
149. Are to live out of cities by 
the Samaritan and Jewish laws, 
ii. 1 3. They resolve in a famine 
to go over to the enemy, ib. 

Lietters of the alphabet, W'hether 
brought into Greece by Cadmus 
and the Phenicians, iv. 281. 

■ of Solomon, and Hiram and 

the Tyrians, i. S94, et scq. Of 
Xerxes, king of the Persians, to 
Ezra, ii. 204. Of Artaxerxes to 
the governors near Judea, 124. 
Of Antiochus the Great to Pto- 
lemy Epiphanes, 151. Of the 
Samaritans to Antiochus Theos, 
1 67- Of Alexander Balas to Jo- 
nathan, 1 96. Of Onias to Pto- 
lemy and Cleopatra, 1 98. Of Pto- 
lemy and Cleopatra to Onias, 200. 
Of Demetrius to Jonatlian and 
the Jewi, 207. Of Julius Caesar 
to the Roman magistrates, 280. 
and to the Sidonians, 281. Of 
Mark Antony to the Tyrians, 296. 

l/cvites exempted from the military 
functions, i. ]53. 

Levite's concubine abused by the 
inhabitants of Gibeah, i. 232. 

Levitical tribe consecrated by Mo- 
ses, i. 1 48. Their allowance, 1 69. 
How many cities belonged to 
them, ih, 

Liberius Maximus, governor of Ju- 
dea, iv. 255. 

Liberty granted the Jews by De- 
metrius, ii. 19s. 

Libys, i. 23. 

Longinua, a tribune, iii. 432. 
'■ ' (Cassius), president of 

Syria, iii. 157. 

*— — — ^'s bravery, iv. 155. 

LoDgus, a valiant Roman, kills 
himself, iv. 205. 



Lot, i. 25, 29. 

Lot's wife, i. 8S. 

Lucilius Bassui talces Macherus^ 

iv. 251. 
Lucullus, ii. 261. 
Lupus, governor of Alexandm^ 

iv. 275. 
Lycurgus, iv. 351. 
Lydda burnt, iii. 428. 
Lysanius, son of Ptolemy, is put ta 

death, ii. 382. 
Lysias, commander of Antiochus'a 

army, ii. 172. 
Lysimachns obtains the govem* 

ment of the Hellespont after the 

death of Alexander, ii. 134. 

Maacah, Rehoboam's wife, i. 428. 

Maachah, son of Nahor by his con- 
cubine Reuma, i. 26. 

Maaseiah, son of Ahaz, slain in bat- 
tle, ii. 39- 

— — , governor of the city, ik 
56. 

Maccabees, their history, iu l6S, 
et seq, 

Macedonians governed by a Ro- 
man proconsul, iii. 4X)9- 

Macheras, ii. 311, ^13, iii. 29a, et 
seq» 

surrenders to Bassus, in 

order to set Eleazar at liberty, 
iv. 254. 

Machines or engines of the Ro- 
mans, for casting stones, iv. 148. 
Of how great force, 25. 

Machir, i. 343. 

Madai, or Medes, i. 22. 

Madianites, er Midianites, bring' 

Israel into subjection, i. S41. 

Moses makes war upon them^ 

' and beats diem, 1 83. Their wc 

men seduce the Israelites, 1 79. 

Magician, a, iiL 395. 

Magog, i. 22. 

Mahalaleel, i. 15. 

Mahlon, son of Elimelech^ r. 2S6. 

Malaleel, i. 16. 

Malchishua, son of Saul, L 322. 

Malchus, or Malichus, king of tbe 
Arabians, ii. 208, 303, iiL 29U 
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Malichufl, n Jewish commander^ ii« 
265, iii. 272, 281. He poisons 
Antipater, ii. 291 • He is a great 
dissembler, 292. He is killed 
by a device of Herod, 16. 

Malthace, Archelaas's mother, dies, 
iii. 37* She was a Samaritan^ 
and Herod's wife, S40. 

Mambres, or Mamre, i. SO. 

Manaem, or Menaham, ii. 36. 

Manahero, an Essen, ii. 371* 

■ , son of Judas the Gali* 
lean, iii. 194, 41S, ei seq. 

Manaaaes, king of Judah, iL 51. 
He i» carried into captivity, 53. 
He is sent back to his kingd(Hn, 
and dies, 52. 

, brother of Jaddua, mar- 
ries the daughter of Saballat, ii. 
128. He is made high-priest 
among the Samaritans, 154. 

Manlius (Lucius), son of Lucius, 
ii. 227. 

Manna rained from heaven, i. 1 1 4. 
The signification of theword, 1 1 5. 
A sort of manna fell in Arabia 
in the days of Josephus, ib. 

Manneus, son of Laxarus, iv. 1 84. 

Manoah, i. 250. 

Manslaughter suspected, how pur- 
ges! among the Jews, L 193. 

Marcellus, iii. 65. 

Marcus, or Murcus, president of 
Syria after SeztusCssar, ii. 29O, 
iii. 281. 

Maria, a noble woman, eats her 
own child, iv. 207. 

Mariamne, Agrippa senior's daugh- 
ter by Cypros, ii. 78, 892. 

■ , or M iriam, Moses' sister, 
dies, i. 170. 

-, is married to Herod, iii. 



Mariamne, daughter of Agrippa 
nior, married to Archelaus, iii. 
172. Divorced, 875. Afterward 
married to Demetrius, 1 78. 

Marion, tyrant of the Tyrians, ii. 
29s. 

Marriage of free men with slaves 
unlawful among the Jews, i. ]96» 

Marriage-contracts altered by He- 
rod at Antipater's desire, iii. 8. 

Maraus, president of Syria, iiL 147^ 
1 50, ib. 

Marsyas, freed- man of Agrippa, iik 
75, 82, 85. 

Marullus, master of the horse, iiL 
86. 

Margenus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 
296. 

Mattathias, son of Absalom, ii. 212. 

Matthias, great>grandson of Asa- 
moneus, the father of Maccabees, 
ii. 168. Refuses to offer sacrifice 
to an idol, ib. Persuades the Jews 
to fight on the sabbath*-day, 169. 
Exhorts his sons to defend the 
law, 170. He dies, ib. 

- Curtus, one of Josephus's 
ancestors, iiL 191. 

-, son of Margalothus or 



285. She grows angry with He- 
rod, ii. 849. Her temper, iiL 818. 
She is put to death, ii. ib. Her 
eulogium, ib. 851. Her sons 
strangled, iii. S38. 

-, daughter of Josephus 



Margalus, iii. 22, 355. He aiid 
his partners are burnt alive, 25. 
-, son of Theophilus, made 



high-priest, iiL 184. He is de- 
prived, 24. 

-, Josephus's father, iiL 1 9} . 

-, son of Boethus, calls in 



and Ol3nDpias, iii. 78. 

-, daughter of Simon the 



high-priest, iii. 840. 



Simon to his assistance, and is 
afterwards put to death by him, 
iv. 179- 

Mathusala, i. I6. 

Maximus (Liberius,) governor of 
Judea, iv. 265. 

(Trebellius,) iiL 180. 

Meal, the purest, used in the Jew- 
ish oblation, i. 1 45. 

Megassarus, iv. 174. 

Meirus, son of Belgas, iv. 215. 

Mela, an ambassador of Archelaus, 
ii. 420. 

Melchisedeck entertains Abram, i. 
80. 
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MeiDUcan^ one of the seven princet 

of Persia, ii. 114. 
Menedemus, the philosopher, ii. 

147. 
Menelaus, or Onias, ii. l64. 
Menes, or Mineus, built Memphis, 

i. 431. 
Men's Ii ves had been happy if A dam 

had not sinned, i. 10. 
Mephibosheth, son of Jonathan, is 

highly favoured by David, i.345. 
Mephramuthosis, king of Egypt, 

iv. 292. 
Mephres, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 
Meraioth, son of Jotham, i. S88. 
Merbalus, king of the Tyrians, iv. 

299- 
Mesa, or Mash, i. 25. 

Mesha, king of Moab, iL 6. 

Me^hech, or Mosoch, i. 22. 

Methech, one of the three holy chil- 
dren, ii. 72. 

Messalas, ii. 305. 

Messalina, wife of Claudius, iii. 
174, 394. 

Mestrsi, or Mitzraim, Egyptians, 
i. 23. 

Metilius, a Roman commander, iii. 
420. 

Mieah the prophet, quoted in Jere- 
miah, ii. 59. 

Mice spoil the country of Ashdod^ 
i. 264. Five golden mice, «6. 

Micha, son of Mephibo8hetli,i. 343. 

Michal, Saul's daughter, married to 
David, i. 295. She saves David's 
life> 298. 

Midianites. See Madianites. 

Milcah, wife of Nahor, i. 26. 

Milk, with the firstlings of the flock, 
offered by Abel, i. 11. 

Minucianus (Annius), iii. 109. 

' (Marcus}, iii. 139. 

Miracles, a foundation of credibi- 
lity, ii. 50. 

Misael, one of the three holy chil- 
dren, ii. 72. 

Miihridates, iL gO. 

— , king of Pergamus, ii. 

27 U firings succours to Cesut 
in Egypt, tb. iii. 278. 



Mithndate^ Sinax, king of Parthki* 
ii. 245. 

', king of PontuSy dies, 
iL 260. 

, a Parthian, marries 
king Artabanus's daughter, iiL 
103. He is taken prisoner by 
Anileus, 104. And set at liberty, 
ib. His expedition against the 
Jews, t6. He routs Anileus, 105. 

Mitzraim, i. 23. 

Modas j£quiculus, iiL 199, 214. 

Monobas us, brother of Izatesy ouule 
viceroy, iii. 1 59w He is kio^ after 
his brother's death, l66» 

, king of Adiabcne, iiL 

157, 429. His death, 158. 

Moon eclipsed, iii. 25. 

Moses, his character, i. £k His birth 
foretold, 87- How bora, and 
saved alive, 86. Why called 
Moftes or Moses, 89» iv- 110- 
Adopted by Thermuthis, i. 90. 
Brought up to succeed her fiither, 
ih. Tramples the crown under 
her feet, t^. He is made general 
of the Egyptian army, and beats 
the Ethiopians, 9 1 • He marries 
Tharbis, the king of Ethiopia's 
daughter, L 93. He flies out of 
^^7P^ 9^ ^^ assists Raguel's 
daughters against the shepherds, 
ib. Sees the burning bush at Si- 
nai, 95. Is appointed to be the 
deliverer of the Israelites^ 96. 
He does miracles, and hears the 
most sacred name of Grod, ^ He 
returns to Egypt, 97* He worki» 
miracles before Pharaoh, ib. He 
leads the Israelites out of Eg3rpt> 
103. How many was their num- 
ber, ib. How old he was at that 
time, ib. His prayer to God> 106. 
He leads the Israelites through 
the Red Sen, 107. He makes 
the bitter water sweet. 111. He 
procures the Israelites quails and 
manna, 115. He brings water 
out of tlie rockj 11 6. Ha beats 
the Amalekites, 1 19> He brings 
to the peqjilethe tables of the 00- 
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veiunt,126. He stays forty dmys 
upon Mount Sinai^ 125. His so 
long stay causes great doubts and 
uneasiness among the people, ib. 
He confers the priesthood on 
Aaron, 187. Oflfers sacrifices at 
the tabernacle, 140. Receives 
laws and commandments at the 
tabernacle, 143. Consecrates to 
God the tribe of Levi, 148. 
Numbers the people, 1 53. Gives 
orders for their marching, ib. 
Sends spies to search the land of 
Canaan, 155. Quells the faction 
of Corah, 167. His justice, 4 68. 
His prayer to God, l65. He 
cleanses the peq>le, 171* He 
destroys Sihon and Og, 1 7S. He 
defeaU the kings of Midian, 1 84. 
He appoints Joshua to be his 
•accessor, 185. His predictions 
before his death, 187* His song 
in hexameter verse, S05. A re- 
capitulation of his laws, 187> ^i 
seq. He binds the Israelites by 
an oath to observe them, 200. 
He blesses Joshua, and exhorts 
him to lead the Israelites coura^ 
geously into the land of Canaan, 
207. He is surrounded with a 
cloud, and disappears, 209- His 
death greatly lamented by the 
people for thirty days, ib. He is 
scandalized as afflictCMl with the 
leprosy, 149. His great autho- 
rity, 159. His books laid up in 
the temple, ii. 54. What they 
contam, iv. 286. Allowed by the 
Egyptians to be a divine man, 
315. The age in which he lived, 
341. His virtue and great ac- 
tions, t6. His posterity honour- 
ed by David, i. 384. 

Mosoch, or Meshech, i 22. 

Mucianus, president of Syria, ii. 
150, iv. 57, 104, 116, 117. 

Mule, the king's, i. 381. 

Mundus (Decius) ravishes Paulina, 
the wife of Satumius, iiL 64, ei seq. 

Murcus. See Marcus. 

instruments of the Jews, 



the Cinyra, Nabla, and Cymba- 

lum described, i. 373. 
Mysian war, iv. 244. 
Mytgonus, king of Tyre, iv. 299. 

Naamah, an Aramonitess, the mo- 
ther of Rehoboam, i. 422. 

, daughter of Lamech, i. 13. 
Naash, or Nahash, king of the Am- 
monites, i. 343. His war against 
the Israelites, 274. 

Nabal, a foolish man, i. 310. 

Naboandelus, or Nabonadius, or 
Baltasar, king of Babylon, ii. 80, 
iv. 298. 

Nabolassar, NabopoUassar, king of 
Babvlon, iv. 297. 

Naboth, i. 444. 

Nabuchodono8or,or Nebuchadnez- 
xar, king of Babylon, iv. 297. He 
conquers a great part of Syria, ii. 
58. He lays a tax upon the Jews, 
ib. He takes and sacks Jerusa^ 
lem, 59, 65, ei seq. His famous 
dream, or vision, 74, et seq. His 
golden image, 76. He lives 
' among the beasts of the field, 77. 
He dies, 78. 

Nabusaradan, or Nebusaradan^ 
plunders and bums the temple, 
ii. 6%. His other memorable ac- 
tions, 67* 

Nacebus, captain of the Arabians, 
ii. 415, 422. 

Nachor, or Nahor, i. 25. 

Nadab, son of Aaron, L 138, 140. 
■ , king of Israel, after Jero- 
boam, i. 434. 

Nahum, the prophet, ii. 37. His 
prophecy concerning N^ineveh, ib. 

Naomi, Elimelech's wife, i. 256. 

Nathan, David's son, i. SS5. 
■ the prophet, i. 339* 

Nations dispersed, 364, 397. Call- 
ed by new names by the Greeks, 
1.21. 

Nazarites, i. 174, iii. 145. 

Neapolitans, iiL 206, 406. 

Nechao, or Necho, king of Egypt, 
ii. 56n He is conquered by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, 58. 
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Neheiniah^ ii. 109- HU love to hii 
country, l60. He exhorts the 
people to rebuilt! the walls of Je- 
rusalem, 111. His death and eu* 
logium, 112. 

Nehushta, mother of Jehoiachin, 
ii. 59. 

Nephan, or Elhanan, i. 372- 

N«rgal-sharezer, ii. 65. 

Neriah, high-priest, ii. 67* 

Nerigli^isor, king of Babylon, iv. 

298. 
Nero made emperor, iii. 174> 39^. 
. A most cruel tyrant, 174. His 
violent death, iv. 103. 
Netir, a Galilean, iv. SI. 
Nicanor, ii. 146, 172, iv. 34. Sent 
by Demetrius against Judas, ii. 
185. Defeated and killed, 187. 
■ , a friend of Titus, wounded 

• with an arrow, iv. 1 48. 
Nicaso, married to Manasses, ii. 

128. 
Nicaule» or Nitocris, queen of 

Egypt, i. 413. 
Niceteria, or festival for the victory 

over Nicanor, ii. 187. 
Nico (the conqueror,) the name of 
the principal Roman battering 
ram, iv. 153. 
Nicolaus of Damascus, the Jews' ad- 
vocate, ii. 151, 382. His speech 
before Augustus in favour of Ar* 
chelaus, iii. 36, 46, 365. He ex- 
aggerates Antipater's crimes, 15, 
353. H is brother Ptolemy, 363. 
Niger of Perea, iii. 429, 485, iv. 2, 

91. llh wonderful escape, 4. 
Niglissnr, ii. 80. 

Nirarod, or Nebrodes, i. 20, et scq. 
Nisroch, or Araske, u temple at 

Nineveh, ii. 48. 
Noah, or Noe, i. 14. He is saved 
in the ark, 15. Invocatea God 
after the deluge^ 18. God an- 
swers hi sprayer, 19' Lawsgiven 
to him, ib. He is overtaken with 
wine, 24. His genealogy, 15. 
/His death, 19. 
Nfomus of Heliopolis, 180 furlongs 
from Memphis, iv. 276. 



Norbanus Flaccu«*s letter to Ihe 

Sardinians in behalf of the Jews, 

11.400. 
(another person) sUun> 

iii. 122. 
Numeniusy son of Antiochus, ii. 

213. 

Oath prevails with Saul, above 

natural affection, i. 283. 
Obadiah, a protector of the true 

prophets, i. 441, ei $eq. 
Obedience to be learned before men 

undertake government, i. 187- 
Oboilas, king of the Arabians, ii. 

240. 
Octavia, daughter of Claudtua, iii. 

394. 
Odeas, high-priest, ii. 67- 
Obed the prophet, ii. Sy. 
Og, king of Basan, L 1 73. H is iron 

bed, 174. 
Oil, used in the Jewish oblations, 

i.l45. Oil prepared by foreigoers 

not used by the Jews, ii. 150, iii. 

439. 
Olympias, Herod's daughter, by 

Malthace, a Samaritan, iii. 4. 

She is married to Joseph, the son 

of Herod's brother, 340. 
Olympius, J upiter's image, ilL 108. 
Olympus sent to Rome, ii. 420, ib, 

iii. 336. 
Omri, king of Israel, i. 438. 
On, the son of Peletii, i. l62. 
Onias, sdnof Jaddus, succeeds, in 

the high-priesthood, ii. 133. 
', the son of Simeon, made 

high-priest, ii. 154. Causes great 

troubles, l63. 

•, brother of Jesus, or Jaaoii, 



made high-priest, ii. 325. 

- and Dositlieus, two Jewish 
captains, saved Egypt from ruin, 
iv. 327. 

»• soil of Onias, flies into Egypt, 



and there desires to build a Jew- 
ish temple, ii. I98, 200, iii. 251, 
iv. 275. His letter to Ptolemy 
and Cleopatra, ii. 200. Their 
answer, iL He builds the tem- 
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pie Onian, 200. That temple is 
shut up, iv. 27Q' 

Onias, a just man, procures rain in 
a famine by his prayers, ii. 256. 
Is stoned to death, ib» 

Ophellius, ii. 300, iii. 290. 

Opobalsaroum^ i. 415, ii. 260. 

Oracles of the prophets, concern- 
ing the destruction of Jerusalem, 
iv. 9^, 116, 196. Concerning a 
greatprince to arise in Judea,S19. 

Orodes, iii. 59, 

Oronna, or Araunah, the Jebusite, 
j. $35. His threshing-floor, 377. 
Where Isaac was to be offered, 
and the temple was afterwards 
built, 378. 

Orpah, i. 256. 

Orus, king of Egypt, iv. 292. 

Osarsiph, (for Moses) a priest of 
Heliopolis, iv. 316. 

Otho made emperor, iv. 104. Fie 
kills himself, 108. 

Oxen, brazen, the Jews forbidden 
to make them^ i. 41 9. 

Pacdrus, king of Media, iii. l64. 

Redeems his wife and concubines 

from the Alans, iv. 25. 
■ ' , the king of Parthia's son, 

Cts possession of Syria, ii. 298. 
lys^a plot to catch Hyrcanus 

and Phasaelus, 299. Marches 

against the Jews, iii. 286. Is 

admitted into Jerusalem, 287. Is 

slain in battle, ii. 311. 
Psetus (Cesennius), president of 

Syria, iv. 256. His expedition 

into Commagena, ib. 
Pageants, or PegmaU, at Titus's 

triumph, iv. 248. 
Palace at Rome, iii. 135. 
Pallas, Herod's wife, iii. 4, 340. 
•— , Felix's brother, iii. 179, ^9^' 
Palm-trees at Jericho, very famous, 

ii. 2, 259i iii. 267, iv. 101. 
Pannychis, the concubine of Arche- 

laus, iiL 331. 
Papinius, iii. 112. 
Pappus, is sent into SAmaria by 

Antigonus, ii. 314, iii. 301. 



Paradise described, i. 9- A pensile 
paradise, or garden at Babylon, 
IV. 297. 

Parents' good deeds are advanta- 
geous to their children, i. 433. 
How to be honoured by the law 
of Moses, iv. 349- 

Parthians possess themselves of 
Syria, and endeavour to settle 
Antigonus in Judea, iii. ^S6. 
Their expedition into .tudea, ii. 
298. They besiege Jerusalem, 
ib. They take the city and tem- 
ple, 299* Their perfidiousness 
ib. iii. 287. 

Passover, a Jewish festival, i. 102, 
1 47, ii. 257, iii. 32. The manner 
of its celebration, iv. 232. Called 
the feast of unleavened bread, ii. 
256, iii. 32, iv. 132. On the 14th 
day of Nisan, ii. 103, iv. 132. 
Very numerous sacrifices then 
offered, and vast numbers come 
up to it, iii. 32, 36 1. From the 
9th hour to the 1 1th, and not less 
than ten to one paschal lamb, iv. 
231. 

Paulina, ravished by Mundus, iii. 
64. 

Paulinus, a tribune, iv. 34. 

■'■ ' succeeds Lupus as gover- 
nor of Alexandria, iv. 276. 1 1 e 
plunders and shuts up the tem- 
ple Onion, ib. 

Pausanias, son of Cerastes, murders 
PhSip, the king of Macedon, ii. 

129. 

Peace and good laws the greatest 
blessings, i. 378. 

-, as a goddess, has a temple at 
Rome, iv. 250. 

Pedanius, iii. 3S6, iv. 202. 

Pekah slays Pekahiah, and suc- 
ceeds him, ii. 37* He defeats the 
king of Judah, 38. He is slaiii 
by Hoshea, 40. 

Pekahiah, king of Israel, ii. S6. 

Peleg, i. 25. 

Peninnah, i. 259. 

Pentecost, a Jewish festival, i. 147» 
iii. 37* Whence it had that name. 
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S66. Vast numbers came to ity^. 
The priests then attended the 

templeinthenight, iv. 217. The 
J ews did not then take journeys^ 
ii. 226. 

Pergamen's decree in favour of the 
Jew8> ii. 287- 

Peijury^ supposed by some not 

' dangerous, if done by necessity, 
i. 235. Dreaded by Joshua and 
the elders, 218. Dreaded also 
by the people, 235. 

Persians, their seven principal fa- 
milies, ii. 93. Their king is 
watched during his sleep, Q^, 
Their law forbids strangers to see 
their king's wives, 114. Seven 
men were the interpreters of their 
laws, 115. Their royal robes, 
122. 

Pestilence. See Plague. 

Petilius Cerealis, the proconsul, re- 
duces the Germans, iv. 243. 

Petina, the wife of Claudius, iii. 
174, 394. 

Petronius, governor of £gypt> ii. 
361. He supplies Herod witli 
com in time of famine, 362. 

■ (Publius) is made presi- 

dent of S3rria, iii. 9O. Is sent 
with an army to Jerusalem by 
Caius, to set up his statue in the 
temple, 95, 385. His endeavours 
to prevent it,and to save the Jews, 
with his and their wonderful de- 
liverance, 386. His edict iQiainst 
the Dorites, 146. 

Phsdra, Herod's wife, iii. 4. 

Phalion, Antipater's brother, ii. 

257, iii. ^66. 

Phalna, David's son, i. SS5. 

Phalti, son of Laish, i. 313, 328. 

Phanuias, son of Samuel, made 
high-priest, iv. 69* 

Pharaoh, denoted king in the Egyp- 
tian tongue, i. 412. 

Pharisees, a sect among the Jews, 
ii. 231, iii. 55, 263. They envy 
H3rrcanus, ii. 231. Were oppo- 
site to the Sadducees in their 
principles^ 232. Their great au- 



thority, iii, 7* Espedally in the 
reign of queen Alexandra,, ii. 249» 
ilL 263. Which lasted nine 
years, 264. They refuse the 
oaths of allegiance to CsMar and 
Herod, 7* They are fined for it, 
ib. Their unwritten traditioDSy 
ii. 214, 232. Their moderation 
in inflicting punishments, 232. 
The common people side with 
them, ib. They are most skilful 
in the knowledge of the law, iii. 
215. 

Phamaces, son of Mithridates> ii. 
260. 

Phasaelus, son of Antipater,ii. 270, 
iii. 4. His death, 274, ii. 302, 
321, iii. 290. 

, son of Herod, iiL 4. 

Pheldas, i. 26. 

Pheles, king of the Tynans, iv.295. 

Pheroras, Antipater's son by Cy- 
pros, ii. 270, iii. 274. Hates Sa- 
lome's children, ii. 405, iii. 325. 
Makes Alexander jealous of his 
wife Glaphyra, with Herod his 
father, ii. 405. Provokes Herod 
to anger, ib, 412. Lays the 
blame upon Salome, 405. Enters 
into friendship wiUi Antipaler, 
iii. 6. Is hated by Herod, 8. Is or- 
dered to retire to his tetrardiy» 9. 

Pheroras's wife pays the fine laid 
upon the Pharisees, iii. 7- She 
associates with the other court 
ladies, t6. 34 1 . Pheroras's fineed- 
men.charge her with getting poi* 
son, 10. 

Phideas, the high-priest, iL 67- 

Philadelphus (Ptolemy), his aklll 
and industry about mechanic 
arts, ii. 142. He proposes pro* 
blems to the seventy-two interi- 
preters, 147* He procnres the 
seventy .two interpreters to trans- 
late the law, ib* 

Philip, Herod's son by Cleopatra, 
iii. 4, 5, 12, 340. Brother of 
Archelaus, 371. What Herod 
led him by his will, 28. What 
CsDsar gave him, 47* Tetrarch 
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of G«ulaiiitis> and Tnurhonitis, 
and Paneas^ 28. He ^es, 68,69. 
His eulogiuniy ib. 
Philip, a Galilean, iv. 24. 

■ ■ , son of JadmuB, iii. 5, 199» 
214, 417, 4S4. 

-, made regent of Syria daring 



the minority of Eupator, ii. 1 80. 

, king of Syria, ii. 243, 245. 

-, king of Macedon, is slain. 



n. 12p. 

Philippion, son of Ptolemy, marries 
Alexandra, the daughter of Aris- 
tobulus, ii. 270. He is killed by 
his father, t6. iii. 275. 

Philistines, their chief towns Gaza, 
Aocaron or Ekron, Askelon, 
Gath, and Azotus, or Ashdod, i. 
263, 314. 

Philo, chief deputy of the Jews to 
Caius, iii. 90. 

Philosophyof the Jews contained in 
the books of their law, iv. 327* 

Philostephanus, ii. 239* 

Phineas, son of Clusothus, iv. 78. 

I' — , son of Eleasar, slays Zimri 
and Cosbi, i. 182. . Leads the Is- 
raelites against the Midianites, 
1 3. His speech to the J ews be- 
yond Jordan, 225. He is made 
high-priest, 227- The high- 
priesthood returns to his family, 
388. 

*, son of Eli, i. 258. He 



officiates as high-priest, 260. He 
is slain, 261. 
Phraates, king of the Parthians, ii. 

321. His death, iii. 59. 
Phrataces, the son of Phrates, iii. 

59. 
Phul or Pul, king of Assyria, ii. 36. 

Phurim or Purim, a Jewish festi- 
val, ii. 127. 

Phut, the planter of Libya, i. 23. 

Pilate (Pontius), the procurator of 
J udea, occasions tumults among 
the J ews, iii. 6I . Causes a great 
slaughter of them, 6*2, 384. And 
of £e Samaritans, 66* He is 
accused for it, and sent to Rome, 
ib. 



Pillars erected by the children of 
Seth, in the land of Seriad, i. 14. 
PiUars of the Corinthian order in 
Solomon's palace, 409. In He- 
rod's temple, iv. 141. 

Pisco, governor of Rome, iii. 77. 

Pitholaus, ii. 266, 270, iii. 272. 

Placidus, skirmishes with Jose- 
phus, iii. 218, 241. His other 
actions, iv. 13, 1 6, 32, 59, 97. 

Plague, or pestilence, rages among 
the Israelites, i. 376. It ceases 
upon David's repentance, 377. 

Plato, iv. 351. He excludes the 
poets from his commonwealth, 
355. 

Polemo, king of Cilicia, iii. 173. 
, king of Pontus, iii. 150. 

Polity of the Jews after the capti- 
vity, ii. 103. 

Pollio, a Pharisee, ii. 319. 

— — , a Roman, ii. 367- 

Pompedius, iii. 112. 

Porapey thegreat goes through Sy- 
ria to Damascus, ii. 258, iii. 266. 
And to Jerusalem, ii. 26 1, iii. 
268. The city delivered up to 
him, ii. 26l . He takes the tem- 
ple by force, and kills abundance 
of Uie Jews, 263, ei seq. iii. 269. 
The Jews send him a golden 
vine, ii. 258. He goes into the 
holy of holies, 263, iii. 270. Med- 
dles with nothing in the temple, 
ib. He hears the cause between 
Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, ii. 
259> Determines it in favour of 
Hyrcanus, and makes war upon 
Aristobulus, 260. He flies into 
Epirus, 270. 

Pontius Pilate. See Pilate. 

Poplas, iii. 362. 

Poppea, Nero's wife, iii. 180, 187, 
193. A religious lady, and fa- 
vourer of the Jews, 180. 

Porcius Festus. See Festus. 

Present tilings. Queen Alexandra's 
care more than future, ii. 252. 

Presents sent to Joseph in Egypt, 

i.73. 
Priests, if maimed, are excluded 
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from the altar and tenip1e> i. l6l , 
i V. S 1 6'. Are not to marry seve- 
ral sorts of women^ i. 151^ iv. 285. 
Washed their hands and feet be- 
fore they went to minister, i. 127. 
Succeed one another according 
to their courses, iv. 3S5, Their 
allowances, i. 145, 170. Their 
courses in number^ 23, 382, iv. 
261. Are very numerous, ib. 
Two families from Aaron's two 
sons, i. 261. Their offices and 
employments, iv. 334", 347, 348. 
Their sacred garments, i. 132, iv. 
145. Priests and Levites ex- 
empted from taxes by Xerxes, ii. 
105. Have places of the greatest 
trust committed to them, iv. 346. 
None but priests of the posterity 
of Aaron might bum incense at 
the temple, ii. 35. Not to drink 
wine in their sacred garments, i. 
151. Priebthood a mark of no- 
bility amonj^ tlie Jews, iii. I91. 
Priests among the Egyptians, only 
kept their lands in the days of 
Josc^ph, i. 83. 
High-priesthood translated from 
one family to another, i. 26I. 
Of Onias, at Heliopolis, ii. 183, 
185, iii. 187. Vacant at Jerusa- 
lem for four years, ii. 1 96. Du- 
ring life, excepting under Antio- 
chusEpiphane8,Aristobulus,and 
Herod, 325. Taken from Jesus 
and given to Simon, by Herod, 
S63. Settled upon the family of 
Aaron originally, iii. 185. 
High-priest not to be the son of a 
captive woman, ii. 232. Were 
to marry a virgin, and not to 
touch a dead body, i. 151. The 
' high-priest desired by Saul to 
prophesy for him, 283. Several 
nigh-priests at the same time in 
later ages, iv; 69, 180, 1.07. To 
succeed by birth, 347. Elected 
by lot among the seditious, i. 
167. 1 hey abob'sh the regular 
succession, 168. Herod, king of 
Chalcis, made the high-priests 



till his death, iii. 157* A series 
of the high-priests from Aaron 
to the destruction of the temple 
by Titus, 185, ei seq. Another 
series from the building of the 
temple to the captivity, ii. 67. 
High-priest's robes kept by the 
Romans, iii. 155. Where they 
were laid up, ii. 375, iii. 66, 155. 
I ligh- priest's ornaments describ- 
ed, i. 133, iv. 145. 

Primus (Antonius), iv. 104. He 
marches against Vitellius, 11 7. 

Priscus (Tyrannius), iii. 430. 

shoots Jonathan dead with 

a dart, iv. 203. 

Privileges granted the Jews by 
Alexander the Great, iv. 326. 

Problems or riddles, proposed by 
Samson at his wedding, i. 252. 

Proculus (Vitellius), iii. 146. 

Prophecy of Isaiah accomplished, 

11. 199; 

Prophecies concerning the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, iv. 93, 219. 
———of J eremiah and Ezekiel 

reconciled, )i. 59. 
Prophets, excepting Daniel, chiefly 
foretold calamities, ii. 85. How 
greatly to be esteemed, i. 455. 
Prophets (false ones), suborned by 

the Jewish tyrants, iv. 2l6. 
Proseuchee, or houses of prayer a- 

mong tlie Jews, iii. 226*. 
Prostitution of the body a most 

heinous crime, i. 191. 
Providence asserted against the 

Epicureans, ii. 86. 
Prudence requires us to prevent the 
growing power of an enemy, L 
117. 
Pseudalexander, iii. 48, 373. 
Ptolemy, the achninistrator of He- 
rod's kingdom, ii. 403, 41 1,419, 
iii. 207. 

, the brother of Cleopatra, 
poisoned by her, ii. 33i. 

-, the brother of Nicolaus 



of Damascus, iii. 33. 

Epiphones, ii. 151. He 



dies^ 163. 
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Ptolemy Euergete^ Philopater, or 

Eupater, ii. 154, 156, iv. 327- 
, the son of Jamblicus, ii. 

271, ill. 276. 
Ptolemy Lathyrus, iL 280^ iii. 259. 
He is driven out of his kingdom^ 
ii. 240. He makes an alliance 
with Alexander, and breaks it, 
238. His bold soldiers called 
Hecatontomachi, 239. He de- 
feats Alexander's army, ib. His 
barbarous crudty, i6. 

, son of Lagus, called So- 
ter,obtains Egypt after the death 
of Alexander the Great, ii. 134. 
Takes Jerusalem, and carries 
many Jews into Egypt, 135. 
Philadelphus, the second 



king of Egypt of that race, 1. 3, 
ii, 136, iv. 326. He procures a 
translation of the law of Moses, 
by the advice of Demetrius I^ia- 
lerusy ii. 136. Sets a vast num- 
ber of Jews free, 138. Sends a 
letter to Eleasar the high-priest, 
141. His liberal oblations and 
presenU, 142, 149. 

Philometer, ii. l63, l65. 



1 98, iv. 327* He and his queen 
Cleopatra permit Onias to build 
the temple Onion, ii. I99. He 
makes an expedition into Sjntia, 
207« Discovers Alexander's and 
Ammonius'plot against him, 205. 
Takes his daughter from Alex- 
ander andgivesherto Demetrius, 
206. He might have put two 
crowns upon his head, that of 
Asia, and that of Egypt, 206. 
He is wounded, ib. Dies, 207* 
-, son of Menneus, ii. 250j 



258, 293, iiL 262, 286. Prince 
of Chalds, ii. 270. He marries 
Alexandria, ib. 
— — , the murderer of Simon 



the Maccabee, ii. 222. He mur- 
ders the mother and brother of 
John Hyrcanus, 224, iii. 255. 
Physcon, iL l63, 235, iv. 



329. 
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Ptolemy the VI. iii. 251. 

Pudcns engages in a duel with Jo- 
nathan, and is killed, iv. 203. 

Punishment of the wicked, a joy- 
ful sight to good men, ii. 22. 

Purple robes worn by the Chaldean 
kings, ii. 81. By the Persian 
kings, 93, 1 2 1 . Joseph is clothed 
in Purple by Pharaoh, i. 69. 

Pygmalion, king of Tyre, iv. 296. 

Pythian, or Apollo's temple, built 
by Herod, ii. 397* 

Qu ADRATD 8 (Ummidius),president 
of Syria, iii. 17O. 

Quails arenumerous in the Arabian 
gulf, and fall upon the camp of 
Israel, i. 114. 

Queen of Egypt and Ethiopia comet 
to king Solomon, L 4 1 4. She re- 
turns to her own country, 41 6. 

Quindlius Varus, president of Sy- 
* ria. See Varus. 

Quirinius, or Cyrenius, sent by 
Ceesar to tax Sjnria, iii. 53. 

Rabsaces (Themasius}, ii. 95. 

Uachel, Laban's daughter, i. 49. 
She steals away, and conceals 
her father's idols, 51, 53. 

Ragau or Reu, son of Phal^ or 
Peleg, 1.25. 

Ragmus or Raamah, i. 23. 

Raguel, Moses' father in law, i. 120* 
His advice to Moses for the go- 
vernment of the Israelites, 181. 

Rahab, an inn-keeper at Jericho, L 
211,214. Her life saved, t^ 

Rainbow, L 19. 

Ramesses, king of Egvpt, iv. 299- 

Rapsaces, or Rabshakeh, captain of 
Uie Assyrian army, iL 45. Hit 
speech to the people of Jerusa* 
lem, 46. 

Rathotis, king of Egypt, iv. 298. 

Rathumus or Rehum, li. 91- 

Rationale, or breast-plate of judg- 
ment of the high-priest, i. 134^ 
143. 

Raven sent out of the ark, i. 17* 

uh 
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Reba^ king of thtt Mklianites, i 
184. 

Rebeka> daughter of Bethue!, i. 26. 
Demanded for a wife to Ijaac, 
42, 8he bears twins, 43. Im- 
poses upon her husband, 4d. 

B€«em, or Rekem^ king of the Mi- 

. dianites, i. 184.. 

Records of the Tyrians, iv. 295. 

Segulus (Emilius), ill. 109. 

R^oboam succeeds Solomon, L 
422. Hegivesthepeoplearough 
answer, 423. Ten tribes revolt 
fh>m him, ib» He builds and for-* 
tifies several towns, 428. He has 
eighteen wives and thirty con-» 
cubines, 428. He dies, 430. 

Remaliah, ii. 37- 

Repentance cannot revoke past 

- crimes, i, 64. 

Bev, or Kagau, the son of Phaleg, 

- or Peleg, i. 25. 

Revenues of Coelesyria, Phenicia, 
Judea, and Samaria, amounted 
to 8000 talents, iL 156. 

Rezin, king of Syria, ii. 38. 

Rezon, Solomon's enemy, i. 420. 

Riches, great riches laid up in Da- 
vid's monument, i. 386. 

Riddles, or problems between Solo- 
mon and Hiram, i. 411. A rid- 
dle proposed by Samson at bis 
wedding, i. 252. 

Riphath, i. 22. 

Rod of Aaron, i. I69. 

Roman army described, iv. 9. 

' . * ' ' ' senate's decree in favour of 
the Jews, ii. 228, 280. 

Roxane, Herod's daughter by Pha^• 
dra, iii. 4, 340. 

ftubrius Gfdlus, iv, 244. 

Rtfus, iii. 39, S67, 870. 

^■ " ' ' ■ (an Egyptian) takes £lea- 
fiar prisoner, iv. 254. 

(Terentius or Turtius) takes 



Simon the son of Giorgs, iv. 237* 
He is left with an army at Jeru-^ 
Mlem, after it was taken, ib. 

ftumah, or Reumah, Nahor's con- 
xmbine, L 26. 

Ruth gleans 'm Boaz's field, i. 257* 



Is married to Boais, and becotnea 
the mother of Obed, the fiuher 

of Jesse, 258. 

Sabactas or Sabtecha, i. 23. 

Sabas or Seba, L 23. 

Sabathes or Sabtah, L 23. 

Sabbath-day kept very strictly by 
the Essens, iii. 379* Sabbath, ac- 
cording to Apion, so called from 
the Egyptian word Safobo, i v.328. 
Sabl)ath.*day so superstitiously 
observed by the Jews that they 
came'to great mischiefs thereby, 
ii; 169, iii. 269, 414. They are 
advised by Matthias to defend 
themselves on the Sabbatlwday, 
ii. 169. And by Jonathan; 19d. 
Allowed to repel, bat not to at- 
tack an enemy on that day, ^62, 
iii. 99,. 413. Antiochust, a Jew, 
ibrcesthe Jews to break the Sab- 

- bath-day at Antioch, iv. 240. 
Sabbatbu^y spentinrcading the 
law, ii. 384. Ushered in and 
ended with the sound of a trum- 
pet, iv. 1 1 1. Jews, on the Sab- 
bath-day, dined at the sixth hour, 
iii. 226. The seditious kill the 
Romans on the Sabbath*day, 4£0. 
Unlawful to travel far on the Stb- 
bath.<iay, ii. 2S6. Pretended to 
be unlawful either to make war 
or peace 00 the Sabbath-day, iv. 
63. Not allowed by some, even 
in case of necessity, to take arms, 
either on the Sabbath»day or the 
evening before, iii. 211. 

Sabbatic river, iv. 245. 

Sabbeus, ii. 201. 

3*bbion discovers Alexander's de» 
sign to Herod, iL 326. 

Sabec, or Shobach, captain of the 
Sjrrians, i. 345. 

Sabinos, Caesar's steward in Judea, 
iii. SSy 366. He accuses Arche- 
laus, 34. Falls heavy upon the 
Jews, 38. 

■ -> ■ ■ , one of the murderers of 
Caius, iii. 140. He kills him- 
self, 141. 
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SabiAuSf the brother of Vespasian^ 
takes the capitol^ iv. 118. Is 
kUled by Vitellius, 119. 

', by birth a Syrian^ a roan 
of great valour, iv. 191* 

(Domidan)^ one of the tri- 



■P«a«** 



bunes, iv. 32. 

Sabtah, or Sabathes, i. 23. 

Sabtecha, or Sabactas, i. 23. 

Sacrifice of Abel was milk, and the 
firstlings of the flocks i. 11. Sa« 
orifices were either private or 
public^ 144. Either all or part 
only burnt, ib. How the fortner 
were offered, i6. How the latter, 
146. How ain-offerings wfffe 
offered, ib. Thoae of swine for- 
bidden, ii. 166. Of thoae that 
werefor recovering health, i. 14^. 
Titus desires John not to leave 
off the Jewish sacrifices, iv. 19^ 
Daily sacrifice, ii. 99« in- ^5\, iv. 
195. Sacrifices every day for 
Csesar^s prosperity, iii. 386. O- 
mission thereof the beginning of 
the Jewish war, iii. 415. Olnr- 
ings of foreigners usually receiv- 
ed by the Jews, 4l6. The sasie 
prohibited by the seditious, 41 5. 
What parts of sacrifices were 
due to the priests, i. 170. None 
but Jews to overlook the sacrifi- 
ces in the temple, iii. 179* Sa- 
crifices not to be tasted till the 
oblation is over, ii. l60« Not to 
be bought by the hire of an har- 
lot, i. 191. Not to be abused to 
luxury, iv. 347. Of vhat were 
burnt-offerings, 143. Animals 
not offered till the eighth day af- 
ter their birth, 145. Wine and 
oil reserved for sacrifices, con- 
sumed by the seditious, iv. 183. 

Sadduc, a Pharisee, stirs up sedi- 
tion, iii. 54. 

Sadducees deny fate, ii. 214. Are 
contrary to the Pharisees, £32. 
Observe only the precepts of the 
written law, ib. Their opinions, 
iii. 55, 373. Have the rich men 
of their side, ii. 232. 



Sadoc,or Zadok, high-priest, i. 332, 
338, 342, 36s, 370, 3S6, ii. 67. 

Sadrach, or Shadrac, ii. 104. 

Sages, or wise men among the Is« 
raelites, i. 393. 

Salampsio, daughter of Herod,mar- 
ried to Phasael, iii. 72. 

Salathiel, Zerobabel's father, ii. gs. 

Salatis, king of Egypt, iv. 291. 

Saleph, L 25. 

Sftlmft"S or Zalmana, captain of 
the Midianites, i. 243. 

Salmanasser, or Shalmanezer, king 
of Assyria, ii. 40. Invades Syria 
and Phenicia, 43. Carries the 
ten tribes away into Media and 
Persia, 43. 

Salome, Antipater's daughter, He- 
rod's sister, ii. 270, iii. 274. 
Charges her husband Joseph 
with adultery, ii. 338, 411. Sends 
a bill of divorce to her second 
husband Costobarus, 354. En- 
vies Herod's sons and their 
wives, 879, 387. She clears her- 
self, 16. Herod forces her to be 
married to Alexas, iiL 2. She 
discovers to Herod the conspi- 
racy of Antipater and Pheroras, 
6, 341. What Herod left her 
by his will, 28. 

. I , Herod's daughter by El- 
pis, iii. 4. 

-, grandp>daughter of Herod 



the Greats and daughter of He- 
rod Philip by Herodias, iii. 73. 
She is married to Philip the te- 
trarch, and afterwards to Aristo- 
bulus, the grandson of Herod, 
and brother of Agrippa, sen. ib. 

Salt sown upon the ruins of a de- 
molished town, i. 246. 

Sak tax and crown tax remitted to 
the Jews by Demetrius, ii. 197. 

Saroacha, Abennerig's daughter, 
iii, 158. 

Samardla, ii. 300, iii. 288. 

Samaria built, i. 438. Whence its 
name was derived, ib> It is be- 
sieged by the Syrians, and won- 
derfully relieved, ii. 13. A mo- 
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ther there eats her own son in a 
famine^ 12. Is besieged again by 
HyrcanuSj suffers famine^ is tsi- 
ken and levelled with the ground, 
230, et seq. iii. 258. 

Samaritans, a colony from Cutha in 
Persia, ii. 44, 72. Pretend to 
be the posterity of Joseph, 133. 
They sometimes deny, and some- 
times profess themselves Jews, 
44,133,167. Harass the Jews 
under Onias the high-priest, 15 4. 
Pretend to be Sidonians, I67. 
Their temple upon Mount Ge- 
rizzim, 133. They pollute the 
temple of Jerusalem, iii. 57* 
They are enemies to the Jews, ii. 
1 04, iii. 1 70. They dispute with 
the Jews in Egypt about their 
temple, ii. 200. They give An- 
tiochus the title of a god, I67* 

Sambabas, ii. 104. 

Samers, Pollio's disciples, ii. 277, 
319, 371* His speech against 
Herod, 277. He is honoured by 
Herod, 278. 

Samgar or Semegar, ii. 65. 

Samspigeramus, kingof Emesa, iii. 
73. 

Samson's birth, i. 251. He mar- 
ries a woman of the Philistines, 
251. Kills a lion, ib. Proposes 
a riddle at his wedding, 252. 
Bums the Philistines' com, x6. 
He is delivered up to the PhibV 
tines, 253. He slays them with 

' the jawbone of an ass, ib. He 
carf ies the gates of Gaza away 
on his shoulders, 254. He falls 
in love with Dalila, ib. He is 
betrayed by her, he is bound, 
and his eyes put out, 255. He 
pulls a house down upon the 
Philistines, and slays 3000 of 
them, 255. 
Samuel is bom, and consecrated to 
God, i. 259. God calls toliim, ib. 
He conquers the Philistines, 267. 
His sons prove very bad judges, 
268. He is oifended at the peo- 
ple's demanding a king, 269. He 



tells the people the manner/of a 
king, 269, 270. Threatens Saul 
with the loss of his kingdom, 287- 
Anoints David to be king, 289* 
He dies, 310. Is raised out of 
Hades, and foretells Saul's deaths 

317. 

Sanctum Sanctorum, or holy of 
holies, i. 128. 

Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, iii. 199. 

Saphan or Shaphan, the scribe, ii. 54. 

Sappinnius, ii. 411. 

Sapphora, or Zippora, Moses' wife, 
i. 120. 

Sarai, or- Sarah, Abraham's wife, 
i. 27. She goes with him into 
Egypt, ib. The king falls in love 
with her, 27. Her death, 39. 

Sardians, their decree in favour of 
the Jews, iL 288. 

Sereas, or Seraiah, hi^h-priest, ii. 
67. 

Samaritans invade Mysia, 245. 

Satumius (Sentius), president of 
Syria, ii. 421, 425, iii. 2, 9, 13, 
307. 

Satharabuzanes, ii. 89, 100, 102. 

Saul, son of Kish, i. 270. Seeks 
his father's asses, and comes to 
Samuel, ib. Dines with Samoel 
and seventy others, 271* Samuel 
anoints him for king, ib. He is 
actually made king, 272. He 
promises to assist the Gileadites, 
275. Is inaugurated again, 278. 
Conquers the Philistines, 232. 
His wars and family, 284. Makes 
war on the Amalekites, 285. 
Spares Agag against God's com- 
mand, 286. For which Samuel 
foretells him the loss of his king- 
dom, 287. His cruel order for 
murdering Ahimeleck and the 
priests, 305. Being forsaken of 
God, he consults with a necro- 
mantic woman, 317* His death, 
323. 

— , a ringleader of the robb^s, 
iii. 183. 

Scaurus, president of Syria, iii. 266, 
271. He returns into Sjria» ii. 
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S57« He raises the siege of Je- 
. Tusalem^ ib» His expedition into 

Arabia, 264. 
Scopas^ general of Ptolemy's army, 

defeated by Antiochus the Great, 

ii. 152. 
Sea, the seventy interpreters wash 

their hands in the sea before they 
, begin their translation, ii. 148. 
— divided for the Israelites, i. 

107. 

Seba, i. 23. 

Sebas, the son of lUus, i. 37 S. 

Sects of the Jews, ii. 213, iii. 55, 
192, 376. 

Sedecias, or Zedekiah, a false pro- 
phet, i. 453. 

— — ^ , king of Ju- 

dah, ii. 65. Revolts from the 
Babylonians, ib. Calls for Jere- 
miah's advice, 63. Is carried 
captive to Babylon, 65. His 
death, 67- 

Sedition among the priests, iii. 178. 
Sedition of Corah and his follow- 
ers, i. l64. Of the Israelites, 
l60. Is quelled by Joshua, ib. 
Sedition at Caesarea between the 
Jews and Syrians, iii. 1.77* 

Sejanus put to death, iii. 79* 

Serisan, the scribe, i. 342. 

Selene, queen of Syria, otherwise 
called Cleopatra, ii. 251. 

Seleucus possesses Syria after the 
death of Alexander the Great, ii. 
134. He is called Nicator, the 
conqueror, 149. His bounty to- 
wards the Jews, ib. 

• Soter, or Philopater, son 

of Antiochus the Great, ii. l62. 
-, son of Antiochus Grypus, 



ii. 242. His death, ib. 
Sellah, or Zillah, Lamech's wife^ 

i. 12. 
Sellum, or Shallum, ii. 36. 
Sem, or Shem, i. 1 9. His posterity, 

.24. 
Semegar, or Samgar, ii. 65, 
Semei, or Shimei, the son of Gera, 

1. 357, 366, and 389. He is put 

to death by Solomon, 390. 



Semelius, ii. 9^. 

Sempronius (Caius), son of Cains, 
ii. 227. 

Senabar, or Shemebar, i. 28. 

Sennacherib makes war on Hexe- 
kiah, ii. 45. His death, 50. 

Senate of Rome's decree concerning 
the Jews, ii. 188. They renew 
their league with the Jews, 273. 
Another decree of theirs concern- 
ing the Jews, 286. 

Sepphoris burnt, iii. 43. Taken 
by Josephus, 237* 

Seraiah, high-priest, ii. 67, ei seq. 

Serebaeus, ii. 98. 

Seron; general of the army of Coele- 
syria, ii. 171* 

Serpent deprived both of speech 
and feet, i. 11. 

Serug, i. 25. 

Ser villus (Publius), his letter to the 
Milesians in favour of the Jews^ 
ii. 286. 

Sesac. See Shishack. 

Seth, son of Adam, i. 1 3. His poB-. 
ierity's pillars in the land of Si- 
riad, 14. 

Sethon, king of Egypt, iv. 309. 

Sethosis, or Sesostris, king of E- 
gypt, iv. 292. 

Seventh day. See Sabbath. 

Seventy-two interpreters sent by 
Eleazar, the high-priest, with the 
books of the law, ii. 145. Their* 
arrival at Alexandria, ib. They 
bring with them the law written 
upoa parchment in golden leU 
ters, ib. They wash in the sea 
before they fall to their work, 
1 48. They finish the translation 
in seventy-two days, ib. 

Sextus Caesar, president of Syria, 
ii. 275. He is slain by Ceciliua 
Bassus, iii. 280. 

Shadrach, ii. 72. 

Shallum, ii. 36. 

Shalmanezar. See Safananasser. 

Shamgar, son of Anath, succeed 
Ehud as judge, i. 239. 

Sharazer, ii. 48. 

Sheba, i. 23. 
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Shechem, the place of Joshua's ha- 
bitation, 1. ^0, 226. 

Shechemites meet Alexander the 
Great, ii. 133. Their kindred 
with Hague], Moses' father-in- 
law, i. 245. 

Shekel, a coin equal to four Attic 
drachmce, i. 138. 

Shenij i. 19. His posterity, 24. 

Shemebar, king of Zeboim, i. 28. 

Shield covered the left eye in war, 

i. 274. 

, a token -of league between 

the Jews and Romans, ii. 273. 

Shimei, son of Gera, i. 357^ S66, 

3^9. Put to death by Solomon, 

S90. 

Ships sent to Pontus and Thrace 

under Ahaziah, sonof Ahab, ii. 3. 

Shishack, or Sesac, king of Egypt, 

i. 341, 421,430. 
Sibas, or Ziba, i. 343, 357- Saul's 

freedman, 366, 

Sibbechai, the Hittite, i. 389* 

Sicarii, or banditti, flee to Alexan-* 

dria, iv. 274. Cannot be forced 

to own Ceesar for their lord, 275. 

Sichon, or Sihon, king of the Amo- 

rites, conquered, i. 172. 
Sidon, i. 24. 

Signs appearing before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, iv. 21 6. 
Silanius, president of Syria, iii. 60. 
Sil«8> governor of Tiberias, iii. 202, 
S25. 
-, tyrant of Lysias, ii. 259. 
-, an attendant on King Agrippa 
senior in his adversities, iii. 82, 
148. He becomes troublesome 
to the king, ib. He is killed, 
153. 
-, a Babylonian, iii. 429> iv. 2. 
Silo, the Roman captain, ii. 306, 

310. 
— , or Shilo, a town where the 

tabernacle was fixed, i. 220. 
Silva (Flavius), governor of Judea, 
iv, 259. He besieges Masada, 
261, 264. 
Silver of little value in the days of 
Solomon, i. 417- 



Sfmeon^ son of Gamalid, iv. 70* 

■ ■ ■ ■■ , sonof Boethwi, made higb- 
priest, ii. 363, His dangliler 
married to Herod, ih. He is de- 
prived, iii. 12. 

Simon, son of Camithi, made high- 
priest, iii. 58. 

, son of Boethus, sumoiied 

Cantheras, made high-priest, liL 
^145. He is deprived, 147- 

, son of Cathlas, Iv. 78* 

the Just, Eleazar's brother. 



high-priest, ii. 140, 154. 

-, son of Onifts the high-priesC^ 



dies, ii. l64. 

— the Essen, a prophet, iii. 51. 
-, son of Gioras, iii; 429, iv. 



1 05. Fights with the zealots, ib. 
Conquers Idumea, IO6. Is made 
a prisoner, and reserved fbr the 
triumph, 238. Is put to death 
at the triumph, 250. 

-, brother of Judas and Jona- 



than the Maccabees, beats the 
enemy in Galilee, ii. 17S. Is 
made captain of the Jews, 188. 
He makes a speech to them, 217- 
Is made their prince, ib. Is made 
high-priest, 219> iii* 2^6. Is 
killed by Ptolemy, his son-in* 
law, ib. 
— , son of Arinus, iv. 147- 

, son of Dositheus, ii. 227* 

-, captain of the Idumesns at 



Jerusalem, iv. 81. 

-, a lifeguard man to Jose- 



phus, iii. 209. 

of Jerusalem, iii. 149. 

, a magician, iii. 173. 

— — , a Pharisee, iii. 209* 

Psellus, Josephus's grand- 



father, iii. 191. 

-, k servant of Herod's, a^ 



sumes the crown, iii. 40. 

, son of Saul, iii. 422. 

persuades the people to ex- 



clude Agrippa from the temple^ 

111. 149. 
Simonides Agrippa, Jesephus's son, 

iii. 243. 
Siphar, the Ammonite, i. 36l. 
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Sisent oppreues the Israelites, i. 
239. Is killed by Jael, 240. 

SudnneSy U. 8d* GoTernor of Syria 
and Phenida, 100, 102. 

Slaughter, the greatest that ever 
was in one battle, i. 434. 

Sodomites and their associates con- 
quered by the Assyrians) i. 29* 
i m> so wicked, that they 
were burnt with fire from hea- 
ven, i. S3. 

Sohemus, a tetrach, iiL 8, 198. 

>-, king of Emesa, socceeds 
his brother Acisus, iiL 17 5, iv. 
256. 

«- of Iturea, ii. S47- Be- 
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trays Herod's secret order lor 
killing Mariamne, 347. Is put 
to death by Herod, 850. 
Solomon, son of David, i. S85, 
Promised to David, d39> Born, 
849. Anointed and proclaimed 
king, 381. Anointed and pvo- 
claimed a second time, 887. 
Marries Pharaoh'sdaughter, 89O. 
Determines the cause of two har- 
lots, 292 . ^ His power, grandesr, 
and wisdom, Sgs. Thebooks he 
wrote, 894. His letter to Hiram, 
king of Tyre, ib» He builds the 
temple, S97, et *eq. His ad- 
dresses to God and the people 
after it was built, 405, ei $eq. 
He olfers abundance of saeriflces, 
407. He builds hiasself a reyal 
palace, 408. Solves the pvoblerns 
proposed by the king of Tyre, 
4ia Dius says, Solomon eotil4 
not solve them all, 411. He Dur- 
tifies Jerusalem, and builds sere* 
ral towns, 412. Lays a tax on tihe 
remaining Canaanites, 413. Fits 
out a fleet, 41 4. Hisgreatrictes, 
416. His immoderate love of 
women, 418. His death, 49 1. 

Solymse, or Salem, the old name of 
Jerusalem, i. 334. 

Sophonius, or Zephania, the second 
priest, ii. 67« 

Sosibius of Tarentum, ii. 136. 

Sesius, a Roman captain in Jodea, 
ii. 313. Joins with Herod against 



Antigonus, ib. iiL 800. He takes 
Antigonus prisoner, and csrrles 
him tO' Antony, ii. 817^ iii* 804, 
et seq. 

Souls of heroes slain in war, 8itp« 
posed to be placed among the 
stars, iv. I90. 

Speech of Herod to his army, ii. 
339. To the people, 372. .Speech 
of Moses to CoraJiand the people, 
i. 163. To the people before his 
death, 187. 

Spies sent by Moses to view the 
land of Canaan, i. 155, ^ se^. 
By Joshua to Jeridio, i. 91 1» 
They bring back a fkithful ac- 
count, 212. 

Spoils of barbarifltis reposited in 
Herod's temple, ii. 875. 

- ■ ■ ■ in war to be equally divided 
between those that fight and 
those that guard the baggage, i. 
821. 

Stars supposed to have their virtue 
from the sun and moon, i. 59* 

Sttchus, iii. 82. 

Stephttius,C8esar'8 servant, iii. 169, 

891. 
Sterility of the country is one of the 
punishments for the king's doing 
ill, i. 339. 
Stratton tyrannises over Bereea, ii. 

245. 
Subjects follow the manners of their 

princes, i. 428« 
Sumober, or Shemeber, king of 

Zeboim, i. 28. 
Supplicants in Syria, used to come 
with a halter about their heads, 
i. 449. 
S«r, or Zur, a king of the Midia- 

nites, i. 184. 
Sylla, captain of king Agrippa's 

life-guard, iii. 239. 
Sylleus, an Arabian, first minister 
to king Obodas, ii. 406,iii. 327, 
337. He goes to Rome, ii. 4i4. 
Accuses Herod befbre Augustus, 
415. Demands Salome in mar- 
riage, 418. Is refused, because 
he would not turn Jew, tl^. Is 
charged with 8everalmurder8,iii. 
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8, 343. Is accused before Au- 
gustus by Nicolaus of Damascus^ 
ii. 421. Receives sentence of 
death, 422. 

Syndrion, or Sanhedrim. iSee San- 
hedrim. 

Syrian commodities, i. 6l. 

Sjrrian's hatred to the Jews, iii. 260. 

A Syrian, king of Mesopotamia, i. 
344. 

Tabernacle built, i. 126. Its de- 
scription, 127* Its purification, 

139. 

Tabernacles, feast of, a great fes- 
tival of the Jews, i. 403, and ii. 
326. Celebrated in war by the 
leave of king Antiochus, 225. 
Celebrated for fourteen days 
upon the dedication of Solomon's 
temple, i. 407. Jews then carry 
boughs with fruit, whereby Alex- 
ander the high-priest was pelted, 
ii. ^3. Jews then fixed taber- 
nacles in the temple, iv. 217* It 
is celebrated afler the Babylo- 
nian captivity, ii. 99> 108. 

Table [p£ shew-bread,] golden, 
made by Ptolemy, ii. 142. With 
its cups and vials, 143. 

Table, delphic, i. 130. 

in the court of the priests, i. 

131. 

Tachas, i. 26. 

Tanganus, ii. 104. 

Tartan, a captain of the Assjnrians^ 
ii. 45. 

Tears, natural signs of great joy or 
sorrow, ii. 146. 

Teba, i. 26. 

Temple built upon Mount Gerix- 
zim, ii. 133, 200. Like to that 
at Jerusalem, 129' 

■ built by Herod, near Pa- 
neas, in honour of Augustus, ii. 
370, iii. 313. 

■ of the golden calf, iv. 54. 

■ of Hercules and Astarte 



atTyre, i. 411. 

of Demus, and the Graces 



Temple built by Herod at Samaria, 
ii. 359. 

— (Herod's) at Jerusalem de- 
scribed, ii. 374, 376, iv. 140. 
>- Onion in Egypt, built like 



that at Jerusalem, ii. I99, 200, 
230, and iii. 185. 

of Diana at Elymais, ii. 



179- Of Dagon at Ashdod, or 
Azotus, 204. Of Apollo at Gaza, 
242. 

- of Jerusalem, rebuilt by 



Zorobabel, iL 90, 104. They go 
on by order o£ Darius, ii. 96,99. 
Is finished in seven years, 102. 
Sixty cubits lower than Solo- 
mon's temple, 373. It is plun- 
dered by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
1 65. Taken by Pompey, and its 
most holy place seen by him, but 
without detriment thereto, 263. 
Titus goes into the most holy 
place, iv. 213. 

-of Solomon described, i. 397 



et seq. Dedicated by Solomon, 
405. Foreigners could go but to 
a certain partition wall in He- 
rod's temple, ii. 377- Women 
excluded the two inner courts, 
ib. Open to Samaritans and 
other nations for prayer, 100. 
David's armoury in the temple, 
23. Tax out of the temple trea- 
sure remitted by Demetrius, 197. 
Daniel's prophecy of Antiochus's 
profanation of the temple fulfil* 
led, 175. 

Temples in Egypt, many and dif- 
ferent, ii. 199. 

■ of the Canaanites were to 

be demolished, i. 188. 

of foreign nations not to 



at Athens, ii. 274. 

of Belus at Babylon, ii. 79. 



be plundered, nor their donations 

taken away, i. 19I. 
Tephtheus of Garsis, iv. 174. 
Terah, Abraham's father, i. 25. 
Terebinth, or turpentine tree, near 

Hebron, supposed as old as the 

world, iv. 107. 
Teresh, ii. 11 6. 
Teridates> or Tiridates, king of 

Armenia, iii. 163, 
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Termus^ a Roman ambassador, iv. 

827- 

Tero, an old soldier, ii. 4A5, iii. 337* 
Charged with treason by Trypho, 
Herod's barber, ib. 

Tethmosis, or Thummosis, king of 
Egypt, iv. 292, 311. 

Tetrarchies, ii. 207* 

Thamar, David's daughter, i. 335. 
• -, Absalom's daughter, mar- 
ried to Rehoboam, i. 363. 

Thaumaustus, iii. 81. 

Theatres erected at Jerusalem by 
Herod, ii. 356, iii. 315. At Cae- 
sarea, il. 366. 

Theft, how punished by the law of 
Moses, i. 201. 

Themasius, ii. Q5. 

Theodorus, son of Zeno, ii. 241, iii. 
262. 

Theodosius, ii. 201. 

Theophilus, son of Ananus, de- 
prived of the high-priesthood, iii. 
145. 

— , brother of Jonathan, 

made high-priest, iii. 71- 

Thermusa, Phraataces' concubine, 
and then wife, iii. BQ. 

Theudas, an impostor, iii. l67- 

Theudion, brother of Doris, Anti- 
pater's mother, iii. 11. 

Thobel, or Tubal-cain, i. 12. 

Tholomy, son of Sohemus, ii. 271. 

Thrygammes, or Torgamah, i. 22. 

Thummosis, or Tethmosis, king of 
Egypt, 291, 292, S09. 

Tiberius Alexander, procurator of 
Judea, iii. 167- 

, governor of 

Alexandria, iii. 425, and iv. 126. 
He brings Egypt over to Ves- 
pasian, iv. 115. 

the emperor, iii. 58, 883. 



His dilatory proceedings, 384. 

His skill in astrology, 84. His 

prognostic of a successor, ib. His 

death, 85. 
Tibni, i. 438. 
Tidal, i. 29. 

Tiglathpileser, king of Assyria, ii. 
. 37. 



Tigranes, king of Armenia, ii. 251, 
333, iii. 73, 264, and 338. 

, son of Alexander and 
Glaphyra, iii. 73. 

Timaus, king of Egypt, iv. 29O. 

Timidius, iii. 111. 

Timius, a Cypriot, iii. 73. 

Timotheus, ii. 177* He is put to 
flight by Judas, 178. 

Tiras, i. 22. 

Tiridates, king of Armenia, iiL 
164. 

Tithes, and first-fruits, given to the 
Levites, i. I69. Their tribes or 
tenth parts given to the priests, 
ib. This law restored by Heze- 
kiah, ii. 42. 

Titus, president of Syria, ii. 412. 
- Caesar, son of Vespasian, sent . 
to Alexandria, iv. 2. He brings 
a great number of troops to Ves- , 
pasian, 8. His piety towards his 
fiather, 25. He and Vespasian 
take Jotapata, 30.^ His mildness 
to Josephus, 39, 40. He is sent 
against Tarichee, 45. His valour 
in this expedition, 48. His speech 
to his soldiers, ib. He takes Tai- 
richece, 49> He is sent to Rome, 
with king Agrippa, to compli- 
ment Galba, 104. The order of 
his army, 126. He arrives at 
Jerusalem, and is exposed to 
^eat danger, ib. His great va- 
lour, 130. His great concern to 
save Jerusalem, I60. And the 
temple, 1 98, 2 1 0. His speech to 
his soldiers, 188. He receives 
acclamations from the army, 219- 
His speeches to the Jewish ty- 
rants, 220. He ascribes the con- 
quest of the city to God, 230. 
He thanks the army, and distri- 
butes rewards, 236. Celebrates 
his father's and brother's birth- 
days, 238. He is greatly moved 
at the sight of the ruins of Je- 
rusalem, 246. He makes great 
shows, 247. Comes to Antioch, 
246. And to Rome, 247. What 
persons he carried with him for 
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the triumph, ib. His generosity 
to Josephus, 24Sy el seq. 

Tobias's sons expelled Jerusalem^ 
iii. 25 1 . 

Togarmah, i. 2f2. 

Toparchies, or prefectures^ three 
added to Jud^ ii. SO?* 

Tower of Babel, and the Sibyl's 
testimony concerning it, i. 21. 

Trachonites rebel, ii. 413. 

Trajan, captain of the tenth legion, 
iv. 29. 

Translation of the law made by 
seventy-two elders, ii. 147. 

Treasure (sacred) kept in the tem- 
ple by some of the priests, ii. IO6. 

Tribes of Israel and their portions 
' ofland, determined by lot, i. 222. 

Tribute, paid out of Judea to An- 
tiochus Pius, ii. 226. Great men 
&rm such tributes, 156. Poll- 
money paid the kings of Syria by 
the Jews, 197* Ten thousand 
drachmse paid out of the temple 
to them, ib. Three hundred ta- 
lents paid by Jonathan to Deme- 
trius for tribute, 207 • Jews freed 
from paying such tribute by Si- 
mon the Maccabee, 219- High- 
priests used to pay twenty talents 
tribute to the kings of Egypt out 
of their own revenues, 154. Poll- 
money and crown-tax, &c. for- 
given the principal orders of the 
Jews by Antiochus the Great, 
152. 

Triumphal gate at Rome, iv. 247. 

-■■■■.■■ . , pomp described, iv,247, 
el seq. 

Trophies give offence to the Jews, 
ii. 357. 

Trumpet, its invention and form, i. 
153. 

Truth and justice complained to be 
gone out of the world, ii. 426. 

■ M and accuracy to be obsetved 
by an hi^rian, ii. 254. Observ- 
ed accordingly by Josephus, iii. 
233, el teq. 

Trypho, the tyrant, brings young 
Antiochus back to Syria, ii. 209. 
His perfidious behaviour to the 



saiiM Antiochus, 216. He drawf 
Jonathan into a snare, ib» He 
makes an irruption into Judea, 
217* Imposes upon Simon, 218. 
Kills Jonathan, 219. He causes 
AntiochuSi whose guardian he 
was, to be killed, 221. He is 
made king by the army, tb. He 
is killed at Apamia, 222. 

-, king Ptolemy's darling, iL 



166. 



king Herod's barber^ iii. 



16]. 

Tubal-cain, i. 12. 
Tjrrannius Priscus, iii. 430. 
Tyrannus' deposition against Alex* 

ander, ii. 418, iii. 334, 
Tyre, when built, i. 397- 

-, oppressed by Marion, ii. 293. 

— , besieged seven months by 

Alexander the Great, ii. 131. 
the name of the castle built 

by Hyrcanus» ii. l63. 
Tyrians, theit God Baal, ii. 22. 

Their ancient records, iv. 294. 

They beat the Assyrians at sea, 

ii. 44. Their temple of Jupiter 

Olympius, L 411. 

1 

Valerian, a decurion, iv. 44. 

Valerius Gratus, procurator of Ju- 
dea, iii. 58. 

■ Asiaticus, iii. 120, 126. 

Varro, president of Syria, ii. 367- 

Varus (Quintilius), president of Sy- 
ria, iii. 13, 18-1 99, 350, and 370. 
He come8toauccourSabinus,42, 
370. He punishes the mutineers, 
37, 42, 43. 

Vashti, wife of king Artaxerxes, 
ii. 114. 

Vatinius, iii. 118. 

Veils of the tabernacle, i. 1 29. 

Ventidius Bassus, bribed by Anti- 
gonus, iL 306. Sent to repel the 
Parthians, iii. 293. He kills Pa- 
corus in battle, and defeats the 
Parthians, ii. Sll. 

Veranius, iii. 1S6. 

Vespasian and Titus's generosity 
towards the Jews, ii. 151. His 
wars in Judea. Sec Jewish War, 
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books iii. and iv. voL iv. at 
large. 

Victory does not depend on num- 
bers but on valour, i. 29* And 
on piety toward^ God, U- 171. 

Vindex rebels against Nero, iv. 99- 

Vine (golden) in Herod's temple, U. 
374, AnoUier sent to Rome, S58. 

Vinicius (Marcos), iii. 120. 

Virtue is its own reward, i. 187. 

Virtues (royal), i. 386. 

Vitellius, president of Syria, ii.S75, 
iv. 243. He is highly treated by 
the Jews, iii. 66, 71* His expe- 
dition against Aretaa, ib, 

- ismade emperor after Otho« 

iv. 108. He is slain, II9. 

Vitellius Procultus, iiL 146. 

Ummidius Quadratus, president of 
Syria, iii. 17O. 

Unexpected events the most shock- 
ing, i. 261. 

Unleavened bread. See Passover. 

Voice heard in the temple, iv. 

217. 

Vologesses, king of Parthia, iii. 1 65, 
iv. 245, 257. He declares war 
against Izates, iii. l65. 

Volumnius, procurator of Syria, ii. 
413, 425, iii. 337- 

V6nones, iii. 60. 

Vow of Jephtba to sacrifice his 
daughter, neither lawful nor ac- 
ceptable to God, i. 249- 

Ures, i. 392. 

Uriah slain, i. 346. 

Urias, high-priest, iL 67- 

Uz, i. 26. 

Uzzah smitten by God for touching 
the ark, i. 337. 

Uzziah, or Azariah,king of Judah, 
ii. 32. His acts and encomium, 
34. He bums incense in the 
temple, 36. He is smitten with 
the leprosy, for usurping the 
priest's office, ib. 

War not begun with foreign na- 
tions till ambassadors are sent, 
i. 204, iv. 225. 

Laws of war among the Jews, i. 
204,351. 



Jewiah war whence begun, iii. 4fOO, 
et seq. 401, 415, et seq. 

Water of Bethlehem, offered to 
God by David, i. 374. 

Smi Water. See Sea. 

Witch, or necromantic woman of 
Endor, comforts Saul, i. 317. 
Her eulogium, 318. 

Women's power, ii, 95. Their cun- 
ning in preventing accusations,!. 
65. Their dress forbidden men, 
205. Foreign women not to be 
meddled wi^ by Jews, ii. 158. 
When divorced, cannot marry 
another without their former 
husband's consent, 354. Persian 
women or Vives not to be seen 
by strangers, ii. 114. Not allow- 
ed to be witnesses, i. 193. 

Xanthicus, the Sjrro- Macedonian 
name of the Jewish month Nisan, 
i. 15. And so elsewhere. 

Xerxes succeeds Darius, ii. 104. 
His letter to Ezra, ib. 

Xylophoria, a Jewish festival, when 
they carried wood to the temple 

. for the sacrifices, iii. 417* 

Year, two beginnings of Jewish 
years, i. 15. 

Year, great, a period of six hun- 
dred common years, i. 19* 

Zabdiel, prince of the Arabians, 
ii. 206. 

Zabidus, an Idumean, iv. 3S5. 

Zachariah, king of Israel, ii. 34. 
His death, 36. 

— — — , son of Jehoiada a pro- 
phet, is stoned, ii. 27. 

— — the prophet, ii. 1 02. 

-, son of Ahaz, is slain by 



Maaseiah, ii. 38. 
Zacharias, son of Phalek, iv. 77. 
Zacharis, sonof Baruch, iv. 88. He 

is murdered in the temple, 89. 
Zadoc, or Sadoc, high-priest, i. 332, 

342, 363, 370, 380, and ii. 67. 
Zaimuna, captain of the Midian- 

ites, i. 243. 
Zamaris, a Babylonian Jew, iii. 5. 
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Zarephath, or Sarepta, the widow's Zenodorus, ii. 367> ill. 312. Hia 
j habitation, i. 439. death, ii. 369* 

I Zealoti^ iv. 70, 75, et *eq, SS, 8S, Zenh, an Ethiopian king, i 435. 

259. Defeated by Am, ib. 

Zeb, or Zeeb, captain of the Mi- Zeniiah, i. S25. 

j dianitea, 243. Zeuxia, ii. 152. 

Zebudah, mother of Jehoiakim, ii. Ziba, Saul's ireedman, i. 343. 

58. Zillah, Lantech's wife, i. 12. 

J Zedekiah, a false prophet, i. 453. Zimri, prince of the Simeonites, L 

I , king of Judah, ii. 60. He 181. His speech against Mosei^ 

{ revolts from the Babylonians, t6. ib. 

Calls for Jeremiah's advice, 63. ■, kills Elah, i. 438. Hit 

He is carried captive toBabylon, death, ib. 

65. His death, 70. Zipporah, Moses' wife,i. 120. 

Zebina (Alexander), king of Sjrria, Zizus, an Arabian, ii. 245. 

is conquered by Antiochus Gry- Zoba (king of), i. 344. 

pus, and dies, ii. 228. Zoilus, a tjrrant, ii. 238. 

Zebul, i. 245. Zorobabel, ii. 92, 94- 

Zeno, styled Cotylas, tyrant of Zur, kingof theMidianites,i. 184w 
Philadelphia, ii. 224. 
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